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By the President of the United States of America: 
A PROCLAMATION. 


“Wnenrsas objects of interest to the United States require that the Senate should be convened at twelve o’clock on the 12th day of April, 
1869, to receive and act upon such communications as may be made to it on the part of the Executive: 

Now, therefore, I, U. S. Grant, President of the United States, have considered it to be my duty to issue this my proclamation, declaring 
that an extraordinary occasion requires the Senate of the United States to convene for the transaction of business at the Capitol, in the city of 
Washington, on the 12th day of April, 1869, at twelve o’clock noon on that day, of which all who shall at that time be entitled to act as 
members of that body are hereby required to take notice. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the United States, at Washington, on the eighth day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand 


[sran] eight hundred and sixty-nine, and of the independence of the United States of America. the ninety-third. 
U. S. GRANT. 


By the President: 
Hamiuroy Fisy, Secretary of State. 
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SENATE—SPECIAL SESSION. 


FORTY-FIRST CONGRESS. 
SPECIAL SESSION. 
a OT a 
IN SENATE. 
Monpay. April 12, 1869. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore (Hon. Henry 
B. AxtHony) called the Senate to order. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 


max, D. D. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
ate is couvened in pursuance of a proclama- 
tion of the President of the United States, 
which will be read by the Secretary. 

_ The Secretary read the following proclama- 
tion: 

By the President of the United States of America: 

A Proclamation. 
Whereas objects of interest to the United States 


require that the Senate should be convened at twelve | 


o'clock on the 12th day of April, 1869, to receive and 


get upon such communications as may be made to it | 


on the part of the Executive: 

_Now, therefore, I, U. 8. Grant, President of the 
United States, have considered it to be my duty to 
sue this my proclamation, declaring that an ex- 


traordinary occasion requires the Senate of the Uni- | 
ted States to convene for the transaction of business || 
atthe Capitol, in the city of Washington, on the 12th | 
day of April, 1869, at twelve o’clock noon on that} 
day, of which all who shall at that time be entitled | 


to act as members of that body are hereby required 
to take notice. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the United 
States, at Washington, on the eighth day of 
seabed April in the year of our Lord one thousand 
independence of the United States of America 
the ninety-third. 
U.S. GRANT. 
By the President: 
FHasivron FISH, Secretary of State. 
NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. HAMLIN submitted the following res- 


olution; which was considered by unanimous | ment of State. 


I know that under ordinary circumstances : 
| the resolution should be referred to the Com- | 
| mittee on Printing; but perhaps the Senate i 


consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That a committee to consist of two mem- ' 


bers be appointed by the President of the Senate to 
wait upon the President of the United States and in- 
form him that a quoram of the Senate hasassembied, 
and thet the Senate is ready to receive any com- 
munication be may be pleased to make. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed 
Messrs. HAMLIN and Cassea.y the committee. 


Mr. HAMLIN, from the committee, subse- : 


quently (during the executive session) reported 


that the committee had performed the duty): 


ij the removal of his political disabilities ; which 
i! was referred to the select Committee on the 


{ 
i 
i 
| 
i 


The Sen- | 


Removal of Political Disabilities. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion of Mr. EDMUNDS, it was 


Ordered, That Mrs. A. M. Howard have leave to | 
i! withdraw her petition and papers from the files of 


the Senate. 
STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SUMNER submitted the following res 


olution ; which was considered by unanimous 


consent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the standing committees of the Sen- 


ate as they stood at the close of the late session be , 


continued during the present session. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate 


proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. 


The motion was agreed to; and after several || 


hours spent in’executive session the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


Yurspay, April 13, 1869. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
man, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
PETITION. 


Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of sol- | 


diers of the war of 1812, praying to be allowed 


i N ‘ s jsensions; which was referred to the Committee 
d eight hundred and sixty-nine, and of the | l A K 


on Pensions. 
CLAIMS AGAINST GREAT BRITAIN. 
Mr. SUMNER. 


lution: 


Resolved, That five hundred additional copies of | 


the President’s message of the 7th instant and the 


li accompanying documents, relating to claims against 


Great Britain, be printed for the use of the Depart- 


: may be disposed to act upon it at once alter 
‘ hearing a letter from the Secretary of State, 


which I send to the Chair. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The letter 


| will be read. 


assigned them, and that the President would i 


presently communicate with the Senate in 
writing: and several executive messages were 


afterward received from the President by Mr. ` 


Horace PORTER, his Secretary. 
HOUR OF MEETING. 
On motion of Mr. SUMNER, it was 


Ordered, That the how of the daily meeting of the 
Senate be twelve o’clock m, until otherwise ordered. 


PETITION 
Mr. SHERMAN presented the petition of 
Jacob H. Catlin, of Austin, Texas, praying 


~ 


The Chief Clerk read the following letter: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, ~ 

WASHINGTON, April 12, 1869. 
Sir: I bave the horor to request that you will 
offer such a resolution for adoption by the Senate as 
will provide for the use of this Department five hun- 
i f the President’s message of the 7th in- 


dred copies o 1 Í 
tant, and the accompanying doeuments relating to 
i These papers were 


3 


elaims against Great Britain. 


i on the Mthinstant ordered by the Senate to be printed, 


subject to the supervision of the Secretary of State, i 


i but no provision was made for copies for the use of 


this Depariment. E 
I have the honor to be, sir, 3 e à 
HAMILTON FISH. 


! Hon. CHARLES SUMNER, Chairman of the Committee on 


Foreign Relations, Senate. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not 
merely a rule of the Senate but a law of Con- 


I offer the following reso- | 


your obedientservant, | 


|| gress that requires all motions to print addi- 
| tional copies of documents to be referred to 
| the Committee on Printing. 

| Mr. SUMNER. Cannot that be dispensed 
i with by unanimous consent? 

| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Itis alaw 
i of Congress. i 

Mr. SUMNER. Teall attention to the fact 
|; that these are additional copies for the Depart- 
‘| ment of State, and not for Congress. It struck 
| me that that made a distinction between the 
i ordinary case, where additional copies were 
| voted for members of Congress. 

| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The reso- 
, lution will be referred to the Committee on 
.| Printing. 

‘| EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


| Mr. SUMNER. Imove that the Senate pro- 
‘| ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; andafter several 
hours spent in executive session the doors were 
i reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY, April 14, 1869. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
may, D. D. 
i| The Journal of yesterday was read and 
|i approved, 
EXECUTIVE SESSION, 
‘| On motion of Mr. WILSON, the Senate 
i proceeded to the consideration of execntive 
| business; and after several hours spent therein 
‘the doors were reopened, and the Senate 
adjourned. 


| Tucrspay, April 15, 1869. 

| Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. Nuw- 
IMAN, D. 

! 

} 


i The Journal of yesterday was read and 
i| approved. ' 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


|| proposed to enter 
` ing themselves at 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


April 17, 


citizens, for arranging their business in such 
masner as to insure and enlarge their own 
prosperity by breaking down the others en- 
gaged in the same business; a charge which, 
although defining nothing prohibited by law, 
is so abhorrent to all sense of fairness, so 
damaging to bonest reputation, as not to be 
lightly made, and never to be credited, except 
on ample proof or open confession. 

A charge made in this Chamber has a pecu- 
Har significance and a peculiar effect. It does 
not die upon the air, with the breath that.utters 
it. It is placed upon record; it is spread upon 
the pages of the Congressional Globe; it passes 
into history. . 

The Senate has high privileges ; privileges 
essential to its dignity and its inviolability ; 
privileges that are guarantied by the Consti- 
tution, that are acknowledged and respected 
by the people, and that are somctimes liable 
to abuse upon this floor. And others, not 
entitled to seats in this Chamber, have privi- 
leges which, although not defined by statute, 
nor protected by the fundamental law, rest on 
the enduring principles of justice, which are 
the -unwritten law of honorable men. And 
one’ of these privileges is that, when men’s 
names are brought into this Chamber, and 
without offense or agency or cause of their own, 
and covered with obloquy, they should have a 
hearing in the same presence and their defense 
should enjoy the same publicity and have the 
same permanent record. i 

Task the Secretary to read the card which 
T send to the desk. . 

The Chief Clerk read the following: 

Card.—It is for the State of Rhode Island to brand 
with lasting infamy the foul and atrocious calumnies 
with which the character of the people of this State 
has been aspersed before the world upon the floor of 
the Senate of the United States, by one of its mem- 
bers, placed there by the State itself. But itis in- 
cumbent upon us publicly to notice a specific alle- 
gation madein thespeech of Hon. WILLIAM SPRAGUE 
on the 8th day of this month, in the Senate of the 
United States, and contained in these words: 

“ This great ane, came to me in 1857 and made 
this proposition: ‘Lot us join our forces, prevent 
a suspension of specie payment, break down those 
who are our rivals in business or otherwise, and buy 
up their property.’ At that time I had no debts 
whatever pressing upon me. But did I unite with 
them in carrying into effect this vicious and per- 
nicious scheme? Sir, I did not. I repudiated and 
spurned the proposal,” 

his charge is madein the presence of the Senate, 


under the privileges of that body, guarantied by 
those words of the Constitution of the United States: 


they shall not be questioned in any other places.” 

But we, in the Pore of the great tribunal of 
public justice, and under the personal responsibility 
of our own names, hereby declare that this allega- 
tion is totally falso and malicious. 

Thereare other imputations against usin thesame 
Fpecch, equally unfounded, but as they are couched 
in vague and indefinite expressions, wo do not deem 
it necessary to notice them, further than to deny 
explicitly the charge made of our attempt to impair 
the mercantile standing of the Senator. 

We are totally ignorant of any occasion which 
can justify or explain the attack made upon us by 


Senator SPRAGUE. 
BROWN & IVES, 
By Jonn Carrer Brown, and Rogert H. Ives, 
vole Partners. 

ProvipEncn, April 12, 1869. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
accomplished. 
sional Globe the denial by the side of the accu- 
sation. 


My purpose has been 


signed the statement that has just been read. 
l would, under the same circumstances, have 
done it for the bumblest of my constituents. 


Indeed, to a generous mind, it is more pleas- || 
ant to defend the. poor and the lowly, who are || 
not able to defend themselves, than the rich./ 


and powerful, who, in some way or another, 
can vindicate their own wrongs. But to hon- 


est men, whether rieh or poor, there is one | 


possession dearer than any other, and that is 
honor. 
the judgment of his fellow-men ;: and although 
the consciousness of right will sustain.a man 
under the imputation of wrong, even that will 
not take the sting from slander, nor make him 
careless of unanswered. calumny. I have done 
> this as a Rhode Island Senator, speaking in 


defense of Rhode Island men, unjustly assailed, 


And for any speech or debate in either House, | 


I have placed in the Congres- | 


I have done this without the request | 
or the knowledge of the persons who have | 


No right-minded man is.indifferent to- 


j 


| 


| the resolution. 


on this floor, where they eannot speak for 
themselves, and where they and ali others, in 
the constituency to which they belong, have a 
right to expect that I should speak for them. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. SUMNER, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive 
business; and after several hours spent therein, 
the doots were reopened, and the Senate 
adjourned. 


Fripay, April 16, 1869. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
man, D. DÐ. 
The Journal of 
approved. 
SURVEY OF THE ISTHMUS OF DARIEN. 


Mr. WILSON submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was ordered to lie on the table: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and 
he hereby is, authorized, with the consent of the 
Government of Colombia, to cause a thorough sur- 
vey to be made for a ship-railway or ship-canal 
across the Isthmus of Darien, from San Miguel to the 
Gulf of Uraba or Darien. 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT, 
Mr. EDMUNDS submitted the following 
resolution for consideration: 


Resolved, That the President pro tempore be, and 
he hereby is, directed to adjourn the Senate without 
day on Saturday, April 17, 1869, at five o'clock after- 
noon. 


yesterday was read and 


EXECUTIVE SESSION, 


Mr. CONKLING. As there seems to be no 
business in open session, I move that the Sen- 
ate proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive 
business; and after several hours spent therein, 
the doors were reopened, and the Senate 
adjourned. 


Sarurpay, April 17, 1869. 
Prayer by Rev. Dexter E. Cuarr, of New 
ork. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. WILLEY presented the petition of 
James L. Scoggin, of Virginia, praying for 
the removal of his political disabilities; which 
was referred to the select Committee on the 
Removal of Political Disabilities, 

Mr. SHERMAN presented resolutions of 
the Legislature of Ohio, remonstrating against 
any further grants of the public lands to rail- 
roads or other corporations; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I move to take up the 
resolution I offered yesterday on the subject of 


i the final adjournment of this body. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
lution will be read for information. 

The Chief Clerk read it, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President pro tempore be, and 
he hereby is, directed to adjourn the Senate without 


day on Saturday, April 17, 1869, at five o’clock after- 
noon. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I move to amend the 


The reso- 


| resolution by making it Monday afternoon at 


five o'clock. 

Mr. RAMSEY. 
say Tuesday. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ques- 
tion is on proceeding to the consideration of 
It has not yet been taken up. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I object to its consid- 
eration now. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. An objec- 
tion does not carry it over. The resolution 
was introduced yesterday, and can be taken 
up on motion. 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope the Senate will not 
take it up. 

Mr. RAMSEY. The Senate is too thin to 
consider it now. 


I suggest to the Senator to 


Mr. SUMNER. The Senate is very thin, 
and Senators know very well that there is busi- 
ness before the Senate in executive session 
which cannot be brought to a close this after- 
noon, nor Monday afternoon, nor, I submit, 
Tuesday afternoon, without injustice to the 
public business. i 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The question is on taking 
up the resolution, and I do not think it is fair 
to discuss its merits on that motion. 

Mr. SUMNER. My friend will allow me to 
say that Ido not think we have got quite far 
enough in the public business to say when we 
can fix a time for adjournment. I think that 
we must wait at least until the beginning of 
the week, and then we shall see our way more 
clearly. I hope, therefore, the resolution will 
not be taken up to-day, but will be allowed to + 
lie until Monday, when we can take it up, and 
we may see our way then to fixing a day. 

Mr. CONKLING. I hope the resolution 
will be taken up, and especially in view of the 
suggestion made by the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts. If we are likely to adjourn on 
Tuesday, I submit it would be very unwise to 
leave it all uncertain until Monday. On the 
contrary, I say that both we and the President 
ought to know the timeinadvance. The other 
House is not here, and therefore no concur- 
rence will be necessary in a resolution to re- 
scind; and weallknow that by a mere informal 
motion the adjournment can be postponed. I 
have seen it postponed from hour to hour, even 
during my service here, at an executive ses- 
sion. So that it seems to me there can be no 
objection to it, but on the contrary it would 
be economy of time in advance to fix the hour 
of adjournment. 

I wish to make one other suggestion, with- 
out at this moment making a formal motion ; 
and that is, that a committee be appointed to 
wait on the President and ascertain, if there 
be any doubt about this, his view of the time 
when the Senate can conveniently and properly 
adjourn; to inquire of him what further com- 
munications he has to make, and to what 
extent, as far as he can indicate, it will be ne- 
cessary for the Senate to remain. If any Sen- 
ator thinks we are likely to be caught in diffi- 
culty by fixing the time now, that will obviate 
it. ButI submit there can be no danger in 
taking up this resolution now and fixing Mon- 
day or Tuesday as the day of adjournment, 
knowingas we do, that by a simple vote of this 
body we can extend it as often as we please, 
as we have done heretofore repeatedly, be- 
cause it has been done within my brief experi- 
ence here. Jrecollect that ata called session, 
either last year or the year before, the time of 
adjournment was extended on the last day, an 
hour at a time I think three or four times. I 
I am sure Iam not wrongin saying as often as 
that from hour to hour, to the end that every- 
thing might be done, so that we shall run no 
risk now by fixing the time of adjournment. 
When this resolution is disposed of I shall call 
up the motion that a committee be appointed 
to wait upon the President and ascertain, as 
far as he can inform us, what necessity there 
may be for our remaining here further. 

Mr. MORTON. I suggest that that inquiry 
be made of the President of the United States 
before we fix the time of adjournment. Ifwe 
fix the time first, and then make the inquiry 


| of him, it will be reversing the proper order. 


Mr. SUMNER. It seemsto me that instead 
of discussing this question we had better pro- 
ceed with the consideration of the business for 
which this session has been called. I therefore 
move that the Senate proceed to the consid- 
eration of executive business. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope the Senator will 
withdraw that motion and let us vote on this 
resolution. 

Mr. RAMSEY. We certainly are not pre- 
pared to fix-the day of adjournment now, al- 
though Iam as favorable to an early adjourn- 
ment as any member of this body. We have 
now had nominations sent us at the rate of 
one hundred and fifty a day for a week past; 
and if we fix the day of adjournment now for 


1869. 
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Monday or Tuesday, it will not give us the 
proper time for examination and scrutiny of 
the names sent to us. We are forcing this 
thing through as if the business that ought to į 
occupy us a month must be done in two or | 
three days. I am very anxious to adjourn, and | 
I hope we shall be able to adjourn at an early i 
day next week; but I think it would be rather |! 
imprudent for us now to indicate a day. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It appears to me that 
the wisest thing that anybody can do who 
wishes to finish up business is to fix some 
limit of time within which you will do it. Our 
experience has'taught us that that is the true 
way to do when we have reached a reason- 
able period toward the expiration of a session, 
as we all agree we have now. The most ex- 
treme enthusiast, my friend from Massachu- 
setts, only looks to next week, if I correctly | 
understand him on the subject of sitting, and | 
I think that is a very great concession indeed | 
trom him, because I never knew the day to | 
come when my friend from Massachusetts | 
really thought the Senate ought to adjourn. I | 
hope the time will come now, as he has come | 
down now to within a week, that we shall see | 
him in favor of an adjournment on some par- 
ticular day. | have good reason to know—and 
I beg the Senator from Massachusetts to listen 
when I say it—tbat there is nothing connected 
with executive business, aside from treaties, 
that will require our attendance, in the judg- 
ment of those who havea right to have a judg- 
ment upon it, beyond Monday afternoon at the 
furthest. Now, let me suggest to him—in view 
of these circumstances, inasmuch as the time | 
of adjournment if we fix itis entirely in our 
control; we do not have to consult the House | 
of Representatives, and if we wish to rescind | 
it or postpone it we can do it—whether it would | 
not be wise and proper now to set a limit, so | 
that we can diligently apply ourselves to busi- | 
ness and finish it by such atime; and if we | 
fied ourselves overpressed we can extend it. 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator from Vermont | 
says that it is within his knowledge that there | 
is nothing in the way of nominations to keep | 
us after Monday afternoon. My information | 
is not in harmony with that of the Senator. I | 
think that, so far as nominations are concerned, | 
there will be much for us to do after Monday | 

i 
1 
i 
| 


afternoon. I may be mistaken, but T think 1 
cannot be in that respect. 

Then, there is another matter which comes | 
more within my precise information ; and that ; 
is, treaties now pending before the Senate, and | 
Lam sure that those cannot be adequately dis- || 
cussed and considered by the Senate between 
now and Monday afternoon. If the Senator 
proposes in this indirect way to strike at trea- |; 
ties now pending here, that is another thivg. ., 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ibeg your pardon; ldo | 
not propose to strike at anybody or anything. | 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well. Then the Sen- } 
ator will pardon me if I say that his proposi- |, 
tion does necessarily imply that certain treaties {| 
submitted to the judgmeut of this body shall | 
not be considered. i 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Does my friend mean to | 
suggest that it is striking at a treaty to say that || 
you want time to think about it? I do not) 
think it ig necessarily evidence of opposition || 

Í 
{ 
| 
F 
l 


to a treaty that you do not want to adopt all 
the treaties in the world in one week or one | 
session. : 

Mr. SUMNER. But there are treaties that | 
have not yet been considered by the Senate, ` 


È 


and which, L submit, it is the duty of the Seu- 
ate at least to consider and hear what is to be i 
said in reference to them. I persevere in my ` 
motion that the Senate procecd to the consid- 
eration of executive business. i 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ques- -| 
tion is on proceeding to the consideration of | 
the resolution in regard to adjournment. 

Mr. SUMNER. My motion was that the: 
Senate proceed to the consideration of execu- 
tive business. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Doesthati 
of my motion? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


ake precedence ; 


It does. ' 


' Rice, Schurz, Scott, ma eC ar 
i Sumner, Tipton, Willey, Williams, and W ilson—38. 


| bett, Ferry, Gilbert, 


i! Stockton, 
i; Yates—26. 


| by 
| upon the President of 


| nays on that motion. 


Mr. CONKLING. I wish to make an 
inquiry of the Chair. Will it be in order in 
executive session to move such a committee 
as I have indicated? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
be, in the opinion of the Chair, as it relates to 
executive business. The question now is on 
the motion of the Senator from Massachusetts, 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of executive business. 3 

„The question being put, there were on a 
division—ayes 19, noes 12; no quorum voting. 


Mr. MORTON. Let us have the yeas and | 


nays. 

Mr. CONKLING. There is a quorum in 
the Chamber. Let us divide again. 

The question being again put, there were on 
a division—ayes 18, noes 10; noquorum voting. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let us have the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. RAMSEY, 
be in order? 

Mr. CONKLING. Not while the Senate is 
dividing. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
to adjourn would be in order. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I make that motion. 

Mr. CONKLING. Is that in order pending 
a division? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The yeas 
and nays have not been ordered. They have 
been demanded, but the Chair has not yet put 
the question on ordering them. 

Mr. RAMSEY. As there appears to be no 
quorum, and we are not likely to do any busi- 
ness to-day, I make the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. DRAKE, I call for the yeas and nays 
on that motion. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CONKLING. I wish to make an in- 


Would a motion to adjourn 


A motion 


quiry of the honorable Senator from Minne: | 
I ask him if he will yield now for a | 


sota. 
motion to appoint a committee to wait on the 
President and ascertain, as far as he can in- 
form us, how long it will be necessary for us to 
remain bere? __ ; - 

Mr. RAMSEY. Ob, no; I think that is 
premature at present, 

Mr. CONKLING. It canni 

Mr. RAMSEY. I think itis premature. 

Mr. CONKLING. Does the Senator decline 
to withdraw his motion for a moment? 

Mr. RAMSEY. Yes, sir, for that purpose. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 4, nays 80; as follows: 

é YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Ramsey, Ross, and Trum- 
ull—4, 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony 
Buckingham, Carpenter, 
Conkling, Cragin, Davis, 
Fessenden, Fowler, Harlan, How 
Creery. Morrill, Morton, Patterson, 
Sherman, Spencer, 


Drake, Edmunds, Fenton, 
ard, Howe, Me- 
Pomeroy, Pratt, 


ABSEN T—Messrs. Bayard, Cameron, Cattell, Cor 
Grimes, Hamilton, 
Harris, Kellogg, McDonald, Norton. Nye, Osborn, 
Pool, Robertson, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Sprague, 
Thayer, Thurman, Vickers, Warner, and 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 


Mr. CONKLING. Imovethe appointment 
the Chair of a committee of two to wait 
the United States and 


ascertain from him, so far as he can inform us, 


‘| what further attendance of the Senate at this 
| session is necessary in respect of nominations. 


Mr. SUMNER. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not. 


, The motion to go into executive session takes | 


precedence. 


Mr. SUMNER. And Lask for the yeas and 


The yeas and nays were ordered; an | 
taken, resulted—yeas 30, nays 8; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. 
Buekingham, Carpenter, : 
Davis, Drake, Fenton, Fessenden, Harlan, Harris, 
Howard, Howe, Morton, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pratt, 
Ramsey, Rice, Schurz, Sh o. 
Sumner, Tipton, Wiliams, and Wilson—30, 

NAYS—Messrs 
Jer, MeCreery, Morrill, 

ABSENT — Messrs. t me: 
nnandler, Corbett, Ferry, Gilbert, Grimes, 


` 


Stockton, and Willey—8. 


It would | 


It cannot do any harm. | 


Boreman, Brownlow, |; 
serly, Chandler, Cole, : 


Stewart, | 


Hamlin, 


Js that in order while a | 
motion is pending to go into executive session ra 


and being :; 


Abbott, Boreman, Brownlow, | 

Cole, Conkling, Cragin, © 
Sectt, Sherman, Spencer, i 
s Anthony, Casserly, Edmunds, Fow- 


Bayard, Cameron, Cattell, 


lawil- i 


(27 


7 

|! ton, Hamlin, Kellogg, McDonald, Norton, Nye, 
il Osborn, Pool, Robertson, Ross, Sanisbury. Sawyer, 
Sprague, Stewart, Thayer, Thurman, Trumbull, 
1) Vickers, Warner, and Yates—28. 


So the motion was agreed to 
oo EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


i The Senate thereupon proceeded to the con- 
| sideration of executive business; and after 
| several hours spent therein, the doors were 
| reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


Monpay, April 19, 1869. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P, New- 
vay, D. D. 

The Journal of Saturday last was read and 
|: approved, 
ji PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented 
| the petition of Samuel D. Sullivan, of Texas, 
praying for the removal of his political dis- 
abilities; which was referred to the select Com- 
| mittee on the Removal of Political Disabilities. 
| Healso presented resolutions adopted at the 
annual meeting of the State Grand Couneil of 
the Union League of America of the State of 
Virginia, held in Richmond, March 8, 1869, 
entreating Congress to refuse all applications 
from persons asking the removal of their polit- 
ical disabilities unless such applications are 
| indorsed by the regular Republican organiza- 
l tion of the county and State in which they 
reside ; which were referred to the select Com- 
; mittee on the Removal of Political Disabil- 
ities, 

‘Lhe PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
| has received from the Vice President a com- 
munication addressed to him by Reverdy Jobn- 
son, the American minister at London, inclos- 
ing a memorial from certain persons in London 
| addressed to the Senate, praying that assistance 
| be granted to persons desiring to emigrate to 
i 
f 


i the United States. Although the State Depart- 
ment is the proper channel of communication 
| between the subjects or citizens of foreign 
countries and this Government, as this memo- 
rjialis entirely respectful in its language and 
evidently actuated by a sincere admiration of 
our institutions, if there be no objection the 
Chair will lay it before the Senate. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Js it from foreign subjects ? 
i The PRESIDENT pro tempore. From for- 
| eign subjects through the American minister. 
1 Mr. HAMLIN. I move that it lie on the 
| table for the present. 
| ‘The motion was agreed to. 


BOOKS OF WILE SENATE. 
Mr. MORRILL. Tpresenta resolution, and 


as it is for the benefit of Senators I trust it 
may be considered now: 


I have consulted the architect of the Capitol 
extension, and find that there isa room that 
is available there; and it will be far more cou- 
venient to the Senate to have these books that 
are now scattered about, some of them in 
| boxes and a large number in the room of the 
i Committee on Appropriations, put in due form 

in a room where they cah be available to Sen- 
ators for reference. I trust the resolution will 
! be adopted. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
i consent, and agreed to. 


RELATIONS WILK GREAT BRITAIN. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Lask the Clerk to read 
a resolution which J intend to offer after mak- 
ing a few explanatory remarks. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
© lution will be read for information. 
: Me Chief Clerk read as follows: 
| Resolved, That in the judgment of the Senate the 
ii true solution of all controversies between Grea 
i| Britain and the United States will be found in a sur- 
; render of all Bri sh possessions in North America 
i tothe people of the United States; aud thatthe Pres- 


eae 


The reso- 
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ident be, and heis hereby, requested to open negotia- 
tions as’ soon as practicable for œ settlement of all 
matters.in dispute upon that basis. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I think 
the time has come to say precisely what we 
mean, The Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. 
SUMNER] the other. day made a speech in ex- 
‘ecutive session, from which the injunction of | 
secrecy. has been removed so that it has now 
become public, upon our relations with Great 
Britain. I congratulate the Senator from Mas- 
såchusetts, and I congratulate the country upon 
the advance which that Senator has made upon 
this question. Seven years ago—in the year 
1862—I ‘had occasion many times to allude to.’ 
this very subject before the people in my own 
State and out of it. I then asserted, as I have 
asserted ever since, that. every depredation 
committed upon “American commerce, direct 
or indirect, ought to'be and must be paid for 
by the Government of Great Britain. 

In 1864, before Sherman had reached. the 
sea, while he was on his great march, before 
the capture of Savannah, I offered resolutions 
in this body which were objected to by our 
present, or rather late minister to Great Britain, 
but they received no action. Iwill read the 
resolutions I offered December 14, 1864, and | 
the remarks I made at that time: 


“Mr. Caanpier. Mr. President, I see in this 
morning’s paper the following announcement: 
_"*Loronro, December 13.—Vho St, Albans raiders 
have been discharged for want of jurisdiction. There 
is much excitement.’ 

“I desire to offer a couple of resolutions this morn- 
ing bearing upon this subject, one of them particu- 
larly; but [I do notexpectto maketheSenate under- 
stand the state of feeling that exists on the Canadian 
border. Ihave agreat number of letters in my pos- 
session from gentlemen living upon that border., In 
my own city, which is within musket range of the 
Canadian shore, thousands of the citizens have been 
under arms for a long time, and we have been under 
a continuous state of alarm for fear of incendiaries, 
murderers, burglars, and robbers from the Canadian 
frontier, From the announcement that I havo read 
it would seem to appear that the Canadian authori- 
ties haye made up their tminds to protect these raid- 
ers, As I understand it, a man goes from the South 
to Canada with a commission purporting to be issued 
by Mr. Davis, enlists his raiding party, crosses the 
frontier, murders, robs, burns, destroys, returns again 
to Canada, and is there protected by the authorities. 
The letters which I havein my possession are all 
bearing upon that point. The one I now hold in my 
hand is from one of our most respectable citizens 
in the city of Detroit, a gentleman of great wealth, 
of high political and social position, and who earn- 
estly desires to avoid a dilliculty with Great Britain 
at this time. He says: , 

“*The anxiety growing out of the mist and doubt 
encircling every rumor that reaches us is not to be 
endured, and upon some slight provocation, one of 
these days, regardless of neutral lines, our people 
will be found in Canada engaged in some act that 
the Canadian Government will say is wrong, and, 
sooner or later, war will be the result; this we do not | 
want. 

“Again he says: 3 , 

_ "° Will you give it your attention, for I think it 
involves, sooner or later, if not properly heeded, 
war with England ? d j 

“As I said when 1 commenced, I have no expecta- 
tion.of making the Senate compreheid this state of 
excitement, this intehse state of fecling which exists 
on that border. Vermont may, for aught I know, 
quietly submitto have her towns robbed and burned 
and her citizens murdered, but the Northwest will 
not. The people cannot be restrained unless the 
Government takes prompt and immediate action 
upon this subject; and I desire to offer the following 
resolution on the subject. It may not meet the views 
ofthe Senate, but I offer it for the purpose of having 
the subject referred to a committee; and L have 
another to follow it: ` 

“ Whereas raids have been organized in tho Can- 
adas and Nova Scotia, and men enlisted in said Brit- 
ish provinces by inen purporting to hold commissions 
frout the rebels of the United States, for the purpose 
of robbing and marderiag peaceable citizens of the 
United States, of burning cities and villages, of 
piratically capturing merchant vessels and murder- 
ing their crews, and for a general system of murder, 
arson, robberies, and plunder of the peaceable and 
unarmed ‘citizens of the United States; and whereas 
the people of the British. provinces seem disposed to 
protect these thieves, robbers, incendiaries, pirates, 
and murderers, not; only iti their individual capaci- 
ties, but by the quibbles of the law : Therefore, 

“Resolved, That the Committee-on Military Af- | 
fairs be directed to inquire into the expediency of | 
immediately enlisting an army corps to watch and 
defend our territory bordering on the lakes and 
Canadian line from all hostile demonstrations and 
incursions, 

“Task for the present consideration of the resolu- 
tion. 

"Mr, JOHNSON. I object.’’-—Congressionul Globe, 
Thirty-Wighth Congress, second u, pp. 32-33. 


ii Mew President, ina speech which Laferward | 


“Made in this body Ll explained what i meant! 


by watching the Canadian frontier. At that 
time the base of the rebellion was in the Can- 
adas. A steamboat was seized at the mouth 
of the Detroit river within twenty miles of the 
city of Detroit, rifled, even her piano taken 
out, and the pirates were protected by the Cana- 
dians. The people of Détroit were under 
arms day and night to protect the city in which 


I lived from these marauders and murderers, | 


to whom*the Canadian Government gave their 
sympathy and their aid. No punishment was 
ever enforced upon any one of these culprits 
by the Canadian Government. Afterward, it is 
true, the Canadian Government did pay for 
the robbery of the bank at St. Albans, but no 
apology has -ever yet been rendered by the 
British Government, no compensation has ever 
been made by that Government, and no friendly 
act that should wipe out this outrage has ever 
been performed by her. 

On the same day I offered another resolu- 
tion, as will be seen by reference to the same 
page of the Globe: 


“Mr. CHANDLER. [had hoped that that resolution 
would pass unanimously this morning; but as it is 
objected to of course it must lie over. 
the following resolution: 

“Whereas at the sommencement of the present 
rebellion the United States were at peace with ali the 
Governments of the world, and upon terms of comity 
and good will with Great Britain; and whereas that 
nation, before the arrival on her soil of our minister 
accredited by the administration of President Lin- 
coln, precipitately acknowledged the rebels as bel- 
ligerents, thus recognizing their flag upon the ocean, 
without which recognition it would bave been re- 
garded and treated as piratical by all other Powers; 
and whereas she then proclaimed perfect neutrality 
between a Republic with which she had entertained 
friendly relations for upward of a half century and 
its treasonable subjects; and whereas numbers of her 
subjects, with the knowledge of her Government, 
commenced fitting out British fast sailing ships, 
loaded with munitions of war, for the purpose of 
running into our blockaded ports to the rebels, thus 
furnishing them the means of organizing and con- 
tinuing the rebellion, and without which it could not 


have sustained itself six months; and whereas in | 


addition to the above, and with the knowledge of the 
Government, British subjects and members of Parlia- 
ment engaged in the manufacture of piratical English 
ships, owned by British subjects, manned by British 
seamen, and sailing under British colors, for the pur- 
pose of burning, destroying, and utterly driving from 
the ocean all peaceful merchant vessels sailing under 
the United States flag; and whereas many private 
and unarmed American ships have been burned and 
destroyed by these pirates from British ports, thus 
causing great loss and damage to the citizens of the 
United States: Lherefore, 

__ Lesolved, That the Secretary of State beinstructed 
immediately to make outa list of each ship and cargo 
thus destroyed, with a fair and separate valuation 
thereof, and interest thereon at the rate of six per 
cent. per annum, from the date of capture or destrue- 
tion to the date of presentation, and that he be 
directed to demand from the British Government 
payment in full for all ships and cargoes destroyed 
as aforesaid. 

. ~ Lask for the present consideration of the resolu- 
tion, and move that it be referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

“The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It requires unani- 
mous. consent to consider the resolution at the pres- 
ent time. Is there objection? 

“Mr. Jonsson. I object.” 


So, Mr. President, on the objection of Mr. | 


Reverdy Jobnson was this peace measure—for 
I certainly offered it in the interest of peace— 
laid on the table. I desired peace with Great 
Britain. Before offering these resolutions [ 
had had an interview with General Grant at 
the front, and I had put a question to General 
Grant and received an answer, which I will 
now state. We had at that time over six hun- 
dred ships of war in commission, armed, 
manned, provisioned, ready for action, with 
fifty-four thousand sailors on board of them ; 
and no nation was ever so well prepared to 
demand compensation at the cannon’s mouth 
as we were at that moment 

Tasked General Grant, ‘t In case a speck of 
war should arise in the east, how long would 
it take you, sir, to capture Savannah, Charles- 
ton, and Wilmington?” “ Why,” said he, “at 
present it is cheaper for us to let. the rebels 
'urnish garrisons, because we have no other use 
for our Navy; but in case there: was other use 
for our Navy [ could capture those three ports 
within thirty days.” Said I, “Then, General, 
what is to prevent usin twenty days from send- 
ing a fleet of five or six hundred ships of war 
to any given point on the Atlantic coast?’ He 


I now offer | 


answered, ‘Nothing that I know of. Thig 
statement I could not make to the Senate when 
I offered the last resolution which I read; but 
it was upon that assurance that | offered it, and 
I meant business. I meant that these claimg 
should be paid, and promptly paid, paid in full, 
and if they were not paid, the worse for the 
British Government. 

But, on the objection of Mr. Reverdy John- 
son, that resolution slept. It was afterward 
called up and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, and there it slept the sleep 
that knows no waking. The chairman, I sup- 
pose, has it in his pocket till this day; but no 
report was ever made and no action was ever 
taken. I had not then the coöperation of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. I thank 
God that I have it now, and that they have 
made progress and: have come up to my line 
of demarcation, where the whole country has 
been from that day to this. This was in De- 
cember, 1864. You all remember that Gen- 
eral Grant, in the spring of 1865, advanced 
with his troops, the rebellion collapsed, and 
we disbanded our Army and our Navy. The 
time to demand compensation at the cannon’s 
mouth had passed at that moment; and in the 
winter of 1865-66 I followed this movement 
with another resolution, On the 15th day of 
January, 1866, soon after the meeting of Con- 
gress, | offered a resolution, which, with the 
explanatory remarks, I will read. 


t‘ Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, on the 14th day 
of December, 1864, I offered in this body the follow- 
ing resolution, which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations: 


Here follows the resolution I last read. 


“That resolution I offered asa peace measure. I 
desired that Great Britain should have an opportu- 
nity to repudiate the action of ler piratical subjects, 
and to do justice to this nation. [hoped that she 
would do it; but at any rate I desired that she should 
fix the future status of neutrals for herself and all 
other nations when acting as neutrals. ‘the Qana- 
dian provincial government took the hint and paid 
for the piratical depredations committed by Cana- 
dian subjects; they paid for the St. Albans rob- 
beries; but Great Britain has declined to pay such 
bills. Sbe bas decided that henceforth the rule of 
war shall be the toreh—that the torch is to be the 
evidence of her neutrality. She having decided that 
point, Lam content. If she desires that in all future 
time, whenever she shall be at war, American citi- 
zens shall send forth fast-sailing steamers with the 
torch to illuminate the ocean from the north to the 
south pole with British commerce, so be it, She has 
settled the point; I accept her settlement; so be it. 

“Isay, sir, that I offered thatresolution as a peace 
measure. lt was referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, and that committee made no report; 
but from the fact that the Secretary of State did pre- 
cisely what that resolution called upon him to do, to 
wit, made a demand for payment for the depreda- 
tions committed by British pirates upon our com- 
merce, I inferred that the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations had received assurances 
from. the Secretary of State which satisfied: him that 
no further action was required on the part of Con- 
sress'at that timo, [inferred that that was the case, 
and the honorable chairman informs me that such 
was the case. Well, sir, the bili has been presented 
and payment refused. Not only has payment been 
refused, but further negotiation has been declined, 
She has refused at our suggestion even to arbitrate 
our claims, and has jnsultingly informed this Qov- 
ernment that further negotiation is offensive to her, 
J will read the words of her foreign minister of the 
date of December 2: 

“* Forsian Orrice, December 2, 1865. 

“Sir: Ihave to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 18th ultimo, having reference to the 
letter which my predecessor addressed to you on the 
3d ultimo. N 

“Enero are many statements in your Ictter which 
I should be prepared to controvert if it were not 
that her Majesty’s Government consider that no 
advantage can result from prolonging the contro- 
versy,’ &. 

**Her Majesty’s Government consider that no ad- 
vantage can result from prolonging the controversy. 
Lagree with her Majesty’s Government; I think that 
no advantage can accrue from a farther prolongation 
of this controversy, It is well known to her Ma- 
jesty’s Government and to the people of the United 
States that for more than three months after the last 
rebel army had laid down its arms the Shenandoah, 
a British ship, sailing under British colors, manned 
by British seamen, and firing British guns, was barn- 
ing our whale ships in the Northern ocean. What 
was done with this English pirate when she mado 
her appearance in British waters? She was quietly 
taken possession of by the British Government. 
These pirates, acknowledged by herself to be pirates, 
were turned loose without evenareprimand. These 
British subjects were called upon the: deck of the 
Shenandoah and asked this question: ‘Michael 
O'Flanigan, are you a British subject?’ >No, by 


| abers; Lama Datehinan.’ [Laughter]. The into- 
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nation was strongly Trish. ‘McDonald, are you a 
British subject?’ ‘Nau; I am a Spaniard.’ [Re- 
newed Iaughter.} Aud so every one of these men 
was turned loose, without even a reprimand, to go 
again and prey upon American commerce; and now 
we are informed that further negotiation would be 
deemed by her Majesty’s Government as of no ad- 
yantage; no good result can follow the prolongation 
of the controversy. Lagree with the British min- 
ister that no good result can follow. the further 
continuation of that controversy. 

g Now, sir, we are informed in that language that 
no further negotiation is open; the negotiation is 
closed ; and to-day there seems to be just one course 
for this nation to pursucin accordance with her dig- 
nity and her honor, and thatis, from this time hence- 
forth and forevermore, until these bills are paid, 
absolute non-intercourse with Great Britain. True, 
there are other remedies. We might declare war 
against Great Britain, and all the world would say 
we had just cause. We might seize Canada, and say 
that we would take land in paymentif we can getno 
other redress, and hold it until payment was made, 
and the world would justify our action. Again, we 
might declare an embargo, or we might seize her 
ships wherever found, 

“ But, sir, there is a peaceful remedy, and that 
remedy I propose. propose that we say to Great 
Britain,‘ We agree with you that no further nego- 
tiation is desirable in this case; we do not wish any 
further negotiation; we accept your definition of 
neutrality.’ Thatisthe determination ofthe Ameri- 
can people to-day ; and I believe—I do nut know, 


but Í believe—that Mr. Seward understands that that į 


will be the action of the people of the United States 
whenever Great Britain gets into a war with other 
Powers. I believe thathe distinctly understands that 
our people will send fast-sailing steamers to the ends 
of the earth and make war upon British commerce 
with the torch until her flag is, as ours bas been, 
swept from the ocean, But, sir, is it manly, is it 
dignified in this great nation, that has been able to 
keep a million soldiers in the field for the last four 
years, to copy after that old man in the Bible, who, 
offering one hand, said, "Are you at peace, my 
brother?’ while with the other he stabbed him under 
the fifth rib? No, sir; it is not dignified, nor is it 
honorable. 
we accept her definition of neutrality, and that froin 
this time forth until she pays this bill of damages 
we sball declare wov-intercourse with her. 
the following resolution, and ask 
consideration: 

“Whereas by the recent publication of the diplo- 
matic correspondence between this Government and 
tho Government of Great Britain we are fully ad- 
vised that the last named Government has refused to 


repair the damages iafticted upon our commerce by | 
the agency of her subjects during the late rebellion; | 


has declined to arbitrate the same: and finally, fur- 
ther to treat upon the subject, thus exhausting all 
diplomatic resources, leaving to this nation but one 
alternative consistent with its honor: Therefore, 

“t Be itresulved by the Senate ant House of Represent- 
atives in Congress assendled, That the President of the 
United States is hereby requested to withdraw our 
minister from the Court of St. James, and make proc- 
lamation of national nou-intercourse; which, is 
hereby declared to take effect after suck proclamation 
shall have been issued. 

“The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
to the introduction of this joint resolution? 

“Mr, Drxoy, 
Congressional Globe, Thirty-Ninth 
session, p, 226, 


red a 
So, npon the objection of Mr. Dixon, that 
was laid over. It was my impression then, 


Congress, first 


and it is now, that had that resolution of non- | 
intercourse passed, and passed unanimously by | 


both Honses of Congress, our Alabama claims 


would have been paid within thirty days from | 


its passage. I believe that had Congress come 
up manfully in December, 1864, and passed the 
resolution I then offered instructing the Secre- 
tary of State to demand payment, the claims 


would have been settled early in 1865; but an | 
objection carried it over, and there the matter ij 


‘ 


rested. i 
Here permit me to say that every resolu- 
tion 1 have offered on this subject has been 


in the interest of peace, and the one I offer | 


to-day is to the end that we may have peace. 


Peace is what | desire—peace with Great | 
Britain, peace with all the world; but the way | 
tu secure peace is to meet manfully and boldly | 


the issues as they arise. 


Before that session of Congress expired I; 


brought the subject of the neutrality laws in 
this connection to the notice of the Senate, as 
will be seen by the following extract from the 
proceedings of July 23, 1866 
_ “Mr. CHANDLER, On some day in December 


last 


Leave potice that I should introduce a bill enacting | 


the present British neutrality laws, [spent several 
weeks in examining and comparing the British neu- 
teality laws with our own, and ascertained at last 
that they were idottical, It is the same law pre- 
cisely which sent the Alabama and her colleagues to 
prey upon our cuinmerce, that seized the Meteor the 
other day fer fear she might aid the Peruvian Gov- 
ernment in opposition to Spain! Itis the same law 


I propose to say to Great Britain that | 


sh he I offer ; 
for its present | 


Is there objection | 


I object; it had better lie over.’— |; 


l graphs of cios 


verbatim which enlisted men for the Alabama and 
all the rebel pirates of England and arrested the 
Fenians on our frontier! The British neutrality 
laws and ours, as they stand to-day, are the same. 
Now, sir, it will be seen at a glance that it is a mere 
farce as these laws are construed in Great Britain 
and as they are construed here. I desire, therefore, 
to offer the following resolution: 

_' ‘Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions be directed to inquire into the expediency of 
repealing our present neutrality laws. 

“They are a farce as they stand, and I hope the 

committee will decide that it is expedient to repeal 
the whole of them. 
_ “The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Jt requires unan- 
imous consent to consider the resolution at this time. 
oo Mr. Cowan. L object.”—Congressional Globe, 
Thirty-Ninth Congress, first session, page 4024. 


So my neutrality resolution was killed by an 
objection. I think had we repealed our neu- 
trality laws entirely it would have had a very 
conservative influence upon Great Britain in 
her treatment of the Alabama and other claims. 
But everything in the nature of a peaceful prop- 
osition baving failed, on the 29th of November, 
1867, the following occurred: 

“ Mr, CHANDLER asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution (5. R. 
No. 69) to preserve the neutrality between the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain and the king of Abyssinia; 
which was read the first time by its title. 

"The joint resoiution was read, as follows: 

“ Whereas we are at peace with all sovereigns, 
Powers, and States; and whereas hostilities have 
unhappily commenced between the Government of 
Great Britain and the king of Abyssinia; and whereas 
we are at peace with the Government and with the 
king of Abyssinia: Therefore, 

* Bettresolved by the Senateand House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, Thatwedo now declare our determination to 
maintain astrict and impartial neutrality in the con- 
test between the said contending parties, granting 
to the flag of each belligerent the same rights, priv- 
ileges, andimmunities both upon land and water. 

“Mr. Cuanpuer. Mr. President, this is a copy 
verbatim of the proclamation issued by the British 
Government on the ldth day of May, 1861, simply 
changing the name of the United States to that of 
Great Britain, and of the confederate States to that 
of Abyssinia. If there is no objection, and ‘I pre- 
sume there will be none, as it is simply returning 
her own compliment to us under similar circum- 
stances, I should like to have the resolution put 
upon its passage at once. I hold in my hand the 
Engiish pone. of which this is a copy. | 

“The PRESIDENT pro tempore, Is there any objec- 
tion to the consideration of the resolution at this 
time? 

`“ Mr. SUMNER. 
table. 

“Phe PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being 
made, the resolution goes over under the rule,” — 
Congressional Globe, first session Fortieth Congress, 
page 810. i 

That resolution was laid upon the table at 
that time, but in a few days after it was called 
up, aud F will ask the Clerk now to read the 
remarks which | made on that occasion. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 

“Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, when I offered 


I think it had better lie on the 


|! this resolution the other day I hoped there would 
eno objection to it, and I made no remarks upon | 
As Í bave stated, it is almost an exact copy of | 


it. 
the proclamation of neutrality issued on the Lith day 


i of May, 1861, by the Government of Great Britain as 


etween the United States and certain rebels against 
the Government of the United States. There is but 
one change made in the resolution as offered by ine 
from the original proclamation of neutratity as issued 
y Great Britain on the lith day of May, 1861, and 
that was, as I stated, to change the name of ‘the 
Government of the United States of America’ to thas 
of ‘the Government of Great Britain,’ and to change 
the name of ‘the so-called contederate States’ 
* king of Abyssinia.’ 
he resolution co 


lamation of neutrality into a single sentence, 


no reason why the resolution should not bave Deen 
passed promptly and unanimously at that time. 


"This is a resolution of reciprocity, reciprocating 


s 


to the Government of Great Britain the courtesy | 
it may, perhaps, be called | 


extended to us in 1861. JS, 
retaliatory—retaliating, if you picase, if that word 
is preferred to reciprocating, the same treatment 
upon the Government of Great Britain that she vol- 
uuteered to us in our time of trouble. Some gentle- 
men upon this floor and some members of the press 
have called this a very goodjeke. Mr. President, it 
is the farthest possible remove from ajoke; orif it 
be joke, it is the most serious and the most practi- 
cal ever perpetrated on earth, save one, and that 
was the original issuing of the proclamation of neu- 
trality in 1861 by the Governwent of Great Britain. 
sir, was a more serious and 


a more practical 
a joke, than this: and th 


at joke, if it 
ation two handred thousand 


to | 
I then, in the last sentence of | 
ndense what takes several para- | 
srinted matter in the British proc- } 
This } 
peing all the change made from the British procia--} 
mation in the resolution as offered by me, L could see į 


i to be unitled with, 


May, 1861, But for that proclamation of neutrality, 
the rebellion would have been put down in less than 
twelve months. And when I state the number of 
lives that that joke cost, and the number of thou- 
sands of millions of dolars that iteosi Eput it inside 
the mark, for it was more than two hundred thou- 
sand lives and more than two thousand milion dol- 
lars that that practicat joke cost the Government of 
the United States. aie 
~‘Morethan that, sir; that proclamation placed upon 
the water and the land a flag that had never existed 
upon the water or upon the land until that procla- 
mation was issued. That proclamation recognized a 
flag that had neither land nor water to float upon. 
The rebel States were in precisely the same situation 
that the Devil was when he took our Saviour up into 
a high mountain, showed him all the kingdoms of 
the earth, and promised to give them to him if he 
would fall down and worship him, Why, sir, the 
Devil did not own enough to bury him on; neither 
did the rebel contederacy. Every foot of land and 
water within their limits belonged to the United 
States, and when Great Britain, by that proclama- 
tion, called the rebel flag into existence, it committed 
an act of hostility against this Government that has 


| never been paid, never been wiped out, never been 


retaliated for, and never can be, as my friend (Mr. 
Nyk]suggests. ` A 

“Mr. President, what was the situation ofthe United 
States when that proclamation was issued by the Gov~ 
ernment of Great Britain? We had been at peace 
with all tne world tor a long series of years; we had 
been at peace with Great Britain for nearly half a 
century. Our intercourse with Great Britain had 
been of the most friendly and intimate kind. We 
were her best customers; the commerce between 
Great Britain and the United States was greater than 
that between Great Britain and any other nation on 
earth, The old.irritation had been forgotten, and we 
looked upon Great Britain with a friendly eye, as 
our maternal ancestor, if you please to call her so, 
our mother. Why should Great Britain thus volun- 
teer to recognize rebels who neither owned a foot of 
land or water on earth? Sir, the wish was father to 
the thought that this Government was or would be 
destroyed. The rebels at that time had achieved no 
victories. They had bombarded, it is true, a fort 
garrisoned by some seventy or eighty soldiers, but 
they had no armies in the field, no fleets on the ocean, 
no powers as u nation. .'Lhey were simply_rebels 
against a friendly Government when Great Britain 
issued the proclamation that cost us two hundred 
thousand lives, $2,000,000,000, and a thousand ships, 
and which reduced us from the second commercial 
Power on earth tothe fourth or fifth, Ido not mean 
to say that these British pirates actually destroyed 
a thousand ships, but I have a list of the vessels that 
were either captured.and taken from usor burnedand 
those that changed their flags, and they amount, I 
think, to one thousand and seventy; itis over athou- 
sand ships that we lost in consequence of that proc- 
lamation of neutrality. , 

"here are some strong points of resemblance 
between the two cases to which I allude, to wit, the 
condition of the United States and the rebel States 
and of Great Britain and the king of Abyssinia, to 
which I shali call rhe attention of the Senate ere 
long. 

* My course upon this proclamation and its results 
has been atleast consistent from the first. In 1862 
I proclaimed on every stump that I had occasion to 
speak from tbat every dollar of property destroyed 
by English pirates under the rebel flag should be paid 
for, satisfactorily settled, or retaliated for. On the 
14th of December, 1864, I offered a resolution in this 
body directing the Secretary of State to make out a 
bill for every ship destroyed by these British pirates, 
with interest upon the amount from the date of 
destruction to the date of presentation of the bill, and 
asked the Senate to pass it. I have before alluded 
to that resolution. My judgment then was and is 
now that had that resolution passed both Houges of 
Congress unanimously that bill would have been 
paid within six months. ‘Then we were not a Power 
We then had over six hundred 
ships of war in commission and fifty-four thousand 
sailors on board of them, Those ships were armed, 
provisioned, and manned, and we could have assem- 
bled the targest fleet that the world ever saw in 
twenty days. But, sir, that resolution I believe went 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and was 
never heard from after, 

“During the year 1865 the rebellion was brought to 
a close; our armies were disbanded; our ships were 
pot oat of commission; and we then were not pre- 
pared to demand at thec mnon’s mouth a settlement 
of these claims; and in the winter of 1865 I offered 
a resolution in this body declaring not-intercourse 
until those claims should be paid. I belicved then, 
and I believe now, that bad that resolution of non- 
intercourse been passed our ‘Alabama’ claims would 
have been paid within six mouths from its passage; 
but, sir, it was not. K 

“Tn the winter of 1866 I again moved that our 
neutrality laws be so changed as to conform to the 
British construction of their neutrality laws, Sir, had 
we abolished ali of our neutrality laws I believe that 
then those claims would have been paid. : When 
first offered that resolution I was anxious for the 
payment of the claims, We were then expending a 
thousand million dollars a year or more, and forty 
or fifty millions was a matter to us of some conse- 
quence, and I desired to replenish our Treasury. ad 
Great Britain come up and promptly paid those 
claims and apologized to. the Government for the 
wrong she had done us L might, perhaps, have been 
willing to lay aside other considerations and other 
damages: but,sir, she did net meet us in & triendly 
or conciliatory spirit. Bhe refused to recognize our 
Glaims; shewoulinoet asilos them evet; ahe threw 
them out of court. Sud now, lay has gone 


sir, the t 
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by when Ldesire to hear the Alabama claims ever 

again alluded to. What I was then willing to accept 

I would to-day utterly repudiate. . 
“Sir, the Alabama claims were but asmall moiety 


of the:damage done to us by her proclamation of | 


neutrality. Every ship that went tosea during those 
four years of war paid ten per cent. for a war risk. 
‘there wasan item in dollars and cents, and a large 
one, that should have been added to the Alabama, 
claims, .In addition to that are the $2,000,000,000 
that that proclamation cost us, the thousand ships 
that it.cost us, and the two hundred. thousand lives. 
Great Britain can. never restore those two hundred 
thousand lives, but she can. pay the $2,000,0000,000, 
and she:can pay the Alabama claims, and she can 
pay all other losses. Those claims are all added up 
in one round.sum, $2,000,000,000 in all, and. they are 
to-day. a first mortgage on every acre of land: that 
Great Britain owns on this continent or the adjacent 
islands, and they are good security. Iam not only 
satisiied with the claim, but I ain satisfied with the 
security. q A 
Stato has bought one or two little islands down 
somewhere in the Gulf of Mexico. I give notice that 
I will never vote one. single dollar to 
acre of Jand until. that mortgage has been fore- 
closed, until we have taken possession of the prop- 
erty and see whether we want any more. The claim 
is.a good one, and the security is good for the whole 
amount, Itts good for the $2,000,00U,000; it is good 
forthe thousand ships; it is good tor the Alabama 
claims; and it is good for all claims that we have 
against them. And, sir, when we have shut Great 
Britain off irom this continent and the adjacent 
islands it will satisfy the national! honor as weil. 
“Lhe national honor is not satisfied with dollars and 
cents, We have been wounded in a way that dollars 
and cents will never satisfy; but when we own this 
continent, or at least the portion of it that Great Britain 
now holds, when we have Joreclused that mortguge and 
tuken possession and. own the whole, our national 
honor as well as our national elaims will all be satis- 
Jied; and Lnow give notice that the Alabama claims 
wilt never again. be alluded to by me until the time 
arrives to foreclose that. mortgages then, sir, you will 
Jind me ready, g : $ 
But, sir, this question of neutrality has nothing 
at all todo with the Alabama claims, I said there 
weresomestrong points of resemblance between these 
two cases, As l explained at first, this resolution is 
identical with the: proclamation; they are both the 
samo, If this is not good statesmanship, then it is 
because Great Britain has set us a bad example; the 
statesmanship-is hers, not ours; L simply propose 
that we shalt follow her pattern, 
-| Lhe Lible teaches us, ‘whosoever shall smitethee 
ou thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.’ 
Phat, so far as individuals are concerned, if they 
havo arrived at a high slate of Christian perfection, 
is undoubtedly a good Christian rule, but nations 
have no souls, aud nations must be punished on this 
varth for national sins, Therefore the divine ìn- 
Junction does not apply to nations. There is no 
uereatter for a nation, Hence trom the earliest 
ages down to the present time national sins have 
been visited by national judgments. God has trom 
time to time used nations to punish other wicked 
nations; but where the instrument used was itself a 
criminal the crime. was punished although the agent 
may have been for the time being tho agent of the 
Aunighty. Wo had our national sins, and we have 
suffered a terrible national punishment. God, in his 
infinite mercy and goodness and judgment, used 
Great, Britain to: punish us with; bat does that ex- 
viupt Great Britain from punishment for her sins? 
Sir, she must be punished tor her national sins as 
we have beon punished for our national sins. 

Ag 
Great Britain and Abyssinixand the contest between 
tne Government of the United States and the rebels 
have: several points of similarity. ‘he so-called 
rebel States lay. adjacent to, the route of the com- 
merce of the United:States. Abyssinia lies right on 
the groat highway of the English commerce with the 
Hast. Eygiand almost controls the commeree ot the 
China seas and the Indian ocean, The Governinent 
of Abyssinia lies right on the route of English com- 
merce. Lhe rebelsbad uo tlag on land or water, nor 
did they own any land or water. Tho kingdom of 
Abyssinia was an old kingdom when &nglund was 
first recoguized as a Government. 
hada flag for thousands of years, but for the last few 
years she has had no flag upon the water. Pass this 
resolution, sir, and you putthe Abyssinian flag upon 
the ocean as Great Britain put the rebel flag upon 
the ocean. They do not need that their flag should 
bo recognized on Jand. It is already a recognized 


flag, and: has been, as I said before, for thousands | 


oL years, 5 ao 

“Then, again, there is another reason why we 
should ‘exercise perfect neutrality in the contest 
between these Powers. It seems that this is simply 
a matter of court etiquette. ‘There have been some 
love passages, it seems, between the king of Abys- 
sinia and. the queen of -Great Britain, In God’s 
name, What have we to do with the loves and 
amours of kings and princes? The king of Abys- 


sinia considers that his proposition was not treated | 


witt proper respect.. Ido not know anything about 
that, and am not disposed to interfere, 
ut Abyssinia claims to be a lineal descendant of 
King Solomon, and that his kingdom has existed 
iom the days of Solomon. Whether. he. conferred 
iunur upon the little island of Great Britain by prof- 
feriog Lis hand to the queen of Great Britain £ am 
not prepared to say. I ain not prepared to decide 
that question, Ithink that perfect neutrality should 
by exercised by this Government in a case of that 
kind. Let kings and princes and queens settle their 
jitiiy.dove affairs in their own way, aud let as 
exercise perfect neutrality. 


We are informed that the Secretary of- 


pay for another | 


Isaid a moment ago, the contest between | 


Abyssinia has į 


The king | 


“Again, sir, as I said before, by recognizing the flag 
of the rebels England created them into a maritime 
power, and every single ship that appeared under 
therebel flag was an English ship, manned by English 
sailors, armed with English guns, provisioned with 
English provisions, and sailing from a British port. 
In the four years that the rebellion lasted they did 
us a vast amount of injury. Now, sir, if we should 
pass this resolution we recognize a flag that has been 
recognized on land for thousands of years, and we 


exist before, y . 
“Sir, we’have precedent for this. It is not more 
than three years since the present Secretary of State 


merce, and desired that the Congress should pass a 
resolution recognizing the Swiss flag upon the ocean. 
Said I, ‘How ean Switzerland launch -her flag upon 
the ocean? She hasnosea-port.’ ‘That is true,’ 
said Mr. Seward, ‘but she has a flag upon the land, 
and is entitled to a flag upon the ocean if she can 
launch it, and it would bean act of friendly courtesy 
between two republics that that ftag should berecog- 
nized by the United States, although the Swissrepub- 
lie has no seaport.’ Sir, the passage of this resolu- 
tion would be an act of friendly courtesy to a Power 
with which we, if we have any relations, are upon 
friendly relations. 

“During the prevalence of the rebellion American 
chronometers became so cheap in the British market 
that there was absolutely no sale for them at all. 
They were offered for ten cents on the dollar of tho 
cost and found no purchasers. Here permit me to 
say that I am told the king of Abyssinia is a very 
enterprising gentleman; thathe has already an agent 
on his way to this country with commissions; and 
that there are ample funds ready bere now to put 
afloat a fleet that will, perhaps, be advantageous to 
the king of Abyssinia, a matter with which we have 
nothing to do as a matter of course; but, sir, I shali 
be most happy to welcome the Abyssinian flag, and 
I will exercise absolute neutrality between the bel- 
ligerents. If an Abyssinian man-of-war were to 
chase a British ship-of-war into one of our ports I 
would bring her to under the guns of our fort, and if 
she attempted to raise an anchor or to get up steam 
until that British ship-of-war had had twenty-four 
hours to get away I would sink her; { would do just 
what Great Britain did tous, Whenever a ship-of- 
war of ours chased a rebel steamer into a British port 
anywhere on earth they brought the American ship- 
of-war to under the guns of their forts, and they 
would not permit her to leave that port until the 
rebel cruiser had had twenty-four hours within which 
to get away. 
same way. If they attempted to get up steam or even 
to lift their ancbor I would sink the Abyssinian 


would do thesameon the other side. I would observe 
yee neutrality. I am in favor of giving Great 
sritain adose of her own medicine, and not a homeo- 
pathic one, either. i 
“Now, sir, why should we not pass the resolution? 
Why should we not give Great Britain her own proc- 
lamation of neutrality? Why should we not let her 
realize what our sufferings were? If she has any 
claims it does not affect our mortgage on the British 
possessions; she must settle with the king of Abys- 
sinia. If Abyssinian warships should do as the rebel 
cruisers did, illuminate old ocean trom the north to 
the south pole and from the Chincso sca to the Gulf 
of Mexico and throughout all the Pacific ocean with 
t L 


British commerce, it is no concern of ours; Great 
Britain must settle with the king of Abyssinia, not 


with us; we have nothing to do with it. 

“Why, Mr. President, three months after the last 
rebel army surrendered more than thirty of our 
whaling ships were burned in sigbt of the Arctic 
ocean, When that British ship returned to Great 
Britain they brought her to under the guns of Liver- 
pool, and they sent a British officer on board to in- 
quire who the men. wero who had thus in violation 
of the laws of war and after the war had ended been 
committing depredations upon ourcommerce. Well, 
ji sir, there was not a single British subject among 
them all. So we are informed by the British officer 
| who wenton board. ‘They asked one man where he 
wasfrom, and hesaid ‘Be jabers, he was a Spaniard,’ 
{laughter,j and they let him go. They asked another 


man ; and so they went around, and there was not a 
British subject there! „Not one was ever brought to 
punishment. Well, sir, ifthe king of Abyssiniashould 
happen to enlist any seamen in any of our ports it 
would be a violation of neutrality, you know, but we 
have an example set by Great Britain which I trust 
would be literally and strictly followed, and that per- 
fect neutrality would be exercised by this Govern- 
ment during the continuance of the war. Ihave no 
doubt that if you will pass this resolution we shall 
have the pleasure of welcoming from ten to fifty 
Abyssinian ships of war within one hundred days 
from the passage of the resolution, and I have not 


can chronometers were in Great Britain in 1863 and 
1864, J hope, sir, that the resolution will pass.”—Con- 
pressionat Globe, Fortieth Congress, second session, 
page B+. 

“Mr. Coanpier. Myr. President, the Senator [Mr. 
JOHNSON] says truly that both nations speak thesame 
language, and are of similar origin. This would 
have becn a good argument to use to Great Britain 


Senator from California [Mr. Cox 
ought to have remembered that fact at that time: 
but; sir, the British Goverament did not remember 
that fact, and_they went on and committed this act 
of hostility. Now, the Senator from Maryland says 
i| that they are prepared to settle oar claims, and that 
i) they aresorry for the wrongs they have donc us. 


create a maritime power on the ocean that did not | 


sent to me, as chairman of the Committee on Com- | 


I wouid serve the Abyssinians in the | 


ship-of-war that was chasing a British ship; and I | 


man where he was from, and he said he wasa Dutch- i! 


the slightest doubt that foreign chronometers will į 
be as cheap in our markets in six months as Ameri- | 


on the Itth day of May, 1861, though perhaps, as the | 
ESS] suggests, she | 


Li 


have yet to see the first symptoms of sorrow on the 
part of Great Britain.. When we proposed to refer 
these ciaimsto some friendly Power they rejected the 
proposition with scorn; they said they would not 
refer them, and threw us out of court. Now, with 
retaliation hanging over their heads, and the prob- 
ability that in this, their first war, other nations may 
recognize belligerent rights on the part of their 
antagonists, they are willing to refer. 

“Mr. President, nations neither give nor receive 
credit for magnanimity. Great Britain has been a 
bullying Power for the last one hundred years; she 
has bullied all weak Powers and humbly submitted 
to all strong Powers. She is ready to call the king 
of Abyssinia to account; she will be slow to call the 
United States to account. 

. The Senator says this may lead to war. Why 
did it not lead toa war when the process was ori- 
ginated by Great Britain? Why did we not declare 
war if this be a cause of war? Ifit is a cause of war 
now it was a cause of war then, and it istoo late for 
her to comein and consider this, her own act, a casus 
elt. N 
* Sir, I have heard Englishmen make this remark, 

ou dare not punish a traitor, nor dare you resent 
an insult,’ Perhaps, Mr. President, that may be 
true, but I hope it is not. God knows we have been 
insulted cnough for the last six years without having 
that taunt thrown into our teeth. Wehavenot pun- 
ished a traitor, and perhaps we dare not resent a 
national insult; butif such be the case, God save the 
nation.” —/lid., page 87. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I stated 
a few moments ago that every one of these 
propositions presented by me from year to 
year has been in the interest of peace; and” 
the resolution which I have offered to-day is, 
in my judgment, the only peaceful solution of 
the difficulties between Great Britain and the 
United States. 

Sir, why should we carry on negotiations 
when we know that they are futile and base- 
less? We have had treaties after treaties; and 
we are now rejecting them as fast as they are 
presented. This leads to irritation. No man 
doubts, the Senator from Massachusetts most 
ably demonstrated in his exhaustive speech 
the other day, that Great Britain is responsi- 
ble for one balf of the expenses of our late 
war. I uttered the same sentiment nearly two 
years and a half ago upon this floor, and T put 
on file a mortgage upon the British’ North 
American provinces for the whole amount, and 
the mortgage is recorded and the security is 
good. I believe that we may have peace with 
Great Britain upon this basis. If she meets us 
now in a friendly spirit and acknowledges that 
she did us an irreparable wrong, says she deeply 
laments it, and cedeg to us all of her interest 
on the continent of North America in settle- 
ment of these claims, we may have perpetual 
peace with Great Britain; but if she does not 
meet us in a friendly spirit theconsequences be 
upon her. : 

Mr. President, this nation cannot afford to 
have an enemy and an enemy’s base so near, 
as was the case during the late rebellion when 
Canada was a rebel base. . It is a national 
necessity that we should own these British 
possessions. We cannot afford, nor will this 
great nation permit an enemy to have its base 
so near us. If hope that negotiation will be 
opened for the end suggested in the resolution 
which I have offered, and that it will be a 
peaceful negotiation; but if it is not, and if 
England insists upon having war, then let that 
war be short, sharp, and decisive. If that war 
comes, I say here and now that: the sixty 
thousand veteran soldiers of Michigan will 
take the contract to take possession of the 
Canadas in thirty days, and we will not ask a 
man nor a gun from any other State. We have 
more veteran soldiers to-day than all the rest 
of the world put together. There are more 
than two million soldiers in these United 
States that bave been in more than twenty 
battles; and there are uot in all the wortd 
one half as many soldiers inured to battle as 
we have on this continent of North America! 
Do you suppose that Great Britain desires a 
war in Canada with us? No, sir, there will 
be no war on land, and uot much on water. 

Sir, when our ministers abroad, because of 
their complicity with the rebellion in 1861, pro- 
claimed that this Government was overthrown, 
and the ministers of foreign Governments here 
were led to believe that this Government was 
overthrown, it is not surprising that the Gov- 
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ernments of the earth should have believed 
that our country was on the point of dissolu- 
tion. France thought it was a good time for 
her to establish an empire on this continent ; 
she called it a Latin empire, and France made 
Mexico merely a base of her operations. She 
intended to make up her empire from, as the 
British premier asserted, ‘the late United 
States.” That was the expression of the head 
of the British Government, “the late United 
States.” France proposed to make up her 
empire out of the late United States. She was 
first to seize New Mexico and Texas, and then 
the whole of the Louisiana purchase, and was 


thus to have the most magnificent empire that į 


the sun shines upon. 


Great Britain and France were in accord all | 
Had our Gov- | 
ernment been overthrown that empire would jj 


the way through the rebellion. 


have been established ; but the Government of 
the United States was not overthrown, and that 
empire was notestablished. On the contrary, 
when Louis Napoleon was advised that a con- 
tinuance of his troops in Mexico would lead to 
war with. the United States, then having mil- 
lions of bayonets in the field accustomed to 
actual war, Louis Napoleon very considerately 
withdrew not only his armies but his empire. 
He staked the cause of his Mexican empire 
upon the success of the rebellion. Great Brit- 
ain staked her existence on this continent on 
the same issue. By her unfriendly action she 
knew, or should have known, that the rebellion 
must succeed or she must abandon this con- 
tinent. Why ought she not, as the emperor of 
France did, take the hint, and gracefully and 
peacefully submit to a fate which cannot be 
averted ? 

Mr. President, I hope the resolution will 
pass. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
question? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Sen- 
ator from Michigan has offered a resolution, 
which has been read for information. It has 
not yet been taken up; but it lies on the table 
subject to a single objection. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it go over. 

Mr. SUMNER. I move that it be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If no objec- 
tion be made the Chair will put the question 
on that motion. 

Mr. EDMONDS. Very well. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


What is the pending 


The Sen- 


ator from Massachusctts moves that the reso- | 


lution be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. COLE. Mr. President, I find in the 
Sunday Chronicle of yesterday, at the head of 
the first column on the editorial page, in double- 
leaded type, a little article which I wish to have 
read at the Clerk’s desk. 

The Chief Clerk read us follows: 


“The sensation dispatch in the New York World 
of yesterday, that President Grant contemplates a 
called session of Congress in a short time, is evi- 
dently an invention, stated on the authority of a 
California Senator. Not one of the Pacific Senators 
or members from whom we have heard or with whom 
we have conversed has any knowledge of such a 
movement. They are preparing to leave for home 


by rail as soon as the Senate adjourns, and have | 
almost daily conference with the Executive, who has | 
never intimated such a purpose, although he knows | 


We: 


their plans for returning to their constituents. 
feel, therefore, that the statement is either wholly 
unfounded or that it originated in a misundorstand- 
ing, 

Mr. COLE. Mr. President, I have con- 
ferred with my colleague, and he assures me 
that he has not made any such statement; 
and I have for myself to say that I never have 
had a word of conversation with any person 
touching the subject of a called session of 
Congress; thematter has never been discussed 
by any persons in my presence; and before 
reading that article the subject had never en- 
tered my mind. I do not know what could 
bave instigated a publication of the sort; and 


|| this broad statement in reply to it I have 
thought it my duty to make. 

Mr. CASSERLY. Mr. President, it has 
not been the habit of my life to notice articles 
in newspapers, even when they-referred to me 
more directly than that which my colleague 
has brought to the notice of the Senate. 
he has denied the statements of the article sd 
far as he is concerned, itseems to be necessary 
for me also to say to the Senate what is the 
exact truth as respects myself; and that is 
simply this: that the statement is wholly 
unwarranted, has no foundation whatever that 
I can think of. ‘Fhe statement as presented in 
the newspaper where I first saw it was as great 
a novelty to me as it could have been to any 
member of the Senate. I had no conversation 
with anybody on the subject, made no such 
statement, and am utterly ignorant and unable 
to comprehend in what way the report could 
have arisen. 

BAR AT MOUTH OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. KELLOGG. I offer the following res- 
olution, and ask for its immediate considera- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to cause an examination to be made as to ithe condi- 
tion of the barat the mouth of the Mississippi river 
at Southwest Pass, so as to ascertain what obstrac- 
tions to commerce there exist, and report at tho next 


said obstruction and deepening the channel, and the 
probable cost of the same; also the amounts herc- 
tofore expended under the direction of the War 
Department for this purpose. 


Mr. POMEROY. 
but I do not know what expense this contem- 
plates. 

Mr. KELLOGG. My only objectis to ascer- 
| tain the condition of the bar. 
|. Mr. CONKLING, It is a resolution of 
inquiry. 

Mr. POMEROY. If the inquiry did not 
extend outside the office of the War Depart- 
ment it would be a harmless thing ; but if this 
means that some officer of the engineer corps 
is to be sent down there to make an examina- 
tion, or if it contemplates the action of the 
Coast Survey, it may involve considerable 
expense. 

Mr. KELLOGG. There are officers there. 
Engineer McAllister is there. 
is to get what information exists at the present 
time. 

Mr. POMEROY. My only purpose is to 
see what expense we are liable to. 

Mr. KELLOGG. No expense whatever. 

i Mr. POMEROY. Then I have no objection. 
i Mr. CONKLING. I suggest that it would 
be a very violent presumption, and I think 
a violent imputation on the Secretary of War, 
to suppose that he would send some man 
from here to make an examination of this sort 
when we know there are plenty of officers in 
the immediate vicinity who can do it. Cer- 
tainly the resolution may well be passed, the 
Senate relying on it that the Secretary of War 
will do what is proposed in the ordinary inex- 
pensive way, which would be to direct some 
officer there to go and inspect this work and 
make an estimate and return it to him. 

Mr. POMEROY. Nothing short of an engi- 
neer officer will do; and I do not know that 
there is any there; but if the Senator knows 
j it, very well, 

Mr. KELLOGG. There is. 

Mr. POMEROY. If there is no expense 
about it I make no objection. 

Mr. KELLOGG. This is a very important 
matter. It involves the whole vast commerce 
of the Mississippi. Last week there was & 
fiotilla of over fifty vessels on the bar that 
could not get out or in. 


inquiry, and it ought to be made. Congress 

ought to have explicit information on the sub- 

ject by the next session. It affects all the 

commerce of the South and the Northwest. 

| ‘The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


f 

Hi 

j EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

i Mr EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate 


i 
| 
| 
| 
i 
j 
re | 
t 
i 
i 
| 
| 
| 


i 
i 
l 
| 
ji 
} 
| 


As} 


session of Congress asto the best means of removing | 


{ do not like to object; 


My only object | 


proceed to the consideration of: executive 
business. 

The motion was agreed to; and after some 
time spentin executive session the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


Tuespay, April 20, 1869. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. P. New- 
man, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of John 
McNeill, of Texas, praying the removal of his 
political disabilities; which wasreferred to the 
select Committee on the Removal of Political 
Disabilities. 

He also presented the memorial of Adolph 
Kuehn, praying that he may be allowed com- 
pensationas a second lieutenant, less the pay of 
a first sergeant, from the 18th day of January, 
1865, to the 29th day of July, 1865; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

PERSONAL BXPLANATION, 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. President, I have never but 
once heretofore taken occasion to oceupy the 
attention of the Senate with a personal explan- 
ation. Probably no man who has ever filled a 
seat here has had more frequent and ample 
provocation to thus occupy the time of this body, 
but J have studiously forborne, with the excep- 
tion of the occasion alluded to, to thus trespass 
upon its valuable time. As a general rule it 


| is safe to intrust to our constituents our per- 


sonal vindication for acts done here. 

The circumstance, however, to which Iam 
about to allude, is one the current version of 
which impugns not my personal integrity but 
my sense of official propriety and public deco- 
rum, and is related as follows by the Washing- 
ton correspondent of the New York Herald of 
the 18th instant, which I will ask the Clerk to 
do me the favor to read. 

The Chief Clerk read as follows: 


("A Speck of War at the White House—DBelligerent In- 


tervicw Between the President and Senator Loss 

Lhe Senator Ordered to Leave the Heceutive Presence. 

“ Senator Ross, of Kansas, one of the gallantseven 
who voted against impeachment, bearded the presi- 
dential lion in his den this morning. The report is 
that Koss went to the White House to look after 
certain appointments for his far-off State. Ie had 
heard that the President intended to make certain 
nominations incompatible with the slate he (Ross) 
had made out for himself, Ross, like other Senators, 
is human, and has a soul not above yearning for the 
loaves and fishes. Jis soul felt sad at what he had 
learned concerning the designs of President Grant, 
aud to give his soul comfort he wended his way to 
the White Jlouse. Ile was admitted at the same 


| time as old ZACH. CHANDLER, but had the firstchance 


to speak his little piece to the President. 

“CI come, Mr. President, to talk with you aboutthe 
appointments for my Stato, having heard that you 
intend to make certain nominations that may not 
harmonize with my desires, if you deem it worth 
while to consult them in the least.’ — 

“fo which Gravt laconically and interrogatively 
responded, * Well, sir?’ 

“This presidential response wasnot in the’ true 
manner to be relished by the Kansas Senator. ‘Am 
I to understand that I am rightly informed as to 
your stated intentions to disregard my preferences 
in the matter of appointments, Mr. President?’ in- 
quired the Senator. g 

“ “Phat is a question hardly susceptible of an an- 
swer, sir. To what appointments do you allude? 
Inform me, and then Lean reply,’ rejoined Grant. 

‘senator Ross liked the second answer as little as 
the first, but having come for enlightenment he was 
determined not to go away in a fog. The Senator, 
therefore, with suppressed rage, explained the ap- 
pointments to which he had reference. 

‘Frankly, sir,’ said Grant, ‘I intend not to make 


: those appointments.’ 


What sir! You scorn to accommodate me in the 
least,’ exclaimed Ross, boiling over with rage. 

“Sir, I believe I have given you my answer,’ 
firmly but sternly replied Grant, - 

“his is not treating me fairly, Mr. President, nor 


: as one gentlemau should another, uttered Senator 
; Ross, 


Mr. MORTON. This is a very important |j 


“CI have no intention to be dictated to, sir,’ said 
Grant sharply. . 

“Nor have I to be insulted even by you, sir, were 
you twenty times the Prosident,’ exclaimed Ross 
with his ire stirred up.to white heat. 

“CI must decline to be annoyed any further on tho 
subject,’ muttered Grant between his teeth, ‘and 
desire the interview should terminate, 

“You and your desires may go to hell l’ roared out 

SS. . 
Re ‘heave the room, sir! Leave the room, or I shall 
foree you out!’ thundered Grant, 
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* Ross took his departure accordingly, in a terrible 
rage, quitting the White House like one rushing 
from a plague, and harried tothe Capitol. President 
Grant threw himself into a chair the moment tho 
door closed and wiped his brow with his pocket 
handkerchief, evidently very much agitated. 
ZACH, CHANDLER approached and was thus addressed 
by the President: 

“* Excuse me for a few moments, Senator. After 
that interview I must take a little time to cool off” ” 


Mr. ROSS. I trust, Mr. President, that it 
is not necessary for me to assure the Senate, 
in which I have bad the honor of occupying a 
seat for now nearly three years, that the state- 
ments contained in this extract are grossly 


incorrect and slanderous, not only in regard to | 


myself, but also in regard to the distinguished 
gentleman who is now the Executive of the 
nation. ` 

l have definitely ascertained that this state- 
ment, and others of a'still more outrageous 
nature, were promptly dispatched throughout 
the country, and especially to my own State, 


for the basest personal purposes, prompted by | 


parties interestedin manufacturing public opin- 


ion against myself, who were witnesses to that | 
; s. | 
juterview, and knew that those statements 


were false. 

It ig not on my own account solely that I 
make this explanation. I have too long borne 
the shafts of a malignant public criticism, and 
have too recently seen them fall harmless at 
my feet, disregarded by the people of my State, 


who know me best, to feel that these state- | 


ments require even a private denial from me. 


But, sir, the Chief Magistrate of the nation | 
is here represented as forgetting the dignity of | 
his position and the courtesy which is due toa | 


member of the Senate, and as having indulged 
in expressions of passion and resentment un- 
becoming a gentleman in his capacity. In 
simple justice to him, as the head of the nation, 
I feel it my duty to say that on the occasion 
referred to, no words inconsistent with the 
strictest rules of propriety and decorum, found 


utterance from either of the parties to that | 


interview, 

- It is due to myself, also, to say that that 
interview was sought by me not for the pur- 
pose, as is alleged, of importnning the Presi- 
dent for the appointment of this or that man 


to official position. Ihave not yet approached | 
him for that purpose, and have no design, at | 


present at least, of so doing. I did, however, 
seek that interview for the purpose of protest- 


ing against the sweeping changes which were | 


heing made in the officials of my State, whereby 
men who were among the best Republicans 


und the bravest soldiers in that State, were | 
being removed for no assignable cause, and an | 
entirely different class of men installed in their 


piaces, 
Daring that interview I was astounded and 
pained to hear from the lips of the President 


the assertion that ‘where any man had held | 


office during the past year anda half, it was 


presumptive evidence that he was a Johnson | 


n 
man. 


I repeat that I was astounded and pained by | 
this remarkable declaration, for it plainly said j 
that, notwithstanding the fact that fully one! 
| own and the country’s destruction, but having 
earnest, active Radical Republicans and sol- | 
diers, the President’s warmest political friends | 


half the offices of the country were filled by 


and supporters, they must all go, to give place 
to the hordes of bargaining politicians and 


place-hunters who for the past few weeks have | 
blocked the Halls and swarmed in the avenues | 


of the Capitol. : 
We bave in Kansas not less than thirty thon- 


| denunciation of myself. 


During no preceding two years of the history 
of Kansas have those positions been more ably, 
faithfully, or fittingly filled, in any respect; if 
indeed all the requirements of fitness have ever 
before been so fully answered. 

Yet, in the face of this undeniable fact, and 
of the oft-repeated declaration of the Presi- 
dent that changes in the offices of the country 
should be made only for cause, a portion of 
the delegation of that State has demanded, and 
the President has conceded, their summary 
dismissal on the mere charge of want of fealty 
to the Republican party, which charge, in 
many instances, those making it knew to be 
false and slanderous. 

Nor is this all. Scarcely a man has been 
appointed to those positions from the ranks of 
that great army of heroes who so largely rep- 
resent the manhood of that State, and who 
went out with their lives in their hands to 
endure hunger and fatigue, and cold and heat, 
that we might sit here as the representatives 
of a couniry saved. 

But in their stead we have appointed over 
us skulkers in times of danger, and men notori- 
ously unfit for any public trast. In one instance 
a gallant soldier, eminently qualified for the 
position he held, and who will go a cripple to 
his grave, is displaced by a man who not only 
enjoyed the security of his fireside during the 
war, bnt is known to have been a pro-slavery 
sympathizer during the border ruffian disturb- 
ances of the then Territory. 

In another, a soldier is dismissed to make 
room for a mere camp-follower, who made it 
his occupation during the war to plunder the 
Government at every turn, and fill his own 
purse with the ill-gotten gains of stolen beef. 
In still another, a brave and gallant soldier as 
ever drew a blade, who entered the army a pri- 
vate and won his epaulets with his sword, is 
displaced by a man whose only recommenda- 
tion, in the eyes of those to whom he owes his 
appointment, is his personal hostility to and 
defamation of myself. 
fact, will apply to nearly every appointment 
that has yet been made in my State. The ac- 
knowledged military services and past faithful 
political and official records of the incumbents 
all go for nothing when weighed against that 
paramount and all-essential qualification of 
having been my persistent and fierce calum- 


niators, and the fiercer the better, in theestima- | 


tion of those who are the new-found patrons 
of these appointees. 

The faithful, intelligent, and influential Radi- 
cal Republican, be he soldier or civilian, may 
go back to his law, his farm, or his shop. This 
Administration has no use for his services, how- 
ever valuable they may have been, if he has 
held office during the last year and a half, and 
has not had the sagacity to ward off the com- 
ing storm bya timely and wholesome personal 
It was not sufficient 
that these gentlemen should openly, every- 
where, and decisively dissent from the policy 
of President Johnson and from the course 
which I thought best to pursue when I believed 
that the Republican party was hastening to its 


failed to burrow into the deeps of slander and 


personal vituperation it counts nothing, and | 
| they must go. 


‘Che soldier may look back with proud satis- 
faction upon the record of his four years’ gal- 


laut service; he may recall the bloody scenes | 
| of that history, all of which he saw and part | 
i of which he was, and count the nights and days | 
| of hungerand toiland of mortal danger cheer- 


fully borne in behalf of the land he loves; he 
may think of a limb left upon the field of bat- 
e, a memento of his courage and his faith in 


| his country’s cause; he may contemplate with | 
such hope and consolation as he can the dis- !) 
mal future through which he is condemned to | 
pass, a useless cripple, or his body cicatrized | 
with wounds; it all counts nothing if he has || 


been so imprudent as to accept a favor from 
me, his friend and fellow-soldier, when I had 
itin my power to serve him. This Adminis- 
tration has no use for him. 


This consideration, in 


i 


his military or political record, no matter how 
faithfully he may have served his country in 
the sanguinary contests of the field or his party 
in that great civil engagement which elevated 
to the Presidency the great captain of the age— 
which put an end to strife and gathered in 
the fruits of the glorious victory in the field, 
if he has ‘‘held office during the last year 
and a half?’ that fact ‘‘is ‘presumptive evi- 
dence’ that he is a Johnson man,” and he 
must go. 

Mr. President, during my term of service 
here I have sought a recognition of the claims 
of my fellow-soldiers to public honor and sta- 
tion, and by my aid many have been appointed 
to offices which they have filled honestly and 
well. The fact that Mr. Johnson did himself’ 
the honor to appoint them, though they nearly 
all were and are Republicans, and the further 
fact that they are my friends, is not a suficient 
ground for their removal by a Republican 
President, himself a soldier. If he ostracises 
them from personal pique, or to gratify the 
animosity of others, he does no honor to him- 
self and no service to the country; and I, as 
their friend and comrade, will-not stand by and 
acquiesce in it from any considerations of per- 
sonal interest or hope of executive favor. 

These men are among the country’s heroes. 
The President, with the consent of the Senate, 
may take from them the petty offices by: which 
they hoped to eke outa subsistence until the 
grave shall close over the last of their fast- 
diminishing numbers, but he cannot take from 
them their right to recognition and favor be- 
cause of their service, nor their power to vindi- 
cate that right by their and their children’s 
ballots. And any Administration which de- 


| grades that right to or below the level of mere 


party or personal claims, willbe taught its folly 
by those ballots. 

Mr. President, for twenty years it has been 
my pleasure, though not my profit, to belong 
to thatadvauced corps of politicians now known 
as Radical Republicans. No man joined with 
more earnest zeal and hopefulness in urging 
upon the Republican party, long before the 
assembling of its general convention; the nom- 
ination of the distinguished chief who is now 
our national Executive. No man looked for- 
ward with more painful apprehension to the 
possible success of his rival candidate. No 
man more clearly foresaw than I, that in the 
then disturbed relations of the Republican 
party the name of General Grant would be to 
us a pillar of fire, which would lead us to vic- 
tory and save the country from impending 
disaster. Iso thought then, and Isothink now, 
He is now the President, and the country is 
saved; and I think I may say without fear of 
contradiction, by the judgment of the near 
future, that no man endured so muchas I from 


| the revilings and maledictions of disappointed 


partisans, to secure that result. 
But I have no regrets, but rather gratulation 


i that it was so. We had fallen upon evil times, 


when none but a great master mind in the ex- 
ecutive chair, such as I hoped and believed his 


| would prove to be, could extricate us from the 
| toils into which incompetents and malcontents 
| had drawn us. 


That hope and belief, though 
somewhat shaken by recent developments, are 
not destroyed. I expect to sustain the Admin- 
istration and the party which it represents with 
becoming zeal and with such ability as I pos- 
sess, because I yet have faith in their wisdom 
and their justicé. But the support which I have 
given to my party or to its acknowledged or 
official leaders has never been, and never shall 
be, a blind, interested, orsubservientsupport. I 
have obeyed my convictions of duty heretolore, 
and shall do so henceforth. A combination of 
my colleagues from Kansas in Congress has 
been formed to drive me from political life 
because I have dared to defy the dictattou of 
party when I believed that other objects than 
the country’s good were sought to be subserved 


i thereby, and I fear the President has been 
|i deceived into giving thatcombination his power- 
| ful aid. 
No matter what ` 


Heuce the sweeping and unjust re- 
movals of officeholders, chiefly Repablicuns 
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and soldiers, threatened or accomplished, 
merely because they are my friends, and as an 
important, part of that party machinery which 
is bheing used for my destruction. 

Mr. President, 1 neither court nor shun that 
contest. : 1 have faced many a danger before 
without loss of nerve or self-respect, or the 
good opinion of those whose judgment I re- 
gard. Iwill not ery for quarter or lick the 
fect of power, or abate one jot of heart or 
hope, however fierce the attacks upon me. I 
will support the Administration just so long as 
it commands my confidence as a representa- 


tive of the free principles I have sustained | 


from boyhood through evil and through good 


report. Whether the Administration goes right | 
or wrong I will adhere to the great patriotic | 


Republiean party, in station or out of station, 
so long as itadheres to its life-long champion- 
ship of freedom and equal justice to all; and 
I will criticise and oppose all acts of the Ad- 
ministration or the party, which I believe to be 
unjust to my comrades and friends, or destruc- 
tive of the interests of the country, to which I 
owe my first allegiance. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
resolution I offered some days since touching 
the final adjournment of this body. 

Mr. POMEROY. 
me, I should like to make a single remark. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly ; I withdraw the 
motion, 

Mr. POMEROY. I do not wish to occupy 
any time on this matter of controversy between 
my colleague and the President or the Admin- 
istration. Iam well satisfied with the Presi- 
dentand well satisfied with the Administration. 
if my colleague has any controversy with either 
it is for him to choose his way of settling it. 
For my own part I see nothing to complain 
of and nothing to censure in the conduct of 
the President or of the Administration in rela- 
tion to the appointments in my State. There 
have been some removals, and those I believe 
are such ag will be sustained by the people of 
the State. The soldiers to whom my colleague 
has referred were soldiers who took position 
with the Democratic party, and in two instances 
they ran as candidates last year on the Demo- 
cratic ticket. We thought a change in that 
regard was demanded by the Republicans of 
the State, and General Grant concurred in 
that view. [think that is the head and front 
of his offending. What is personal between 
the President and my colleague I desire to say 
nothing about. I have no personal reminis- 
cences about myself to relate. I think every- 
thing is going on well, and I am very well 
satisied, and the people of my State are, with 
the result. 

FINAL ADJOURN MENE. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the resolution 
fixing the day of adjournment. 

Mr. SUMNER. I do not think it advisable 
to take that up this morning. I do not think 
we are sufficiently far advanced now to fix the 
time. I understand that we are to have mes- 
sages from the President to-day communicat- 
ing additional uominations, the last that we 
are to have; but they are to come to-day prob- 
ably in considerable number, Now, 
rules of the Senate, 
committees, who may be expected to report 
to-morrow, perhaps. Then, under the rules 
of the Senate, they must lie over another day, 
so that they cannot be considered withou 
unanimous consent until Thursday. Mean- 
while there 
re Senate, and judging from our expe- 


tion of tl 
encouraged to be 


rience yesterday 1 am not 
lieve that we shall easily 
those. Then, behind all are two treaties to 
which I only allude, and I ask Senators who 
are in favor of those treaties 


I move to take up the | 


If the Senator will allow | 


under the | 
those must be referred to | 


get to the end of | 
| premature. 
! lie until we fairly 


are other nominations that have | 
already been made which willrequire the atten- |, 


, and especially | 


i es A : | 
those who are in favor of a treaty thatis deeply | 


interesting to the Pa 
ing now to vote an adjournment that shall 
operate unfavorably on that treaty ? 


cific coast, if they are will- ; 


‘ shall be brought to a close. 


i on Saturday, April 17, 1889, at 


I hope, therefore, that the Senate will not 
proceed with the consideration of this resolu- 
tion to-day. I think that we had better pro- 
ceed with our regular business; and therefore 
I move that the Senate now proceed to the 
consideration of executive business. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope the Senator from 
Massachusetts will do me the honor to with- 
draw that. 

Mr. SUMNER. What the Senator has to 
say he can say on my motion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No; itisnot debatable. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; I withdraw the 
motion for the purpose of letting the Senator 
be heard, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Iam very sorry that the 
Senator from Massachusetts still has the 
chronic difficulty about him that generally 
attacks him when anybody wants to adjourn. 
We have had a little experience which ought 
to have taught us that the sooner we fix a day 
of adjournment a day or two hence the more 


| certain we are to dispose of all the treaties that | 


my friend thinks ought to be disposed of, and 
to dispose of all the nominations that ought 
to be disposed of and finish them. ‘here is 
nothing so certain as a persuasive argument to 
gentlemen to work as the fact that they must 
finish their work by a certain time. Expe- 
rience has demonstrated that. We shall not 
then, I take it, give up the mornings to long 
diatribes on the subject of foreign relations or 
to unnecessary personal explanations, but shall 
devote ourselves to business. 


opened; how far they have progressed it is not 


never will be brought to a close. I hope, 


‘therefore, that my friend will not insist upon 
‘undertaking to make a flank movement by 
; moving to go into executive session, but that 


he 
others, fairly and squarely, and let the Senate 
take a vote upon the question whether they 
will consider this subject or not. 
Mr. HOWARD. I should like to have the 
resolution reported. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
Mr. HOWARD. 


It is not up. 
I should be glad to have 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
read. 


f 


tion, submitted by Mr. Epmusps on Friday 


i last: 


Resolved, That the President pro tempore be, and is 
hereby, directed to adjourn the Senate without day, 
five o’elock afternoon. 

Mr. SUMNER. I would make one remark 
in reply to my friend from Vermont. When 
the Senate has finished its business then itcan 


vote to adjourn, but until the business is finished | 
iend is ¿i 


it seems to me the proposition of my fr 
Į would suggest to him to let it 
see the end of our work. We 
next day, ang then 


may see it to-morrow or the 
hy 


we shall be ready for his proposition ; but w 
tie our hands in advanee and then be con- 
strained in all that we do, in all our disces: 
sions, whether on nominations or on treaties, 


will meet this question, as he does all |: 


“It will be | 


d 
‘he Chief Clerk read the following resolu- į 


by a vote to leave these seats at a particulay 
hour? Therefore I must persevere in my 
motion that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Itis moved 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of executive business. 

s ; : 

The question being put, there were on a 
division—ayes 24, noes 25. 

Mr. SUMNER. Let us have the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 25, nays 31 ; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Abbott, Brownlow, 
|! Buckingham, Carpenter, Chandler,Cole,Cragin, Fes- 
| senden, Harlan, Harris, Howe, Kellogg, McDonald, 

Morton, Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, Ross, Schurz, 
|| Sherman, Sumner, Thayer, Warner, and Wilson—25. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Cameron, Casserly, Cat- 
| tell, Conkling, Corbett, Davis, Drake. Edmunds, 
| Fenton, Fowler, Gilbert, Hamilton, Hamlin, Howard, 
McCreery, Morrill, Nye, Patterson, Pomeroy, Pool, 
Pratt, Scott, Spencer, Stewart, Thurman, Tipton, 
Trombull, Willey, Williams, and Yates—al. 

. ABSENT—Messrs. Bayard, Ferry, Grimes, Norton, 


Osborn, Saulsbury, Sawyer, Sprague, Stockton, and 
Vickers—10. is 


So the motion was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ques- 
tion recurs on the motion of the Senator from 
Vermont, to take up the resolution indicated 
| by him. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move to amend it so as 
to make the final adjournment ‘ton Thursday 
next at four o’clock in the afternoon.”’ 

Mr. POMEROY. It seems to me the Sen- 
ator had better say Friday. Ihave learned 
this morning that there is to be some change 
in administering the Indian department re- 
lating to my State, that the agents and super- 
intendents are to be changed with a view of 
meeting the new condition of things which has 
been shadowed forth once or twice by the 
President, and some time to day or to-morrow 
the nominations will come in. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I understand that every- 
thing will come in to-day; but I suggest to 
my friend that if, sitting alone as we do, it 
should be found at the last hour that we want 
i two or three hours mere, or a day, we can 
extend the time by a majority vote. 

Mr. POMEROY. I know; but when the 
time is set Senators are impagicnt and it is dif- 
ficult to get another day after persons have 
made theirarrangements toleave. When Sen- 
ators have packed up and made their arrange- 
ments to leave and bought their tickets to go 
on a certain day I have never known them to 
| be willing to put itoff another day. So I think 
out of abundant caution we had better say 
| Friday; and if our Quaker friends are nom- 
i| inated to these offices we can confirm them, 
i| as I suppose they will be. I understand so, 
be right about it. We can 
|| get off by Friday, I think, with the work tol- 
i erably well done. If we try to get off before 
we shall leave it undone. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should have had more 
faith in the observations of my friend, in whom 
I almost always have faith, if he had voted the 
other way on the question of adjourning at 
some time. 

Mr. POMEROY. I voted not to go into 
executive session in order to settle the ques- 
tion at this time. 

Mr, EDMUNDS. Then I pay respectful 
attention to what my friend says. 

Mr. POMEROY. I do not suppose that I 
voted right, but I voted with the Senator from 
Vermont. [Laughter.] 

Mr, EDMUNDS. That is pretty strong 
evidence that the Senator voted right. {Laugh- 
i ter.] But the prevailing idea with gentlemen 
with whom I have conversed is that we ought 
to-morrow afternoon and that we 
To accommodate views, however, 
| I have proposed Thursday afternoon at fous 
| o'clock, which gives us a day's work on Thurs- 
| day, which ought to satisty everybody. If the 
; Senator is not satisfied with that, he ean try 
Friday, and see whether he can get a majority 


Boreman, 


t 
i 


i though 1 may vot 


i 
i to adjourn 
| can do so. 
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for that; but I have gone to the extreme to 
which my good nature and my sense of pro- 
priety will carry me in proposing Thursday at 
four o'clock. 

Mr. POMEROY. The Senator is aware 
that the only way to try Friday is by voting 
down his motion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
move to amend it. , 

Mr. POMEROY. No; under the rules you 
cannot move to amend a motion of this kind. 
This is not one of those cases where the long- 
est time named has to be put first. This is 
not a question of filling up blanks. There is 
no way under our rules by which we can amend 
this resolution unless by moving a new res- 
olution as a sub:titute for this resolution 
entirely. i 

Mr. TRUMBULL. You can move tostrike 
out Thursday and insert Friday. 

Mr. POMEROY. Well, I will submit it 
asa question of order: will it be in order for 
me to move to substitute Friday for ‘Thursday ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Sen- 
ator can move to amend the amendment to a 
certain extent. 

Mr. POMEROY. Task if it is in order to 
make the amendment I have indicated ? 

Mr. SUMNER. If the Senator hesitates 
to make the motion I will make it. 

Mr. POMEROY. If it is in order for the 
Senator to make it I apprehend it is in order 
for me to offer it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If the 
motion to amend is made the Chair will receive 
it, if there be no objection. 

Mr. POMEROY. I make the motion. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I suggest that a motion to 
strike out and insert is not a divisible question. 
The Senator from Kansas cannot. get at his 
object in this way. The only way to get at it 
is by first voting down this motion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Such is 
the impression of the Chair. 

Mr. POMEROY. I know the Senator from 
Maine is right, but as the Chair said he would 
entertain the motion I thought I would make it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desired to correct the 
Chair. A motion to strike out and insert is 
nol divisible by the express provision of the 
rules. 

Mr. MORRILL. I understand that all the 
nominations we-are to have will come in to- 
day. Iam quite satisfied that all the treaties 
that ought to be ratified and all the nomina- 
tions that will be confirmed can be dispatched 
in three hours. We can as well get through 
to-morrow as next week. I shall vote for the 
shortest time. 

Mr. RAMSEY. How would they be dis- 
patched in three hours, I ask the Senator? 
Not as they should be, not with the care and 
examination which they require. 

Mr. POMEROY. ‘The way is open to my 
friend from Massachusetts to move his amend- 
ment. He said be would move it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
said he would entertain the motion if there 
was no objection. Objection has been made, 
and, in the apprehension of the Chair, the 
motion is not in order. 

Mr.SUMNER. Isit not in order toamend 
an amendment? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Tt is not 
in order to divide a motion to strike out and 
insert. The motion of the Senator from Ver- 
mont is to strike out and insert, which is not 
divisible. 7 
; Mr. SUMNER. Ido not propose to divide 
it. I move a substitute for the amendment of 
the Senator from Vermont, and I submit that 
such a substitute is in order. If I understand 
my friend, he moves to amend the original 
proposition by substituting Thursday at four 
o'clock for another day, which is named in the 
resolution; and now I move to substitute for 
his amendment the next day, Friday. It seems 
to me that is in order, 
to an amendment, and it is a substitute to his 
substitute. Besides, the longest time is taken 
first. Lt has that practice in its support. 


Not at all; you can 


i 


It is an amendment |; 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The longest 
time is not taken first except in filling blanks. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; I do not putit 
on that ground. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. In the 
apprehension of the Chair—and the Chair is 
confirmed by the Senator from Maine [Mr. 
Hamuin] who is much better able to judge— 
the motion of the Senator from Massachusetts 
is not in order, although the Chair offered to 
entertain it if no objection was made. Objec- 
tion being made, the Chair is obliged to rule 
it out of order. The object of the Senator 
from Massachusetts can be accomplished by 
voting down this amendment. 

Mr. SUMNER. Do Lunderstand the Chair 
to rule that the amendment is not in order? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, The Chair 
rules so. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well. Then I hope 
the Senate will be good enough to vote down 
the proposition of my friend from Vermont. 
I know he will not take it unkindly; I rather 
think he will like it, [laughter, ] because after 
all, though he does move so constantly to go 
away from this city, I know his natural fidelity 
as well as his great ability. Therefore I think 
the Senate cannot do anything more agreeable 
to my friend, perhaps, than to vote him down; 
and I am sure they could do nothing 

Mr. EDMUNDS. More agreeable to you. 
(Laughter. ] 


Mr. SUMNER. Thatis a matter of very |! 
little importance; but they can do nothing | 


which will contribute more to the public busi- 
ness. I do not think we can get through with 
the public business by Thursday afternoon at 
four o’clock. Consider how many nominations 
we shall have to discuss, how many speeches 
may be made on several of those nominations. 
And then allow me to call attention to two 
treaties that are pending before the Senate, 
one of which a large number of Senators are 
deeply interested in, allthe Senators, I think, 
from the Pacific coast; and I may appeal to 
those Senators, and others who are interested 
in that treaty, not to allow a day to be fixed that 
will preclude the proper discussion of that 
treaty. I hope, therefore, the proposition of 
my friend from Vermont will be voted down, 
and that then the Senator from Kansas will 
move, orif he does not come up to the mark 
I will move, to insert Friday. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I shall 
not be so happy to be voted down as my friend 
from Massachusetts thinks ; but I wish to call 
the attention of the Senate to the sympathetic 
feeling of my friend from Massachusetts for 
the Pacific coast all at once. Only think of 
the Atlantic calling across the continent to the 
Pacitic to save him one more day for an exec- 
utive session in order that he may take care 
of their interests! Jam sure I cannot add 
anything to an appeal of that kind; bat I hope 
we shall vote. ; 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Vermont. 

Mr. CONKLING. Whatisthe amendment? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To name 
Thursday, at four o’clock in the afternoon, as 
the time of adjournment. 

Mr. SUMNER called for the yeas and nays ; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. CONKULING. I shall vote for this 
amendment, although I think it is quite objec- 
tionable in putting off unnecessarily the time 
of adjournment. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 

resulted—yeas 29, nays 27; as follows: 
. YEAS—Messrs. Buckingham, Cameron, Casserly, 
Conkling, Corbett, Davis, Edmunds, Fenton, Fow- 
ler, Gilbert, Hamilton, Hamlin, Howard, Kellogg, 
McCreery, Morrill, Patterson, Pool, Pratt, Sawyer, 
Scott, Stewart, Stockton, Thurman, Tipton, Trum- 
bull, Willey, Wiliams, and Yates—29, 

NAYS— Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Boreman, 
Brownlow, Carpenter, Cattell, Chandler, Cole, Cra- 
gin, Drake, Fessenden, Harlan, Harris, McDonald, 
Morton, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, Ross, 


Schurz, Sherman, Spencer, Sumner, Thayer, Warner, 
and Wilson—27. 


i 


ABSENT—Messrs. Bayard, Ferry, Grimes, H 
Norton, Nye, @sborn, Saulsbury, Sprague, and Vio 
ers—10. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ques- 
tion recurs on the resolution as amended. 

Mr. SUMNER asked for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to say one word. 
I do not care much whether the adjournment 
is fixed for one day or another. I apprehend, 
however, that there is always a difficulty in 
fixing the exact hour, because we cannot tell in 
this executive session whether at that hour we 
shall beready. Someof the nominations that 
are to come in to-day, as well as some others 
that are now here, may and probably will be 
rejected. If they are rejected atso late an hour 
that the President has not time for considera- 
tion it creates an embarrassment; and if they 
are crowded into a very few moments, that 
embarrassment may be very injurious, If this 
resolution were put in a different shape, so 
that the Senate could control the matter, I 
would not object to fixing Thursday. If in- 
stead of saying “Thursday at four o'clock’? it 
said ‘that when the Senate adjournson Thurs- 
day it shall adjourn without day’’ we should 
then have all the time at our command until 
the next day, Friday, at noon. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Make that motion. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ido not know that I 
can make the motion; but if it is in order I 
will move that as a substitute for the resolution. 
I think that would enable us to accomplish all 
that is necessary, whereas the Senate may be 
seriously embarrassed by fixing the exact hour 
of four o’clock in the afternoon of Thursday. 
Under the amendment which I propose, if we 
get through on Thursday at noon we can then 
adjourn, or at four o’clock, or at nine o’clock 
in the evening, or the next morning, just as we 
please, for it will be Thursday until Friday at 
noon, and the Senate will have the matier 
under perfect control. If, therefore, it is in 
order, [ move as a substitute to the resolution 
a provision that when the Senate adjourns on 
Thursday next it adjourn without day. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That mo- 
tion is in order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is perfectly satis- 
factory to me, because I verily believe we can 
adjourn by Thursday noon. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If we can I shall be 
very glad. i à 
Mr. CONKLING. I should like to inquire 
of some Senator who knows what the practical 
difference is between the resolation as it stands 
now and the resolution proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Maine, except that suggested by the 
Senator from Vermont that we may be able to 
adjourn earlier on Thursday. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We can sit later on that 
d 


ay. 
Mr. CONKLING. I beg pardon of the Sen- 
ator; practically in that respect it is the same 
thing. There is no House in session to ask a 
concurrence with, and therefore every moment 
it is in order for any Senator to move to extend 
the time one hour or two hours or any other 
period; and during my brief service here I 
have seen it done three or four or five times 
in a single day without any difliculty. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. A single objection 
would carry it over. 

Mr. CONKLING. I beg the Senator’s par- 
don, one single objection would not carry it 
over under the practice of the Senate as it has 
been, and as [ am sure the Journal will show. 
However, if anybody has an idea that we can 
adjourn in advance of four o’clock on Thurs- 
day, that may be a practical reason for putting 
the resolution in this form. If, however, it is 
an invitation to ourselves to stay here during 
the night and have a night session, as the Sen- 
ator says, making it all Thursday until Friday 
morning, I do not think that would be a very 
good or cautious arrangement to make. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. All I have to say is 
that no Senator can suppose I am more anxious 
to stay here late on Thursday night, or until 
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Friday morning or Friday noon, than any other 
man. As I said when 1 began, I do not feel 
any great interest in the decision of this ques- 
tion ; but I foresee that we may be in difficulty, 
and I would rather avoid it. 

_ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Maine, which will be reported. | 

The Cuter CLerx. It is proposed to amend | 
the resolution so as to read: 

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns on Thurs- 
day next it adjourn without day. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

_ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ques- 
tion is on the resolution as amended, upon 
which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 82, nays 24; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Buckingham, Cameron, Casserly, |; 
Cattell, Conkling, Corbett, Cragin, Davis, Drake, Ed- |; 
munds, Fenton, Fessenden, Fowler, Gilbert, Hamil- |} 
ton, Hamlin, Howard, Kellogg, McCreery, McDon- 
ald, Morrill, Patterson, Pool, Scott, Scewart,Stockton, į 
Thurman. Tipton, Trumbull, Willey, Williams, and 
Wilson—32, ’ 

NAYS — Messrs. Abbott, Anthony, Boreman, 
Brownlow, Carpenter, Chandler, Harlan, Harris, 
Morton, Pomeroy, Pratt, Ramsey, Rice, Robertson, 
Ross, Sawyer, Schurz, Sherman, Spencer, Sprague, 
Sumner, Thayer, Warner, and Yates—24, 

ABSENT—Messrs. Bayard, Cole, Ferry, Grimes, | 
Howo, Aorton, Nye, Osborn, Saulsbury, and Vick- |} 
ers—10. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. SUMNER. I move that the Senate || 
proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 

The motion was agreed to ; and after some | 
time spent in executive session the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


Wepyespay, April 21, 1869. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J, P. New- 
man, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. SUMNER. Isenda resolution to the 
Chair which I do not ask action upon to day ; 
it can lie on the table. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution, as 
follows: 


Resolved, That the existing order for the adjourn- 
ment of the Senate without day is hereby rescinded. 


Mr. SUMNER. It can lie on the table, to || 
be called up to-morrow. i 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The reso- |, 
lution will He on the table. li 
SURVEY OF THE ISTHMUS OF DARIEN. 

Mr. WILSON. I move thatthe Senate take i 
up for consideration a resolution submitted || 
some days ago by me. |i 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate | 

i 

t 

i 

{ 


proceeded to consider the following resolution, 
which was submitted by Mr, Wrisoy on the | 
16th instant: f 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and | 
he hereby is, authorized, with the consent of the | 
Government of Colombia, to cause a thorough sur- | 
vey to be made for a ship-railway or ship-canal | 
across the Isthmusof Darien, from San Miguel tothe | 
Gulf of Uraba or Darien. f 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. In the | 
apprehension of the Chair such a resolution 
is not in order at a called executive session. 

Mr. SUMNER. I was going to call the | 
attention of the Chair to that very question, | 
whether it was in order. ; 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Itisa joint | 
resolution, and it is not competent for the Sen- 
ate now to act upon a joint resolution. 

Mr. WILSON. Itis not a joint resolution. 

Mr SUMNER. Itis nota joint resolution, 
but it relates to legislative matter. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It relates 
to legislative business, and therefore should be | 
a joint resolution. 

Mr. WILSON. It was offered as a simple 
Senate resolution; and the survey that was i 
originally made, of which a report was made to ii 


| merely suggests the point of order. 


the Government, was under a simple Senate 
resolution. 

Mr. POMEROY. 
why it is net in order. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


I do not see any reason 


The Chair 
He will 

not rule the resolution out of order if no objec- 

tion be made to it. 

Mr. POMEROY. 
resolution read again. 

The Chief Clerk read the resolution. 

Mr. POMEROY. The criticism that I would 
make would be that it should be addressed to 
the President of the United States. 

Mr. WILSON.. I have a0 objection to the 
change suggested by the Senator from Kansas ; 
bat the resolution on Which the surveys were 
once made, of which we have a volume of 
reports, was a resolution of the Senate author- 
izing the Secretary of the Navy to do it. 
am willing to substitute’ the President of the 


I should like to have the 


|! United States for the Secretary of the Navy. 


The resolution leaves it discretionary; he need 
not do it unless he pleases. It is simply de- 
claratory. Iwill say that the report made by 
an officer employed over the route it is pro- 
posed to examine shows it to be a feasible 
route if that report is to be relied upon. An 
article published in Putnam’s Magazine a few 
weeks ago showed very clearly that a way had 
been found across the mountains at an eleva- 
tion of only one hundred and seventy-eight 
feet. Ifthis is true, a practicable route has been 
discovered, and this resolution confines the 
examination to that route. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I should 
like to inquire of my colleague, who has cer- 


| tainly given attention to this question, whether 
| he has had any estimates of the probable cost 
! of such a survey? Iask the question because 
' I inferred, from the attention I was called to 


give to the other question of a ship-canal there, 
that the surveys would be costly, and that they 
would also take time. I should suppose these 
surveys would, perhaps, be as costly as the 
others. 

There is also another point to which I should 
like to call attention. ‘The resolution of my 
colleague provides that this shall be with the 
consent of the Governmentof Colombia. What 
is the consent of the Government of Colombia 
given to the United States but a treaty, a con- 
vention between two Powers? The United 
States has already concluded a convention 
with the Government of Colombia, the first 
article of which provides for a survey of this 
very route, not to find a ship railway, but to find 


| a ship-canal. 


It seems to me that this resolution, which is 


! addressed merely to the Secretary of the Navy, 
| does open the way first to a very considerabie 
| expenditure, and secondly tosomething in the 
‘nature of negotiations between the ey 
mention this simply to callattention to its char- | 
i acter. 


States and the Government of Colombia. 


Iam so much interested in any enter- 
prise of that kind that I should vote for this 
resolution even if it should entail upon us con- 


| siderable expense and subject us also to another 


negotiation. 


Mr. WILSON. It is said to be thirty-seven 


| miles across that part of the Isthmus; and 


how much it would cost would depend upon 
the thoroughness of the survey. It seems to 


` me that a preliminary survey, @ survey at any 
i rate from which some judgment may be de! 
rived as to the practicability of a ship-canal or | € l 
| perfection of the resolution, so as to have it 
| 


ship-railway across there, could be done for a 


very small sum of money by the Navy Depart- | b j: 
| instead of the Secretary of the Navy. 


ment. It seems to me wrong to pass a reso- 
lution to doa thing of that kind in the country 
of a friendly Power without asking its leave, 


ily granted. What is proposed is simply an 
examination of the route 


But if Senators think we had better take no 


‘action on the matter now I will not press the 
: resolution at present. 


I thought. from the 
interest manifested in the subject by the voum 


© and therefore I have put in the resolation the | 
‘words ‘with the consent of the Government | 
| of Colombia.” That, I suppose, will be read- | 


across the Isthmus. | 


try, that it would be well to make the examin- 
ation this season if we could; and especially 
so as the article to which I have referred, 
written by a civil engineer who passed over this 
route, and who gives a very interesting account 
of it, seems to show that the thing is perfectly 
practicable. Certainly if his statement be 
correct there can be no doubt of it; and this 
examination is confined to the route over which 
this engineer went and of which he has given 
a very interesting account. 

i Mr. THURMAN. I suppose there can be no 
question that no money can be drawn from the 
‘Treasury without an appropriation. I would 
inquire of the honorable Senator from Massa- 
chusetts who moves this resolution whether 
there is any appropriation that would cover 
|! this survey? Thereis no necessity for passing 
|| the resolution unless the survey is to be under- 
taken and prosecuted before the session of 
Congress next winter. ‘Lhe whole matter can 
be left until next winter, unless it is desirable 
to prosecute the survey now. The resolution, 
I suppose, contemplates that the survey shall 
be commenced at least before the next session 
of Congress. Now, the question I wish to 
submit to him is, is there any appropriation 
that would cover such a work; and if not, is 
| it competent for us to make an appropriation? 
Would not that be legislation ? 

Mr. WILSON. We certainly cannot make 
an appropriation; but the adoption of the res- 
| olution would call the attention of the Admin- 
istration to the subject, and action might be 
taken in regard to obtaining the consent of that 
| friendly Power, and readiness might be made 
to enter upon the work, perhaps, without any 
| appropriation; and it is possible that the Navy 
| Department have means within their power to 
employ persons to make this examination with- 
out any special cost to the Government. 
| Mr. THURMAN, Then I would beg leave 
| to suggest to the Senator that he modify his 
resolution so as to request the Presideut to 
obtain the consent of the Colombian Govern- 
ment to this survey, and confine it simply to 


that. 

| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ep- 
MUNDS in the chair.) The Chair will state for 
| the information of the Senate, and in conform- 
| ity with the opinion of the proper Presiding 
Officer, that, in the opinion of the Chair, this 
resolution is not in order, inasmuch as it un- 
dertakes to provide for that which only the law 
can provide for rather than a mere resolution 
of one body. Itis in the nature of executing 
a public work, which can only be done by 
authority of law. The Chair will, however, 
| submit the question of order to the Senate for 
i its determination; and the present question 
i will be, is the resolution in order as a resolu- 
| tion of the Senate alone? 

' Mr. POMEROY. If the resolution were 
modified so as to request the President of the 
United States to do a certain thing which he 
| ean do within the law, within appropriations 
| made for the engineer corps of the Army, it 
| would be proper enough. The President can 
i 


! direct the engineer corps of the Army to do 
| any legitimate work belonging to that branch 
| of the public service without additional appro- 


|. priations and without any new law. Modified 


‘as I suggest this resolution would merely act 
as a direction, or as a sort of invitation to the 
i President; and a resolution of the Senate 
amended in that form I apprehend would be 
in order. I will move the amendment for the 


request the President of the United States 


Mr. STEWART. [think thatis all that itis 


l! necessary and proper to do now, and is entirely 


in order. J think the first step is to obtain the 
consent of the Government of Colombia for 
this purpose. I received last night a letter 
` from a very intelligent gentleman, who has 
spent a good deal of money In this investiga- 
‘tion, Mr. Kelly, of New York. He suggested 
{that ib would be better to have the engineers 
|| of the Army make the investigation than those 
I of the Navy, and he also suggested that there 
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were some doubts whether the route named in || and by the Senate, that the gentlemen who 
the resolution is the best route. bere should | have so satisfactorily served us for a long time 
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shall be retained in their employ; and that | 


be some discretion on that point. 


be no surveying done, I will state, until next: 
winter. The dry season is just about ending, | 
It is: 


and the rainy season about coming on. It 
very warm, and all the little streams are high 
during the summer season. The surveys ca 
not commence until next January. If, in the 
mean time, the President’s attention could be 
called to the subject by a resolution, so that he 
would obtain the consentof the Colombian Gov- 
ernment and have preliminary arrangements 


made, there would be time, after Congress metat | 


the next session, to go ahead with it. I would 


suggest a modification of the resolution simply |; 
requesting the President to ascertain if there | 


is any objection to the survey, if we can have 
permission to make the survey. 

Mr. WILSON. I suggest that the matter 
‘go over until to-morrow morning, and we can 
see in the mean time if we can put the resolu- 
tion in the right form so as to be perfectly in 
order and proper, and for that purpose I move 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of executive business. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Will the Senator with- 
draw that motion for a moment, that I may 


make some reports from the Committee on i 


Printing? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
was about to state that the amendment sug 
gested by the Senator from Kansas would per- 
haps be more properly a subject for consider- 
ation in executive session, 

Mr. WILSON. I withdraw my motion to 


accommodate the Senator from Rhode Island. | 


REPORTING AND PUBLICATION OF DEBATES. 
Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Print- 


ing were instructed by a joint resolution ap- | 


proved March 8, 1869, to contract with Rives 


& Bailey for reporting and publishing the pro- | 


ceedings of Congress if it could be done on 
satisfactory terms, and if not, to direct the 
printing to be done by the Congressional 
Printer. Acting under what seemed to be the 


manifest wish of the Senate in this matter, - 
and what subsequently appeared to be the | 
manifest wish of the House of Representa- : 


tives, although it was not so at first, the joint 


Committee on Printing have made a contract į 


with Rives & Bailey. The details of the con- 
tract it is not necessary to give; but it makes 


a saving of something more than eighteen thou- | 
sand dollars from the previous price, not re- | 
ceiving, however, the back numbers of the || 
Congressional Globe that we formerly had. | 


The cost of the contract concluded with Rives 
& Bailey is $71,000 less than their original 
proposal for a Congress, a long and a short 
session, and $32,000 more than the estimate 
of the Congressional Printer; but the Con- 
gressional Printer has had oceasion to revise 
his estimate, and in a communication to the 
Committee on Printing he says: 


“After examination of the modified proposition H 


which Messrs. Rives & Bailey have made I am con- 
vinced that it would be much easier understood by 


the accounting officers than if computed by the token ' 


and by the page in quarto form. 


proposition, in my opinion, will afford only a fair £i 
profit on the amountof capital and care employed.” || 

In the estimate of the Congressional Printer | 
no account was taken of the wear and tear; 


of machinery, of general superintendence, of 
interest on investment; and although this is 


much more to the contractors than to the | 
Government, still it is something to the Gov- |! 


ernment, and in the opinion of the committee 


it was best to make the contract with Rives 


& Bailey. 
_ The contract also provides the same facili- 
ties for folding which have been formerly con- 


ceded, rather by usage than by contract, to the | 


Government; and it also. provides that the 
reporters employed for reporting the proceed- 
ings of each House shall be such as may be 
approved by the Committee on Printing on 
the part of each House respectively in writing, 
it being the intention, as expressed by Rives 


& Bailey, aud as desired by the committee | 


There can |! 


The Chair |! 


' arrangement, I understand, has been made. 
Mr. POMEROY. I merely want to inquire 
whether our reporters are to be at the mercy 


| 


thing of that kind? 
Mr. ANTHONY. 


Messrs. Rives & Bailey. 
Mr. POMEROY. Satisfactory to whom ? 
Mr. ANTHONY. 
Rives & Bailey. 
Mr. POMEROY. 
themselves that will do. 
Mr. ANTHONY. The contract was not 


} content with the arrangement. 
Mr. POMEROY. 
ii not want to disturb it. 
PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 

Mr. ANTHONY. At the last Congress a 
provision was made in an appropriation bill— 
which is now the ordinary form of legislation, 
I believe—prohibiting Congress from ordering 
‘any printing that would cost more than $500 
| except by concurrent resolution. 


$ 

| : A : 

‘itis satisfactorily arranged, and all parties are 
j 

i 


i pa 


passed as concurrent resolutions and sent to 


| the House of Representatives, but they were 


i notacted upon there. Concurrent Honse res- 
| sentatives for the same printing, but were not 
| sent to us in the hurry of the closing proceed- 
ings. 
authority to print either of these two doe- 
ii uments, which are the chief documents that 
i are printed by the Government. It will bea 
great inconvenience to the public, it will be a 


` great inconvenience to the ofice, and a con- | 
siderable loss if this printing cannot goon. | 


The Committee on Printing have no authority 
i whatever over the matter; the other House is 

not in session; but it has occurred to us, and 
| to the chairman of the committee on the part 


that it would be best, inasmuch as both Houses 
have ordered the printing by separate resolu- 
i but neither has concurred in the res- 
tion of the other, that the Congressional 
Printer shouid take the responsibility of going 
on with printing the smallest amount that was 
| ordered by either House; and if no objection 
| is made on the part of any Senator I think the 
committee willadvise the Congressional Printer 
to do that; but of course the committee have 


the Senate or of the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
|! proposes no action of the Senate. 
CLAIMS AGAINST GREAT BRITAIN. 


| Mr ANTHONY. 


: additional copies of the correspondence on 
the Alabama claims, which was called for by 
the State Departinent. 

which I have referred is: 


further, That no proposition for print- 
pies of public document 
all exceed the sum of $ 


Undcr that provision the committee do not 
see how they can report a resolution ordering 


| would be improper, and it is not without abun- 
| dant precedentthat the State Departinent should 
$ 


| ba i : 

| order printing out of their contingent funds, 
i 

i 


i here is a case where it is very desirable. 
H 
1 


Mr. SUMNER. 


of these contractors as to their price and every- | 


They have made a sat- |; 
isfactory arrangement with the contractors, i 


To themselves und to} 


If it is satisfactory to 


signed until all parties had been satisfied, and | 
| it was the closing of a very long war. I believe |; 


If itis satisfactory I do | 


The Senate į 
ed resolutions for printing the usual num- }! 
ber of the Agricultural Report and the usual : 
number of the Mechanical Report. They were |, 


olutions were passed in the House of Repre- | 


The consequence is that there is no 


of the House. [Mr. Lartry,] who isin the city, : 


no more authority than any other members of | 


To the Committee on ` 


! Printing was referred a resolution for printing | 
4 ken ;! 
he modified | 


This prohibition to ` 


he expense : 


this printing; but it does not seem that it} 
i order the printing out of its contingent fund. | 
| All the Departments have been accustomed to |! 


and to a greater extent, it always seemed to ; 
; me, than it was proper should be done; but |; 


The Senator must see that || 


that would be a diversion of the contingent 
fund of the Department from its application to 
foreign interests, and the fund has been cut 
down very much lately. Under the late Ad- 
ministration the Senator remembers that fund 
was reduced very low. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I am wrong in saying 
H “out of the contingent fund. They have 
been in the habit of ordering printing. They 
do not order it out of the contingent fund, 
because the expense of the public printing is 

covered by a general appropriation; but the 
Departments have all been in the habit of 
‘| ordering a large amount of printing. 

Mr. SUMNER. For myself I see no reason 

why the Department may not send to the Pub- 
lie Printer and ask for five hundred additional 
copies of this document. It seems to me a 
Department may order that. 
Mr. ANTHONY. [should make no objec- 
on to it certainly. The Committee on Print- 
ing under this provision of law cannot report 
i any resolution but a concurrent resolution, 
hich, of course, cannot be passed now, I 
merely call the attention of the Senate to it. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well. . 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RETRENCHMENT. 


f 

$ 

| Mr. ANTHONY. Lam also instructed by 
| the Committee on Printing to report favorably 
upon the resolution to print extra copies of 
the report of the Committee on Retrenchment 
on the bonds, notes, and other securities of 
the United States; and to move that one thou- 
sand copies be printed. We should have 
reported a larger number, but we could not 
: do so and come within the rule which I have 
just stated. Iask for the present considera- 
= tion of the motion. 

| The motion was agreed to. 


GOVERNMENT OFFICERS AND EMPLOYÉS. 


| Mr. CARPENTER submitted the following 
resolution; and the Senate proceeded to its 
considerauion ; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State, of the Treas- 
ury, of the Interior, of War, of the Navy, the Pos 
; master General, and the Attorney General, be re- 
: qnested to furnish to the Senate on the first day of 
its next session information of the names, age, aud 
‘com: ation of allinferior officers, clerk 
i plo their respective Departments, showing froin 

what States they were respectively appointed, and 

how long and_at what place or places they had re- 

sided in the States trom which they were r 

ively appointed prior to their appointments ri 

ively, and upon whose recommendation they were 
; appointed, . 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not wish to inter- . 
pose any objection to this resolution ; but I will 
‘say that the subject to which it relates is a 
matter that has to some extent been con- 
sidered by the Committee on Retrenchment, 
nd I wouid respectfully suggest to the Senator 
from Wisconsin if he would not be willing to 
have the resolution referred to that committee 
i with a view of ascertaining the facts which he 
: desires to have made known to Congre I 
' believe itis in contemplation to have a com- 
“mittee raised expressly for the purpose of 
reorganizing the different Departments, or to 
have that matter pat in the hands of the Com- 
mittee on Retrenchment. At any rate there 
is a proposition pending to have the whole 
| subject of the organization of the Departments 
| considered ; aud if any legislation is necessary 
i to reduce the number of clerks or the expenses 
(of the respective Departments to have that 
_Jegislation enacted. I am apprehensive that 
the passage of this resolution now will involve 
the Departments in a great amount of labor 
» which will be unnecessary. and which they are 
i not prepared at this time to perform; and it 
seems to me that it isa matter of suflicient con- 
sequence to be considered by a committee, and 
if the Senator would have uo objection I should 
be glad to sce it referred to the Committee on 
Retrenchment. 

Mr. GARPENTER. The objection to re 
ferring the resolution to a committee is. as Í 
understand it, that it stops all proceedings for 
the present. We can have this information 
furnished at the commencement of the next 
session, and have it before us asa basis for any 


confined to the inferior officers. . Why not let 
it include the heads of Departments as well as 
their clerks? It might be interesting to know 
who recommended the heads of these Depart- 
ments; on whose recommendations they were 
appointed. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I would say to the 
Senator from Kansas that we have that inform- 
ation already. We know where the Secretaries 
of State, of the Interior, of the Navy, and of 
War, and the Postmaster General came from 
and what their compensation is ; and the reso- 
lution applies to all officers subordinate to the 
Secretaries. - 

Mr. POMEROY. Does- the Senator know 
who recommended them? ; 

Mr. CARPENTER. Ido noteare. >- 

Mr. POMEROY. Why inquire, then, about 
the clerks? 

Mr. CARPENTER. I did not offer that 
part of the resolution. It was suggested from 
the other side of the House, and was submitted 
to by me as an amendment. I care nothing 
about that. The information which I want is 
that covered by the former part of the resolution. 

Mr. POMEROY. Other. members of the 
Senate may want more information than that. 

Mr. CARPENTER. Precisely; and they 
can call for it by adding to this resolution or 
offering another. 

Mr. POMEROY. Itis quite as interesting 
to me to know who recommended one man as 
another. I do not care anything about any of 
them. Ihave notified the heads of Depart- 
ments that I wish they would turn out every 
man from my State. Ido not want any of 
them here; they ought to be at home. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I have an object in 
offering this resolation beyond the mere curi- 
osity of knowing how many employés there are 
in the Departments and who obtained their 
appointments. I believe the Departments 
should be thoroughly remodeled ; I-believe that 
there are twice the number of clerks there that 
the public service requires; and I believe that 
if they were reduced to the proper number, 


and the pay increased fifty per cent., and per- | 


haps the amount of labor required to be per- 
formed also increased, the public business 
would be expedited and the expense reduced. 
There are many considerations which will come 
before the next session of Congress applicable 
to these Departments; and this information is 
needed for any action on the subject. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not care whether 
this resolution is referred-or not ; Lam opposed 
toitinany form. The information called for 
by this resolution would embrace several vol- 
umes. I hold in my hand'the last Blue Book, 
familiar to all of us, and it contains. much of 
the very information which the Senator seeks 
to get, but in a condensed form, information 
that is laid before us every two years under 
existing law ; information that will be farnished 
to us at the beginning of the next session of 
Congress. : Di 

It is a “register of agents and officers, civil, 
military, and naval, in the service of the Uni- 
ted States on the 30th of September, 1867.” 
A similar register will be made on the 80th of 
September, 1869, under existing laws, and 
will be printed atthe public expense. This 
already embraces every officer or employé of 
the Government, from the highest to the low- 
est, down to the smallest post office employé 
and smallest clerk. It gives the place where 
each is employed, where born, whence ap- 
pointed, and the compensation received. The 
Senator proposes to add to this information 
the place where each one now lives and several 


other matters that will increase the bulk of the | 


volume, besides asking upon whose recom- 
mendation each one was appointed. Ninety- 
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recommendations, 
appointments are local postmasters and-custom-: 
house officers—little employés of: no signifi- 
cance whatever. . The same information that 
is now called for will. be farnished us under 
existing law at the next-session, and a new 
resolution’ of this kind will probably involve 


| an expenditure that I would. not undertake to 
| estimate. 


te. I doubt very much whether under 
the existing law the Senate would have a right 
to require this information, because it is 
already provided for by law and will be fur- 
nished to us under the law.. It seems to me it 
would be idle to pass this resolution and put 
upon the Departments this infinite labor and 
expense, especially when by law we shall have 
the same information substantially, or all of it 
that is important, furnished to us at the begin- 
ning of the next session of Congress, and each 
member will receive. one copy. of the Blue 
Book. If the: Senator wishes information on 
many of the points he indicates. he will find 
it in the Blue: Book, and a great deal more 
information than probably he desires to find 
in regard to a great number-of offices. We 
called the other day by resolution of the Sen- 
ate for the name, residence, &c., of the new 


| appointees. who have been confirmed by the 


Senate, and that has-been laid upon our table. 
Now, to go into the history of the origin, life, 
birth, and recommendations of all the various 
employés of this Government is rather too 
much. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. With the permission 
of the Senator from Ohio, I should like to put 


| a question to the Senator from Wisconsin. 1 


desire to know how he expects that the Depart- 
ments will be able to tell the Senate how long 
these persons have resided in the several States 
from which they were appointed, and how long 
it will take to get that information? 

Mr. CARPENTER. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Ep- 
muNDS.) Does the Senator from Ohio yield 
to the Senator from Wisconsin ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I shall be through in a 
moment, and then the Senator can have the 
floor. There are in this Blue Book, according 
to the report of the Committee on Retrench- 
ment, over forty-five thousand names. Now, 
to-give the information asked for by this res- 
olution in regard to these forty-five thousand 
persons will be a very great task indeed. The 
heads of Departments would have to send a 
circular letter to nearly every one of these em- 
ployés. The Senator must know the manner 
in which most of them are appointed. All 
these local postmasters and sub-agents are 
appointed upon verbal recommendation made 
by members of Congress or by local advice, 
and where there are letters, probably they are 
not preserved, but are destroyed. An assessor 
recommends various persons to be assistant 


assessors, and they. are.at.once appointed with- || 
formal inquiry simply for the rea- | 


out any 
son that the chief designates certain persons 
to perform subordinate. duties. It. seems to 
me that it is idle and a waste of time to call 


for all this information. I shall vote for the 


reference of the resolution, and I shall vote ; 


against it if it is reported upon favorably. 
Mr. CARPENTER. If we have forty-five 
thousand employés and clerks in these several 


Departments it is high time we knew something | 
| more about them than we do at present. 


Senator from Maine asks. me how the Secre- 
taries are to obtain this information? .1 sup- 
pose the Secretary of each Department will 
appoint some officer in his Department to call 


before him these several clerks and obtain this i 


information with very little trouble. I think I 
should be willing myself to takea contract to 
do this duty in each Department in ten d 
with power to call these clerks before me and 
ask them their age, their compensation, their 
position in the Department, when they were 
appointed, and where they previously resided. 
Now; we.have before us, 80 fay as I know from 
the documents, no information whateveron that 
subject. 


The} 


ays, | 


1 


Men are charged to Wisconsin in $ 


-myself introduce a 


| Secretary of State to appoin 


| 
| 
| 
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these registers who never were in the State. 
Some gentleman residingin Wisconsin goesand 
asks their appointment,.and: they aré appointed 
and. charged to-oùr State, never having lived 
there. It seems. to me worth our while to ascer- 
tain if we cany and I see no.diffeulty in ascer- 
taining, how ‘the factis. The Blue Book that 
the Senator from Ohio refers.to.is a very large 
volume, referring to a great. many things that 
this resolution: does not.refer to; and not con- 
taining much of. the information that the res- 
olution cals~for, and which, it seems tome, 
ought to be before the Senate before any legis- 
lation be had dn the subject. ; 

Mr. FESSENDEN. í would suggest to the 
Senator to confine his inquiry to the Depart- 
meuts in Washington. . The resolution as it 
stands covers every employé all over::the 
eountry. : a, 

. CARPENTER. That was not the.ob- 
ject. I intended it. to be confined. to the 
Departments in Washington. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, © That: would make it 
very much narrower. etal: baa: 

Mr. TRUMBULL. T understood the-teso- 
lution to. apply. to the officers here, but ifthere 
is-any doubt about it that point had better:be 
made explicit. By inserting the words: em- 
ployed in their respective. Departments: at 
Washington’! that. would be made. clear, and 
then I think it a very important resolution to 
have adopted. ; it 

The objection on the score of expense, it 
seems tome, ought not to have much weight 
when the subject to be investigated is as im- 
portant as this. The Senator from Ohio, has 
already stated that the Blue Book is in process 
of preparation and will be issued in November 
next for the preceding two years, When they 
are obtaining the information for the Blue Book | 
it will be very easy to obtain this additional 
information ; and the great mass of the Blue 
Book is made up of postmasters, that this reso- 
lution does not contemplate making any inquiry 
about. It is only intended to inquire in regard 
to the Departments here. n 

I regard this subject of the appointment and 
removal of officers, and the manner in which it 
is done, as one of the great evils of this country, 
calculated to sap the very foundations of our 
Government. -] think the experience of the 
last six or eight weeks here should admonish 
us that something should be done to: bring 
about a reform in this respect. Why, sir, a 
great change has taken place within the last 
ten or fifteen years in this Government. Sen- 
ators and Representatives have become mere 
solicitors at the Departments. The-time. was 
when members of this body and of the’ other 
Housé did not hang around the anterooms of 
Secretaries to procure the appointment of some 
clerk or some inferior officer. The time was 
when we did not sign these papers; and I wish 


|| there was a law to-day, and I give notice now 


that atthe next session of Congress, when it 
ja in order, if no one-else introduces itd shall 
biland ürge it with all the 
to make ita penal offense 
for any member of Congress of either House 
to go to the Departments soliciting offices. 

If the Departments need: information fron 
members of Congress let them address a note 
to the member and make the inquiry, and tet 
him answer in writing ; Dut -let‘us not see the 
exhibition of the anterooms of. Secretaries 
crowded by members-of this body and the 
other House soliciting these little appointments 
and soliciting appointments upon which, we 
aretoact. What becomes of the independence 
of the Senate and of Senators, what- becomes 
of the advice and consent of this body to the 
appointment of a man to office, when Senators 
have put their names to a paperin advance 
asking the Secretary of the Treasury or the 
t bim? Sir, this 
whole thing oaght tobe stopped ; and while I 
would not deprive the Departments of the 
benefit of. such ivformation as members of 
Congress may possess în regard to all local 
oficers-ia the: neighborhoods, 1 would ‘have 
them obtain’ it in a different mode from that 


power that T have 
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in which it is obtained at present. Let them 
make the inquiry, let it emanate from them, 
and then let. the response be in writing and 
the person who makes it be responsible for it. 
Lam very glad to see this resolution intro- 
dueel. I hope it.may lead to legislation which 
will cure what in my judgment is a monstrous 
abuse. I do not think thatit will take any great || 
length of time to procure this information. Let || 
us know who the clerks and persons appointed 
in these various Departments are, and who has || 
solicited their appointments. Let it all go out 
to the public; and if it turns out that the ap- || 
pointments of messengers and clerks, male and || 
female, and all these other appointments, are |j 
made chiefly at the solicitation and urgency of 
members of Congress, let us see it and apply 
some corrective. I think it important that we 
should have the information, that we may see 
upon whose recommendation and solicitation j; 
the appointments have been made. I thank | 
the Senator from Wisconsin for movingin this |: 
direction; and I am very glad the resolution is 
before us, and I hope it will be adopted. i 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Secre- |} 
tary will report the amendment proposed by || 
the Senator from IHinois. | 
The Cuer- CLERK. dt is after the word 
“ Departments’’ to insert ‘at Washington’? || 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I merely suggested that. 
That is the meaning of the resolution. 
Mr. CARPENTER. That is the meaning 
of the resolution. I accept the amendment. 
Mr. ABBOTT. I offer the following amend- 
ment, to be added to the resolution: f 
Resolved further, That in the opinion of the Sen- 
ale the distribution of the official patronage of the jj 


Government not embraced in local offices in the } 
States should be made as nearly equal among all the į; 
i 
t 


States, according to their reprosentation and popu- i| 
lation, as may bo practicable; and that to contine || 
guci patronage to particular States or sections, either |i 
wholly or partially, is both unjust and injudicious. $j 


Mr. CAMERON. Now I shall be glad to 


have the preceding resolution read. { have 
jast come in. - ` | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reso ji 
f 


lation of the Scnator from Wisconsin willbe | 
reported, 

Lhe Chief Clerk read the resolution, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State. of the Treas- ji 
ury, of the Interior, of War, of the Navy, the Post- 
master General, and the Attorney General be re- i| 
quested to furnish to the Senate on the first day of |! 
its next session information of the names, age, and 
compensation of all inferior officers, clerks, and em- 
ployés in their respective Departments at Washing- | 
ton, showing from what States they were respectively 
appointed and how long, and at what place or places 
they had resided in the States from which they were | 
respectively appointed prior to their appointments 
and upon whose recommendation they were ap- 
pointed, ‘ 

Mr. FESSENDEN. My friend, the honar- 
able Senator from Illinois, directed his speech | 
principally and almost entirely to the last point. į 
of the resolution, which was ‘upon. whose 
recommendation’? these persons were ap- 
pointed; and he very kindiy expressed his 
thanks to the honorable Senator from Wiscon- |: 
sin for moving it. Now, if I recollect aright, 
the honorable Senator from Wisconsin did not | 
move that part of it, but it was proposed. by 
the honorable Senator from Ilinois himself 
asan amendment. Therefore, he was express- 
ing his thanks to himself for his patriotism 
and sagacity in making that particular motion, 
for which I give him all credit, and with which, 
it seems, he credits himself. A 

Bat, sir, instead of regarding this as a mark 
of great patriotism, as I view it from its 
phraseology and from the information it seeks 
to find out, although I give my honorable 
friend from Wisconsin all credit for patriotism, 
l regard the resolution. as. aiming at. precisely 
what the honorable Senator.from North Car- 
olina wants to ascertain, whethér one State 
has more clerks than another in proportion to 
its population, and to see that each State has 
its share, That is the burden of the whole 
thing. Í have no doubt there is very consider- 
able inequality among the different States in 
this respect, or has been heretofore; bat my 
honorable friend from: North Carolina, who: 


! about an equality. 
il principle upon which we go, and upon which 


|i must necessarily be gradual. 


complains of this, and other gontlemen, mast 
reflect that during a certain period a consider- 
able number of the States of this Union did 
not furnish anybody for these Departments. 
The great bulk of them,-all but very few, were 
engaged. in other business which rendered it 
very unnecessary, to say the least, if not a 
little dangerous, to employ the services of 
gentlemen from those States in the Depart- 
ments. In fact they were turned out in great 
numbers, and it was found necessary to turn 


! them out. 


Now, when other States have furnished clerks 
and employés in the Departments, and they 


i; have gone there and labored, and perhaps un- 
fitted themselves for other business, our friends | 


are very uneasy because their States have not 
got their share of clerks and employés ; they 


| want a perfect revolution at once, by which 
| people can be picked up in the different States 


and put in the Departments, so as to bring 
This is very natural on the 


this Government has gone for some time, so 
far, at least, as Senators and Representatives 
are concerned, and that is, a perfect scramble 
to see how many people shall get into office. 


I am very sorry that the desire of the thing | 


manifests itself so strongly in our friends who 


: came here so recently under the circumstances 


in which their States have been situated. Ifa 
change is to be made, that change, in order to 


bave the business of the Departments done, | 
P : 


It cannot be: 


made all atonce. Ifyou desire to do the work | 


of ihe Departments decently you cannot turn 


out a large number of educated, thorough, ac- |: 


customed clerks, and put in a very large num- 
ber of new and green men into their places, 


I have an idea that the principal thing to ; 


| look for in the Departments is to get men who 


| able extent it is proper. 


are capable and able to do the work; and the | 
more experience they have, the more they have | 
shown themselves fit for it, the better it is for ' 


the Government. 


I think thatis an important | 
| element. Next, I have no doubt it is no more : 


than fair and right, and I am perfeetly willing | 
to accede to its propriety, that as far as you | 


can consistently you should equalize the ap- 


| pointments among the various localities on the 


modern principle that the offices of Govern- 
ment are made for the individuals, and not 
for the State. It has got to be a received doc- 


| trine, upon which we all act, and there is no 


concealing it, that this matter of holding office 
is made for our constituents and for their par- 
ticular benefit—those of them I mean who can 
get the appointments—and is not made for the 
benefit of the Government and to do the Gov- 
ernment business. That is the melancholy 
truth with regard to it. 

Now, while I deprecate as much as my honor- 
able friend from Illinois the fact—from the 


annoyance it is to myself—that we are besieged | 


to sign papers and to get places for our con- 
stituents, Í see no possible way of avoiding it. 
It arises from several causes. In the first 


place, there are very considerable numbers of | 


peopie in all our States who would like these : 


appointments. They are. our constituents. 


They desire to have them, and they apply to | 


us to get the places. It is a mere matter of 
good nature not to refuse them. In another 


point of view we cannot refuse them; for if we | 
do somebody else will not, and then somebody | 
I should like to |, 


else gets the advantage of us. 


know how I can stand here in the Senate with | 


due regard to the future—my own future I am 
speaking of—and refuse to put my name upon 
a paper recommending a constituent, a clever 
fellow who is fit for office, saying that it is not 
proper or consistent with my dignity to do it, 
when another gentleman; a member. of the 
House of Representatives from my State, is 
periectly ready to do it at any time, and not 

xiy to pat his name upon the paper but to go 
and see thatthe thing isdone? It is not incon- 
Sistent with his dignity at all. 

Eben who am [? -Fam the most disobli- 
ieg teliow in the world. take no interest in my 
Onstituents, will net do anything for them, 


> 
c 


to bein my place unquestionably because he 
looks after his constituents, while I do not! 
That is the way I am regarded if I so act; and 
itis a melancholy truth, as my honorable friend 
from Illinois suggests, that we have got to be 
the mere agents in agreat degree, and it is our 
principal business almost to get office for our 
constituents; and we cannot refuse unless 
others refuse also. 

Then, in relation to this matter of putting 
our names to papers, I put my name on a great 
many; some I have refused. I have made it 
a general rule for some years that I would not 
recommend a man who was to come before me 
for confirmation; but I have been obliged to 
break over that rule in some instances. The 
Senate will recollect that when an effort was 
made not long ago to lay down the rule that no 
Senator should put his name upon a paper an 
exception was made of persons from his own 
State and of those who might apply to receive 
territorial appointments ; but Senators have 
not stuck to that. That was agreed to; but I 
have seen the name of Senator after Senator 
upon the recommendations of men from other 
States for office, and not for territorial appoint- 
ments. All around, by one after another, no 
sort of regard was paid to it inthe world. It 
is all an impropriety. It would have been a 
great relief if we could have adhered to that 
rule firmly. The fact of Senators signing papers, 
as matters stand, is no proof of corruption, no 
proof of wrong, no proof of weakness even. It 
isa matter of self-protection as things now 
stand. Senators and Representatives must to 
a certain extent look out for these matters of 
ofice; and I do not kuow but that toa reason- 
We have friends in 
our own States who desire to serve the public. 
They have no representatives but us, and their 
ease should be represented and should he 
understood; otherwise we get noshare. There- 
fore, I see no great harm in it, while I acknowl- 
edge that. it is a melancholy trath to the extent 
to which it is carried. 

As to gentlemen being in the ante-chambers 
of the Departments, and all that, why, sir, 
that is a matter of personal dignity. If they 
choose to stand around there, either inside or 
outside of the door, it is a matter of taste, and 
not a matter of principle one way or the other, 
I avoid it ail tbat I can. Ido not go if I can 
possibly help it; and I do notsigu papers, if F 
ean help it, in many cases; but I deem that I 
have a perfect right to do so where the matters 
do not come before me for action afterward, 
and where I do not compromise myself or any- 
body else. All the recommendations I give 
are honest recommendations; and although I 
am perfectly willing that the Senator from 
Illinois should have as he desires the list of per- 
sons who have recommended others to office, 
I should not draw the inference from itthat he 
does, that in so recommending they did wrong. 

He talks about the practice having grown 
up within the last fifteen years. I was here 
thirty years ago, not in this body, but in the 
other, and the same thing was common then, 
not to the extent to which it is now, but it was 
very common that Senators and Representa- 
tives were solicitors for office and the agents 
and friends of others in getting them offices ; 
offices abroad and offices at home. It is not 
anew thing by any manner of means. J wish 
we could be rid of the annoyance; itis trouble- 
some; but we are bound to take this trouble 
to a certain extent, and the only question 
in my mind is whether we do it honestly and 
according to truth and right, and are careful 
not to recommend any persons except such as 
are fit for office. 

Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Will the Senator from 
Pennsylvania let me say one word? 

Mr. CAMERON. No; because if I yield I 
may forget what I intended to say. 1 have 
risen to say afew words in reply to the Sena- 
tor from Maine, because the argument which 
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he makes coincides entirely with my judgment, 
but he does not come to the same conclusions 
that I do. 

Lam in favor of the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Illinois because I think it will cer- 
rect a great-evil. ‘The evil in regard to these 
appointments is that Senators sign papers to 
get rid of the applicants. That has been the 
habit for long years. Importunate persons 
come here and ask us out of the Chamber to 
go into another room; and rather than talk to 
them we sign their papers, often without read- 
ing. That brings all this trouble. During my 
first term of service in the Senate, which ended 
in 1849, I never called on the President to ask 
for an appointment to office. When appoint- 
ments were to be made in my State he sent 
for mej either ‘sent word to me by his Pri- 
vate Secretary or wrote me a note asking me to 
eéme to see him and consult about the affairs 
of Pennsylvania; and so it would be now if 


Senators would rest on their own dignity and 


refuse to go to the President to ask for places, 
leaving him-the responsibility if he declined to 
consult them. And then my friends were gen- 
erally cared for. The evil here is that we allow 
everybody to ask us for our names, and we give 
‘our names without reflection, and thus we 
sometimes induce the President to make im- 
proper appointments. 

Only the other day the President thought 
proper to send in sowebody from Pennsylvania 
for a foreign mission ; and one of the Senators 
from Pennsylvania bad great trouble in con- 


vincing the Committee on Foreign Relations 
He | 


was a good man in many respects, bit not at 


hat that man was an improper person. 


ali Ht for the place—a constitutional drunk- 
ard. No man inthe State would have recom- 


mended him for that place which he got here ; | 


and yet it was a great trouble to convince the 
conunittee that he was an improper person, 


because he was pleasant and bland and genial | 


in his manners! 


In addition to that, within the last two or 
three weeks a name was sent into the Senate 


from Pennsylvania of a man as consul abroad, 


without consulting either-of the Senators, and it 


turned out the other day that he was caught in 
a theft, that he was a constitutional thief; and 
yesterday his name was withdrawn. I know 
the first named gentleman had the signatures 
of the Governor of our State, of the Legislature, 
of the electoral college, of every Republican 
member of the other House from Pennsylvania, 
and he had my colleague’s recommendation for 
a smaller place, and as I rode up in the same 
carriage with him L was put down as recom- 
mending him also! The other person had the 


recommendation, as I am told, of the Philadel- || 
phia Union League, the most respectable, the ji 
most influential, andthe most effective organiza- | 


tion in Pennsylvania in the Republican party, 


for this consulate; andyethe was athief! Ifthe 


Administration, as was the custom in the olden 
times, had consulted the Senators, we should 
have had no feeling about it, but we should 


have told the President and Secretary of State | 


the defects aud demerits and the merits also 
of these men, and they would judge properly ; 
but nobody was cousulted, and reliance was 
placed on their petitions and papers, You all 
know that every day there is hardly a Senator 


who is not called out twenty times; I think | 
that is a moderate estimate; [am called out | 


fifty times sometimes to see people. They 


present you a paper; it isa great deal easier | J 
' pointed to office in that State. 
l! better about the State of Maine than the Sen- | ; ; 
l: ators and Representatives from that State? It | remarks has spoken as if somebody in the Sen- 
| is easy to find fault with the action of our | 
a I am rather a good-natured per- © 
gon, and I do not like to say no when I can | 
_ help it; and I undoubtedly sign some. papers ; ) 
i | the suggestion which I made was that Senators 


to sign the paper than talk with them, and so 
itis signed. If you do not sign, they tell you 
Mr. Senator so and so has signed or Mr. Rep- 


resentative so and so has signed; and you must | : 
‘| associates. 


be aneivil to good people who think only of 


their own interests and not of the responsibil- |, 


ities of a Representative, or, else sign their 
papers. They are very often friends whom you 
should serve, if possible, but who think only 
of themselves. But if we had the amendment 


of the Senator from Illinois in force, gentlemen | 


would feel the responsibility of their recom- 
mendations; they would sigu no paper except 


ps ; : 
that which they were willing the whole world 


should gee. 

Now, I donot care how many places we get 
for Pennsylvania. -Although no appointment 
has been made by this Administration which I 
requested, though no gentleman has been ap- 
pointed that I specially recommended, I think 
nine tenths of all the persons appointed in the 
State are my friends, because no one could se- 
lect from the party without getting my friends; 
and yet I have heard here about factions. 
There are no factions in the Republican party 
of Pennsylvania, though there may be some 
grumblers. Į think it would be a great deal 
better to pass this resolution, and I am sure 
we shall all add to our cwn comfort if we refuse 


| to sign every paper that comes here. And why 


should we not? The Senate is a coördinate 
branch of this Government. We are to judge of 
these cases, and we are to decide whether the 
President has made a proper nomination or 
not; and why shall we incumber him with peti- 
tions? Let him send his nominations here, and 
let us jadge whether or not they are proper 
persons to fill the places, and then we shall be 
respected as we deserve to be respected. I 
shall vote for this resolution and anything else 
which goes to throw the proper responsibility 
for its own action on each branch of this 
Government. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, Macaulay 
tells us that the people of England have spasms 
of virtue. The people of England are not 
alone inthatrespect. This exhibition perhaps 
will be taken as a spasm of virtue in the Sen- 
ate. Sir, there is nothing new in what is com- 
plained of. Fifteen yearsago, when I came to 


| the Senate, the same thing existed, and nearly 


to the same extent that it does now in propor- 
tion to the pressure for office. It has always 


i| existed in the Government, more or less. The 
| best appointments this Administration has 


made have been appointments that have had 


the recommendation of Senators, and the | 
poorest appointments are those that have been | 
| made without consulting Senators. 
this to be so, the country knows it to beso. | 


We know 


Presidents and Cabinets know far less of the 
publie men of the country than do the sixty-six 
Senators representing the thirty-three States. 


While I say this, I can say one thing for | 


myself and for my colleague, and I hope other 


Senators can say the same thing, and that is, |! 

that no one has been appointed to office on | 

i! my solicitation for more than three years. For 
more than three years before Andrew John- ii 

| son’s administration expired I never asked of 

| him or any of his Cabinet appointments. 

My colleague stood in the same position. | 


We said to the Administration, ‘‘Send any 


|! names to the Senate you please for Massachu- 


setts, andif the men you nominate are able 
and honest men and good Republicans we will 
confirm them ; if not, we will reject them.” 
We acted upon that policy; and the result is 
that the offices in Massachusetts are filled up 
with able officers and good Republicans, men 
that may. be retained in office without detri- 
ment to the public interest. I have not asked 
for the appointment of a personal friend since 
Genera! Grant was sworn into office. 


Ido 


is a great evil that should be corrected. 


not know who is better qualified than are the | 
Senators and Representatives from a State to | 
give an opinion as toa fit person to be ap- į 
Who knows |: 


that I ought not to sign, for itis hard to say no, 
especially when Iam hard pressed. 
ter. ] 
upright, that 


| ought to be so. 


| said he was in favor of it. 
| ment pending. 


Ido not | 
know that I shall do so, at least for the present. i 

Sir, the practice which has been alluded to | e 
li lution, and tbat I had thanked myself. Ifthe 
| Senator from Maine did not understand what I 


{Laugh- |: 
JÈ L know. that a man is honest and | 
he is qualified for the office he), 
‘| wishes, I sometimes sign his recommendation. 
| Perhaps | sign such papers when I ought not 


to sign them; but T think ‘the Senator from 


INinois takes his hand'in signing papers, mak- 
| ing recommendations, and procuring appoint- 


ments as well as the rest of us: He has, I 
arh sure, quite as much todo with controlling 
the appointments in his State: ag other Sén- 
ators have in controlling appointments intheir 
States. ae oe 

_ I wish. some remedy could be found for this 
action of members of Cougresss but I remem- 


i ber that if has been so in past Administra- 


tions. I do not see'that Cabinet officers and 


i Executives have all wisdom or all knowledge 
: about the local officers of the country. So long 


as we have a Governmenl|. Senators and Rep- 
resentatives will be consulted in regard to the 
fitness of appointees in their States and dis- 
tricts. Sir, Lam thankful that L live ina State 
where Government officials have little political 
power or influence. We have an hereditary 
prejudice in Massachusetts against the inter- 
ference of Government officials that came 
down to us from the old colonial times. They 
do -not control onr political meetings; they 
have little to do with our caucuses and: con- 
ventions, for their influence amounts to little. 
My opinion is that the best way Government 
officials can serve their party.is to ‘fill their 
offices well and mind their own business. 

I have no objection to this resolation or any 
other making similar inquiries; but I think it 
is rather small business for the Senate of the 
United States to start-out on an expedition to 
find out whether all the States have an equal 
number of clerks and little petty officers under 
this Government. Idonot believe in any such 
doctrine of equality. Here we have a national 
capital, and, of course, in and about this: city 
there will be a great many men appointed ‘to 
office from among those who live here. That 
I do not believe in adopting 
a system that shall divide the’ clerkships at 
Washington equally among all the States. Take 
the high offices; take-the President; he ought 
to count against all the clerks in the country, 
and a Cabinet officer should count a great deal, 
This idea of an equal division is & petty busi- 
ness. Jam for recognizing every section: of 
the country, doing justice to all sections; but 
I think that to enter on a system of parceling 


| out the number of these little petty appoint- 


ments equally among the States is 4 movement 
that will bring nothing but ridicule and con- 
tempt upon Congress. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I sought to obtain the 
floor when the Senator from Maine sat down, 


i not with a view of reiterating what I had said, 


but to correct a statement of his, which I sup- 
pose he thought was very sharp, to say the 
least. He sought to make a point on me, and 


‘lhe made his point with such effect that the 
| Senator from Pennsylvania who followed him, 
| when I was unable to make the correction, 


went on to speak about my amendment, and 
I had no amend- 
The amendment pending was 
one offered by the Senator from North Caro- 
lina. And the Senator from Maine, when I 
expressed my gratitude to the Senator from 
Wisconsin who had introduced this resolution 
looking to a change in this matter, thought, I 
suppose, that it was a very smart thing to say 
that [had offered an amendment to the rego- 


said, and supposed that anything I said about 

the resolution was thanking myself, he is 

entitled to the benefit of that sharp practice. 
And the Senator from Massachusetts in his 


ate was opposed to members of Congress ever 
being consulted in regard to Jocal offices. I 
said no such thing. What I complained of was 
that we became solicitors and volunteers, and 


and members should give their advice when it 
was called for, and give it in writing; that if 
the Departments wanted information about any 
local office. which they supposed the Repre- 
sentative from the district or the Senator from 
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the State might possess they should 
note to him, and he should answer in writing 

in regard to it. That was my suggestion. I 
made no suggestion that I was better than any- 
body else. ‘The Senator from. Massachusetts 
has referred to me as if I had. never signed 
papers. Ihave signed, no doubt, a good many 
more than I ought to have signed. What I 
spoke of was this general'system that prevailed, 
which [ thought was very injurious to the pub- 
lic service. and calculated to impair the nseful- | 
_ness of the Senate and destroy itsindependence. | 

Now, I should like to ask the Senator from | 
Maine and the Senator from Massachusetts, : 
or any member of this body—and I apply it 
as much to myself as to others—how can we | 
act independently upon measures which come | 
before us when we ourselves have been urging 
upon the head-of a Department to do that very | 
thing which makes the measure he recommends | 
necessary? Suppose one of us goes to the | 
‘Treasury Department and urges the appoint- i 
ment of a clerk, and prevails upon the Secre- | 
tary fo appoint him as a very particular case; | 
he says, ‘* There is no place forhim.’’ “Well, | 
but can you not give him work for a short time; i 
do something for him ; his family are starving?’ | 
You urge it upon the Secretary, and he gives | 
the man a situation, When Congress meets, 
or if it be then in session, directly comes in a 
deficiency bill to pay for extra clerk hire. Is 
not human nature so constituted that that has | 

-its effect upon us all, and are we as free to act 
independently and impartially in regard to the 
deficiency called for to pay-this extra clerk | 
hire as we should have been if we had nothing 
to do with, the urging of the appointment of 
-extra clerks? Ido not say that men are gov- | 
erned by that; but I say the tendency and the | 
influence of all this is bad; and it did seem to 
me, and it still seems to me, thatif we could 
devise some means by which members of both 

Houses would be relieved from this necessity, 
if you please to call it so—the Senator from | 
Maine seems to put it upon the ground that it 
is a necessity, that we must go up to the De- 
partments and urge our friends for office—if 
we could devise some means to relieve us of 
that, and at the same time be able to furnish 
the Departments with any local information 
we possessed when they needed it, I think it | 
would bea greatandadesirablereform. That | 
is.allI meantto say. I did not mean to reflect 
upon apybody else, or to claim that I was | 
purer than anybody else in regard to these 
matters. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I have no | 
desire to discuss the general question that has | 
been opened by Senators to-day, but to call į 
attention to the substitute moved bythe Senator | 
from North Carolina. 

Mr. ABBOTT. Itis not a substitute, but an 
amendment by way of addition. 

Mr. SUMNER. 1 understood the Senator 
proposed to strike out all after the word 
‘*resolved.’’ 

Mr. ABBOTT. No. 

Mr. SUMNER. -If I have rightly read the 
history of my country, there was before Vicks- ; 
burg an army commanded by three generals 
from Ohio—General Grant, General Sherman, | 
and General McPherson. Now, if I rightly | 
understand the preposition of the Senator from | 
North Carolina, he would require that the gen- 
eralsin command of our Army should be taken . 
geographically, not according to their merits, | 
not according to their capacity to defend this | 
Republic and to maintain with honor its flag, 
but simply according to the place of their res- 
idence, and no three generals should be in 
command from one State. Do I understand 
the Senator aright? 

Mr. ABBOTT. 
far as practicable.” 

_ Mr. SUMNER. Very well; ‘as far.as prac- j 
ticable.’’ I would inquire of my friend whether 
fitness for office or service -in other depart- 
ments of the Government does not depend i 
upon capacity, talent, preparation, as much as | 
bythe Army? I ask the Senator if it is not so? | 


My amendment reads ‘as 


| 


4 ator who does not accept the 


$ 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Mr. ABBOTT. The purpose of this amend- 


|! ment was not to override all such considera- 


in the distribution of this sort of patronage. 
Nothing in it prevents three generals from 
Ohio being in the command of one army, or 
the appointment of three Cabinet officers from 
Ohio; but it is simply to express the sense of 
the Senate that these things ought to be done 
with something like fairness and justice as 
between the different States. 

Mr. SUMNER. I take it there is no Sen- 
general idea of 
the Senatorfrom North Carolina; that all things 


should be done in fairness, and that all parts | 


of the country, every portion of this great Re- 


» public, should be treated with equal respect 


and honor. That is clear. But, first aud fore- 


. most above all is the public service; that must | 
be maintained ; it must not be sacrificed; and | 
how can it be maintained unless you advance | 
to prominent posts in this service those who | 
are the most meritorious and who can best | 


discharge the duties of the post? 


I merely throw out this remark and call | 


attention to this point that Senators may see 
to what this proposition tends. 
fully carried out it would reduce the public 


service of this country to one dead level. Men | 
would go into it merely because they lived in | 


certain places, uot because they had a fitness 


i for the post to which they were advanced. 


Perhaps [am mistaken; but I see no reason 
why there should be three Ohio generals in 


command before Vicksburg and not three Ohio | 


citizens in eminent civil service. To my mind 
the attainments and the talents required in 


civil service are as well worthy to be recog- | 


nized as those that are required in military ser- 
vice, and I see no reason fora rule that shall 


allow talent to be taken without any reference |) 


to geographical limit in the military service 
which is not equally applicable to the civil 
service. 

Now, as to our friends who have recently 
come into this Chamber, I beg them to under- 


stand that so far as I am concerned there is no | 


disposition to deny or to begrudge them any- 


thing to which, according to geographical pro- | 
portions, they may be entitled; but I beg them | 


to consider that time is an essential element 
of this transition through which we are passing. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Will my friend allow 
me to make a suggestion to him? 

Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I merely wish to allude 
to the notorious fact that for half a century 


| before the rebellion the proportion of persons 


in civil office in the Departments in Washing- 
ton from the southern States was very nearly, 
if not quite, two to one to those from all tlie 
other States. 
pretty much all the offices for years and years. 


Mr. SUMNER. 
What 


not be accomplished at once. 


s The change 
cannot be made instantly. 


The men are not 


presented from the States lately in rebellion in | 


sufficient numbers, insufficient proportion, with 
competency for these posts. I know that there 
are gentlemen there fit to grace many of these 
posts, but I know also that there is not rela- 


one jot or one tittle from the credit which is 
‘due to: the State of Ohio or the State of Mas- 


If it were: 


They had the control and had į 


We are now in a process | 
: of transition, and I was observing that time is |; 
i; an essential element in that process. 
i the Senator from North Carolina aims at can- 


sachusetts in virtue of the eminent ability of 
their citizens to serve the public. I should 
agree perfectly with the sentiment which has 
i, been well expressed by the honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts, that the public service is 
i the first consideration ; that that is the con- 
i sideration which should weigh most heavily 
with those who have the executive patronage 
to bestow; and I would not for myself, nor for 
any other State in the Union, putin one single 
claim where that condition was not first com- 
plied with. If I understand the spirit of this 
resolution aright, itis to find out how the public 
service does stand; it is to see whether this 
abundant and towering merit does really exist 
at present in the public service, and whether 
the men who are in the public Departments 
from certain States have merit which should 
entitle them to remain there notwithstanding 
there are whole States which have not a single 
representative in those Departments, 

Those Senators who come from the newly 
reconstructed States have this to say, that 
although they have presented many excellent 


| candidates for inferior positions in the public 
service it has not been thought best to recog- 
I 
| say to any of them, because, taking the six 
ii reconstructed States whose Senators are upon 
| this floor, there are single States having a 
population of little more than half a million 
| who have more patronage than the whole of 
i them, 

| I recognize also the faet which has been 
| alluded to by the distinguished Senator from 
Maine when he says that for a generatiou 
‘the southern States had two to one of the 
| public officers in the service of the Govern- 
ment. I regret as much as he does that that 
i| fact did exist so long. I should deprecate a 
i! recurrence of a similar state of things again 
| where the public patronage should be almost 
i; entirely in the hands of one setof States, North 
'| or South; and it is in view of this that I hope 
| the resolution will pass. Ido not ask for an 
l| arithmetical distribution of the patronage of 
i| the Government. It is entirely incompatible 
with the public interest that such a view should 
i| be taken; but I say, other things being equal, 
the policy of the national Government at this 
timeis to do everything it can to recognize the 
i| new States. 

Other things being equal, the best party 
i policy, the best national policy, is to say to 
| those States whom you have lately weleomed 
| back into the old circle of States, “We wel- 
| come you with open arms; we give you every- 
| thing that we can, and everything that you 
may reasonably demand.’’ It is a matter of 
l party policy. Our enemies have told us in the 
| South that we represent nobody; that we are 
| on the floor of this Hall, and our colleagues 
are on the floor of the other Hall of Congress, 
i not representing the States which we claim to 
represent ; and wecomehere, and the Adminis- 
tration and Congress turn round and say, 
“The charges which the late rebels make against 
ou aretrue; you represent nobody ; you must 
xpect to be ignored in the disposal of the 
l; patronage of the Executive,” Indeed, it ts 
not twenty-four hours since this thing was said 
o me by a person in high position: “ You 
| must recollect that the white vote of the South 
‘| was a very small affair.’’? Has it come to this 
hat the Republican party of the United States, 
based upon the doctrine of equal rights to all 
i men, regardless of color, race, or previous 
condition, tell us here about the white vote of 
the South? Those six States all gave Repub- 
lican majorities, all gave majorities for the 
Administration which is in power; and shall 
we be told that having given those majorities 


L 
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|| nize their claims to any of these positions, 
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if 
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| those six States are entitled to less executive 
| patronage than is given tothe Democratic State 
i ef my friends on the left, [ Mr. Davis and Mr. 
McCrrery?]. Yet such.is the fact. This 
Administration and the late Administration 
| have given more patronage to the State rep- 
| resented by. my honorable friends on my left 

than to the six reconstructed States, all of 


i 
i 
| 
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whom gave triumphant Republican majori- 


ties. : 
Mr. DAVIS. If my honorable friend will 


allow me, I will say that, if his statement of the” 


case be true, the Administration has left the 
six southern States as paupers, for it has made 
a mighty poor provision for Kentucky. [Laugh- 


ter. 

Mr. SAWYER. I think it is demonstrable 
that in the matter of the amount of compensa- 
tion paid to those gentlemen who have been 
appointed from the State of Kentucky the 
cou. pensation exceeds that belonging to all the 
offices which have been given to the lately re- 
constructed States. But be that true or false, 
the general statement is correct. 

Now, as to the matter of party: policy, it 
seems to me to be the worst possible policy. 
The southern States ask for the appointment 
of no man to office whose claims for that office 
are not as good on personal grounds, or polit- 
ical grounds, or grounds of fitness for perform- 
ing the duties of the office, as any competitor 
he may have from any other location; but, as 
I say, other things being equal, a sound national 
policy, a sound Republican policy, would dictate 
that as much should be given to those States 
as is compatible with the public interest. 

I hope, therefore, that this resolution will 
pass, and that we shall know out of the thou- 
sands of men who are employéd in this city, 
who represent the army of the Republican 
party, how many of them come from each State 
inthe Union. It will show, as I have reason 
to believe, that there are many men who are 
credited to the recently reconstructed States 
who never lived there in the world, but who, 
belonging to some other State whose roll was 
already too full; were credited to those States, 
when they were appointed really on the advice 
and recommendation of members of Congress 
belonging to other and northern States. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. It is obvious that this resolution is going 
to lead to a very long debate. 

Tbe motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
remained in executive session till five o'clock, 


when a recess was taken till half past seven | 


o'clock, p. m. l 
EVENING SESSION. 

The Senate met at seven and half o'clock 
p.m. in executive session. After two hours and 
a quarter spent in executive session the doors 
were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


Turrspay, April 22, 1869. 

The Chaplain, Rev. J. P. Newmay, D. D., 
offered the following prayer: 

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, we 
return Thee hearty thanks for the personal 
tavors Thou hast bestowed upou us; and espe- 
cially we thank Thee that during the session 
death hath not entered our midst, nor removed 
from places of trust and responsibility those 
elevated to power. We thank Thee that Thou 
hast graciously preserved the health of Thy 


servants, the Senators, and imparted. unto. 
them strength of mind and of heart for the. 


discharge of their onerous duties; and when- 
ever they shall separate, may the blessing of a 
Divine Providence still be with them, that in 
the paths of private life they may be still the 
subjects of Thy watehful care and of Thy grace, 
that the nation may not mourn their death in 
` the pride and prime of manhood; but grant, we 
beseech ‘Thee, that they shall be spared for 
greater usefulness inthe years that are tocome ; 
and-inall their pursuits in life may they exem- 
plify those grand principles for which they 
are here to legislate. May they be illustrious 
examples of whatever is beautiful in charity 
and commendable in justice and patriotism, 
May Thy blessing abide upon Thy servant who 
presides here, and upon all his brother Sen- 
ators. Regard in Thytenderest compassion the 
Presidentof our nation and sustain him in body 


{| shall hear the Senator from Nevada now. 


rand in mind and give wisdom‘and grace into - 


| citizens and public servants are done, open to 


| Senator from New York I would suggest that 


| feeling that they were arresting the business 


his advisers. And hear us, we beseech Thee, 
for the Commonwealth at large, for all the in- 
terests of this great- nation ;: smile upon our 
lands that. they may -bring: forth’ abundantly, 
and bless us. still with the wealth of the seas, 
and do Thou guide us on paths of virtue and” 
of peace. - May we still advance doing ‘Thy 
righteous will, and leading the nations of the 
earth by example to a higher and better polit- 
ical life; andthen, when the fortunes of life 
with us are ended, and our duties as private 


our ascending souls the gates of Paradise, and 
unto Thy reverend name shall be. ascriptions 
of glory forever. Amen. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES REPORT. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before 
the Senate the annual report of the president 
of the National Academy of Sciences; which 
was ordered to lie‘on the table and be printed." 


EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 
Mr. CONKLING. I move, as I believe with 


ont incommoding any other Senator, that the 
Senate now proceed to the consideration of 
exccutive business. 

Mr. NYE. I had purposed this morning to 
do what I have never done before in this. body, 
risé to a personal explanation; but if it is going. 
to.incommode the Senate I will wait until some 
later hour of the day. 3 

Mr. SUMNER. It would be better to do it 


now. 
Mr. TIPTON. With the permission of the 


this is a very proper time for such an explana- 
tion, as the Senate is not yet full. I trust, there- 
fore; the motion will be withdrawn, and that we 


Mr. WILSON. I think the Senate should 
proceed at once to the consideration of execu- 
tive business. After our business is done the 
Senator from Nevada, who desires to make a 

ersonal explanation, can address the Senate. 
While Jam up I will say that this matter of 
personal explanations has been during the past 
few weeks too frequently indulged in. Some 
of us begin to think, and Iam sure the coun- 
try will think, that Senators do not so act and 
speak as not to require personal explanations. 
To say strange, extravagant, wild, reckless, 
and foolish things that will make a sensation, 
if not here in the country, seems to have 
become quite fashionable of late. I do not 
think any reputation worth the having will be 
achieved by this sensational mode of action. 
It is understood the Senator from Nevada feels 
aggrieved by some phrases that have been 
launched at him here and elsewhere, and that 
he is desirous of making reply to what has been 
said. I hope he and.others will consent to let 
us go-into. executive session, do our necessary 
business, and then we shall have an ear to 
listen to what he has to say, or what any one 
else may have to say in reply. 

‘Mr. CONKLING. The Senator from Ne- 
vada understands full well that I do not make 
this motion to incommode him. However it | 
may be with other Senators, it is not the wont 
of that Senator to weary the Senate or occupy | 
it at all by personal explanations. For that 


reason, as well as for others, I certainly would |i 


not stand in his way. J understand, however, 
that the explanation of the Senator or pro- 
ceeding with public business generally this 
morning will be likely tolead in other quarters 
to some extended discussion, and therefore 
I have ventured to suggest to the Senator from 
Nevada, and he entertains the suggestion with į 
great courtesy, that it might be better to go 
into executive session and let us dispose of 


ators who wish to address the Senate may feel | 


some matters there, to the end that other Sen- | 
| 


freer afterward to do it than they would now, 


which remains to be done before the close of 


the session. Therefore I ventured to make 


İl this motion, and unless the Senator from 


eto withdraw it I venturesto” 


The PRESIDENT protempore. It is moved:: 
and seconded that the Senate now.proceed:to 
the consideration of executive businesses: =s * 

Mr, NYE. I have no desire to occupy. a 
moment's time-of the Senate now. Ifvat any’ 
hour of the day they will give-me a chance to“ 
say what I desire:to.say I, shall be entirely. 
content. ’. : ; a3 

Mr. STEWART. | I-should like to-inquire 
of my colleague if he will occupy. much time? : 
. Mr. NYE... No, sir. “a 

Mr. CONKIANG. Another matter will: + 

Mr. STEWART. We can go into executive: 
session when.my coHeague gets through. ~ 

Mr. CONKLING. Ushall be very happy to 
move, unless he will do it himself at-any time 
when he feels so disposed, that the doors shall” 
be opened for this purpose, and I take is it will 


‘be a matter of course that on the question of 


courtesy that motion would prevail. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. : E move to amend the 
motion by saying that at one o’ clock the: Sen- 
ate will proceed to the consideration of execu- 
tive business. That will give the Senator from 
Nevada time to make his explanation. . 

Mr. CONKLING. Is that in-order? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The mo- 
tion to go. into executive session is not amend- 
able. The Senator from New York:can accept” 
the modification. . 

Mr. CONKLING. .. If I move that at one 
o’clock or some other designated hour the 
Senate shall proceed to the consideration of 
executive business, and that order is adopted, 
will the Chair, under the rules as the Chair 
understands them, enforce the order atthe time 
designated? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Unques- 
tionably. 7 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not think we ought 
to fix a particular time. -We should go into 
executive session now and open the doors after- 
ward, or else let the gentlemen who wish to be 
heard speak now. ; 

Mr. CONKLING. Does the Senator think 
we had. better go into executive session now? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If thatis agreeable to 
the Senator from Nevada, I do. 

“Mr. CONKLING. It is quite agreeable to 
me. I move that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of executive business, and upon 
that motion I ask a vote. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope not. Let the 
Senator from Nevada make his remarks now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Iris moved 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
executive business. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 


Mr. NYE. Mr. President, I repeat what L 
said when I was on my feet before, that to-day 
for the-first time since I have had the honor of 
a seat in this body do I oceupy a single.mo- 
ment in relation to anything that has been said 
personal to myself. J would notrise for such 
a purpose now but for the fact that other Sen- 
ators have been attacked, though perhaps in 
language not quite so pointed as myself, and 
the whole body stands arraigned before an 
intelligent public, as a body, for its action and 
course here. What led to the controversy out 
of which this personal matter grew is a speech 
made, I think, on the 20th day of March last 
by the honorable Senator from Rhode Island, 
[Mr. Seracus,] in which he arraigued this 
body in terms the like of which I had never 
heard used on this floor or anywhere else, aud 
particularly arraigued the profession to which 
Í have the honor to belong and charged upon 


‘| them, I thought at the time and think still, 
| what was unjust in fact and what the history 


of the past would not justify him in saying. 
And, sir, I shall be pardoned for declaring that 


| L-entered on the little work of their, defense 


with no feeling but that of the utmost kindness 
for the honorable Senator from Rhode Island. 
whese intercourse with me up tothattime had 
beeu to me of the most pleasant kind. There- 
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fore, what I say I sayin love rather than in 
anger, and I shall study brevity in the words I 
utter on this last day of the session. 

My attempt to defend a profession that has 
been so long honored, respected, and revered 
was answered on the 25th day of March by the | 
honorable Senator in my absence, being absent 
for a day. On my return [read in the Globe. 
that he had- given to me the cognomen of “ the 
charlatan of the Senate.” Sir, not willing to 
trust myself upon a definition exactly of what 
it meant, L-consulted a New England author- 
ity known as Webster’s Dictionary to find 
exactly what ‘charlatan? meant. By the 
permission of the Senate I will read a short | 
definition, and see to whom it is applicabie: | 

“Charlatam—One who prates much in his own favor 
and- makes unwarrantable pretensions to skill; a 
quack; an empiric; a mountebank.” 

Mr. President,:I appeal to my honorable ; 
associates on this floor if I ever talked much 
of myself. I never boasted that I ran more 
spindles or in better order than others, or that 
I made money upon others’ misfortunes; I 
never professed any great skill in anything ; 
but if the speeches of the honorable Senator 
from Rhode Island are a true indication of 
what they mean, I think the word ‘ charla- 
tan” could be written with perfect propriety 
over or under them all,. for he boasts here that 
no man is as skillful as himself—a boast that 
I never made and never shall make. 

Not quite content with ihat, and finding, I 
suppose, that he had got the wrong word to 
convey the meaning that he intended, he ap- 
plied another term to me in a speech which 
he made on another occasion, which I havein 
my pocket, which speech was prepared with 
great care and caution, and, from the honor- 
able Senator’s own remarks, I venture to say 
by another pen than his, because he said he | 
had employed a person more skillful in the use | 
of language than himself, he giving the ideas 
and borrowing the drapery with which they | 
were clothed. That next speech has this 
memorable clause: ‘‘ The Senator who uttered 
the defense ’’—speaking ofthe honorable Presi- 
dent of this body—‘‘is of little consequence 
except in connection with the harlequin of the 
Senate.’ I judge that he meant me by that 
from the fact that the papers stated next morn- 
ing that he paid his respects in no less com- 
piimentary terms tothe Senator from Nevada 
(Mr. Nye] than he did to the Senator from | 
Rhode Island, [Mr. AntHony,] giving very 
Little consequence to what you said, sir, except | 
for the part that the harlequin played, and | 
there again I consulted Webster, thinking it 
safer todo so: 

“ Harlequia—To play the droll; to make sport by 
playing ludicrous tricks.” 

Mr. President, Í never shook stove-pipe iron 
at this body, nor held up wafinished hubs of | 
wheels to illustrateany position that I assumed. 
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and prove myself either a ‘‘charlatan”’ or a 
“ harlequin. ?’? 

But, now, Mr. President, I have said pretty | 
rauch all that I desired to say upon that sub- 
ject, except that I am unwilling to be held up 
to the public gaze as a gentleman who plays 
tricks before this body that I myself honor and 
revere. Icome from the frontier; my man- 
ner may not beas cultivated nor my speech | 
as chaste as the manner and the speech of him 
who has sat àt the foot of Gamaliel always— 
the honorable: Senator from: Rhode Island; } 
pat I bring with me here as honest a purpose 
to do what seemeth to me right and to do it 
timely as any Senator upon this floor, and I 
am unwilling under any circumstances to be ! 
denonnced by my friend from Rhode Island as | 
a harlequin who plays tricks before this body. { 
Sir, I appeal to the Senate, in which I have j 
been now almost five years, whose members 
kuow my incomings and outgoings, whether £ 
have played the harlequin upon this floor. To 
the judgment of this tribunal and to the judg- | 
ment of an enlightened public, I appeal from | 


such exhibitions as those to show my skill | 


| 
\ 


ł 
| 


the Senator. Such language would not be 
becoming in me to use of the honorable Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island. When he assailed that 
profession which I have been taught always to 
revere, when he assailed the temple of law and 
its ministers, I felt constrained, as I then said, 
as one of the feeblest of that profession, to 
shield it from a blow that it did not deserve. 
Why, sir, the honorable Senator has never 
traced law toits foundation and found the solid 
base on which it stands. Law was not born of 
man, it was born of Omnipotence itself; and 
when the first code was promulgated there were 
but two present, and it was proclaimed amid an 
effulgence so bright that the face of the Law- 
giver could not be seen. It was against that 
temple, against that Heaven-born code which 
forms the basis.of all human law, because it 
can all be traced back to that code which was 
ushered in amid the astonishing array that was 
seen upon the mountain top, that the Senator 
directed his thunderbolts. When I said that, 
with no desire to belittle, but with the pro- 
foundest iniention to elevate him, believing 


that no man of woman born would dare attempt |i 


that mighty work, I called him Boanerges, the 
son of thunder, from Rhode Island. J meant 
no disrespect. If any one should give to me 
that appellation I should feel proud of it. 

But the honorable Senator said that I ad- 
dressed the galleries. Sir, that is a thing 
I have never done in this body, and I never 
shall do it. If I had made the attempt to do 
that, which the honorable Senator from Rhode 
Island did do and by your permission, I should 
have been called to order in this House for 
breaking one of its first and most fundamental 
rules. f nevet address the galleries. When 
I address this body, being favored with a voice 
of some scope, I suppose the galleries can hear 
me; but that is not my fault, ‘They come not 
here by my invitation; Ido not open nor close 
their ears. Oh, that was a fantastic trick! 
if I should attempt to address the galleries I 
think I should address them in language that 
would strike upon their ears quite as harmo- 
niously as did that of the distinguished Senator 
from Rhode Island. I have not that refined 
taste which the honorable Senator possesses; 
but I know better than to suggest to those 
around me that their garments may not cover 
more virtue than others of an humbler char- 
acter! Sir, that is a question I have never 
raised with the galleries nor with the world, and 
never shall. Who, Mr. President, but a Boan- 
erges could do that? [Laughter.] 

The honorable Senator in the course of his 
series of remarkable speeches has said in lan- 
guage not to be misunderstood that this Senate 
as a whole is corrupt. That is a bold charge; 
and he prefaced that remark by saying that it 
required a bold man ‘‘like me!” to make it. 
It is a bold charge, and it required a bold man 
to assert it—a man, I say with all respect to 
my distinguished friend, who must for the 
moment have forgotten that he stood sur- 
roanded by his peers at least, equals all, if not 
some of them his superiors. And, sir, what 
gave a sting to the whole, he said it was a sub- 
ject of mature reflection with him, one upon 
which he had long dwelt; and this was the 
fruit of his long dwelling! 

He likewise stated that we were tyrants, 
and he preferred one tyrant to many! Mr. 
President, the honorable Senator did not 
remember that law is the natural enemy of 


tyranny, and that lawyers by the force of | 


their education must be the enemies of tyrants. 
It is the law that has broken the wand of the 
tyrant everywhere. It was the majesty of the 
law that put down the fearful inquisitions of 


old, and its march has been as steady and its | 
tread as visible on the pathway of the advances |} 


ment of the world as the sky is illumined by 
the sun in its orbit. Tyrants lawyers! No, 
sir; no! 

Sir, who broke the yoke of slavery in Eng- 


| land, and who stands to-day by the side of the 


younger Pitt in that beautiful collection of 
statuary in old Westminster Abbey? Itis he 
who left his mechanical trade and. studied the 


the moment they touched her soil their shackles 
fell. Sir, was he a tyrant? The cupidity of 
the manufacturers of England, and of the agri- 
culturists of England, and of the commerce of 
England had trampled humanity ander foot 
for centuries, and the breaking of that yoke 
was reserved for that immortal name which was 
not bornto die. I hold up that name in opposi: 
tion to the one in regard to which the Senator 
read so largely from Macaulay, Jeffreys. In 
whose nostrils of allthe world is the fame of J ef- 
freys least savory? It is in the nostrils of the 
legal profession. It was they who drove him 
from the bench that he did not honor, but dis- 
graced. Itisthe lawyers of England that have 
stamped his name with imperishable infamy. 
Mr. President, I was astonished, I was 
amazed, when this general arraignment of this 
body was made. Ilook around me now and 
see men that have sat here almost ever since 
i my cheeks wore the dew of youth—names that 
| in my distant State are revered, honored, and 


| eherished—names that will pass down into 
i history as the brightest ornaments of human 
| sociely—names the mention of which would 
be the symbol of liberty and freedom every- 
i where; aud yet at one fell swoop they all must 
go down before my honorable friend’s keen 
perception : 
i ‘Optics keen it needs, I ween, 

‘Yo see what is not to be seen.” 
i! Sir, let me give my honorable friend one 
word of advice. The way to climb up on thé 
ladder of fame is not to make stepping-stones 
i| of those who surround you. L have no envy 
l| for the honorable Senator. I have never said 
i one word against his financial project, for I 
i frankly confess I do not understand it, and 
i never did. Iam going to wait until I do com- 
i prebend it; and then if it isright, it will com- 
| mand my support most heartily. I make no 
| arraignment of his entire honesty. As was 
said by another, if I have not the spirit that. 
would elevate men to the skies, I have none 
i| of that other that would drag angels down. 
|| The pathway to greatness lies not in belittling 
those below you. Eminence, preéminence is 
only seen in contradistinction to those whose 
! greatness you outshine. 
| Tam inclined to think that the honorable Sen- 
| ator's health was not good that day. [Laugh- 
ter.] I think he must have eaten something 
that disturbed his rest; for he was not content 
with striking at the Senate as a whole and at. 
some in particular, but he struck backward for 
eight years and assailed the fame of the living 
and the memory of the dead. I did not share 
in the struggle with the sword; but I took 
occasion to say here the other day what I re- 
peat now, that my eyes were attracted, my 
sympathies were enlisted, my good feeling was 
warmed up to the greatest extent toward the 
houorable Senator irom Rhode Island when I 
saw him with his youthful appearance, astride 
of his war-steed ride into this city at the head: 
of the Rhode Island volunteers. I bespoke 
for him then as I do now a future as glorious 
as his action was noble. I never dreamed 
| then, and no one could have made me believe, 
‘| that he would be the first to arraign the repu- 
tation for bravery in the field of his own com- 
rades! My friend from Rhode Island does. 
not comprehend the battle of Ball Run. it 
|| was not ordained by Him that was conducting 
this great war to a successful end that our 
| arms should be triumphant at Bull Ran, What- 
‘| ever of sacrifice there was made was but the 
| blood incident and necessary. to sprinkling the- 
very altar of freedom itself. . 

Whoever might have commanded there with 


i 

| the forces we had would. have been beaten, in. 
f my honest conviction. It was foreordained of 
i God that we should have a defeat instead of a 
| victory to arouse the nation to that point that 
| was necessary to its ultimate and final salva- 
tion. 1 have tears to drop over the fallen dead 
of Ball Run; but I have a heart to thank God 
likewise that that army was not then victer 
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rious. In this last great struggle between free-. 


dom and slavery it was ordained that armies 
so mighty in proportion that those of Xerxes 
should seem insignificant by their side should 
marshal to the battle-field ; they did, and when 
they met, from the Mississippi to the Potomac, 
from the Gulf to the bays of the North, the 
armies of freedom were victorious, and amid 
that clash of arms a sound sweeter and more 
melodious than angels’ voices proclaimed free- 
dom to four million human beings. Those 
were indeed angelic sounds; sounds in which 
the derelictions of friend or foe should have 
been forgotten by the magnanimous; sounds 
by which the world was lulled into security 
with the assurance that wherever freedom and 
slavery meet in armed array freedom would be 
victorious. 


Mr. President, the bloodless sword which 


I took up here was laid aside when the hon- 
orable Senator and the now historic Burnside 
marched into Washington. I saw there the 
warriors’ plumes and swords fitted for the 
fray. I then went tothe western. coast and 
assisted in building up a little State in the 
mountains of the West, but my eyes were 
always eastward, and when I read of the mis- 
fortune at Bull Run I did not then compre- 
hend it. But those who were here and those 
who witnessed it could better comprehend it 
than myself; and no man living or dead had 
better advantages to see, to know, and to hear 
all about it than the distinguished Senator from 
Rhode Island. He did not mean to let that 
record of Rhode Island’s heroes die; he meant 
to perpetuate and succeeded in perpetuating 
the story of their bravery upon the records of 
your State, sir; and I appeal from the Senator 
to the Governor for his judgment on that 
occasion. 

I hold in my hand a letter written with all 
the nervous power of my distinguished friend 
from Rhode Island, showing the estimate in 
which he, as Governor of Rhode Island, and 
the citizens of that proud Commonwealth held 


tbose headed by Burnside, and Burnside him-: 


self upon that occasion, and in proper time and 


in a moment now I shall ask the Secretary | 


to read that letter. No man is so well caleu- 
lated to judge of an action as when he sees it. 
The impressions that are made then are like 
spots upon polished steel; they cannot be 
effaced. And I rejoice for the reputation of 
the honorable Senator from Rhode Island that 
he made a record—aye, more, sir, he made a 
proclamation to his people that will forever 
endear him to them whatever he may do in 
subsequent life. : 

This letter is not only a letter of approbation, 
but a subsequent one, which I also have, con- 
veyed to the warrior upon the distant field an 


emblem of his profession purchased by the | 


honorable Senator himself by the authority of 
the Legislature of Rhode Island, which he 
commissioned a brave soldier to deliver upon 
the field of battle. It was a sword to Burn- 
side, and never was fitter emblem sent. His 
history is written in blood on every battle-field 
of the Potomac; and Knoxville will forever 
attest to the bravery of Burnside. He hurled 
back and kept in abeyance at least three times 
his number, headed by Longstreet, until was 
heard the tread of coming thousands to his 
relief, and Knoxville was saved. Sir, whatever 
feid he attempted to save was saved if it was 
in the power of bravery and endurance to save 
it. 
at Bull Run. He was notin command, The 
commander was another honored name who 
py that cloud lost much of the preéminence to 


which he was entitled as a military mau of this | 
nation; I referto General MeDowell, for he 


is second to none in his acquirements and skill 
in the art of war. He was unfortunate in that 
battle that Almighty God _foreordained we 
should be unfortunate iu. 
unfortunate at Fredericksburg. The proudest 
general of this nation, and one from whose 
diadem even the Senator from Rhode Island 
would not dare attempt to pluck one jewel, 
was unfortunate at Vieksburg; but who 


Yell me not, then, that he was unfortunate | 


Burnside, too, was ! 


| 
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the bravery, who- doubted the patriotism, who 
doubted the:skill of the indomitable and fiery 
Sherman? He was -overmatehed. And at 
Fredericksburg, when Burnside hurled. his 
columns against those deadly walls, the. very 
air was redolent with the shouts of his soldiers. 


Braver men never lived and never died; and | 


never were men more gallantly led. They 
were overnumbered ; the enemy had their 
intrenchments; and the crushing bones and the 
gaping wounds and the bloody fields on that day 
told the story of their bravery. I was shocked, 
therefore; when I heard the attempt in these 
after years to pluck a laurel from the brow of 
a Burnside. — 
_ itis said,and I think truthfully, that no man 
is as well known anywhere as at his own hearth- 
stone. I think I ean assert with equal truth 
that no man is as well known anywhere as he 
is in the community in which he resides. Burn- 
side resides in Rhode Island, and he wears the 
same gubernatorial crown, if crown it be; that 
the Senator once wore; and it has been three 
times thrust upon him by the generous. and 
magnanimous people of the State which my 
honorable friend has the honor to represent. 
Are Rhode Island’s citizens wanting-in ordi- 
nary sagacity and blinded to the faults of men? 
No, sir. Did they need a guide; did they need 
an executive direction where to cast their eyes, 
and where to center their hopes? They have 
itin the letter which I now ask the Secretary to 
read, from the highest official in the State of 
Rhode Island, my honorable friend, now Sen- 
ator from that State. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
: PROVIDENCE, August 21, 1861. 

Sir: I herewith transmit to you the resolution of 
thanks to yourself and the officers and men late 
under your command, passed by the General Assem- 
bly at their recent session, It gives me pleasure to 
convey this testimonial of their appreciation of the 
services of yourself and your gallant regiment, and 
request you to communicate the same to your officers 
and men. The people of Rhode Island will long 
remember your services to them and to our common 
country. No man, I believe, in the history of the 
State has, in so short a time, more firmly entwined 
himself around the hearts of our people than your- 
self. I take this opportunity to tender you my sin- 
cere thanks for the cordial and patriotic spirit which 
has actuated you in all our -intercourse since the 
commencement ofthe war. | 

Wishing you every success in the new position to 
which you have been called, I have the honor to be 


your friend and obedient servant, 
WILLIAM SPRAGUE. 


General A. E. BURNSIDE, late Colonel commanding 
Firat Regiment 2. L. D. M. 


Mr. NYE. The battle of Bull Run was 
fought on the 21st day of July, 1861, if I re- 
member correctly, and if I heard the reading 
aright, that letter was written on the 21st day 
of August, 1861. Within thirty days, while 
that scene was fresh, and passing in the fresh- 
ness of a panoramic view before the vision of 


the honorable Senator from Rhode Island, he į 


wrote that commendatory letter. Sir, he did 
well; he but echoed the sentiment of Rhode 
Island and echoed the sentiment of a grateful 
nation. Within thirty days, while the blood 
was yet upon my honorable friend’s sword, he 
wrote that glowing letter, which will live after 
Burnside is dead, and after he who has the 
honor to address you is dead, and after the 
honorable Senator who wrote it is dead. It 
was the inspiration and the truthful history of 
the moment. Hight years after, it is a bold 


experiment, and one that will fail, to attempt to | 


detract from the fame of him whom the Senator 
then so highly honored and commended. Sir, 
the judgment of the then Governor of Rhode 


Island is the recorded judgment of Rhode Island | 


to-day, and not only of Rhode Island, bat of 
every State where the heart of patriotism beats 
and where those who love their country dwell. 
Burnside may not have beenthe most brilliant 


Í general in the field; I pass no criticism or 


encomium upon him in that respect; but though 
he be even the least, inasmuch as an attempt 
is made to strike down and defame the charac- 
ter of one of these the least, itis done unto 
me andunto a grateful nation. But a few short, 


‘i hurried words did I ever pass with General 
doabted | Burnside, but they were words of oncourage- 


ment in the time-of the war. It was on the 
eve of that dreadful battle at Fredericksburg, 
With a heart as full.of bounding-patriotism as 
was ever exhibited he sealed his devotion to 
his country by his blood. aoe 

Mr. President, I have done with-Burnside, 
and I‘have but a few words more to,say on one 
other topic. I-beg the indulgence of the Sen- 
ate for a moment longer. - The honorable Sen- 
ator, in the depth of his thought—for he has 
given us assurance over and over again that his 
speeches are the result. of the most mature 
reflection—says that this nation-is going to 
ruin; thatit has lost the tevo great elements of 
its prosperity, to wit, slavery. and immigration. 
Stand aghast, ye wise men of the present time t 
Even the southern planter has forgotten. that 
foolish dogma, What! is it reserved for the 
honorable Senator to say that the prosperity 
of this country in the past or in the present 
has rested upon the basis of human. bondage? 
If that is wisdom, God in His mercy give me 
folly. I find more consolation in the kind of 
foolishness which is denominated so bychiaz, in 
the rejoicing that I feel in my very: heart. that’ 
that system which dragged us down is dead and- 
buried; but the honorable Senator,.to give 
this country prosperity, would disinter it and 
bring it up from that grave to which it sank 
by the common consent of an intelligent world, 
Sir, give. me no such wisdom as that. «I re- 
pudiate all such wisdom. Now as tothe other. 
point, he says immigration fell off thirty thou- 
sand last year. Suppose it did, what of: it? 
That is a mere ebb in the great tide. I have 
watched this tide and current of immigration, 
and my heart has swelled with gratitude to 
Almighty God that I have been permitted to 
see it; that here upon this favored ground we 
have built up a Government and a set of insti- 
tutions that take from three to five hundred 
thousand prisoners of peace from the down- 
trodden nations of the Old World and give them 
the right to stand here ereet in. their manhood. 
That tide of immigration will not cease. The 
necessities of the Old World discharge them. 
Ay, sir, the fertile fields of the new invite 
them.. The spindles which the honorable Sen- 
ator runs so boastfully invite them. The fruit- 
ful earth.invites them. The wondrous works 
that we are performing here invite them. And 
above all a invites them most is that they 
east from them the shackles of oppression and 
stand forth here clothed in the garments of 
American citizenship. X 

I repudiate the first idea suggested by the 
honorable Senator, and the other, I assert, is 
nottrue. Last year Ireland was convulsed with 
internal troubles and her emigration ceased ; 
but next year her sons will come more plen- 
teously than before, and in the name of my 
|i country I invite them to come. Though they 
have been serfs there, they shall be men here. 
Though they have worn the yoke of oppression 
there; here they shall be clothed in the:imper- 
ishable vesture of American citizenship. 

I repudiate all idea of the decay of this coun- 
try. The honorable Senator declared that it 
was socially and morally going—somewhere. 
The morals or the social standing of society in 
this country may not be up to the standard of 
the honorable Senator from Rhode Island. 
I know not what standard he rears; but I look 
|] around me, and I see at every hearthstone the 
smiles of a contented family; I see maternal, 
paternal,and filial obligations binding as closely 
as ever, and the heart of the father and the 
heart of the child warm to each other as ‘* kin- 
dred drops mingle into one.’’ But that does 
|| not seem to suit the honorable Senator. When 
| he gets this nightmare out of his mind he will 
! see that he has been looking through a key- 
‘hole from a dark room. Ail boys that have 
been at school know what I mean; when you 
have gone into adark room and looked through 
| the key-hole into the blazing light everybody 
| outside seemsto walk on his head. [Laughter. ] 
i I hope that when the honorable Senator looks 
li not from a dark room, bat looks with the aid 
|| of the effulgence of noonday around him, he 
will be sorry that he has ever advertised to 


the nations of the world that decay, socially, 
morally, and in every other way, is written 
upon the brow of American society. Sir, as 
an American—and the only inheritance which 
I possess or of which I boast is that lam an | 
American—I give back to the world to which ! 
this intelligence has gone a plain, flat cdntra- | 
diction. Sir, our valleys bud and blossom like | 
the rose; gigantic works of improvement are 
striding a continent larger than all Europe; 
the busy spindle is heard upon every rivulet : 
and the mountain stream is beating itself to 
atoms over water-wheels propelling countless 
thousands of spindles. Everywhere prosperity ` 
is written. Future prosperity is visible to him | 
that sees not through the key-hole, but in the | 
blaze of day, if he will only look around him. 
I beg pardon, Mr. President, of yon and the 
Senate, for having occupied your time so long. 
Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I shall 
not detain the Senate more than a moment. 
It was my fortune three times, as a member 
of the Committee on the Conduct of the War, 
to investigate three several battles in which 
General Burnside fought; one in which he had | 
supreme command, and two others in which 
he had a subordinate command. I can also 
state that General Burnside was several times | 
before the Committee on the Conduct of the 
War as a witness, and I but express the opin- 
ion of every member of that committee when 
I say that a braver, truer, or more patriotic 
man than General Burnside never drew a sword, 
This has been the testimony of every officer I 
have heard allude to General Burnside, from 
the highest in command in the Army down to 
the lowest who served under him. I desire to 
state further that in his army and under his 
command, I believe, from and after he became 
a major general, hehad Michigan troops always, 
and. they all bear the self-same testimony. 
“After the disastrous battle at Fredericks- 
burg the Committee on the Conduct of the 
War was directed by this body to investigate 
that disaster. When we called General Burn- 
side before us as the first witness he took the 
whole responsibility. He said: 
“Tt was my battle; I planned it, and if there is 
anybody to blame it is me, and nobody else.” 
Well, sir, we had not taken testimony three 
hours before we discovered that somebody else i 
was to blame for that disaster, and we called 
General Burnside back to correct his testi- 
mony. He said: i 
“Gentlemen of the commitec, I am glad to hear 
you say what you do; but Teannot correct my tes- 
timony, for I believe it to be true.” | 
And he would not change it even for his own || 
protection and defense. Sir, I have never met | 
a more honorable, modest, high-toned, loyal, | 
brave soldier in my life; and that was the 
opinion of every member of the Committee 
on the Conduct of the War. ` 
' Mr. ABBOTT. Mr. President, I riseto saya ; 
word on this matter. I confess that I was greatly | 
pained some days ago when a Senator, avail- 
ing himself of his privileges on this floor, as- 
sailed the military character of Rhode Island 
troops and that of Rhode Island’s greatest 
officer. This criticism of military conduct | 
was the more surprising since it came from one | 
who never appeared upon the field in but one | 
engagement, and who retired from that field 
amid a common disaster with no more than 
common credit, And the regret and surprise | 
with which we. listened were increased on 
account of the high business position of the 
speaker, and on account of the official position 
which heheld in his State and now holds in the 
nation. When we remembered that no real sol- | 
dier ever aspersed the character of his comrades | 
ander vauntings of his own achievements, we 
began to comprehend the dishonor with which | 
one member might humiliate this-whole body | 
and the extent of this outrage upoma State | 
anda chiefin that State. When we recollected | 
also the hot-house growths thrown into undue 
prominence by the inflamed atmosphere of 
the early part of the war, when military and 
political empisics held their sway, regret 
changed to indignation. 
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Neither before the war, nor during the war, 
nor since the war, did I ever speak with Gen- 
eral Burnside, nor was I ever in any part of 
the army embraced within his command, so | 
that I do not speak of him now with any of 
that natural regard which a soldier entertains 
for his commander; but I was on the shore 
of the Narraganset one summer morning when 
in the gray light the steamer bearing the sur- | 
vivors of the disaster of Bull Run belonging | 
to Providence, streaming with pennants, swept ij 
by toward that ancient city trailing the joyous |! 

i 


murmur of voices and the blast of the trumpet | 
in its way. The reception which that capital ; 
that day gave to her sons, wherein every tower 
and every baleony were waving plaudits, was | 
the verdict of Rhode Island as well on the 
conduct of the commander of those troops- as 
upon the conduct of the troops themselves: 
Į leave Rhode Island to decide now and here- 
after whether the voice of that people on that į 
day was false adulation. She has already |! 
given her decision by electing three times the 
officer who rode at the head of that column as | 
her Chief Magistrate, and that officer was 
General Burnside. 

General Burnside’s subsequent service was | 
in Kentucky and Tennessee, where he pressed | 
to Knoxville, resisting the siege of Longstreet; | 
in North Carolina, where he acquired and | 
held the region from the Albemarle to the i 
Neuse, capturing the whole rebel army upon | 
Roanoke Island, and holding the enemy back | 
beyond the Chowan and Kinston, menacing all | 
the while the enemy’s great lines of communi- | 
cation, and conducting campaigns of extraor- | 
dinary military vigor ; incommand of the Army | 
of the Potomac, assuming which at Warrenton, | 
he moved to Falmouth, and there, confronting | 
Lee, initiated two attacks, both of which were | 
unsuccessful, but neither of which reflected | 
upon his character as a soldier ; and last, asthe | 
commander of a corps in the Army of the Po- | 
tomac in the greatest, as it was the concluding, | 
campaign of the war. i 

| 
| 
{ 
i 
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In all this great and various service he main- 
tained as much if not more than any other man 
the character of a patriotic, unsélfish, gallant, 
judicious, and modest soldier. Upon his char- 
acter the Government has set its seal, for from 
his successful campaign in North Carolina, 
where he held a territory greater than that 
of his own State, he was transferred to Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee, and from Kentucky to 
the higher command of the Army of the Po- || 
Resigning that, he joined in 1864, at 


H 


§ 


i 
the head of a corps forty-five thousand strong, ! 
that great army which first struck the enemy | 
at the Wilderness and ultimately encircled | 
Petersburg, and finally he entered Richmond | 
on the extreme right of Grent’s line. With ! 
all this, thus briefly recounted, the country is | 
familiar in detail. His name isnot only famil- | 
iar in New England, but in the South and be- | 
yond the A lleghanies, where his columns pushed i 
the enemy, and where his kindness to the peo- || 
ple softened the rigors of war. . He did not !! 
retire from the service after the first disastrous | 
battle, nor is he now arraigning his old com- |! 
mand at Bull Run for cowardice; but he stood |! 
through, with unsheathed saber untilthelast gun | 
was fired and until the flag again waved undis- | 
puted. Now the Governor of a State, he is not |! 
filling the air with incoherent ravings over evils || 
which are imaginary, but stands among his i 
people in the quiet dignity of a Christian citi- | 
zen. I do not know that he parades his private ʻi 
business in State papers. Perhaps he may not : 
employ ten thousand men, nor sehemeto build |! 
up his own business upon the ruin of his neigh- / 
bors’, but we know that the hearts of ten times |! 
ten thousand men beat kindly and gratefully 


i 
f; 
I 
: 
toward him. Nature has not been niggardly || 
to him, but she has been generous, endowing | 
him with a full body and a great heart anda i 
comprehensive brain, so that if he indeed were | 
one of those nine days’ heroes whose fame | 
rests upon a single exploit, he would not lose | 
his small reputation by an undue exhibition of | 
imbecility. 


‘Let us have peace.” Stir not the green 


mounds beneath which sleep the nation’s dead 
Cherish those living who in the hour of their 
country’s need endured to the end! Emulate 
what was right and cover with charity what 
was remiss; for though no longer the country 
seems to demand the sword, we do not know 
when the nation may be again imperiled. For 
purposes of military. science we may discuss 
the art of war, may compare the strategy of 
campaigns, or may criticise the comparative 
genius of commanders; but never againin this 
Senate may the voice of detraction be raised 
indiscriminately against the soldiers of the 
nation. 

Ifit may seem to some that I have in these 
remarks stepped out of my own natural path 
I ask Senators to recollect that it was this 
Rhode Island soldier who first brought the flag 
to the State which I in part represent, and that 
his good name in part belongs to us. 

Mr. MORTON. Mr. President, my early 
association with General Burnside is sufficient 
apology for speaking a few words. We wera 
born within a few miles of each other in the 
State of Indiana, and for years lived in the 
same town and were boyish friends and com- 
panions. ‘The boy was father to the man.” 
As a boy he was distinguished for courage and 
kindness, and was beloved by all his boyish 
companions. From our town he went to West 
Point, and I followed his career from West 
Point into the Army with interest and affection. 
From the battle of Bull Run, from his first 
great triumph at Roanoke to his crowning vie- 
tory at Knoxville, his career was distinguished 
by courage, skill, patriotism, and humanity. 
The bravest act, however, of his life was after 
the battle of Fredericksburg. When the press 
of the country was busy in showing that Gen- 
eral Burnside was not responsible for that dis- 
aster, was busy in laying the blame upon others 
and showing that there had been sad blunder- 
ing, if not treason, in his camp, he said to the 
committee and to the world, ‘‘ The responsibil- 
ity is mine.” When he spoke those words the 
nation forgot the disaster, and he was at once 
restored to the national heart and the national 
confidence. Sir, the State of Indiana takes 
pride in General Burnside, and high upon the 
national roll of honor his name is inscribed to 
be read with pleasure, affection, and admira- 
tion by all coming generations. 

Mr. SPRAGUE. Mr. President, the use of 
the shield to cover the iniquities of those I 
have criticised falls dead with me. Whether 
it does with this Senate or not let each one 
determine for himself, and let the people of 
Rhode -Island determine that question for 
themselves when they read these remarks, ag 
they have read those I have made, and point, 
as I have pointed behind the man that is here 
exalted, to the real sore that is to-day destroy- 
ing this country there and in every State of 
this Union. Ido not mean to level again at 
that shield. Let it rest where it does. Let 
Rhode Island people, as they have already 
done, criticise as they know how to criticise 
him whom you have this day exalted. I leave 
him and I leave the remarks that [ have made 
to go side by side with those which have been 
uttered by the new Senator from North Caro- 
lina, and by him from Nevada, who, in the 
commencement of the remarks that he made, 
ridiculed me and then defended himself. My 
line of defense does not lead me there. My 
line of attack is in the paper that I am about 
to read. 

Mr. President, by the opening of an ex- 
ecutive session to enable the Senator from 
Nevada, *‘to empty his defense’’ in the in- 
terest of Brown & Ives, the Senate have 


it once again declared themselves on the side of 


the monopolists and millionaires, and against 
the truth and the people. A few days ago your 
Presiding Officer, foreed to the rescue of his 
backers and owners, under the special plea of 
privilege, which constitutionally belongs to a 
member of this body alone, deemed it neces- 
sary to make an issue of truth or falsehood 
between a fellow- Senator, standing here under 
the solemanities of his oath and protected by 
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the panoply of hissenatorial and constitutional 
privileges, and certain “outside barbarians,’’. 
no more entitled to privileged recognition on 
this floor than the cut-throats and thieves who 
daily infest the purlieus and slums of our great 
cities. Why not raise a like question of privi- 
lege in favor of the famous Commodore Van- 
derbilt or the infamous Jim Fisk, jr.? Which 


of my fellow-Senators is retained to defend the | 


monopolists and these representatives of the 
million dollars? Is there anything left in the 
Constitution of our fathers that remains sacred | 
and against which you dare not raise your par- 
‘ricidal hand? How are the mighty fallen! 
How have a majority of the exalted Senators | 
ingloriously and shamefully demeaned and 
belittled this heretofore august body. ‘‘ Whom 
the gods would destroy they first make mad.’’ 

Mr. President, in answer to the tirade of the 
Senator from Nevada and the Senator from 
North Carolina I am reminded of another 
little illustration. In my travels from the cen- 
ter here into the rural districts through the 
woods and farms of the surrounding neighbor- 
hood, chance at one time brought me to a 
farmbouse. I discovered on looking up.a large 
mastiff and a mongrel puppy-dog. The little 
dog moved on with rapidity from behind, bit 
at my heel, and frightened at his temerity ran 
howling and crying away, followed by his 
larger companion. i 

The Senate will observe that the mongrel, 
whining puppy, encouraged by the mastiff and 
emboldened to make the attack from the 
shadow of his backer, ran rapidly away alarmed 
at his temerity, while the overgrown cur fol- 
lows after, with ears lopped and tail between 
his legs, to a place of safety beside his dimin- 
ished companion. 

Mr. President, this is no time for clownish 
frivolity, or for such productions as have been 
sent forth here to-day criticising my conduct. 
A grand mistake has been made as to my 
positions on these great questions. I claim no 
peculiar merit for myself; nor do I feel that I 
am so much as a representative figure-head. 
I am the mere agent and instrument of an 
overruling divine Providence, and am but fol- 
lowing out His direction to head up and help 
forward a great and glorious work of progress 
and reform. ` 

It is due to the people of the United States 
as well as those of Rhode Island that I should ; 
give the reason for stepping out of my way | 
apparently to antagonize my views with those 
of the million dollars, and great family there. 
Let me say here that itis but an incident of ; 
my great purpose and of my great work. With | 
this secret enemy at my own home, embar- | 
rassments would have followed my every step || 
forward. It was thus throughout the war. 
was compelled to turn homeward to settle dis- | 
turbances created by this secret enemy. The | 
very atmosphere became tainted by their 
malice, andit entered into’ my every fiber the 
moment I stepped foot on the soil of my native 
State. He was always thus at work. I could 
not, therefore, hope to be of any service to the 
people of the United States until I had uncov- 
ered my enemy, and thus exposed his rotten- 
ness to the sight and to the reflection of a | 
thenceforth disgusted people. i 

Mr. President, it is not my fault or the fault || 
of the people that the would-be senatorial 
leaders and guides are not up to the occasion 
and the requirements ofthe times, Asa matter 
of course, I must expect to be ridiculed, reviled, | 
and persecuted—to be regarded as alternately | 
drunk and crazy. Yet I do assure the Senate, 
as did Paul befores Agrippa, that I but speak | 
forth the words of truth and soberness. I do | 
declare that if I be either drunk or crazy, or | 
both, there is back and. behind me a multi- | 
tude that no man can number equally intoxi- | 
cated and equally insane. My further answer » 
shall be drawn from a few of thousands of |, 


letters received. ‘These letters as presented | 
are open for the inspection of the Senate. I: 
will not, as a rule, disclose the names of the | 
writers, although oceasionally I shall take the | 
responsibility of reading a name. ii 


| 
i 
i 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


The first letter I shall read is from Hetry 
Brooks Adams, son of Charles Francis Adams, 
late minister from the United States to the 
Court of St. James: | ; 

No. 158 G STREET, _ 
WASHINGTON, February 25, 1869. 

My Dear Mr. Sprague: We were. talking the 

other evening about the effect of our financial system 


on the different elements of income, and you were | 


kind enough to state to me what your experience had 
shown you to be the tendency of our policy so far as 
profits are concerned. | 
question with any precision, and I am enough inter- 
ested in the subject to wish for all the information I 
can get. Ifyou are not too busy I should be greatly 
obliged if you would set down on paper for me the 
facis on which you baso your opinion that the general 
rate of profits has been diminished, for I find great 
contradiction in authorities on the subject. The 


return on capital invested in productive laborin the | 


last three yearsas compared with the return between 
1850 and 1860, and the relative proportion of bad 
debts made in business, are two points about which 
Tam very curious to get at thetruth. Ofcourse this 


is only for my private satisfaction, and not for any | 


public use. , 

_ Another matter which seems to me far from clear 
is the process by which our currency acts on private 
interests. Do you think that any direct influence on 
prices is caused by the currency, or do producers and 
dealers omit this element entirely in their calcula- 
tions? Importers on a large scale usually manage 
to protect themselves from loss on this score, if they 
do not always make it a source of profit. I would 
like to know what are your ideas on this matter. 

I do not want to annoy you with questions, or take 
up your time with writing about points of theory for 
my private satisfaction; but as I have undertaken 
to write on these subjects myself I must try to cor- 
rect my own conclusions by those of practical mon 
whose opinions are based on experience. 

If you can spare me the timo for a reply I should. 
be much pleased; but in any case 1 am, very truly, 


yours, 
HENRY BROOKS ADAMS. 
The next is from Ohio; but I shall go on 


‘and let the letters speak for themselves : 


New Lexryerox, Perry County, ONTO, 
April 20,1869. - 
Dear Sir: I am just starting up the Republican 
paper here, which has been languishing for years. 
i have added new type, new life and vigor, and very 
largely increased the list. Now, sir, your speeches 
have created a great stir here, although we have had 
but a mere synopsis. Jam called upon hourly for 
“Sprague’s great speeches,” and I want them, You 
have simply performed a miracle in turning as by 
magic all hearts to you. I am astounded, for you 
havecarried the people by storm. Donot understand 
for amoment that this excitement has influenced me. 
ĮI only give you what I see around me. Money is 
terrifically scarce here. Four per cent. a month will 
not bring it, because there is none, and somehow the 
impression obtains that you have a plan of relief. 
Announce yourself as the champion of your policy 
and thepeople will carry you with a whirlwind of 
triumph. 
Hxcuseastranger, and please forward yourspeeches 
and greatly oblige, truly ours, 
: 7, MONTGOMERY, 
Editor Perry Kepublican, 
lutely called Perry County Weekly. 


Senator Sprague. 


NATIONAL BOARD or TRADE, 
SECRETARY AND TREASURER'S OFFICE, 
Bosrox, Marck 27, 1869. 
Sir: As there is a general desire among the busi- 


ness men of the country to read your specch upon | 
the evils attending the present organization of our | 
national and State Legislatures, 1 shall feel much | 


obliged if you will send me as mapy copies of it in 
print as you can conveniently spare, promibing that 
it shall be circulated widely, and that it shali be 
read attentively by those in whose interest it was 
deliveren. b 4; t t 

am, sir, your obedient servant, 

UAMILTON A. HILL, Secretary. 
Hon. William Sprague, i 
United States Senate, Washington. 


PERU, LASALLE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, 

April 20, 1869. 
Sir: As your late speeches in the United States 
Senate are attracting so much notice, I wish you, if 
convenient, to send me copies of all your late 


speeches, as the few extracts that I havo seen strike | 


moas having tho ving ot the right metal. 
s, with groat esteem, 4 a 
ne s JAMES VAUGHN. 


Hon. William Sprague, Waskirngton, D. O. 
Provipence, March 29, 1869. 


Ihad not time to go into the | 


Dear Sir: I have just read your speech of Wednes- : 


day, l 
tho repeal of the tonure-of-office act 
the Journal supplement of this morning. 
also read a synopsis of two other S 
eal the tenure-of-office act 


have 


you since the bili to re 


wasreported to the Senate, andam very much pleased | 
and the manly | 
have sounded the alarm in | 
| the very citadel of ihe nation. — f 
You have thus brought prominently before the | 


with the position you have taken 


boldness with whieb you 


are in at the 


American people the great danger they 
ted by Con- 


present time, and the rmbecility manifes 
gress in this great emergeney. 


24th instant, before the United States Senate, on | 
,as published in | petuat S 
ii stitution, which by t 


speeches made by | 


J this country, and I hope and believe'will prod 


| President is by 


There are vital points touched upon in each ofthose 
speechés which ought to gò before thé whole people 
of America, for in them you hayv6 struck a chord which 
will vibrate throughout the length and brea of 


: f - A 
effect similar to that movement of yours ia 1301; when 
the news came that Washington was in dahger of 
being captured by a rebel force. DE 

At that time your example produced a greater in- 
fluence upon officials and people of thé different 
States ‘in arousing them to a sense of real danger 
and the necessity of personal sacrifices than the acts 
of any other single individual inthe United States, 
not excepting President Lincoin. 

It looks as though Providence may again chose 
you to arouse the nation in a similar manner to show 
the people thé necessity of prompt action. and per- 
sonal and political sacrifices to put down the civil 
revalution which has been going on for the last four 
years, and is more alarming and dangerous to our 
liberties than the open and hostile attacks of the 
avowed foe; for in that movement the whole people 
could understand the real purpose.of the rebels; ‘in 
this movement the masses are deceived asto.thereat 
object, 3 

. i saw a suggestion that your speech was to be pub- 
lished in pamphlet form. Would it not be well to 
embody the substance, at least, of the other two also? 
But in whatever formit may be published I take this 
opportunity to ask the favor of.a few copies for dis- 
tribution. : Pe S 

Thanking you for this nobie-effortito*bring the 
Government back again to obedience to constitutional 
law and honesty in public officials, and a higher tone 
of morality throughout all departments of society, 
I remain, as ever, your personal friend and well- 


wisher, ee SAN 
SAMUEL H, WALES. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


PELLA, Inpiansa, April 30, 1869, 
Dear Sir: Haying read and fully indorsing: your 
recent speeches in the Senate, I beg you to be pleased 
to send me twenty copies for distribution. 
Hoping you will relax no effort in thonoble cause 
you have espoused, and will “stick to the work,” £ 
am, yours, &., A. E. NOWLIN. 


Hon. William Spraguo, Washington, D. C. 


Boston, Mareh 29, 186% 


Dear Sir: I have read in the public print that 
there is a prospect ofthe two speechesrecently made 
by you in the United States Senate being published. 
I sincerely hope so, for they have met with a more 
universal indorsement by the business and practi- 
cal men of this city than any speeches mado for 
many years. May l ask of you the favor, in case 
they are printed, to include my name among those 
anxious to see a full copy of two speeches with the 
ring of true metal, and which will endear you to all 
ri ht thinking men? eki f 

ith great respect, yours, very truly, 
ISATAH CALDWELL, 
f 97 State Street, Boston. 
Hon. William Sprague. 
Crxorxn att, April 20, 1869. 
Mr. William Sprague, United States Senate - 

Will you be kind enough to send me three or 
copies of your late speech ? 

Very respectfully, yours, Bas ot ; 

J. RALSTON SKINNER, 


112 Broudway, Cincinnati. 


four 


Quroxicr, Roope IsLaxDp, March 29, 186%, 

My True Friend: I bave just read your speech 
with muck interest, and hope you will pardon me 
for troubling you with » fow lines in stating to-you 
that no speech has been generally spoken of: so 
much in this vieinity and given so much satisfaction. 
All say it is the best of anything this winter. I truly 
hope you may be able to carry out your plans and 
soon have a goodly number of converts, for now you 
seem tostand alone. I really take comiort in hear- 
ing the people around here comein evenings to trade 
and speak in praise of our plucky Senator, &e. 


Foure irys, C. 8. BOWEN. 


Orrics TIPTON, INDIANA, TEMES, | 
'Piprox, April 19, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I would like a few copies of your 
speeches. eA subscribers want them. Lt is being 
read with avidity. 
W.J.TURPEN, 
Editor Tipton Times. 
Hon. Wiliam Sprague. 
Warwick NECK, RRODR ISLAND, 
March 30, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I have read your speech in the United 
States Senate of the 19th instant, and am rejoiced to 
find that the people have a Senator from this State 
who has the courage to speak and expose the proili- 
gate proceedings of Congress, composed as-it is of 
three fourths young lawyers, whose acts are to per- 
petuate themselves in power: regardless of the Con- 
heir oaths they are bound to 
support. Depriving the Executive of the. power 
necessary to enable him to execute the laws, for 
without the power of removal of unfaithful agents 
the President eannot execute the laws while Con- 
gross. deprives him of the power of removal. The 
his oath responsible to the country 
for the faithful execution of the laws, and should not 
be deprived by an act of Congress of that power. | 
Of the consthation of Congress, composed of a 
large majority of young lawyers, whose eduvation 
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go 


and practice as lawyers, for fees, encourages the 
lobby-men, whisky rings, and speculators to peculate 
upon the Treasury. By the influence of money they 
find willing members of Congress to aid them in their 
designs. ‘fais should not be. 

No lawyer should be elected to Congress by the 
people yntil he has quit the practice of law as an 
attorney. r: 

The remedy is in the hands of the people of this 
country, and we cannot expect just laws until the 
people elect upright, honorable men of age and ex- 
perience to represent them. 

As one of the people, I thank you for your courage 
and boldness in the exposé made in your speech. 


Yours, traly, 
JOHN R. WATERMAN. 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


. Dayron, Oxo, April 19, 1889. 
Sir: Will you be so kind_as to send me copies of 
your recent speeches in the United States Senate? I 
am a disabled soldier, and fought to sustain this Gov- 
ernment in the ranks, I have seen extracts from 


your speeches in some of the newspapers on file here, į; 
e “coming man,” : 


and your style suits me: You aret 
the man for the times, 


‘here are nearly one thousand disabled soldiers | 


here. 
If you see proper, please send some for distribution 
to my address. and oblige, very respectfully, | 
H. H. McELHINNY, Notary Public, 
National Military. Asylum, 
Montgomery County, Ohio. 
Hon. William Sprague, 
United States Senator, Rhode Island. 


The next letter I shall read is from O. S. 
Halsted, of New Jersey, commonly known as 
‘Pet, Halsted.’? I had not met him for years 
prior to the 7th day of this present month. My 
first acquaintance with -him was early in the 
war, when I consulted him on matters affecting 
the interests of the whole country. I never 
talked finance with him until after my speech 
of April 8, when I compared notes and found 
in conversation that his views and mine very 
nearly accorded. His position during the rebel- 
lion was serving his country without reward or 
position. His relations to President Lincoln 


were more intimate than any member of the | 


Cabinet. His celebrated letter concerning Gen- 


eral Kearny belongs to the country. He is also |! jieying public spirit cannot continue under the pres- 


a cordial supporter of President Grant. He, 
on the whole, is one of the safest, most com- 
prehensive, and intelligent men I ever met. 
His real name is Oliver Spencer Halsted, jr., 


son of Chancellor Halsted, of New Jersey, and | 


though well known in one sense, not at all 
known or understood in another. 
of two sides or natures—one frivolous, light- 
hearted, open, agreeable, rollicking; the other 
cautious, grave, considerate, comprehensive— 
he is a man of intellect, with a mind broad, 
clear, and deep. 


His letter is: 
Newark, New Jersty, March 31, 1869. 


Dear Governor: I have heard much of late, 
throngh the press and otherwise, of. your extraordi- 


nary speeches, seemingly delivered for the special | 


edification of the Senate, really for the instruction 
and deleotation of the people. Forsome reason, 
known to themselves, the report of your efforts b; 
the papers has been most meager, accompanied wit 
all manner of disparaging criticisms. 
specimen of your last [found in this morning’s New 
York Times, also comments from its Washington 
correspondent, which latter Tinclose. Iwish, at your 
earliest convenience, you would send me yourseveral 


last efforts, including the one wherein you--as NYE | 


says—play the part of “Boanerges,” and asa “son 
of thunder” hurl your special bolts at the so-called 
congressional lawyers. Now, although a lawyer 
myself, I am prepared to indorse a very liberal and 
close criticism on that class of politica), hybrid pet- 
tifoggers, always so largely represented in our legis- 
lative hails, You must have gone very far astray if 


do not say amen to all you have proclaimed in that / 


direction, You are certainly on the right track when, 
from your elevated stand-point, with all those sur- 
roundings which generally restrain if not intimidate 
the sentinels upon the watch-towers, who should cry 
aloud and spare not, you dare to deal with public 
men and measures go frankly, openly, and boldly. 
As far as I can yet see, like Paul of old, you but speak 
forth the words of truth and soberness, and from all 
those who are neither hide-bound partisans nor in- 
terested participants in the corruptions, conspiracies, 
and base practices you expose and criticise, will 
receive your due meed of praise and applause. 

“Let the galled jade wince, our withers are un- 
wrung.” 

Ag we have gone the road together before, when it 
as very dusty traveling, and few to join us on the 


2, I may be presamed to know something of the 


stuf you are made of, and therefore do not deem it 


necessary to say much by way of approbation or en- 


your senatorial term. Of one thing rest assured, my 
confidence is such that I shall go it blind with you 
for a goodly distance, satisfied from your text and 
my past experience that we will not be far apart in the 
long run. ae 

As to one of your main propositions, by which you 
would have the Government loan the people their 
credit and money, a New York friend of mine who is 
as sharp as they make them elaborated that idea to 
me some time ago, and put it so forcibly to a prom- 


|| iment financier of Gotham that he requested it for 
q publication. I will try and send you his brief. So 
| 


yon see you are not altogether alone in your glory, 
although some wise nincompoops have endeavored 


Possessed | 


Thus much I deemed due | 
both to Mr. Halsted and myself at this time. |! 


best į 


to ridicule and make game of your notion. 

Just before Butler’s speech on finance I also had 
| occasion, in answer to a circular of the Union labor 
i men, to sketch at length my notions on many of the 

topics to which you refer, and find we will not differ 


i| widely, as I now understand you. 


:  Tregretted [could not see you when last in Wash- 
: ington to compare notes, &c. Will make it a point 
to call when I next find myself in that national sink 
of deception and corruption. 

: — Hold fast to that which is good. and lay on Mac- 
duff, without fear or favor, whenever occasion 
| requires, 

Truly, your friend, PET. HALSTED. 
: Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 
į ae 


‘ The nextis: 


4 New Yorx, March 31, 1869. 


! Sir: Not having had the pleasure of meeting you 
! but once, (when major general during the war,) 
you may think this a liberty; but observing that in 
consequence of your late speeches you are in re- 
} ception of insulting letters, J thought perhaps one 
of a different kind might not be amiss. Nothing 
tends so much to the present disorder in the public 
mind as the failure of rich capitalists to alleviate the 
hardships of returned volunteers. The veterans are 
patient and silent now as formerly valiant, but they 
feel injured and reckless. Their faith in human 
goodness, particularly American human goodness, is 
destroyed; they feel that there is less sympathy be- 
tween two classes in America than between theinter- 
ests of brave hearts, pubtic-spirited generosity, of 
life-limb, in a foreign country and themselves in this. 
They are silent, moreover, because rich, pious, cow- 
ardly Pharisees have the control in the main (some 
exceptions like yourself) and any attempt to set forth 
their grievances in private life is met by lies, charg- 
ing those public-spirited heroes with drunkenness or 
debauchery, or if all that fails before the crystal 
purity of a dignified life, then with being out of their 
wits, or inefficient, and so on. You are right in be- 


ent controlling influences of public and social life. 
Your orations remind mo of those of the Roman 
orators in the dark days of théir emperors, 

believe, however, thst the public is capable of 
being aroused now as not then. 


Your obedient servant, 

a, WILLIAM BARNEY. 

Hion. William Sprague. 
Ouro University, ATHENS, OHIO, 

i April 20, 1869 
| Dear Sir; The students of this University think 
that your speech is just the thing for that corrupt 
Senate. Our wishes are that you will continue in the 
work. Public opinion is on your side. 


Please send ten copies and oblige your humble 
: servant, 


i} _ T,.8. HUGHES, Jr. 


; Hon. William Sprague. 


New York, April 2, 1869. 


ate is spreading all over the country like a prairie 
fire. Everywhere it is tho subject of conversation, 


The fullest | 


|; to life, 


t, though multitudes flocked round us at the 


speech. Keep cool, husband your resources, take 


experience of every day and one’s knowledge of 


Post and Times spurn the result of the conference, 
! and itis hoped that Grant will veto the bill. 
i he do it? Dare any man in Washington be a free- 
man ?. 


i inspiration than that when the great industrial in- 


so intimately woven liberty itself. 
Ever yours, most sincerely, 
JOHN H. WYMAN. 


Governor William Sprague, Washington. 


CEDAR Buurr, Lowa, April 3, 1869. 


i 
H 
H 
| 
j 
i 
{ 
H 
ii 


couragement, satisfied you will prove game and a || ministration shaped to speculate on every industrial 


stayer, and fight it out on your lineif it takes all 


i! interest in the country ; and greatest abuse. our finan- 


My Dear Governor: Your plain talkin the Sen- | 


and I am asked on all sides for a copy of last week’s į 


! good care of your health, and do not let up an iota ;: 
till you have spoken every wholesome truth that į 
comes up in your mind begging to be told. The |} 


i the inner workings of trade, manufactures, and com- | 

merce, prove that you are painting the portraittrue | 

i Every man who owns himself admires that | 

i single, solitary Republican vote against the compro- | 

ii mise on the tenure-of-ollice act. Both the Evening | 
i 


Dare į 


i 

i 

| Let your motto be in the noblest of causes, “To | 
; dare, to dare again and gull to dare.” No higher | 
i 


| terests of one’s country aré at stake with which are | 


My Dear Sir: I am an old farmer, sixty-seven | 
years old, had little to do with Government affairs, | 
i butiong an observer of them, and notice ‘in your ! 
| speech recently in the Senate on the tenure-of-office ; 
: dill you say the affairs of Congress are being mis- : 
| managed by lawyers. You hadielt deeply interested |} 
| in tne success of the Republican party and harmony i 
! not restored, and no justice for the poorman or pro- ` 
| tection for liberty in this boasted land of freedom, ii 
| Agriculture dopressed, and our legislation and ad- ; 


cial system, moral condition bad, &c. Ihave acted 
with you in said party, and feel with you in our pres- 
ent condition of our Government, both Stato and 
national, since the war, and your remarksin time and 
place whetheritsuits the lobbyists ornot,and Ibelieve 
seven tenths of the producing classes feel with you, 
and it does seem to me that vigorous action on your 
suggestion isimportant, and would inquireif the pres- 
ent political parties, rings, and those in office likely 
to reform, would there not be more hope ina new 
political party with the pure principles of our patri- 
otic forefathers as embodied in the bill of rights in 
the constitutions of Virginia, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, and Vermont, namely, honest, capable, 
temperate, and prudent officers only eligible or per- 
mitted, and command seven tenths the vote of the 
producing classes now, against special legislation for 
the few. Old political issues obsolete, letus clear the 
stable with new and pure ones. Iam surethe people ` 
are ripe and right, and would go their length for 
equal rights to all men, and governments forand by 
the consent of the governed. And I would inquire 
are not our finances created by the people’s agents 
for themselves, and not for Shylocks and who get it 
from their Treasury, and between it and themselves, 
and cripples every industrial pursuit. Agriculture 
should be stimulated, from the germ to the harvest 
of the crops, as also other industrial pursuits, with- 
out supporting idlers between them and the Treas- 
ury. Ihave seen the end of two United States banks 
in this Government, and their effects politically, and 
view the present the most dangerous to our liberties, 
and the sooner it is out of the control of Shylocks 
(who will control Congress) the better. Aspirants 
tor office we have a surplus, and for legitimate busi- 
ness wanting. 

Yours, truly, ROBERT GOWER. 
Governor Sprague. 

1803 PINE STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, Ápri? 4, 1869, 

Dear Sir: I beg to acknowledge your note of last 
week promising mea copy of your late speech, Since 
then a congressional friend has sent me aGlobe con- 
taining it, and I have been so pleased with tbe com- 
mon-sense view it takes that if you will kindly let 
me know the pame of the publisher I would like 
extremely to purchase from him a large number of 
copies for distribution among my personal and jour- 
nalistic friends as soon as it appears in pamphlet. 
have already-reprinted portions of it in the paper, 
I sec you spoke again yesterday. If it is not asking 
you too much, will you send me a Globe containing 
the remarks? i í 

Yours, &c., LEWIS ASHMEAD. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


STOUGATON, April 5, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Lhave the honor of representing some 
eight hundred workingmen, known as the St. Crispin 
Association, wishing that your speech on the labor 
question might be read in our society, and therefore 
beg leave to ask you to send to my address a few 
copies of your speech on the subject of workingmen 
in this country. Respectfully submitted. | 

Yours, &e., A. A. LEACH, 
Box 204 Stoughton, Massachusetts. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


PoRTLAND, Marne, April 6, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Since I last took the liberty to ask for 
your speech I have met many of my business friends, 
and all are anxious to get hold of it in full. All we 
have had, of course, are oxtracts, I think you have 
struck the key-note. The Republican party here 
has been managed by a few men.. ‘* Soldiers of for- 
tune,” who have taken advantage of the exigencies 
of the few past years, that has made a great and 
strong party, to: hold the lash over every member that 
dared to raise his voice against their dictation, and 
nearly all the party organs under the influence of 
these same men, aro raising the cry of “ mad dog” 
all over the country against every man that dares 


i step out of the line and say the Government of this 


country has got to come to a practical issue. These 
fellows have been brought to the surface almost to a 
man during the excitement of the last eight years, 
and while the question with the practical and patriotic 
part of the country, was “how shall we save it?” 
they were engineering themselves to the front as 
leaders at home and fattening on the spoils. And 
now, when the same practical men have had time to 
take into consideration the actual state that the 
country is left-in and give their opinion what ought 
and must be done to give itthe right start fora pros- 
perous course, the whole pack of tricksters ‘yelp 
and bay.” They feel the ground slipping from under 
them. The truth is, the people are beginning to think 
this matter over. g 

A practical illustration is better than pages of sen- 
timent. Take my own city in its last local election. 
We have a set of men here, (a type of such all over 
the country,) non-producers, grubs, hanging on the 
body-politie, paying hardly a dollar to support State 


1 or nation, nothing to do but fix up party machinery 


to grind them out a living. What did the best por- 
tion of the Republican party do but just lay back 
and let the Democracy whip them out of their boots, 
and this in the face of a clear Republican majority 
of one thousand in this city. I have been with and 
talked this matter over with business Republicans. 
They say they will not submit longer to the dictation 
of men that in their business they would not trust 
with a dollar. The old ery of the ‘‘war’? and tho 
*soldiera” is played out. We rejoice at the result 
and honor the actors, but there is something else to 
do now besides keeping upaiimic play, Bul enough, 
I commenced this to ask you to send me a goodly 
number of your speeches. and I will see that they 
have a good circulation. It only renains to gay that 


1869. 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


TAI 


I am a Republican—one from the first: nosore-head; 
no office-seeker ; and only desire to sco business as 
before the war, when from the profits of my business 
l couid add to my individual capital year by year, 
adding my Mite to the wealth of the whole country, 
and not, as now, having it nearly all absorbed in 
high cost of living—expensive waysof doing business. 

Pardon my long effusion. I will not trouble you 
more; only keep boring into these corrupt, profligate 
politicians, and let the “galled jade wince.” 

Truly, yours, J. H. HAMUEN. 
Hov. William Sprague, 


PROVIDENCE, April 6, 1869. 

m Dear Governor: Governor Stevens writes me, 

Let me know when we can have the Governor’s 
speeches, for the call on me for them is almost uni- 
versul, Some of the strongest opposed to the Qov- 
ernor heretofore now say he is right, and I hearthem 
praising him as I pass along the street.” 
_ Iwas much interested in theremarks of the Wash- 
ington paper you sent me, enlarging upon your views 
on the finances. Jtook the paper to Dean, and as 
the article was not long asked him to give it an in- 
sertion. After looking it over he said it amounted 
to about the same thing as he has written, and he 
declined to copy it. 

Faithfully yours, 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington, 


Wasurneton, April 10, 1869. 
_ Dear Sir: The undersigned, who have been deeply 
impressed with the positive effect produced on the 
entire country by your recent speeches in the United 
States Senate, are the natives of many States of the 
Union: they, individually, and as the representatives 
of public sentiment, desire to have the wholesome 
truths embodied in your recent senatorial efforts 
spread broadeast over the country; and therefore 
take the liberty of asking you to indicate by what 
means they can assist you in the dissemination 
amoug the people of the sound principles inculeated 
by your speeches, 
Very truly, yours, &c., 
CHARLES STANFORD, 
New York State Senator. 
J. C. DAYTON, 
_. JOHN C. SLLIS, 
President Schenectady Locomotive Works. 
GEORGE A. DENNISTON, 
G. N. TIMBERMAN, 
Schenectady, New York. 
L. B. HALSEY, 
Newburgh, New York. 
CHARLES R. CORNWELL, 
New Jersey. 
A reply will be appreciated by your correspond- 
ents, and as they are about to separate and proceed 
to their various homes, designate the undersigned 
os the gentleman to receive any communication on 


the subject. Ss 
CHARLES R. CORNWELL, 
Se Newark, New Jersey. 
Hon. William Sprague, 
United States Senator, Washington, D. Cy 


NEWARK, New JERSEY, 
April 15, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Please send me a copy of your speech, 
I hope you wiil continue in your good work of 
exposing the corruptions of the party in power and 
those who have had control of the Government for 
the last eight years. We can stand fair taxation, 
but ring thievings and peculations in office such as 
have marked the era referred to, unless checked by 
efforts of such brave men as yourself in exposing 
them to the people and through the latter working 
a wholesome reform, will bring us soon as a Govern- 
ment to bankruptcy. 

When the war broko out in 1861 I abandoned party 
for country and have voted as I fought during the 
war, and claim the right as do you to point out the 
faults, follies, and worse-rfrauds of the party with 
which politieally I am in harmony, and demand 


reform. Success to you, ` 
Respectfully, GEORGE B. HALSTED. 


“ Honesty and economy”—the latter can only fol- 
low through the former—ean save the credit and 
character of the nation. 


Senator Sprague, of Ithode Island. 


Baxgor, Marxe, April 12, 1869. 

Sir: The people are reading your recent speeches 
with interest and attention. 

The point you make, that the financial policy of 
the Government has so raised the rates at which 
money can be hired as to break down business and 
to be constantly transferring all the wealth of the 
country to usurers, turns upon a plain matter of fact. 
‘The enormous dividends of the bondholders and of 
the national banks are wrung out of the heard earn- 
ings of poorly paid labor. . 
nobody more plainly than the debauched majority 
of the late Congress, who, so far as they had any 
power, added $300,000,000 to the national debt by 
deelaring it to ba payable in gold when it was con- 
tracted in paper. The money power may be as suc- 
cessful in debauching the people, but I doubt it. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 7 

Laces GEORGE M. WESTON. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


Provipence, April 13, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I thank Qod there is one man who 
dares to tell the truth on the floor of the United 


Sverybody sees it, and | 


| States Senate. I think your friend Witson will not 
find things as prosperous as he expects when he 
returns to Massachusetts. One year ago I was urged 
to go into business by three wholesale and: import- 
ing houses in Boston with the assurance that I could 
have all the Wvelp I wanted. I started a store, and 
for six months had ail the help I wanted: then the 
material aid come slow, and to-day all three are in 
the bankrupt court, which will strand me, as it with- 
draws all aid, and I have not one dollar of my own; 
„and this is only one in a hundred cases which could 
be mentioned. You haye told more trath in your 
short speeches than has been told in the Senate, all 
put together, in the last seven years; and if it does 
not make you President the people ought to suffer, 

Please excuse me for writing you, but I could not 
let this occasion pass without my testimony to your 
manly course. Please let me have some of your 
speeches, when ready, for circulation. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Se MARVIN CAREY. 

Hon, William Sprague 


Senator from Rhode Island, Washington, D. C. 


PROVIDENCE, April 14, 1869. 

Sir: I trust you will pardon the intrusion of one 
of your constituents upon yourattention. Idoso for 
the purpose of congratulating you upon thestand you 
have at last been compelled to take with regard to 
the Journal and the influence that sustains it in this 
community. Since 1860 it has been a constant matter 
of surprise to those who organized the Republican 
party in this State to find you so long retaining any- 
thing like amicable reiations with the Providence 
Journal, and the social, material, and political influ- 
ences that surround it. 

It has been a“ upas” to the Republican party in 
this State. n 

When organizing the party in this State from no 
quarter did the Republican sontiment of this State 
receive more opposition than from the Providence 
Journal. The great tidal wave of the party of free- 
dom in 1856 forced it to take a position in line with 
the Republican platform and party. It was dragged 
to its position by the great upheaval of political par- 
ties and sentiment in the North, yet, acting with the 
Republican party from that time it never was of 
that party, only so far as to control the party in its 
nominations and offices. 

No pronounced Republican, unless a willing tool 
of the “Journal clique,” has ever been able, since 
the organization of the party, to be elected to any 
prominent position in the State or to Congress wit 
tbe exception of yourself. 

The people of this State are not in ignorance of 
these matters or the nature of the influence in this 
State that you are mow contending with. The true 
Republican sentiment ofthe people will sustain you 
in your present position, for your fight is their fight, 
and they owe you a debt of gratitude for taking the 
initiative in this contest. No man of independent 
thought and expression can come to the political 
surface in this State unless he bend the pliant hinges 
of the knee to the Providence Journal and its con- 
trolling clique! It has never had a pulsation in 
behalf of the people or been their exponent, except 
so far as to use them, and foist, through their influ- 
ence, its willing creatures to power and place. 

As an individual and a citizen of the State I am 
grateful to you for the terse and vigorous expression 
of your views on national affairs. Unless a reaction 
soon takes place E tremble for the future of my coun- 
try when I see with what ‘giant strides” legisla- 
tion is tending to the centralization of wealth and 
power to the control of the few. oa 

With respeet, JOHN A. S. HANNITY. 


Hon, William Sprague. 


PHILADELPHIA, April 15, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I wrote you from New York on the 


large have since responded in a similar strain while 
Senators who at first were disposed to scoff have 
been forced to consider your speech more seriously. 
I regret that you took occasion to introdnce any per- 
sonal matters or feuds into the Senate Chamber, 
Your course is now so important to yourself, and 
being so closely scrutinized and criticised by the hon- 
est public at large that no false steps must be taken. 
The time is big with fate and about to give birth to 


in the practical working of which the people of the 
country will be interested and benefited should be 
proached by you. If your enemies can make the 
people believe that your, course is in any sense a 
selfish ons your opportunity and influence for good 
will be gone. There are many of us watching your 
course most anxiously, and when the time comes we 
will be ready to back you up and lend our aid in an 
efficient manner. . 

Yours, truly, E. W. McCORMECK. 
Hon. Wiliam Sprague. 


| Newark, N. J., April 16, 1869. 


reports of recent speeches made by yourself in the 
United States Senate, which I have read with much 


j pamphlet I would feel under obligations to you if 
\ yon would ite me a fen copies a eee ; 

am, sir, With much respect, your obedientservant, 
i : SAMUEL F. BIGELOW. 
i Hon. Mr. Sprague. 


Bosron, April 17, 1899. 


you for thé courage and moral. heroism to tell the 
| truth. I thank you from the bottom of my heart, 


occasion of your first speech expressing my admira- | 


i y d sentiments. ‘Khe people at | 1 e 
tion of your coutas one aeo umante a i| labor near me say they would like to get copies of 


new leaders, You must be one. None butlarge ideas | 


Sir: I have seen in the newspapers incomplete : 


interest, and as I am informed they are published in’ | 


+ tal, net born to die.” 


and hopethat Ishall yet-hayethe pleasure of taking 
you-by the hand.as one of those noble men who. carn 
the gratitude of the nation. Go on, and fear not, 

Do right, and fear no evil.” You have struek the 


| key-note of tlie nation’s life,.to which it wil] respond 


with perfect harmony, Once more, God bless you 
and keep you safe in the pathway you have struck 
until a grateful people shall rise up and call you 
blessed. There are but few men who fill life’sniche, 
but in your case it will be one of the few. “Immor- 
Pardon me for thus writing 
you. Ihave done only what to me was duty. 
i Respectfully, yours, 
F. A. FOGG.. 


Hon. William Sprague; 


Grorctrown, D. C.. April 16, 1869. 


AN hail tothe true descendant of Roger Williams! 
Like him you agsert the truth, and defy the bigoted, 
bad men who threaten you with banishment from 
their party. As he was taken by the hand and 
treated in the kindest manner by “so-called” sav- 
ages, (when banished by the pious Puritans, who had 


i themselves but a short while before, fled from perse- 


cution for opinion’s sake,) so you will be supported 
and upheld by the honest people of the CORNI, not- 
withstanding the sneers of the false hearted, rhetori- 
cal so-called” gentlemen, who makeit a point to 
sneer at and try to laugh down anything like hon- 
esty, or any one whohas the courage to show up their 
raseality. You have teen astand that makes you 
as far superior to the men who-assail you as was the 
great champion of civil and religious liberty tothe 
persecuted persecutors who banished him. 

Hoping you may reap.the reward of truth and hon - 
esty, [am respectfully your À 

ARDENT ADMIRER, 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. © 


Nuw York, April 16, 1869, 


Dear Sir: F have read with great interest your 
recent speeches delivered in the United States Sen- 
ate, You havo hit the nail on the head; keep strik- 
ing it until you have driven #t home, produced the 
desired reforms, and saved your country from the 


horrers of bankruptey. 


The people of the whole country will stand by you 
and sustain you in these laudable efforts. f 
Please send mo fifty copies of your speeches for 
distribution. . 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: J. G. DUDLEY, 
No. 6 East Fourth street, New York City, N. Y. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


New York, April 16, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I should feel that I was not doing my 
duty should I fail to thank you, in the name of. the 
downpressed classes of our suffering country, for 
your efforts to awaken in the public mind an appre- 
ciation of the dangers that surround us. In Goed’s 
name falter not, for every honest heart and every 
laboring man who thinks, knows the dangers to 
which you allude and of which you warn us. 
believe God has raised you up to deliver us! Go on, 
then, fearless, and you will have the heartfelt thanks 
and earnest prayers and support of every true lover 


of our common country. 
Yours, very truly, ©. J. B. WATERS, 
of Waters & Son. 


Sevator Sprague, 


Wasaineton, April 12, 1869. 


Dear Sir: In the interest of a large number of 
| workingmen of this city my pen is used to request 
copies of your late speeches. They have touched a 
feeling within the hearts of many of the workingmen 
around me. Often have I heard some of those who 


li your remarks lately made in the Senate Chamber. 
I, like many others, have reac the garbled and 
|| one-sided as well as partial reports that have been 
given to the public through the medium of the 
* press,” but the little £ have obtained through that 
source has only increased the desire for a more full 
report of your late efforts in behalf of the laboring 
millions of our land. . i 

These few lines are written in obedience to tho 
wishes of some of my fellow-laborers. Wo have 
learned by the newspapers that you are having the 
speeches printed for distribution. Lam the recording 


i| secretary for the trade society to which I belong, the 


Dear Sir: Allow me, a stranger, to, say God bless ii 


| same trade at which your humble correspondent has 
delved for the past twenty years to earn my daily 
' bread; therefore, if you can spare one hundred copies 
for me, it will be a pleasant duty to distribute them 
among the above number of workingmen. 

As I came. from New York city some nine years 


H sinee, and have many acquaintances among the 


workingmen of that city and vicinity, I would like 
to getsome copies ready for mailingif you have them, 
I think every man who earns his bread by the sweat 
of uhe brow should read well and fully meditate upon 
the subject-matter contained in your recent efforts. 
I think there is a glimmering ef light.in what you 
have said that may in the end be one of the instru- 
ments in the hands of Divine Providence to solve 
the troubles that exist at the. present time between 
‘ capital and labor. . ; 
Tf convenient, please send.the speechesto my resi- 
i dence, No. 287 Fourth stroet west, between G and H 
: streets north. They will be carefully read by me and 
| also distributed to those who need or want them. 


ours tfully, ; 
ff Se a JOHN A. PERKINS. 
H Hon. William Sprague, Senator. 
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[ee 
Sours Seirvare, R. I., April 17, 1869, _ 

Dear Sir; I have the honor to inform you that I 
am pleased with the course you are taking in the 
United States Senate, Itis a bold and fearless one, 
and characteristic of your whole life. Go ahead; 
your friends will sustain you. There has been need 
of just such a man as you to stir up the people toa 
senso of the dangers that we are, as a nation, falling 
into. Isay.go ahead. Please send me your speeches. 


, very truly, 
yoat vey truly H. S. PATTERSON. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


Norte Kryesrowy, April 19, 1869. 

Senator: As a young American and a citizen of 
Rhode Island, I dssire to express my thanks and 
gratitude to you for your eminent and able speeches 
recently delivered in the United States Senate in 
behalf of the interests of the great mass of the people 
of this country, and allow me to assure you. that it 
is with no small pride that I record these speeches as 
coming from one of Rhode Island’s sons and my own 
brother. i 

I would thank you for a copy of many of them as 
you have, or may have printed, for my own perusal, 
and any otherecopiesyou may be disposed to forward 
me will be: judiciously circulated among my own 
toynsmon. £ tual 

ery respectfully, yours, 
: oli x SAMUEL W. K: ALLEN; 
of the firm of Allen & Son, 
105 South Water street, Providence, R. I. 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


Sanson Faus, New. Hamesuias, April 19, 1869. 
Honorable Sir: A workingman desires a copy of 
yourlate valuable speeches, and as he cannot expect 
any thing from our delegation in Congress, takes the 
liberty to beg of you a copy of the Agricultural Re- 
port for 1867; and believe him forever your admirer 

and obedient, humble servant, . 

J. W. UPHAM, 


os z Salmon Falls, New Hampshire, 
Hon, William Sprague, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Harvarp Law SCHOOL, 
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, 
: April 19, 1869, 
Dear Sir: If not of too great inconvenience to 
you, I should like six copies of your recent speech, 


one for myself-and the rest for as many immediate | 
friends, who have solicited me to make the present | 


request. g 
Your humble constituent, 
EDWARD C. AMES, 
: Providence, Rhode Island 
Hon, William Sprague. 


East STOUGHTON, April 19, 1869. 

Sir: J am instructed by a unanimous vote of 
Lodge No. 41 K. 0. 8. C. to write to you for one hun- 
dred copies of your speech, lately delivered in the 
senate Chamber, for the use of our lodge, and also 
to congratulate you on the able manner in which it 
was delivered. The order of the Knights of Saint 
Crispin, I presume, is not unknown to you, and it 


nuinbersat the present time about twenty-eight thou- | 
sandin this State, and I can assure you, sir, that their | 
power will soon be felt in the political field, as the | 
country is getting | 


laboring class throughout the 
waked up to asense of their duty. 

Hoping, sir, that you will be kind enough to com- 
ply with our request, I have the honor to be, 


very respectfully, BERNARD DOLAN 
Corresponding Seeretary Lodge No. 41, K. O. S.C., 


Last Stoughton, Massachusetts. | 


Hon. William Sprague. 


New York, April 12, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Please favor me with a copy of your 
most admirable speech on the condition of the coun- 
try. You havo without doubt struek the key-note 
of all our present and prospective troubles, espe- 
cially when yourefer tothe dangers to be apprehended 
from a combination of capital against labor and 
commerce, such as we see in New York to-day, the 
banks lending themselves and their money to cliques 


who are manipulating thestock market and destroy- |! 
ing, regardiess of consequences, every other interest | 
of the couniry. Something must be done to prevent | 


this state of things or we will havea moneyed power 
combining and controlling the country and destroy- 
ing all hopes of republicanism. 

Lam, sir, very respectfully, yours, 

C. McGIVERN, 
Care Hoyt & Gurdner, box 1039, New York, 

Hon, William Sprague. 
New York, 
n March 27, 1869. 

Dear Sir: I kope you will have your recent 
speeches in the Senate published in pamphlet form 
and widely ciroulated. Several gentlemen have 
mentioned a desire to have copies. The weakness 
of the present Congress grows out of the fact of hav- 
ing a large number of pettifozging lawyers as mem- 
bers—mousing owls in eagles’ places, 
relish the home truths you havo uttered, but the 
sooner they are displaced for statesmen the better 
will it be for our common country. Please send me 
a number of copies. I shall take great pleasure in 
circulating them, 

With sentiments of high esteem, your most obe- 


dient servant, U : 
JAMES LANGDON CURTIS. 
Hon. William Sprague, 
United States Senator, Washington, D. C 


48 PINE STREET, 


yours, |! 


They may not ! 


Newport, RHODE ISLAND, 
April 1,1869. 

Dear Sir: Your friends think you are doing a 
good work. i 

Qblige me with your speech or spoeches when 
printed, which they should be, and I will take it as 
a great favor, 

Witir respect, faithfully, 


DUNCAN C. PELL. 
Hon. William Sprague. . . 


New Yorx, March 26, 1869. 
Please send me a verbatim copy of your late 


speeches for publishing in my paper, the ‘‘ Metro- | 


politan Record.” g 
' JOHN MULLALY, Editor. 
Senator Sprague, . 


WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS, April 9, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I cannot suppress an impulse to thank 
you for recent brave and timely utterances in the 
Senate. It is nearly two years since the National 
Labor Union, in its platform of principles adopted 
at Chicago, announced the groat truth which you 
have been inspired to proclaim to the whole Ameri- 
ean people, namely, that the rates of interest must 
be reduced and capital economized so as to serve 
legitimate enterprise in production and exchange 
instead of as now nourishing the plundering instincts 
of a moneyed aristocracy in endless schemes of mo- 
nopoly and speculation. H 

Whatever time-serving and subsidized Senators 
may have said in reply, be assured that not only the 
working people of Rhode Istand, but of Massachu- 
setts, of New England, and the nation universally, 
could they speak, would heartily indorse your maniy 
rebuke of a policy which, deranging and defrauding 
agriculture, manufactures, and commerce, takes the 
bread from millions of tables in these States. 

With sincere hopes that you will fight out the bat- 
tle of labor on this line, respectfully, yours, truly, 
H. HEY WOOD, 
President New England Labor Reform League. 


Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
JiousE oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Boston, March 22, 1869, 

Dear Sir: If it is true that you have been pitch- 

ing into the lawyers pray send me a copy of your 

speech. Have a large edition printed; n i 
mych needed as law reform. 

o 


arg truly, W. 6. ROBINSON, 


Warrington,” Boston correspondent Springfield 
Republican.) 


Boston, March 23, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Will you do me the favor to forward 
me one or more copies of your two recent speeches 
inthe Senate? — 

These boldund timely utterances have arrested the 
attention of the people, and they deserve a wide 
circulation. . os 

With respect, yours, &c., —— T. W. HAYDEN, 

96 Devonshire street, Boston. 
Senator Sprague. 


72 BROAD STREET, 
Boston, MASSACHUSETTS, Mareh 25, 1869. 
Dear Sir: We have cut the inclosed from the 
Journal of Commerce, of New York, and inclose it 
to you to show you that your efforts are as fully 
appreciated by the mercantile press as well as by the 


mercantile community. Continue on and you will | 
i have the satisfaction that you can know that the 


business community have at last found a champion ; 
and, as the writer remarked at our interview in the 
ante-room of the Senate, if we go down our flag will 
still be flying. 
Your friends and servants, r 
H. S. HANNIS & CO. 


| Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


PROVIDENCE, March 25, 1869, 
, Dear Sir: If I know anything about the institu- 
tions of the country, know you are right about the 
tenure-ot-olfice act; 


thank you for is the expression of your views in 


regard to the unducinfluence upon legislation of one | 


class of men. The laugh you speak of passes off with 


| the air at the instant, but your great idea and bold | 
į avowal and strong enforcement of it must make an 


enduring impression. 
Very respectfully and truly, yours, i 
JOSEPH M. BLAKE. 
Governor Sprague. 
PROVIDENCE, March 26, 1869, 
Sir: I can hardly judge how you will receive a 
note from me, as our political intercourse has not 
been of late years very harmonious or sympathetic. 
But I cannot refrain from thanking you for your 
recent bold denunciation of the character of the 


legislation and poticy of the majorities in Congress. | 
Your views of the situation, fairly presented as | 


they were, “may make the unskillfullangh, but ean- 
not but make the judicious grieve.” ‘The speeches 
do not, of course, suis the Radical element here, 
which would cheer over any measure indorsed in 
caucus, though it might be fraught with destruction 
to the vital interests of the country, while conserva- 
tive measures not so indorsed would be received 
with scoff and jeer. Itis a long time since 2 truth- 
ful picture of matters has reached the people, for the 
portrayals of themen who have composed the minor- 


othing is so | 


but what I wish especially to | 


i 


| sign.” 


ities in Congress have been smothered by the tele- 
graph or damaged by accompanying comments of s 
Radical press, which had only to attribute them to 
“traitors or rebels” and they “died and made no 
Your conception of things as they exist, and 
your fearless utterances concerning them, may not 
meet with an immediate approval by politicians, 
but wherever they reach cannot but lead to inquiry 
and investigation as to whether these things are so. 
The candid conclusions of thinking men will be all. 
in my judgment, that youneed require in the future 
to satisfy you that your appeal to Congress was not 
made a moment too soon. It is to be hoped that at 
some time not far distant the conservative strength 
ofthecountry may be concentrated and emancipated, 
as it were, for it is yetin a great degree in bondage 
and under the terror of the lash of party. How or 
when it 13 to be done I do not at this moment see, 
but if it is not hastened by such efforts as yours T 
have failed to study aright the tendencies of the 
people to heed truthful warnings made only to pro- 
mote their welfare. 

Again thanking you, I am, very respectfully, your 


obedient servant, 
ALBERT S. GALLUP. 
Hon. William Sprague, y 
United Stutes Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Bosrox, Massacuuserts, Mareh 27, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Will you please send me a copy of 
your speech of last week, and oblige your obedient 


servant, 
JOSEPH 0. RILEY, 
Box 378, Boston Post Office. 


Hon. William Sprague, Senator from Rhode Island. 


Nariox, March 28, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I have read your remarks on the repeal 
of the tenure-of-office bill with a good deal of satis- 
faction. I like your independence and pluck. The 
country demands more such men in Congress. 


Yours, truly, 
WILLIAM M. SPINK. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


NORTH SCITUATE, March 29, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Having seen that your speech is to he 
published in pamphiet form I wish a copy to have it 
ound with others that I have. Please send me the 
same, 
Fraternally, yours, 
WILLIAM H. CHANDLER, 
i North Scituate, Khede Island. 
Hon. William Sprague. 
OFFICE or LANCASTER QUILT Company, 
CLINTON, MASSACHUSETTS, March 29, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I wish you would send me your speech 
when you get it printed. I refer to the one where 


you put it to the L. L. D’s. 
Yours, truly, : - H. N. OTTERSON. 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington. 


Boston, Massacavserts, March 29, 1869, 
Sir: I have read with the most profound interest 
and satisfaction your speech of last Thursday. If 
printed for circulation please send me a copy. 


Yours, respectfully, 
5 A. KENDALL TILDEN, 
i No, 1 Statestreet, 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate, 


: Boston, March 29, 1869, 
Sir: Ihave read with much interest such reports 
as have come to hand of your speeches in the Senate 
Chamber during the last fow days, I desiro full 
copies, and will esteem ita privilege ifyou will maila 
copy to my address, 
have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 


obedient servant, 
CHARLES 0. BATON, 


2 123 Warren avenue, 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. O, 
Custom-Houss, Boston, March 29, 1869. 


Sir: Will you please forward mea copy of your 
speech in the Senate last week, and oblige, yours, 


traly, 
oe BENJAMIN F. PRATT, 
Late Brevet Brigadier General 
United States Volunteers, 


| Hon. William Sprague, 


United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


PROVIDENCE, March 36, 1869, 
Dear Sir: I thought it my duty to inform you 
how things are working. Everything is going on 
well except the large per cent, for money. Now, it 
is cutting the very lite outof all manufacturing busi- 
ness. That, of course, you know; but [think weshall 
see things different when the great masses of the 
people get their eyes open; and. you are opening the 
sleepy ones fast. You cannot think how your speech 
has mixed both parties up. There is not more than 
one in five hundred but what say you are right. But 
they could not see it_before you told them. ‘hen 
they all could see. Iean assure you there was no 
one more pleased than myself to have this large 
light set burning by you, and all I hope is, you will 
have your health 1, go on; you have all the rest 
and the confidence of the people. 
C. H. PERKINS, 
Hon. William Sprague. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


WooxsocKET, RHODE IsLAND, March 31, 1869, 
Dear Sir: Learning that your speech in the Sen- 
ate on the civil tenure bill is to be printed in pam- | 
phlet form for, distribution, I hereby pray you to 
remember me in a copy at least. .A few copies for 
diatribution would be very thankfully received by 
one lately your fellow-townsman—one who if not 
of your political fraternization claims the independ- 
ence of recognizing true and eminent governmental 
policy proud and emulous of our little State when 
her sons prove themselves true patriots, and legisla- 
tors assume the rareeminence of statesmen, inde- 
pendent and capable of rising to the elements of 
higi honor and national weal. : j 


Huubly, your servant, 
STACY W. FINNER. 
Hon. William Sprague, Senator, Washington, D. C. 


BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, March 31, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you please send me at least one 
copy of your speech in Congress last week? If you 
will send more I will distribute them where they 
will be useful. Please send at least one, and oblige 
your obedient servant, i 
J.C. RILEY, 


Box 3187, Boston. 
Hon. William Sprague, Senator from Rhode Island. 


REGISTRY OF PROBATE AND INSOLVENCY, 
WORCESTER; MASS., March”8h, 1869, 
Dear Sir: Please send to my address copies of 
your spéech as delivered in the Senateof the United 
States upon the tenureof-oftice law, sọ called, and 
upon the finances of the country. i 


"Dr F. W. SOUTHWICK. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


LOWELL, MASSACHUSRTTS, March 31, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you please send me, as far as they 
have been printed, your recent speeches in Congress 
on the condition of business and public affairs, and 


oblige yours, truly, 
D. WEBSTER CUSHING. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


. PROVIDENCE, April 3, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Pardon mein claiming a few moments 
of your time, realizing ag I do the multiplicity of 
your labors and cares, and that situated as you are 
you must be more or less annoyed by correspondents; 
but I have felt a desire since reading your speeches 
delivered within the Jast few weeks to congratulate 
you upon the original and able manner in which you 
have presented subjects pertaining to our national 
affairs, which in the main meet my hearty approba- 
tion, and so far as I can learn, the great mass of the 
people are with you. Although now and then you 
will find a timid, time-serving, temporizing old fos- 
sil, who ought to wear petticoats instead of breeches, 
speaking deprecatingly of your speeches and that 
they thought you had made a mistake, &., but 
that kind of people you and I care very little about, 
as they are not the people who mold public senti- 
ient or carry elections. , 
` Tsee by the Journal this morning that the battle 
ig opened with that usual display of fairness and 
high-toned journalism which has ever characterized 
that delectable sheet, and which more than ono of us 
have felt in times past, but I trust you will “fight it 
out on that line” to the bitter end. _ 

L, SAYLES. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


PROVIDENCE, April 4, 1869. 

Dear Governor: Pardon me for writing these few 
lines, but I have just finished reading your intel- 
lectual, reasonable, hold, and manly speeches. My 
brothers and myself congratulate you, as they ex- 
astly correspond with our views, and all your lead- 
ing friends here. The°people have been looking to 
Congress to do something for them, but alasin vain ! 
Matters go on from bad to worse, until now you are i 
making a bold struggle to keep us out of general 
bankruptey and rain, corruption and “fraud. May 
God protest you in your endeavors to disenthrall an 


yer-taxed people. 
O ours, most truly, CHARLES A. BOYD. 


N. B.—The Providence Journal was quite out of 
temper, Yestordayit had an article on your remarks, į 


but the Press had asancy reply. which was last even- | 


a good effect. The Journal seems to | 
the Prospect Hill clique, and whatever | 
their views are wrong. | 

er, and my brother had | 


ing having 
belong to spect Hi 
does not exactly chime in with 
Frank Richmond, our employ | 
sharp words yestorday on yourremarks. Hebelongs | 
tothe Ives & Co. fraternity, The common people ; 
are with you, so do not let up. CAB. | 


Boston, April 4, 1869, 
115 Harrison Avenue. 


htful feelings. Ibope | 


i 

d 
Dear Sir: Ihave read extracts from your boldand i 

I 


truthfal speeches with delig 
you will get time to do me t 
send me one copies of the same. 
y, yours. : 
Respectiully, YO EL W. K. NEWTON, M.D. | 


Hon; William Sprague. 
27 Bracon Street, Boston, April 4, 1869. 

Denr Sir: I have been unable to procure any : 
copies of your recent speech in the Senate on the | 
condition of the country. 1 am very desirous of : 


having a copy for myself, and should be glad if you || 


for 


could send me as many copies as vou aga ae 


have heard many inquiries made far them. 


he honor and favor to |) 


f 
you will exonse the liberty of this request, and will | 
allow me, though personally unknown to you, to || 
express what I am sure is the sentiment of every 
thoughtful gentleman of America—my thanks toyou 
for having given us that which in this country is 
rarer than manna from. heaven—a public utteranee |) 
of the truth. I shall take it as a great favor if you 
can and will comply with this request, and shall not 
take it amiss if you do not do so, as I know the gon- |} 
stant callsupon your time and attention. 
With great respect, Lam your obedient servant, 
fea . ` MSHEODORE CHASE. | 

Hon. William Sprague. | 


R PROVIDENCE, April 5, 1869. 

_ Dear Sir: I have read yourspeeches as published 
in the papers of this city, and I have seen nothing 
to condemn but much to approve. Ido not con- 
sider myself to be a good financier, but I do know 
from my own sorry experience what you say about || 
business and business matters to be true. It re- | 
quires much more than ordinary moral courage for | 
a gentleman in your place in the United States | 
Senate to take the correct position you have. Ido || 
not know of any other Senator who would dare to | 
do it even if they believed it was right. I have | 
always been pleased with this trait in- your. charac- | 
ter. It isa jewel to have moral courage to do right, i 
especially when there are such odds against you. 
will do: everything I can to sustain you, either in 
writing for the press or speaking for you in public 
or private. Lhe latter I do now more or less every. 
day. I hope you will take good care of your health, 
for that will be necessary, as you have taken this 
additional load upon you besides your usual busi- 
ness. You will be sustained by the-people. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
NOAH J. ARNOLD. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


Boston, April 5, 1869. 
I am very anxious to read your speeches. Please 
send me the “revised” speech by mail. 
Tinclose a slip cut from Boston Advertiser. 
G. S. BLANCHARD, 
Box 1107, Boston, Massachusette. 
Hon. Senator Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


Boston, Massacuvsetts, April 5, 1869. 


Dear Sir: If not asking too much of you, will you 
please mail me a copy of your speech. 


Respectfully, yours, 
X. GOODNOUGH, 
ee 210 State street, Boston. 
Hon. William Sprague. 
City or BOSTON, 
City Hany, April d, 1869, 
Dear Sir: Having an exalted idea of you in con- 
sequence of the course you have recently pursued in 
the Senate of the United States in exposing corrup- 
tion in high places and the manly stand you have 
taken regardless of party, may Lask of you as a favor 
to send me acopy of your speeches on the subject. 
Wishing you God speed in the work you have so 
gloriously began, I am your obedient servant, 
: EDWARD F. ROBINSON. 
Senator William Sprague. 


Fully and heartily concurring in the above, re- 
spectfully ask the same favor, 7 
C. A. CONNOR. 


Yours truly, 
Boston, April 5, 1869. 
My Dear Sir: If your late speeches, or any por- 
tion of them, are in pamphlet form, will you oblige 
me with a copy to address asbelow. _ 
I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, | 
E. WILLIAM SCHUTTE, \ 
61 Milk: street, Boston, Massachusetts. i 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 
= i 
No. 25 Guinp Row, 
Boston HIGHLANDS, MASSACHUSETTS, | 
Apritd, 1869, i 
Sir: Please send to my address a copy of your | 
i 


recent speeches when published, and oblige, 
Very respectiully, your obedient servant, 
E. BURRITY PALMER, 
Hon William Sprague, 


United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Boston, MASSACHUSETTS, April 5, 1869. 


i 

My Dear Sir: It is with pleasure I haye recently į 
noted your recent speeches before the Senate, and i 
particularly the manner in which you informed that | 
body as well as the people of the United States that | 
the preponderance of legal talent was too great for | 
the good of the country. $ find many friends in this 
city who fully coincide with your views, The great 
problem seems now to be the method in which the 
Treasury can be brought to bring about the return 
of specie payments, when money can be hired again 
at six per cent., and one dollar worth one dollar, 
never mind if the speculators of Wall and State į 
streets are ruined, for the good of our common coun- | 
try it would undoubtedly be the best step. Hitherto 
Senators as a class have undoubtedly watched for 
the chances of making money, and it is gratifying to 
know thatatleast thereisone who has the good andthe 
true interests of the country foremost in mind rather 
than wholly private interests, of which latter prob- 
ably you have as much at stake as any one. > 

On the publication of your speeches I would be 
delighted with a fow copies, both for my friends here 


i Hon, William Sprague, 


and myself, and you will please pardon meif I haye 
trespassed upon your time required in perusing this. 
Remuining your obedient serv 


GEORGE R. DRONNE. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


; Boston, April, 1869, 
Dear Sir: I had the pleasure to write you a few 
days since, in which I asked the favor of'a few copies 
of cach of your speeches, They haveset the people 
to-thinking! ; . 5 
Very respectfully, 
GEORGE H. WILBUR. 


United States Senate, Washington. : 


Boston, April 6, 1869. 
My Dear Sir: Many thanks for your important 
specch in Senate on the 3d instant. There isnosub- 
ject so important to the commercial interests of the 
world as that of-interest.. Without most stringent 


| laws to regulate interest you cannothave a currency. 


The moment you permit money to. be bought and 
sold as merchandise it ceases to be currency. 

When Chief Justice Chase was Governor of Ohio I 
sent him statistics to show the great importance of 
usury laws. I corresponded with the late Hon. John 
Whipple, of your State, for.a.period of years on this 
topic, and Ihave some very interesting letters from 
him. He wrote an article in 1837 on usury laws, in 
answer to the Bentham‘ theory, which Judge Story 
pronounced to be the ablest in print, I have any 
number of facts to illustrate this subject, collected 
since 1845; and should you have a desire to use them 
I shall be happy to confer with you and to make 
them available. 

Massachusetts and Rhode Island are trying to do 


i| without usury laws, but the people will be made to 


suffer. I write in Haste, but I desired to thank you 
for your important utterances, and ‘to assure you that 
the people of the countiy will appreciate them. 

ï have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 


obedient servant, 
ae NAHUM CAPEN. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. O. $ 


P. S.—As I have not the honor of a personal ac- 
quaintance with yon I beg to add that I am well 
known to Professor Henry, of the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution, and to many othersin Washington, N.C, 


Boston, April 6, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Please advise me where to apply for 
full reports of your recent speeches in the Senate 
referring tothe state of thecountry, and oblige, yours, 


very truly, , 
R. P. HALLOWELL. 
Ion. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


SPRINGPIELD, MASSACHUSETTS, April 6, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Ihave been trying for weeks to write an 
approval of your remarks at sundry times'in that 
period on financial matters. You have hit the nail 
on the head more than once, and the wounded birds 
flutter, judging by what I see in various city papers. 
I have anxiously studied the financial situation daily 
for five years past, and can heartily indorse your 
views. In fact no man in your body seems go thor- 
oughly to-comprehend “the situation” as you do. 

It is not pleasant ofttimes to tell what should be 
told, and Iam glad there is one in Congress fear- 
less enough to stand his ground in doing it. 

Accept sentiments of the highest esteem from yours, 


very truly, 
ALFRED BOOTH. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


New York, April 8, 1869. 
Sir: By sending copies of your recent speeches, you 
will much oblige, yours respectfully, 
JAMES E. DEAN. 
‘Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D.C. 


5 CHAUNCEY STREET, Bosroy, April 10, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Ihave read with a good deal of interest 
such abstracts from your speeches as appear in the 
Boston and New York journals as they come to hand, 
but New Englandjournals are quite illiberal in pub- 
lishing anything which does not accord with their 
own views, and suppose, it would seem, themselves 
capable of shaping public opinion as they see fit. 
am pleased, and I find mostof the business men with 
whom Lamacquainted frank inindorsing your course 
andopinions. Notonly is this true of Boston but of 
New York, and applics equally to both the great 
political parties. and for one I beg you will continue 
in the good work. Iwouldlikesuch of your speeches 
as have been published, if not too much trouble for 
you to keep mo in mind, because I think your course 
the right one to be pursued. I take the liberty thus 
to address you, and beg you feel encouraged. 


Yours, very truly, 
PRE a GEORGE F. MOORE. 
William Sprague, United States Senate. 


Bogron, April 12, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I have read with much, pleasure your 
recent speeches in the United States Senate. There 
js great corruption in-the-various Departments of the 
Government, and particularly in the internal rev- 
enue department; and this.city is not an exception. 
There ought to be a clean sweep of all internal 
revenue officers inthis district and honest men put 
in their places. By making a clean sweep all com- 

binations which now exist would be broken up. |” 
Tam glad to see that-there isone Senator who has 
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J 
independence enough toexposethecorruptionsexist- | 
ing, which will be commended by the people through- | 
out the country and redound to your credit. When : 
you publish your speeches in pamphlet I would like | 
io receive one, and remain yours, very truly, i 

JOSEPH W. WARD. 
Hen. William Sprague, Washington, D. O. 


, Boston, MASSACHUSETTS, Apri 15, 1869, 

Dear Sir: There is a large number of conserva- 
tive Republicans here who are much pleased with | 
your recent independent and able speeches in the 
Sonate, and who know by their own experience that 
every word in them is true, 

Business in New England is depressed and un- 
profitable; the only exception perhaps is the shoe 
trade, Every other branch is in a very bad state. 

Our enormous taxes eatup everything. Something 
must be done, and that soon. 

Tho object of this letter is to inquire if your recent | 
speeches are printed, and if so, where they can be 
had. If they are not allow me to advise that they 
should be at once; they would have.a large circula- 
tion here. 

Pray excuse the liberty I have taken, and believe 
me, very respectfally, youre, : 

: GUSTUS L. WILLIAMS, 
Hon. William Sprague. 


(By telegraph.) 


PROVIDENCE, Ruopr IsLAND, April 17, 1869. 


Hon. William Sprague: The reaction is begiñ- 
‘ning. Men who signed the Burnside papers yester- 
day are sick to-day. 


PROVIDENCE, April 17. 
Dear Sir: Please forward, as soon as convenient, 
a topy of your speeches delivered in the United States 
Senate, Iam very anxious to read them as deliv- 
ered, and not be obliged to rely on the Journal’sstate- 
ments. With high esteemof yourself as a man, I 
subscribe myself as one who will ever cooperate with 
any and all who advocate reform. a 
a, $. N. ROCK WELL. 
Hon. William Sprague, Wushingion, D.C. 


Newport, April 17, 1869. 
My DearSir: What is thomatter? Tain constantly 
meeting mutual personal friends, and the question | 
invariably is, what is the mutter with your friend 
Sprague? If thereis anything not made public please | 
give me a little light on the subject, so that I can 
answer these numerous questions satisfactorily, 


Yours, very truly, 
W. H. CRANSTON. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. 0. | 


Bosron, April 17, 1869. 
My Dear Sir: Having taken quite an interest in 
your politics, I would deem it quite a favor if you 
would mail to me your last speech delivered to Con- 
gress, By so doing you will confer a favor upon a 
strong supporter of your doctrine, ` 
am, your obedient servant, $ 
„A. W. FERNALD. 
Washington, D. U 


Hon. William Sprague, 


Bestonx, April 19, 1869, 
Dear Sir: I write to ask, if the speech recently 
delivered by you in the United States Senate has 
been printed, if you will favor me with a copy? 
With much esteem, I am truly yours, 
HENRY BROWN, 
; nN 27 and 29 Winter street, Boston. 
on. William Sprague, 
= i 
PROVIDENCE, April 19, 1869, 
Sir: Please send me your speeches as soon as you 
have them printed. I want to see the whole speech 
Without it being mutilated. Stand for theright and 
the people will support you. 
Yours, truly, STEPHEN P, HENRY. 
Hon. William Sprague. H 


Provipence, Ruope Isuaxp, April 19, 1899. 


Dear Sir; Will you please send me a few copies | 
of your late speeches for distribution, and oblige, 


yours, &e., 
SYLVESTER ALLEN. 
To Hon. William Sprague, i 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


5 x PROVIDENCE, April 19, 1869. i 
ear Sir: I notice in one of your speeches your 
romarks that while other parts of the country fave | 
responded to the points which you have set forth for | 
the consideration of the people, Rhode Island had | 
een mostly silent. However this may appear, you | 
can ress assured that even in this State there are | 
many upon whom these points have made a strong 
impression, while the abuse you have received has į 
made little or none. 
You have touched the key-note of agrand national | 
psalm in which the people will join, and to which 
they have already commenced singing the Amen! | 
Whatever hackneyed politicians may say in ridi- 
cule, there are many quiet, thinking men who have 
watched closely and have not yet seen your points 
zaet or refeted, - i 
I am perfectly aware that the opinions of men who | 
are not politicians are not-of mweh apparent value, | 
ut such are not tesspatrioticin feeling, and though 


ess interested, are probabiy us impartial 


judges of | 


i 
l 


noisy citizens. 

You have held up to public view that which I am 
confident needs only to be persisted in to meet the 
wishes of a majority of thepeople. If you abandon 
the work (of which I have no fear) the problem will 
work itself out in such fearful measzre that none 
can fail to see it. A ae 
_ Apparent and real prosperity are two very dissim- 
ilar things, and if the people do mot make these dif- 
ferenves facts upon which to act for themselves in 
due season “the logic of events” will reveal it to 
them most unmistakably and to their bitter cost. 

As I remarked before, the words of small men are 
of little noticeable value; but when they come from 
one who has no political “ax to grind,” and no po- 
litical or personal preferment to ask or desire, they 
have at least the merit of being the truthful expres- 
sion of honest conviction. 2 

I have the honor to inclose you 3 letter which, as 
the manager here of Mr. N. Bangs Williams’s busi- 
ness, came into my hands. Tho straws show the 
direction of the wind. 

Hoping soon to have the pleasure of seeing your 
speeches herein convenient form for perusal and ref- 
erence, Ihave the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

_ WILLIAM PRATT. 
Hon, William Sprague, United States Senate. 


PROVIDENCE, April 19, 1869. 


My Dear Governor: The Tribune article has made 
a sensation, and the public to-day area little exer- 
cised over the Journal’s silence in regard to it. In 
half an hour after the papers were received the 
news dealers were sold out, and one dollar a copy 
was offered in vain. 

_ The Goddards, it is said, are furious, and it is con- 
sidered significant that the Journal this morning 
calls for the return of the papers for the ovation to 
Burnside. It is also said that many parties whe 
have signed would like to get their names off, which 
explains the haste for the return, 

‘Che Goddards have circulated the paper personally 
and threatened where it was necessary. They have 
met with many refusals where they least expected. 
The feeling of the community has decidedly changed, 
and shows the result of your good judgment in let- 
ting the thing work here in its own way. 
with an ex-Governor, he told me yesterday that the 
great family would find before they got through that 
there were other powers to crush besides Senator 
Sprague, and be thought they had got a hard time 
before them. , 

A preat cotton man said to-day “he thought it 
would turn out that it was tho Goddards who made 
the proposition to Senator SPRAGUE, and he wished 
that the latter had not said it was B. & I.” I an- 
swored that if he would read B. & I.’s card again he 
would see that you used theterm *‘thegreat family” 
and not B. & I, He was much pleased, and went 
away happy. He refused to sign, as also Dea, King, 
Frieze, Bourne, and many others; but when the list 
gets into print we shall find many who would have 
shown their discretion better by refusing. I have 
quoted ihe great cotton man to show you how easy it 
has been for the Journal to befog the people. So many 
take editors’ statements instead of the real thing 
that explanations are always needed. I hear that 
Frank Goddard isto knock you down the first time 
you meethim. Do you thinka special police will be 
necessary for your protection! Most people think 
he had better settle his old threats before making 
new ones. 

Truly, yours, 


Hon. William Sprague. 


CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, 
April 1, 1869, 

Dear Sir: I take the liberty of asking you, pro- 
vided you can comply easily and without trouble, if 
you can procure for me a copy of your able speeches 
recently delivered in the Senate of the United 
States? 

I am very desirous of obtaining a copy for perusal, 
and being unable to do so here, or by any other 
means, I, though a stranger to you, take this liberty, 
hoping it will be excused by you. 

Most respectfully, yours, 

C. T. RUSSELL, jr., 


Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
Hon. William Sprague, Senator of the United States. 


INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA, 
April 1, 1869. 
Senator Sprague: Will you be good enough to for- 
ward me two or three copies of your late speeches? 
I judge you have been saying some things which 
ought to be heard. 
Respectfully, yours, 
_, HENRY BLANCHARD, 
Minister of the Unitarian Society. 


No. 55 Drom Hr. AVENUE, 
BALTIMORE, April 1, 1869. 
Dear Sir: You would oblige me by sending mea 
copy of your speech in the Senate on the 25th 
u-timo, 
I remain, respectfully, yours, &e., 
EDWIN JOHNSON, 
Mr. Sprague, United States Senate. 


ROSLYN, QUEENS county, Stars or NEW YORK, 
; Aprit, 1869. 


| home. 


Dear Sir: The writer of this having been from 
| pe. and nòt receiving newspapers regularly, 
i desires to read the speeches recently made by the 


In a taik | 


what is sound in principle as more prominent and ! 


honorable Senator from Rhode Island. A copy of 
the same, or information where they can be obtained, 
willbe thankfully received and appreciated by 

L. M.S. MOULTON. 


New York, Aprili, 1869. 
Sir: Would you be kind enough to send me acopy 
of your speech delivered in the Senate during tho 
debate on the repeal of the tenure-of-office act, and 
oblige, yours respectfully, 
J. W. SEY MOUR, ir. 


Hon. Mr. Sprague. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


BALTIMORE, April 2, 1869. 
Dear Sir: You were kind enough to say you would 
forward me a-few copies of your late speech in the 
Senato if I would send you my address. Iappend it, 
also that of a friend who is anxious for a copy. 
Yours, respectfully, 
JOSEPH J. STEWART, 
No. 72 Saratoga street, Baltimore. 
Hon. William Sprague, š 
Sena also to N. J. Thayer, esq., 71 North Charles 
street. 


. BALTIMOR®, April 2, 1869, 
My Dear Sir: Will you do me the kindness to sond 
me your speech of the Mth of March, if you have it, 
at length or in pamphlet form, 
Very respectfully, yours, R, W. RASIN, 
51 Weat Fayette street. 


Senator Sprague. 


BALTIMORE, April 2, 1869. 
Sir: Please to send me a few copies of your speech 
of the 24th ultimo, which meets with much compli- 
mentary notice here. I desire to distribute two or 
three copies among the friends who ean appreciate 
something like the patriotism of former times, 


Yours, respectfully, 
ERNEST W. CECIL. 
Hon. William Sprague, Senator, Rhode Island, 


Wasurineton, D. C., Apri? 2, 1869. 


My Dear Sir: Your kind note was duly received. 

Supposing that it might be of interest to you to 
see what distant editors have to say in regard to your 
patriotic course, I take the liberty of inclosing the 
* Sentinel,” published at the eapital of my State, 
with two articles marked on the second and third 


ages. 
Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
í R. J. POWELL. 


GREENSBORO’, NORTA CAROLINA, April 2,1869. 

Dear Sir: I make free to address you an additional 
linc in way of commendation and approval of your 
late speeches, and to venture so far as to make a 
suggestion touching the. first step to be taken to 
secure a reform of the gross abuses of which you so 
justly complain, and Í am induced to call your 
especial attention to it from my own personal ex- 
perience and knowledge. ; 

Tassure you the great struggle with all capitalists 
is to form any and all sorts of combinations simply 
to enable them to realize great usury gains or 
profits, while they invariably labor to make it ap- 
pear the end they are aiming at is to reduce those 
profits or gains and give the country a sound, pliable 
currency or financial system. When bills were intro- 
duced to repeal our usury laws this, they argued, 
was done to bring capital into theStates and thereby 
reduce the rate of interest, by competition of prom- 
inent capitalists and bankers, to three or two per 
cent, per annum, DBut,strange tosay, as foolish and 
vulnerable as these miserable sophisms may appear 
they answered the purpose, with a few hundred dol- 
lars. in cash judiciously expended, to have vur old 
stringent usury laws repealed. The result is our 
State and county credit has become worthless; the 
best of our State bonds can be purchased at thirty- 
five cents on the dollar in gold. Indeed, I do not 
believe that there is a well-informed man in the 
State who would make an investment in them at 
that rate even were he sure they would be promptly 
paid at maturity. Why should he, when he can 
loan all the greenbacks he can procure at from two 
and a half, three, five, and six per cent. per month, 
and real estate mortgaged for the payment both of 
interest and principal before the money is handed 
over? I speak nothing but what is true—every word 
true, Napoleon I boasted that he had or could 
overturn thrones and Powers, but he could not 
speedily rear up an aristocracy to fortify the new 
thrones and monarchies he desired to make perma- 
nent. This was the great difficulty he had to en- 
counter. It required time to rear up an aristocracy 
for this purpose. If our financial system is con- 
tinued for a few years more we will have abject 
poverty enough, especially in the South, and an 
aristocracy sufficiently strong, if there he not enough 
of poverty and wealth now in the land, to fortify a 
throne and a despot upon it—to oppress the many and 
honor the few, And is this the end of the war for 
the Union, tho ond of the abolition of African sla- 
very, the ond of revolution? . Bat I have uninten- 
tionally wandered far, very far, from my original 
intention, which was simply giving it as my honest 
and well-matured opinion that the first great re- 
form to be passed to restore credit and to make 
it stable and relfable hereafter will be to move to 
amend the Constitution ef the United States, or 
pass a law by Congress fixing the legal rate of inter- 
est at five or six per cent. throughout the land 
under the most stringent sanctions, Congress has the 
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right now to pass such a law, and itis due to the 
trade, commeree, and laboring. humanity every- 
where to pass such a law at once. “This done, Sam- 
son will be shorn of his locks. This is the great 
issue that should be immediately made with the 
Shylocks of the land, and the sooner this issue is 
joined the better for the morals and industry of the 
nation. Most cordially from the depths of, as I 
humbly trust, as true and patriotic heart as throbs 
in the breast of any man in the land I thank you 
most profoundly; I thank you for your late speeches, 
and this proves that you will have more yet to say 
touching this matter. 

Believe me, truly, your woavisher 

DA - F. CALDWELL. 

Hon, William Sprague. 

If your speeches are published in pamphlet form 
I would be pleased if you would trouble oneal to 
send me a copy or two. , Lam a lawyer, and, as far 
as my information in this State, the lawyers of the 
highest standing are all with you in the South and 
will lend you willing and unfailing aid in contribut- 
ing all the influence they possess to insure a speedy 
cleansing of the Augean stables. D. F.C 

Ferros, N. Y., April 3, 1869, 
Senator Sprague: Will you favor me with a copy 


of your late speech ? 
Respectfully, yours, C. S. RUST. 


Bripeetron, New JERSEY, April 4, 1869. 


My Dear Bir: I have read extracts from your 
speech upon the state of the country, and am pro- 
foundly stryck with the justness of the views therein 
expressed. I only wish that it could reach every 
person in the land, so that each one could see for 
himself the abyss upon which we are standing. If 
there is not a remedy applied soon the country will 
sink under its immense burden in a skort time. 

The great object of the wealthy now is‘ to count 
their money by the million regardless how they get 
it. What care they how much the laboring classes 
suffer, only so that they can rollin luxury? Public 
as well as private virtue is now at avery low ebb; 
stealing now is the game, and he who does the most 
at itis considered the best fellow; the person who does 
the most at it is considered successful; everything is 
forgiven except poverty, and this is a crime uupar- 
donable, , 

How has the Government kept its faith with the 
soldiers? You see them wandering around begging 
for employment to keep their families from starva- 
tion, while those who would not go to defend their 
country are put in the fat offices. If there should 
come another war soldiers would not be so plenty. 
I, for one, left my business, (that of civil engineeor,) 
shouldered my musket and went. (I would not accept 
an office;) I lost my situation and am called a fool 
for my pains. I asked-a president of a railroad for 
employment upon aroad ashort time since; I stated 
the circumstances; he told me with a sneer that I 
ought to have kept my situation while I had it. 
He is one of the sharp ones who has made money out 
of my and others’ sufferings; and now, Senator, 
Tand my poor family are suffering the stings of pov- 
erty. I have never asked for an office, but if I can 
work at my business I would be satisfied. Ithought 
that you with your influence may help me to get 
employment upon some work on the southern or 
western roads, and help one who aided his country 
in the time of need, ; 

Excuse this personal allusion to myself. I would 


be obliged if you would send me your speech; I | 


would like to seo this affuir ventilated. _ 
Sincerely, yours, JAMES NORTON. 
Hoa, William Sprague. 
BROOKLYN, April d, 1869. 
Doar Sir: Will you please favor me by sending me 
a copy of your speech in the United States Senate on 
the tenure-ot-olfive act. By sending the desired 
speech you will confer a lasting favor on yourobedient 
servant, f MYLES L. N; MYERS, 
1131 Fulion avenue, Brooklyn, New York. 
Hon. William Sprague, 
United States Senator, Rhode Island. 


BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, April 2, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Will you please send me two copies of 
your speech delivered in the United States Senate ou 


the 24th ultimo. 
Respectfully, &., J. K. SNYDER, 
eae 169 West Baltimore street. 
Hon. Mr. Sprague. 
Wasnineron, D. C., April 5, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Will you beso kind as to forward to my 
address as below a copy of your sevoral speeches as 
delivered recently in theSenate of the United States. 

J am sir, your obedient servant, 


J. 0. McGLELLAN, 


5l4 Metrect, between Ninth and Tenth, Washington, D.C. | 


Senator Sprague. 
Wasurscroy, D. C., April, 1859. 
Sir: Please let me have a few copies of your 
speeches, when printed, for Virginia. 


ven WILLIAM JAMES, 
No. 330 H street, Washington, D.C. 
Senator Sprague. 
BALTIMORE, April 5, 1869. 


DearSir: Having readsome portions ofy our speech 
delivered in the Senate of the United States March 


i 
i 


i 
| 
i 
f 
i 
i 


24,1869, and being that I. could only get some portion 
of it in the newspapers, I take the liberty of writing 
you for the purpose of requesting you to send mea 
couple of the copies of it. I am much pleased with 
what I have been fortunate enough to get, and if 
you will comply with my request you will confer a 
favor on your obedient servant, : 
J. G. CULBERTSON. 


_Please direct to care of L. McMurray & Co., No. 
254 west Biddle street, Baltimore, Maryland. 


2 Union Park, Boston, April 5, 1869. 
Sir: The reading of your speech in the Senate on 
Saturday leads me to infer that you will be pleased 
to have your speeches of recent date read by allwho 
may desire soto do. Hence I beg the favor of a copy 
of the same, if agreeable to you. 
Very respectfully, yours, 
BENJAMIN H. WEST, M. D. 


Hon. Mr. Sprague. 


BLACKISTONE, MASSACHUSETTS, April 5, 1889. 

Honorable Senator Sprague: I am a Providence 
man, but I could not wait until the last of this week 
before I wroteto you. Yourspeeches arestirring up 
the people allover thecountry. They have the right 
ring tothem. Your ideas of finance are sound and 
right. I hope you will go ahead and push them 
through and have them adopted. Be firm asa rock 
and stick to your téxt, and all obstacles will melt 
away before you like the dew before the sun. I wave 
your speeches when you are prepared to lay them 


before the people. 
Yours, respectfully, A. S. GODDARD. 


My address—Providence, Rhode Island, box 100. 


HIGHLAND, BRADFORD County, PENNSYLVANIA, 
April d, 1869, 
Dear Sir: I drop a brief note, in great baste, in 
acknowledgment of your favor of ibe Ist instant, for 
which I am greatly obliged, and to ask you to forward 
to me a full copy of the speech you delivered on the 
tenure-of-office law. I have only scen partofit and 
am quite anxious to sec the whole together; will 
esteem it a favor. 
With great respect, yours, &c., 
E. GW YER, 
Hon. William Sprague. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., April 5, 1869. 
Sir: Will you please, at your earliest convenience, 
send me several copies of your several speeches for 
distribution, and oblige, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant 
i ___E. A. READ, 
Of Third District, New York. 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


West River, ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY, MARYLAND, 
April 5, 1869. 

Dear Sir: [have read with great pleasure, instruc- 
tion, and satisfaction extracts from your speech on 
the finances, and from your two speeches on the re- 
peal of the tenure-of-office law, but wish very much 
to have them in full. As I suppose they will be 
printed in pamphlet, you will greatly oblige me by 
sending them to me when ready for publication. 


Itisa matter of great congratulation, in the midst | 


of the gloom with which we are surrounded, that one 
member of the Senate hasthe ability, manliness, and 
independence to tell the truth to his countrymen. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE W. HUGHES, 
Ex-Colonel United States Army, and ex- M. 0. 
Hon. Mr. Sprague, United States Senate. 


Morristown, New JERSEY, April 5, 1869, 
Dear Sir: Please oblige me by sending me copies 
of such of your recent speeches as you have seen 
proper to have printed ` 


Yours, &., FREDERICK A. DE MOTT. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


UNITED STATES CONSULATE, 
Winpsor Canava, April 5, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Presuming that you have had your Jate 
speeches in the Senate, that have struck such a, re- 
sponsive chord in the public breast, published in 
pamphlet form, I have to request that you will fur- 
nish me with a copy. h 
form in public matters before we can claim that the 
North even is properly “‘reconstructed,” and I am 
most happy to see you as one of the young men of 
the nation leading off in the right direction regard- 
less of present consequences, You will find the 
heart of the nation with you, and you may boas- 
sured that the young men will “fall in” and heartily 
join you in the reform tiat you contemplate. 
am, yours, very truly, 
Tam, yours, vory o DREW J, STEVENS, 
United States Consul. 
Hon. William Sprague, in Senate, Washington, D.C, 
SHARPSBURG, WASHINGTON county, MARYLAND, 
Aprii 5, 1869. 
Sir: Will you be kind enough to send me as many 
of your speeehes as you can conveniently spare jor 
the accommodation of your friends, say fifty, or 
moreif you can spare them, and otherspeeches you 
should make hereafter. : 
Yours, with respect, H. F. HEBB. 
Hon. William Sprague, Senate Chamber, Washiagion, 


There are many things to re- į 


FRANKLIN, PENNSYLVANTA, April 5, 1869. 


-> Dear Sir: Please send me a copy of your eneech 
delivered in the United States Senate a few days 


since, 
C. C. COCHRAN 


Yours, truly, 
Hon. William Sprague, 
‘United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


_ Weston, MASSACHUSETTS, April 5, 1869. 
My Dear Sir: Will you have the. kindness to send 
me the printed speeches made by you in the Senate, 
only a portion of which has been printed in dur 
papers. Not being one of the faithful, the Massa- 
chusetts delegation overlook me in ali such matters. 

Very respectfully, your obedient scrvart, i 

D. S. LAMSON. 

Hon, William Sprague, M. C., Washington, D. C. 


New Yorx, April 5, 1869. 
Dear Sir: [have a desire to read the full speeches 
. of yours delivered inthe Senateof the United States 
recently, extracts from which I have seen from time 
to time in the papers. May I ask you to do me the 
favor to send them to me? 
Yours, very truly, 
THOMAS G. BROWN. 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


CamBRIDGEPOR?, April 5, 1869, 

Dear Sir: If not too much trouble, would you do 
me the. favor of sending me your speech delivered 
in the Senate in March ? i 

Yours, with respect, i arts 
< _ MASON DAVIS, 
Sa Cambridgeport, Massachusetts. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


INDIANAPOLIS, Inprana, April 6, 1869. 
Sir: Will you have the goodness to send me a copy 
of the speech made by you on the 24th of March 


last? , 
Respectfally, W.R. HENDERSON, 


Senator Sprague, Washington city. 


BALTIMORE, April 6, 1869, 
Sir: I would be glad to receive a copy of your late 


Cc. W. FORD. 


i! speech, 


Respectfully, 
Hon. William Sprague. 


Sr. PAUL, April 6, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I will be greatly obliged if you will send 
to the Minnesota Monthly, a copy of the last number 
of which I mail to you, copies of all your speeches. 
‘The noble stand you have taken against the official 
corruptions of the age will be sustained by the Ameri- 
can people. All that was needed to save the coun~ 
try from absolute ruin of public virtue was a voice to 
utter the truth. That voice is yours. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
n D. A. ROBERTSON. 
Senator Sprague. 


New Yorg, April 6, 1869, 

Sir: I note from the public prints that you intend 
to publish your recent speeches for general circu- 

ation. 

I inclose a slip from the New York Journal of Com- 
merce of this morning, which corresponds with my 
own ideas in regard tothe matter in question, and 
would be much obliged if you would send me a fow 
copies to circulate amoug my friends, 

Very respecttally, , B. W. BULL. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. ©. 


i 110 Broapway, New York, April 6, 1869. 
Will Senator Sprague oblige me by sending a copy 

of his late speech or speeches before the Senate? 
Very truly, WILLIAM H. FLAGG, 


New Yorg Orry, No, 1 PARK PLAOR, 
April 6, 1869, 

Dear Sir: I hope you are not frightened by the 
Radical comments on your course in the Senate. 
Your speech has produced aprofound sensation, and 
I hope it will be tollowed by earnest works. 

Itis time the country should realize how far we 
have wandered from the path of simple, honest re- 
publicanism, g 

Please let me know when you will be hero, so I 
may not fail to see you. 

Meantime do not forget to send me the speeches 
as soon as they are ready. E. THAYER. 


| Hon. W. Sprague, United States Senator. 


| 

I 326 Broapway, New York, April 6, 1869. 

i Sir: You will oblige me by sending me a copy of 
| sgar speech delivered last wesi 

| remain yours, very respectfully, ne 
“JEREMIAH M. WARDWELL. 


` Hon, William Sprague, >.. 
i United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


| WALTHAM, MASSACHUSETTS, April 6, 1869, 

| Dear Sir: E take the Hberty.to request n copy of 
| your last two specches in the Senate of the United 
Stares. I have only been able to get garbled extracts 
from such papers asthe Boston Journal and Daily 
| Advertiser, and of such I have no very exalted opin- 
ion. $ thank God for giving you ecurage to apeak 
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such. truthfal sentiments to the country, and hope 
that such may be disseminated throughout the land. 


Yours, very respectfully, 
me ROBERT MURRAY. 
Hon. William Sprague. : 
New York, April 6, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I like your late speeches in the Senate, 
and will thank you for printed copies. Such speeches 
please the people, it is so seldom- anything is said in 
Congress in their behalf, But it will not always be 
soy they sre waking up slowly, and looking at Con- 
gress to see who are their friends.. lama Rhode 


Ssland man, and glad tosee a Rhode Island Senator |i 


that isnot afraid to speak tho honest truth. 

Years ago L made up my mind that we ought to 
havea national currency and free banking law sim- 
ilar to General BUTLER'S bill, Merchants here are 
losing money; country merchants failing; and no 
money South and West. General BUTLER’S bill would 
gave thousands from ruin; or must we have still 
another panic to open ‘the eyes of Congress. You 
and General BUTLER could put that bill through, in 
my pinion; and immortalize your names and do 
good: 

I am, respectfully, your friend and obedient ser- 


vant, 
: B. FRANKLIN CLARK. 
Mr. Sprague. 


: Ricawonp, Vigarxia, April 6, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Pardon the liberty I take. Will you 
please'send'me à half dozen copies of your speech 
lately made in the United States Senate, if it has 
been printed in pamphlet form? 
With much respect, yours truly, 


W. H. WAXALL. 
Hon, William Sprague, 
United States Senate, Washington. 


BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, April 6, 1869, 
Dear Sir: Oblige some warm friends of yours here 
by forwarding to my adddress three or four pam- 
phlet copies of your late remarks in United States 
Senate. We have endeavored to get them here but 
have failed in doing so. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM B. NORRIS. 


CAMBRIDGE, MARYLAND, April 6, 1869. 

Dear Sir: I had the pleasure of forming your per- 
sonal acquaintance five years ago, but doubtless you 
do not recollect it. Your bold and manly denuncia- 
tion of the ruinous course of our national legisla- 
tors has struck a chord responsive in the hearts of the 
masses of the people, You were right when yousaid 
the present danger is greater than when the rebels 
fired upon Sumter and marched almost on Wask- 
ington, 

Please send me a copy of your several speeches, and 


oblige, yours, truly, 
JOHN S. EDWARDS. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


Orr Crry, PENNSYLVANIA, April 6, 1869, 
Dear Sir: Please send me copies of your late 
speeches, and oblige, yours, &e., 
JOHN C. WELCH. 
Senator Sprague. 


WATERFORD, VIRGISIA, April 7, 1869. 
Sir: Please send me copies of your late speeches, 
and oblige, yours, respectfully, t 
-© JOHN T. SHUEEY. 
Senator Sprague. 
; New Yorx, April 7, 1869. 
Dear Six: If you have any printed copies of your 
late speeches. to spare we should like to have one to 
send our Mr. Caylus, now in Paris, to whom we for- 
ward public documents of interest. 
We remain, yours, truly, 
E. CAYLUS, DE RUYTER & CO. 
William Sprague, esq., United States Senator. 


PHILADELPHIA, April 7, 1869. 


Sir: Ihave been’so pleased by the few extracts I į; 


have seen from your late speech or speeches in the 
Senate as to feel a strong desire for a copy. Will 
you please cause one or more to be forwarded, and I 
will distribute the extra copies among some appre- 
ciative friends ? 

Lhave long regretted, in common, I suppose, with 
most thinking men, the preponderance of the legal 
clement in Congress., But how can wehelp it? The 
law is the royal road to power in our country, and 
second-rate lawyers are net slow to avail themselves 
of their opportanities, Ido not mean by this that 
noue but second-rates find their way to Washington, 
for I know the contrary, but that description will 
suit the majority. 7 : ` i 
Yoursperch—even the littleofit wehavebeen priv- 
ileged to sce in our city papers—has ereated a sensa- 
tion; forthere is no disguising the fact that the people 
are waking up_to a sense of the dangers and duties 
ofthe hour, Bat what ofthat? It will soon befor- 
gotten in the advent of something new. I believe 
you are possessed of wealth~-excuse my plain speak- 
ing, fam perhaps taking an un warrantable liberty— 


but I was about to suggest that if you were to start | 


a newspaper in. New York or Philadelphia to adyo- 
vate velorm others would speedily take up the ery, 
and. you might place yourselfat the bead of a party 


which would do much to bring back the purity of 
the earlier days of the Republic. Corruption rules 
the hour both in and out of Congress. God grant that 


i! it may soon be checked. 
Very respectfully, EDWARD E. JONES, 
144 South Fourth street. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. 0. 
T ought to add that I am not a Democrat, but a 
Republican dissatisfied with some of the proceedings 
of the party. 


Brancu DALE, 
SCHUYLKULL COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 
April 7, 1869. 
Hon. W. Sprague: Ploase to send me your late 
important speech, and oblige, ne, 
T. D. BRENNAN, 


Yours respectiully, 
Boston, April 7, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Having read your latespeeches touching 
the financial policy of the Government, Iam pleased 
to inform you that I heartily approve of them. I 
am glad to read the words of onc Senator who has 
the courage and a sufficient regard for justice to 
t stand up in the Senate Chamber and tell the truth. 
Long enough have the legislative departments of the 
Government devoted the time which they havesworn 
to use for the enactment of laws for the protection 
of the interests of the whole people to class legisla- 
tion simply. They have made laws to strengthen 
and perpetuate the moneyed power, furnishing it 
with the means whereby it can rob labor of all it 
produces above a mere support, producing want, 
misery, and crime, Making laws to punish poverty 
instead of such as would prevent it, legislators seem 
to ignore the fact that labor produces everything, 
and is really the only great interest which they are 
in duty bound to protect. It is with pain and regret 
that I have read the doings of Congress in regard to 
financial affairs; subsidizing the public lands to rail- 
road monopolies instead of reserving them for actual 
settlers; pledging the credit of the Government for 
hundreds of millions of dollars for thesame purpose, 
when the country is groaning beneath its heavy and 
unrightcous burden; passing acts purporting to 
strengthen the public credit, (it would be more cor- 
| rect to say an act to strengthen the public debt:) 
neglecting important business, and occupying their 
time in agitating a resumption of specie payments, 
I! when they knew it could not be done—a deception, 
i! a mockery of the people. These matters are better 
understood by the great mass of the people than our 
legislators suppose, and the day of retribution is 
nearer than they are aware.. In view of these acts 
your speeches are truly refreshing, and I am sure 
they will meet with a hearty response from the op- 
pressed people of all vocations. t 
est desire that you persevere iu the high and noble 
course you are pursuing, bearing in mind that ‘‘the 
truth is mighty, and will prevail.” Inoticethat the 
press is endeavoring to destroy the good influence 
and intent of your speeches. This should be ex- 
pected as a matter of course. ‘The opinions of the 


the peoplo in chains, and its opposition to any move 
which tends to expose the iniquitous means by which 
it receives itssupport is natural. Lameglad to learn 
that you are going io have your speeches printed 
and circulated, and if you wili be so kiud us Lu svud 
mca package I will be greatly obliged to you and 


“who have ears to hear;” and hoping to be excused 
for this intrusion upon your time, I wish you an 
earnest support in the stand youhavetaken. Please 


quarters, Room 52. 
Yours, truly, 
Senator Sprague. 


GEORGE W. RANDALL. 


| ; New Yorx, April 7, 1869. 

| Dear Sir: From the attention givan to your late 
|| speech by the press I feel a desire to have a copy of 
jj itin full for perusal. Will you be kind enough to 
| send mea copy of it to thecare of the above address ? 
ii and oblige, yours, truly. ? 3 

j ANDREW H. TODD. 

i Hon, William Sprague, United States Senator. 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA, Apri? 7, 1869. 


My Dear Sir: If Lam not asking too much may I 
beg the favor of you when your late speeches are 
published to send copies to my address ? 

Your attention will be highiy appreciated by yours, 


most respectfully, 
. 3 GEORGE L. COPE. 
i Hon. William Sprague, Weshington City. 


AUGUSTA, Maing, April 7, 1869. 


| Dear Sir: Your late speeches have made a strong 
impression upon the public mind in this section of 
the country, and many inquiries are made for the 
| speeches in full. 

i pee forward a few copies, and oblige, yours, 
truly, 

i E. F. PILLSBURY. 
Ion. William Sprague. 


i GEORGETOWN, Essex County, MASSACHUSETTS, 
April 7, 1869. 

Sir: Will you do me the very great favor to mail 

to my addressjust as many copies of your speceh as 

you can well spare? Be assured, I will sce that they, 

| everyone of them, fall into the right -hands. -And 

j of this donot fora moment doubt, that the working 


press are of but little account in thescales of justice. į 
tis prostituted to the very power which is holding | 


use my best efforts to circulate them among people | 


direct to No. 3 Tremont Row, Labor Reform Head- 


And itis my earn- | of April 3s 


h the country. t 
ii look to Jit. Nya and men ofthat sort as capable of 
H anything in that way, although I am not prepared 


people of this country are with you and for you. 
God bless you, sir, for those bold, true words, truer 
words never spoken, never more needed, 


Respectfully, yours, 
HENRY M. NELSON. 


Hon, William Sprague. 


Wasuixeton, D. C., April 7, 1869. 
Sir: If it would not be considered rude for a 
stranger to you, but nevertheless an admirer of your 
action as a Senator, to request a copy of your speech 
on present matters, [respectfully solicit your mail- 


ing me one. 
Your obedient servant, B.D. HYAM, 
Post Office box, No. 735, 
Hon. William Sprague, United States. Senator. 


ATHOL, Massacuuserrs, April 7, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Please send me copies of your late great 
speeches, I will read and circulate. 

I might get them through the book publishers, 
possibly; but I wished to express my admiration for 
your fearless statesmanship and the very great satis- 
faction I have derived from reading the meager and 
imperfect reports of said speeches already published 
in the newspapers. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

GEORGE W. HORR. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D.C. 


WI.L.ovensy, Ouro, April 7, 1869, 


Honored Sir: Please send to the subscriber a few 
of your excellent speeches on the situation. Your 
sentiments are indorsed by the people. 


Yours, &e., 
J.S. ELLEN, 
Willoughby, Lake county, Ohio. 
Hon. William Sprague, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Hovusz or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wasnincron, D. C., April 8, 1869. 


Will Senator Sprague do me the favor to send me 
! three or four of his late speeches ? 
| Truly, &e., 
| a THOMAS L. JONES. 
| Hon. William Sprague. 


HIBERNIA, DUTCHESS county, New York, 
i April 8, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I have read your speech, in the Senate, 
year speechespreviously delivered I have 
notsoen. Will you please send some copies to me, 
and by so doing greatly oblige a native Rhode 
Islander, who holds in pleasant remembrance the 
land of his birth, the home of his childhood, and the 
land that inurns the ashes of his forefathers, and 
who feels justly proud that she is now represented 
by a Senator who is not owned by a clique, and who 
dares to speak his sentiments, and who can assure 
you that along the Hudson river your views are in- 
dorsed and your sentimente spplauded ? Hoping you 
may beable to gratify my wishes, I remain very truly 


and respectfully yours, $ 
ISAAC LAWTON. 
Hon. William Spraguo, United States Senate. 
New York, April 8, 1869. 
My Dear Sir: Will you please send mea copy of 
Senator Sprague’s speeches, and confer a favor on 


yours respecttully, 
. WILLIAM C. O'BRIEN, 
Sixth District Court, Wighteenth street and Fourth 
Avenue, New York. 


To Hon. James Brooks. 


ALBANY, April 8, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I have read your recent speech with 
| great interest because of its truthfulness. It strikes 
| me we are on the brink of a great financial, com- 
mercial, and moral bankruptcy, such as has never 
befallen this or any other country before. The war, 
with all its terrible necessities, has been no check on 
legislative profligacy, national or State, We_are 
now having a striking illustration of it in New York 
by way of railroad appropriations. A State debt of 
over forty millions, with county, town, and corpor- 
ate debts, with four per cent. taxation on realestate, 
appears tobe mere trifles to our legislative Solons, 
The way they appropriate the people’simoney would 
lead one to suppose that it fellin showers, and much 
more frequently than it rains. R 
See whata fearful demoralized condition theadmin- 
istration of justice is in. Crimeis holding high car- 
nivalover thecountry ; life, liberty, and property has 
i but little security; justice is only spasmodic. The 
greater the criminal the greater his chance of escape 
from justice, If the judges do not let him off thesher- 
iffgand constables will. It looks to me, from the 
present tendency of things, that the people are 
becoming entirely too strong for our present repub- 
Hean form of government. ‘they seem inclined to 
obey no other laws than are congenial to their indi- 
vidual necessities and vicious appetites. Every pa- 
triot in the country has reason to dread the end, 
come when it will, The besetting sin of the country 
to-day is we lack in our national councils broad and 
comprehensive statesmanship that can grapple with 
a master hand the embarrussments and dangers of 
I beg leave to say to you that Ido not 


-io say how far they might go in an opposite ireation, 


1869. 
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Ishall be much gratified if you will send. me your 
Speeches as you deliver them, if you have them 
painphletized. : 

W. J. HILTON. 


Yours, truly, 
Hon. William Sprague. 


WAKEFIELD, RHODE IsLAND, April 8, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Please send me half a dozen of your 


specches, and oblige, 
G. W. SHELDON. 
Mr. Sprague. 


Gzenzseo, Henry Counry, ILLINOIS, 
April, 8, 1869. 

My Dear Sir: I have before me garbled extracts 
from your lute speech in the Senate upon the neces- 
sity of national political reform,and so far a3 we are 
able to judge from these scanty gleanings are most 
happy to greetit as both truthful and timely for my- 
self and my neighbors. I may say also the mass of 
American yeomanry, the great laboring interests and 
wealth producers of the country, we one and allthank 
you most heartily for this bold and timely exposition 
of the crushing influences under which we aresuffer- 
ing and which is fraught with discouragement and 
dispondency to every laboring man in the country. 
Andrew Johnson at no period in the history of his 
career lost confidence and hold upon the American 


people more rapidly than Congress is now doing. The. 


truth is, as you so fully demonstrated, the great pre- 
ponderance of lawyers in Congress, the consequence 
of which is a constant controversy and antagonism 
of sharp practice that would disgrace a justice court- 
roomin the most remote border Stateor Territory in 
thecountry, I'he people have voted for Grant because 
they thought him honest and incapable of being used 
by designing men for special purposes, and we are 
rallying our forces in every school district for the 
purpose of sustaining him in every laudable and 
honest effort for the relief of the American people 
from unequal and unjust legislation. The men who 
brought Grant forward must not expect to use him 
in the special interests of commerce and corporate 
monopolies. The real wealth producers of thecoun- 
try are awake and alive to their own interests and 
just as determined to rid themselves of th:s class 
legislation and special privileged interests .as they 
were to put down the rebellion, Congressshould not 
be deceived. Lhe newspaper press of the country 
does not reflect the real current sentiment of the 
people. It is, I am sorry and almost ashamed to say, 
at work fòr and in the interest of those who pay the 
most at the time. The great mass of the people are 
fast coming together and banding together from 
necessity; indeed they see no cause of difference 
politically ;they need all aboutthe sameline of policy, 
and if called upon to vote to-day upon the question 
of the extension of the present financial and-bank- 
ing system and the continuation of the present rail- 
road and other special corporate interests, the char- 
acter of Congress would be at once changed. The 
truth is, the people have notasingle Representative 
in Congress that they can tully depend upon. Per- 
haps I need to apologize, for my object was to ask 
you to send me, if no more, one copy of yourrecent 
speech iu question. We think every voter in America 
shouid havo a copy of it. - 
Respectfully and truly, yours, M. KING. 
Ion. William Sprague. 
AMELIA Court HOUSE, VIRGINIA, 
April 8, 1869. 
My Dear Sir: I would be very glad to have a copy 
of your speech recently delivered in the Senate. 
Lam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
C. R. IRVING, M. DÐ. 
Senator Sprague. 
. New York, April 9, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Please favor me with a copy of your 
speech delivered in the United States Senate April 
8; also the one delivered last week. 
Yours, very respectfully, A. F. EDDY, 
Care American News Company, New York City. 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


Wasurneroy City, D. C., April 9, 1869. 


My Dear Sir: Being most deeply interested in the | 


patriotic stand you have taken in the Senate on the 


side of your country and countrymen, using your | 


high position and efforts to warn them of their dan- 
desiring most profoundly that the people should be 
aroused from mere party shackles to a true sense of 
our condition, as it is at this moment, and second 
your efforts to escape while it is possible from the 
perils with which we are now surrounded as a na- 
tion, I most respectfully solicit such a number of 
your speechs for circulation as you can with conven- 
jeneespare me for that purpose, Asone among many 
thousands of my fellow-countrymen who most grate- 
thank you as the defender of their rights and 
privileges under our form of government, adminis- 
tered jn a spirit of justice to them, I remain yours 


ery tefully, 

PRT Ea A. FLEMING, 
No. 473 Seventh street, between iL and I. 

Senator Sprague. 


ALEXANDRIA, April 9, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Let my admiration for the truth fear- 
lessty spoken be my apology for requesting you to 
send me your speech of April 8th instant, A friend 
at my side says tell Senator Sprague to send me all 


disp Cone. Isr Sess. —No. 48. 


| country 


ger and pointing them to the road of safety, and |! tion, wh 


f $0. 
| place, and I will distribute them among the Repub- 
| licans of this section. 


of his speeches, as I have heard of them without 
seeing them. 
Very respectfully, yours, 
; JOHN W. BURKE, 
Alexandria Virginia. 
Hon. Senator Sprague, Washington City. 


Dear Sir: Your speeches are attracting consider- 
able attention in Maryland. If they are published 
in pamphlet form for: distributson I will be much 
obliged, if your convenience will 
them. The newspapers only give them to us in a 
mutilated form, and they are worthy of preservation. 

Your obedient servant, $ 

BENJAMIN C., BARROLL, 
Attorney at Law, Baltimore, Mad. 


Senator Sprague. 


BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, Apri? 9, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you have the kindness to send me 
copies of such of your speeches as have been printed 
and that may be printed from time to time? and 
greatly oblige, your obedient servant. 
WILLIAM DUGDALE, 
Box 1096, Post Office. 


Hon. W. Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


r New York, Apřil 9, 1869. 
Sir: oud you be: King enough to favor me with 
& copy of your spece i S 
2 copy of van 5: peech elivered in the United States 
Very respectfully, 
í ; J. W. SEYMOUR, jr. 
Hon, William Sprague, United States Senate. 


BALTIMORE, April 7, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you please be so kind as to accom- 
modate me by sending me a copy of your late speech 
on the tenure-of-oflice bill? Iwas reading it in one 
of our daily papers, and was pleased with it very 
much, and oblige your humble servant, 
SEO: SLEWART, 
est Hollins street, 
Hon. William Sprague. eee 


Mount VERNON SQUARE, 
BALTIMORE, April 9. 1869. 
My Dear Sir: Please favor me with a copy of your 


speech of yesterday. Very respectfully, 
DECATUR H. MILLER. 


Hon. William Sprague, Senator, d&c. 


BALTIMORE, April 9, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Please send mea copy of your several 
speeches. By so doing you will confer a great favor 
and have wy grateful thanks. 

Your obedient servant, ©. A. SMITH. 

corner Baltimore and Calhoun streets. 


Hon. William Sprague. 
KEENE, New HAMPSHIRE, April 9, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Being desirous to obtain_a copy of a 
recent speech delivered by you in the United States 


Senate, and believing that you have told or expressed | 


much truth which interested partisans would sup- 
press or exaggerate, I write this note to ask of you 
the favor ofsending me acopy. Ihave been a Whig 
and Republican ever since I cast my first presidential 
vote for Henry Clay in 1844; but this critical period 


| in the history of our country demands that our true 


condition should be exposed without suppression or 
exaggeration. I have been engaged for eighteen 
years as editor and publisher of Whig and Repubii- 


can newspapers, and a.though not now connected | 


with any newspaper, still I wish to know whither 
as a nation we are drifting. 
Republican papers of Boston making light of the 
discussion of this subject, while all they seem to say 
against the truthfulness of your exposure is that 
disappointed politicians and croakers have aiways 
spoken thus discouragingly, maliciously insinuating 
that all who are not disposed to shut their eyes to 
the notoriously corrupting tendencies of the times 
are necessarily disappointed in some political aspi- 
ration or other. The Boston Journal, under the 
influence ofa few trading politicians, after publish- 
ing portions of your speech in the regular city or 


afternoon edition, suppressed it altogether in the | 


morning edilion, which circulates largely in the 
ad suppressing it also in the weekly edi- 
ich circulates almost wholly in the ecuntry, 
white the editorial criticising it unfavorably was 
carefully kept in all the editions of that paper. This 
isan old and frequent trick of the Jqurnal, and has 
lost it favor among many of our best Republicans. 
Please excuse my seeming intrusion upon your 
attention, and believe me very respectfully yours, 
THOMAS HALE. 


Hon. William Sprague. 
MOOREFIELD, West VIRGINIA. 
Aprii 9, 1839. 

Sir: I have read with very great pleasure your 
speech in the Senate on the corruptions and present 
condition of our country. 

I hope you will keep up the fire on the enemy. Be 
so good asiosend me about fifty copies of your speeeh 
for distribution. I think it will do great good to do 
Frank them all and send them to me at this 


Very respectfully, &e., JOSEPH SPRIGG. 
Senator Sprague, Washington City. 


permit, to receive | 


Lam pained to see the | 


: : +. Cincinnaty, April 9, 1869: 

Sir: Though. the press and: the-politiciana may 
attempt to ridicule you for your brave and truthful 
words; you may rest assured that the common 
people appreciate them fally. ; 

We feel that we have been betrayed by our. Repre- 
sentatives, and that the legislation of Congress is 
against us. Do not weary in well doing. 

i Ji A. LONDON. 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


, PHILADELPHIA, April 9, 1869. 

Hon. William Sprague: Itis due to you that such 
of our citizens as feel the. oppression of the tines, 
growing out of the fearful increase of the money 
power as an interest adverse to the mass of the.peo- 
ple, should encourage you in the bold and. fearless 
stand you have recently taken; and I therefore con- 
gratulate you: and bid you go forward fearing not. 

I have not had the pleasure to see in detail your 
financialscheme. Ifitisin print, have the kindness 
to send me a copy, or several, and as your speeches 
are put in type 1 will thankyou for copies, i 


Very truly, yours, &c., 
J. R. FLANIGEN, 
Editor Daily News. 
37 WALLSTREET, New YORK, April 9, 1869, 
Dear Sir: You will confer a great favor upon mo 
by sending me a copy of the Globe which contains 
your speech of April 8, 1869.. 
Yours, truly, 8. GOLDING. 
Hon. William Sprague, 


Lyxy, Massacuusetrs, April 10, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Please send me the speeches and publie 
documents which you have for distribution. Phave 
read your speech as printed in the newspapers, and 
think you have opened your mouth to some purpose. 
The work which you have begun is one which is 
necessary to the welfare of the business interests of 
thecountry and of the great body of the people. You 
will make some enemies, but many friends. That 
you will not halt, but that you will lead in this much 
needed reform is the earnest wish of those, and they 
are many, who believe that the interests of the people 
are suffering from lack of wise and practical legisla- 
tion. Perhaps it would be better to say that we are 
suffering from foolish, corrupt, and special legisia- 
tion. It is to the people you mustappeal. A speech 
delivered in the Senate is of little value except it be 
printed and circulated. 

Please send to my adiress what you may prepare 
for the public, and I will do my best to bring your 
ideas to the people of this wide-awake part of the 

tate. 

Yours, respectfully, 

CHARLES A. TABER., 


Hon. William Sprague, Senator from Rhode Leland, 


Nsw Yorx, 4ra Monta, 10ra, 1869. 


Senator Sprague, of Rhode Island: 

I have been much interested in reading thy late 
speech in the Senate, but.inasmuch as the subject, 
“centralized capital,” was all the report in either 
Times or Herald that gave any index of the details 
of that change in thy convictions stated with so much 
earnest feeling and warning to the people, I hope 
the great interest I have felt for the last sixteen to 
seventeen years will be an apology for my request 
either for a copy of the words and sentences com- 
piled by another on the subject referred to in thy 
speech may be sent me, or that I may have the pleas- 
ure of an interview on thy return to this city on thy 
way home, 

Very respectfully, JAMES ©. HALLOCK. 

No. Lil Broadway, room No. © Gilroy building, 
corner of Cortlandt street, 


13 PARK STREET, PorTLaND, April 10, 1869. 
Will Senator Sprague be kind enough to send me 
copiesof his speeches recently made in the Senate? 
The meager reports of them in my papers induce a 
strong desire toread all, Tam-satisfied that youhave 
been telling your colleagues truths that have been 
too long Kept trom the public. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
p R. 5. BOYD. 
Senator Sprague, Washington. 
New York, April 12, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Please accept congratulations from a 
legion of friends, who think with you thatif such 
legislation goes on much longer the manufacturing 
interests of the country must perish. country and all. 
Excuse the liberty I have taken in thus addressing 
you, but the man that dare speak in the present 
Senate as you have done deserves the support of all 
parties who havea love of country and its institu- 
tions. 
Most respectfully, yours, D. D, MILLER. 
Hon. William Sprague. £ 
New York, April 12, 1869. 
My Dear Sir: Permit me to trespass upon your 
time so much as to ask the favor of a copy of your 
speech in Senate npon the condition of the country. 
It so perfectly accords with. my own notions of the 
deep degradation into. which our beloved country 
has fallen by the acts of waprincipled men in high 
places that I am anxious to preserve itand to further 
eruse the entire speech. 
P? With sentiments of high. regard, I am very truly 
FOUTS, SAMUEL BISHOP, 
Post Ufice Box 1432. 


William Sprague, Senator from Rhode Island, 
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594 Broapway, New York, April 17, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Please send nie your late speeches. The 
thanks of the people are due to you for the course 
you are taking. Jf the people are not made to realize 
the corrupt state we are getting into this Govern- 
meni will go to pieces 
ery respectfully, 
a ee W. P. BEAUMONT. 
Hon. William Sprague. 
109 FULTON STREET, BROOKLYN, NEw YORK, 
April 16, 1869. 
Sir: Being very much interested in senatorial as 
well as congressional affairs, I cannot help admiring 


the policy you have taken. I would therefore like |! 


very much to have your speeches, which I under- 
stand you are having printed. g g 
By sending me afew copies you will greatly oblige 


your humble servant, eee 
GABRIEL S. KUTZ. 
Hon. Senator Sprague. 
Pe.aau, New HAMPSHIRE, April 17, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you please send to my address one 
or more. copies of your excellent speeches recently 
delivered by you and that are attracting such uni- 
versal attention. I am rejoiced that you have had 


the courage to utter such truths, and trust that you ! 


may continue toinform the people of the danger that 
threatens them unless they take heed. 

Though I am but a boy, as it were, still I feel for 
the interests of my country and desire to see the 
business interests of the same in a more prosperous 
condition. i 

Believe me, my dear sir, that you have my hearty 
thanks for your fearless course. 

Should you desire it, any number of your speeches 


sent me shall be properly distributed to those who | 


will read and, I trust, reflect upon them. 


I am, with respect, yours, 
J.O. WOODBURY. 
Hon, William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


Orrice FAMILY AND FARM JOURNAL, 
JERSEYVILLE, ILLINOIS, Apris 4, 1869. 

My Dear Sir: I have not the honor of a personal 

acquaintance, but having read extracts of your late 

- speech, and feeling a strong desire to read it care- 
fully, I write you to ask that I may be complimented 
by the receipt of a copy at your hands, 

It has received flattering comments in thissection, 
and I feel that you are entitled to the highest praise 
for the noble stand taken. 

With the most distinguished regard, &c., your friend 


and fellow-citizen, 3 
ZACH. BURCHMORE, jr., 
Brevet Major Volunteers, Associate Lditor, de. 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senator. 


West MEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS, 
A April 18, 1869. 
Dear Sir: A few extracts from your late speeches 


have interested me very much, as I think they must į 


interest every thoughtful man. Will you please send 
me copies of them, and oblige, yours, very truly, 
M, B. CHAPMAN, 
West Medford, Massachusetts, 
Late member of Massachusetts Legislature. 
Senator Sprague. 


MILL OFFICE, CENTRAL FALLS, RHODE ISLAND. 


Sir: Have the kindness to send me one of your | 
recent speeches, for they have inspired such feelings | 
of interest with the working classes that tbey areon |; 


the quivive to see them. 
Yours, respectfully, 
Hou. William Sprague. 


A. R. FIELD. 


MONTICELLO, New Yorx, April 20, 1869. 
My Dear Sir: Will you oblige me by sending a copy 
of your recent speeches in the United States Senate 
on the situation of the country? 
You have hit upon the right subject. Go ahead: 


you have money enough to take care of yourself, and | 


the people will guard yourreputation now, whilethe 
future may be wisely relied on to vindicate your 
action. 
With 


SRECESES, 


rong hopes and my best wishes for your 

am, yours respectfully, 

p AA A. J. BUSH. 

Eon. William Sprague. 

BALTIMORE, April 1, 1869. 
Senator Sprague: I shall feel obliged if you will 

send me a copy of your late speech, which I think 

should be in the hands of every honest lover of his 


country. 
Respectfully, N. P. SEWELL, 
Howard House, Baltimore. 


7 East GREENWICH, March 22, 1869, 
Dear Sir: May I ask the. favor of you. if not too 
much, to send me one or more copies of yourspeech, 
delivered in Congress on Friday last, the 19th instant, 
ifin print; it will be much appreciated, 


Your obedient servant, 
`- W. P. SALISBURY. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. O. 


IROORVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, March 22, 1869. 
Senator Sprague, Washington, D. C.: 


I hope you will not consider me impertinent in 
making a request of you. Having seen an extract 


} 


|| you have made yourself the representative man of 
| the young voiersof the country, atleast the reading, 


i 
| 
} 


i resentative men give the people good government, | 
i 


battle so auspiciously begun you will lose all. 
would like a copy of your speech. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
i axes N.C. WARNER, 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senator. 


from a speech delivered by you in the Senate on the || 
15th or 16th of the present month, I would be pleased | 
to read itin full. Will you be kind enough to send |; 
meacopy? You are aware that Mississippi has no }} 
Representative to whom I can write. | 


Very respectfully, T. J. STOKES. 


Zee ! 
| 5 New York, March 25, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Please send me your speech of a few 
days since on ‘‘lawyers;” also one in reply to Mr. 
Nye. If not printed by themselves, will you inform 
me in which number of the Congressional Globe they 
may be found. 
_ I was formerly of the Treasury Department; was 
in the Old Capitol Prison, as Mr. Chase will inform 
you. I liked the report I saw of your speeches. 


Yours, truly, 
STUART GWYNN, per F, E. B. 
| Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


163 Broapway, New Yorx Crry, 
; March 2, 1869. 

Dear Sir: It is positively refreshing to read your 
two last speeches in the Senate. Their originality 
and vigor are in flattering contrast to the siale plati- 
tudes and newspaper compilations of many of your 
colleagues. Had you delivered them one year earlier 
you would, in all human probability, have to-day 
been President of the United States. 

Sincerely yours, GEORGE P. SHRIE, 


Hon. William Sprague, 
United States Senator, Washington, D. C. 


PHILADELPRAIA, March 25, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I have the honor to request that if your 
remarks in the Senate on the 24th instant upon the 
tenure-of-office law have been printed in full you 
will be kind enough to send to my address a few 
copies for distribution among our merchants. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
EDWARD COLLISON. 
Hon. William Sprague, 


United States Senate, Washington. 


Custou-Housr, PHILADELPHIA, 
CoLLEctor’s OFFICE, March 25, 1869. 

Dear Sir: So much of your second speech as pub- 
lished has created a profound sensation in our city, 
and itis the general theme. We hope that it will 
have the effect to arouse the people toa proper sense 
of their danger, and produce all the reforms that are 
so essentially necessary to the peace, prosperity, and 
happiness of our Government and its people. _ 

We should like to see your speeches freely circu- 
lated among the people. The newspapers generally 
only publish a portion of them. 

I congratulate you and the country that we have 
a Senator of the United States who dares to declare 


the whole truth. 
Yours, very respectfully, JOHN K. ZERLIN. 


Hon. William Sprague, —— ; 
United States Senator, Washington, D.C. 


QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE, | f My Dear Sir; I read iia T 

bs Wasnrxerox, D. C., March 25, 1869. : faction portions of the two speeches just made by 

Dear Sir; Allow me to request of you several |) you in the United States Senate, and I am happy to 
copies of your recent speeches in the United States || say they meet with general commendation from all 
Senate, if in pamphlet form. I will esteem it avery || elassesin thislarge community, extending from bank 
great favor on your part, and take occasion to ex- | presidents to_the petty shopkeeper. If they are 
press my keen appreciation of your noble sentiments || printed, may I be favored with a few copies of each? 
and bold advocacy of them. P {| hope I may not have entirely passed from your 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, | memory; you may remember we were boys when you 
cna E. A. GALLAHER. i were in your father’s office and myself in thatof Hill 
Ion. William Sprague, | 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


PHILADELPHIA, March 23, 1869. 


Sir: It is well enough to know your friends. This 
morning I found John Haviland, a poor laborer, cir- 
culating your speech on the tenure-of-office bill, 
published in the Daily News of to-day. It was the 
first I saw ofit. And permit me to congratulate you 
on the honest, patriotic sentiments therein con- 
tained. And may God enable you in your efforts to 
bring about a-reform in this our distracted country 
is the earnest wise of your fellow-citizen, 

WILLIAM HAMILTON. 
Hon. William Sprague, 
Senator of the United States. 


BALTIMORE, March 28, 1869, 
Hon. William Sprague: 


Ihave read with much pleasure your remarks in 
the Senate on the subject of the public eredit, and 
having prepared a memorial and bill on the subject 
of free banks and currency I purpose to go to Wash- 
ington by the early train to-morrow morning, hoping 
that you will do me the favor to see me, and if you 
approve of the plan which I propose you will advise 
me as to the best mode of bringing it before Congress. 

Idemonstrate that Congress cannot regulate the 
value of specie otherwise than by means of a national 
currency, and that the plan which I propose will 
create a currency more valuable than gold. 

Talso demonstrate that Congress can place a sum 
in specie in the Treasury which will pay the national 
debt in less than fifteen years, and that the cost of 
doing so will be no more than the cost of the paper |} 
and printing the currency given in exchange forit. || 

I ask the favor to see me and consider the plan, |! 


and oblige, yours, 
DUFF GREEN. 


PROVIDENCE, March 24, 1869. 


_ Dear Sir: I have seen within a short time por- 
tions of some two or three speeches which you have 
delivered in the Senate. ‘These extracts make me 
very desirous of seeing them in full; as I have not 
been able to obtain them here, may I tax your kind- 
ness so far as to send me a copy of each if they are in 
print in Washington? The reasons expressed in what 
I saw { think will very favorably impress many who 
like myself have acted with the Republican party, but 
who also like “fair play,” rather than ultra parti- 
sanship, and who think that more business and less 

‘hair splitting” in the national Legislature would 
most materially advance the interests of the country 
and people. 

Should you be able to do me this favor, will you 
please direct to yours, very respectfully, 
WILLIAM PRATT. 


i 
— H 
i 
i 


Governor Sprague. . 


5 ; 4 f & Carpenter: besides I had the gratification of giving 

United States Senutor, Washington, D. C. i my last vote in Rhode Island for you upon your first 
— election, riding from contral Connecticut for the pur- 

pose of doing so. While fortune and high position 
smile upon and surround you, (and I am glad of it,) 
with a checkered future I find myself about where I 
started, but with hope and determination still un- 
broken. JL anticipate before going “over the river” 
+ to get head high above water, 
With the best wishes for your welfare, I beg to 
| subscribe myself, very respectfully, yours, 
: GEORGE H. WILBUR. 
: Hon. Wiliam Sprague, 


United States Senate, Washington, D.C. 


Monmovury, ILLINOIS, Mareh 26, 1869, 
Dear Sir: Having seen a notice of your speech 
delivered.on the 24th instant on the subject of the 
repeal of the tenure-of-office act, and admiring its 
sentiments as well as its candid and honest author, I 
would be much gratified to receive from you a copy 
of the same. Will you please send copies of both 
speeches, and oblige, yours truly, 
J. E. ALEXANDER, 
Hon. William Sprague, 


United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, i 

SECOND CoMPTROLLER’S OFFICE, Í 

March 25, 1869. | 

Sir: I have the honor to request that you will send | 
me a few copies of your recent speeches delivered in ! 
the Senate on the question of the repeal of tho ten- | 
ure-of-office law, which I wish to send to my friends 
in the West. Need I say that among all conserva- 
tive and non-office-hunting citizens with whom I 
have conversed yourspeeches have been most warmly | 
commended as outspoken and truthful expressions 
of a sentiment which finds lodgment in the hearts 
and thoughts of thousands of honest and patriotic 


people in these days? j 
Your obedient servant, JOHN B. MOTLEY. 


Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


327 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., March 25, 1869. 


1 
i 
i! 
Dear Sir: As a young man I thank you for your |! 
recent effort in behalf of the people. By that effort | 
Hi 
H New Yorx, March 28, 1869. 
: Dear Sir: I have been reading your remarks as 
i published in the papers of the day on the repeal of 
i; the tenure-of-office bill, and they seemed to me so 
|; appropriate and timely that you will please excuse 
li me for asking you to send me them. in full, if you 
ii have them published. Almost everything that is 
i! attempted now in the way of legislation, especially 
|) if it is intended for the benefit of the people and not 
|| some class legislation, is completely muddled by 


thinking portion of them. 
Let me beg of you to cease to vote and act with the 
dominant party of the country if you would accom- 
plish good. The excesses of the Republican party 
have driven every prominent man within its organ- 
ization, who is governed by patriotic impulses alone, 
to abandon it, Thope to see you standing shoulder 
to shoulder with the friends of the Constitution. 
ardon me for addressing you, Iam not a promi- 
nent man; I have nothing to ask save that our rep- 


lawyers, who are the curse of the country, so that we 
i: can hardiy tell where we stand. Yourremarks were 
| so plain and welltimed and contained so much truth 
iH that T would thank you for them in fall. 


and I have only written that you may feel that you 
have touched a popular chord in the hearts of the 
young men, but if you yield or fail te carry on the 


1869. 
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Since writing the above I have read your later re- 
marks in the same vein. Pleasesend bothif you can. 


Yours, truly, pees i 
Hon. William Sprague. TISE. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
PENSION OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., March 26, 1869. 
Dear Sir: £ will thank you for a copy of your 
speech delivered in the Senate on the 24th instant | 
upon the subject of the “tenure of ofice.” I have 
read all the newspapers have published, which has 
created a desire to read the speech entire. I amglad 
to find one Senator who has the moral courage to 
rise in his place and lay bare the moral deformities 
of the nation. The people seeit and feel it; the poli- 
ticians, and, as you say, lawyers endeavor to con- 
ecalit, ` i 
Respectfully, &c., your friend, 


W. W. JACOB. 
Hon. William Sprague, Senate. 


: New York, March 26, 1369, 
Dear Sir: Attherisk of pestering you I cannot resist 
the impulse of expressing my approval and admira~ 
tion of your speech in the Senate on Wednesday last 
onthe tenure-of-office bill.”” Whatever the galleries 
may have thought or said, the thinking, intelligent 
American people will say that you told the truth. 
have myself been abroad, and know that which 
you say about the condition of our society is true. 
‘Lhe discouraging fact is that society is itself indiffer- 
ent to its own condition, History repoatsitself. In | 
eighty years we have arrived ata period ofluxury and | 
efiminacy which Rome was seven hundred years in 
arriving at, and not many years wil] elapse when we 
shall require a second Napoleon to quell the revolt 
of the Senators and establish imperial power. 
Tam, sir, very truly, yours, S. ROOT. 


Hon, William Sprague. 


Ricumonp, March 26, 1869, 


_ Dear Sir: If you have published your late speech 
in the Senate in which you denounced the unchris- 
tian heartlessness by which we are accursed, do me 
the kindness to send me a copy. My State is voice- 
Jess in Washington or I would not trouble a stranger 
for such a favor. You have not told the half of our 
condition. Talleyrand described the Russian Gov- 
ernment as ‘‘a despotism tempered by assassination.” 
Ours is a despotism untempered—and the worst of all 
despotisms—a mob despotism. The system has its 
exact counterpart in the Cromwellian government 
of Ireland, but Ireland had no negroes. 
Very respectfully, A. M. REILEY. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA, March 26, 1869, 


Sir: Your recent speech in the Senate ofthe United 
States, both from the novelty of your views and the 
boldness with which they are expressed, has excited 
considerable interest and inquiry in thiscommunity. 
We have only seen extracts, and I therefore take the 
liberty of asking that you willsend it to me entire, 
and oblige, respectfally, s 

J. B. NONILL. 


Senator Sprague. 


Crry or New York, DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE, 
AUDITING BUREAU, March 26, 1869. 


Dear Sir: In these days of official stupidity, and 
in the midst of a mass of impracticable ideas and 
theories with which our council chambers abound, 
it is refreshing to see one green spot in the desert, 
one practical idea advanced, as was done by your bill 
introduced yesterday in the Senate. 

We are notoriously facing to-day two great finan- 
cial perils, one the artificial tight money markets of 
Wall street, engineered by unscrupulous speculators; 
the other a European panic that may come upon us 
any day when we least expect it, and which with the 
large amount of our Government bonds held abroad 
would of necessity be fatal in its effects upon our 
financial prosperity. To avert these I, over a year 
ago, proposed to Secretary McCulloch the follow- 
ing plan: that a bill should be passed by Congress 
to increase the powers of the sub-Treasury, making 
itin effect a limited bank with all its present ma- 
chinery to work it, adding, however, a board of 
direction, to be composed of a certain number of 

presidents of national banks, to be elected by the 
votes of members of the clearing-house associations, 
giving them the power to receive deposits, also to 
make loans of surplus moneys only upon Govern- 
ment sccurities at not over eighty or ninety per cent. 
of their par value, and in doing this to have full 
power to regulate the rate of interest the same as 
the Bank of England; also to retain in circulation | 
trom one to two hundred million dollars of the 

present legal-tender notes for all time. 

Without any wish for notoriety or reward, Iad- 
vance these few ideas to you, simply hoping that 
your practical mind may seein the future the time 
when their adoption now may avert the perils that 
overshadow us. 

Lam, very respectfully, 

G 
lon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., March 27, 1869. 

My Dear Sir: Is it possible to have a reprint of | 
your speech on the tenure-of-office law in the United 
States Senate on ‘Thursday last? I concluded the 
Chronicle did not want to do you justice, 80 J called 


EORGE T. BRADLEY. i 


Bailey told me they had not a singl 
the speech wasin demand. ingie copy. and ihat 


uneducated and short-sighted “lawyers”? may find 
their level before the next (Forty-Second) Congress 
meets. The wincing shows that the galled jade does 
not like the harness. we 

It is exceedingly desirable by many that the Globe 
be issued in the morning, giving all the news, local 
and otherwise, and that the paper'bé put to sub- 
seribers by the month through the entire year, pay 
in advance at cost, or not to exceed three cents per 
copy. Please help us to get the paper at a low rate. 


Very respectfully, yours, : 
P.W. WHITCOMB. 


P.S. Taman old man, born in Maine, and have 
had sentiments similar to those in your speech a 
long time. 


Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


Wasutnaton, D. C., Mareh 27, 1869. 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate: 
Presenting my respects in recalling old usages it will 
not be deemed improper of me, I trust, to ask acopy 
of your recentspeech upon the condition of the coun- 
try, if it has been prepared in pamphlet, esteeming 
it, as I do, as full of force and striking truths, and as 
probably the first step effective toward a revolution 
in public policy and in social and moral principles, 
inevitable within the next four years. 
f you have an extra number for distribution, with 
your frank, I could distribute a bundle to many who 
look on in sorrow and would be cheered by them. 


Very respectfully, 
R. W. JOHNSON. 


La SALLE, ILLINOIS, March 27, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I have just read with dèep interest and 
great pleasure a synopsis of your remarksin the Sen- 
ate on the 24th instant, when the bill for the repeal 
of the tenure-of-oflice law was under consideration. 
The following sentences strike my mind with pecu- 
liar force. You say “the affairs of Congress are mis- 
managed bylawyers.” ‘True. “That Congress has not 
restored harmony or prosperity to the country, and 
that the people of the South are in a state of chronic 
revolution;” this is equally true. ‘* That thereisno 
justice for the poor man, or protestion for the rights 
or liberties of the citizen in this boasted land of 
freedom.” rue as Gospel, But great as isthe mis- 
management of our affairs in every department, the 
greatest abuses aro in our financial policy, which was 


knew little or nothing about the relations of money 
to other occupationsand interests, These are burn- 
ing words of truth: that our social condition is quite 


demoralization is frightful. 
lpits had the moral courage to utter this truth. 


yelating to the sacredness of the public debt, when 
youturned away disheartened andsorrowfu), because 
it showed that the canker that possessed the body- 
politic had got possession of the President also. Mil- 


sympathized with you. 
most sincere thanks for these words of truth and 


prehend the true condition of the country and have 
the courage to expose the wicked machinations of 


impen 
in ruin unless they speedily arouse from their pres- 
entapathy. There was anumber cf men in my office 
when I read the synopsis of yourremarks, every ove 
of whom was surprised and delighted. It was difi- 
cult for them to believe that a man of large wealth 
and occupying a place in the United States Senate 
could be found who would utter such sentiments. 

I have devoted most of my time for the past seven 
years to the investigation of the subject of therights 
of capital and labor, or the laws affecting the distri- 
bution of property and the products of labor between 
non-producing capital and labor. I sent you on 
yesterday two copies of a pamphlet containing the 
result of my labors, I 
| I had not the time or means to complete it on the 
plan Í had proposed, which would have extended it 
to about seventy-two pages. I 
tunity of reading the proofand discover 
omissions, misprints, and typographical erro 
; you must supply and correct as you read. 


anumberof 
rs which 
The bill 


I desired. I would prefer a board of management 
of the currency and revenue as contemplated by the 
bill herewith inclosed, 
better to increase J 
board to cight besides the secretary,) but it was 
thought it would make the b 
the change would be too great to mee: 
favor. I am now fully: 

was not well founded, for 
people are pre 
whole financial policy, and that no half-way meas- 
ure will meet with favor at their hands. They feel 
that the specie basis fallacy has in the past and 
willin the future provea failure. They are likewis 
convinced that our who antat 
has been fandamently wrong, and are heartily tired 
and disgusted with mere professional politicians and 
demagognes—second and third rate lawyers. Lam 
quite certain that in the future they will select their 
l legislatore from the great industrial, enterprising, 


at the Globe ofice yesterday for a copy, and-Mri | 


Now that a courageous man has broken theice; j 


dictated and is controlled by tho bankers, and that : 
experience has always shown that dealers in money | 


as bad as our financial condition ; that the pervading | 
Would to God that our | 


u 
You say that you listened to- the inaugural address | 
with intense interest until you heard the passage | 


lions of American citizens upon reading that address | 
Now, Mr. Senator, permit me to tender to you my | 


encouragement. They show that you clearly com- j 


the demagogues who occupy the places that should ij 
be filled by statesmen, and to warn the people of the | 
ding danger that threatens to whelm them į 


for which Lask acarefulreading. | 


I had not the oppor- | 


which is designed to carry into practical effect the + 


monetary system proposed is not in all respects what i 
| two speeches in 


on the ‘‘tenure-ol-otlice bi 
indeed I think it would be ; } am ranks 2 2 
the singsal of the members of the i|| has felt some alarm for the imperiled liberties of 
ili too lengthy, and that | 
twith popular į: 
satisfied that this objection | 
I am convinced that the | 
pared for a thorough change in our į 


le system of representation ; 


| course in the Senate, that 


; any man in Congress. 


wealth-producing classes, who know the-wants: and 
sympathize with the great industrial element of the 
nation. Whileitmight seem thatadeath-like apathy 
had taken-a firm ‘hold upon the people, and: from 
which it was well nigh impossible to rouse them, I 
nevertheless feel confident that. they awaking to-a, 
sense of their true condition. They are organizing. 
labor unions all oyerthe country, among the farmers, 
miners, mechanics, and others. of the. industrial 
classes for political purposes; this has been gongon 
for over two years. Progress thus far has: been:slow 
for the reason that the passtons-and prejudices. of 
the masses have been greatly excited by the. war. 
Besides, the money power with which we have to 
contend has subsidized the press and debauched the 
church, but we are gaining strengh and influence 


-every day. All thats needed to secure speedy and 


complete success is for a few prominent men in our 
national councils to fearlessly expose the. corrup- 
tions and villianous practices in our national Legis- 
lature, and a full and fair discussion before the 
e. - 
Yours, very traly, % 
A. CAMPBELL. 
P. S. I would be vory glad to have a copy of your 
speech in whatever ormyou have itprinted. Should 
you haveit printed in pamphlet form, I would like 
to get a few hundred for distribution, and wiil gladly 
remit you their cost. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


Syracuse, New Yor, March 21, 1869. 
_ Dear Sir: Will you be so kind as to send me a copy 
in full of your late and valuable speech in the Sen- 
ate? I have read only extracts from it, and they 
please me so well that I wish to see the whole of it. 


Yours, &e., 
aes GEORGE W. GRAY. : 
Hon. William Sprague. 


New Yokk, March 27, 1869. 


My Dear Governor: I find upon my return from a 
run through New England your esteemed fayor of 
the 23d instant. During my absence the provincial 
journals which fell in my way advised me that you 
had been explaining your bill, and also that you had 
improved another opportunity to tell the extreme 
party men men some wholesome truths. They were 
only too true. And I am delighted to see you have 
the courage to take that great middlo ath which is 
the only one to national prosperity an honor, and 
which all must take who wish to preserve hereafter 
the approbation of the people. , 7 

Your financial plan is full of good points: Tt is all 
clear and all common sense. I heard a man say this 
morning, in a little knot of people tálking over your 

e had always been op- 
posed to you, but to-day be admired you moro than 
But how can you expect a 
body of lawyers to give heed to you or your plan? 
Their first and last thought is to prop up the Repub- 
lican extremists and keep themselves in power. Look 
at the discussion on the tenure-of-offico bill—all chaff. 
Look at the vote—party, not country. And with the 
state of public. and private morals in the countty, 
what will become of our liberties and our credit 
unless we apply a remedy and stop the evil?) No one 
who views the situation correctly is satisfied, Every 
wise man keeps his house in order, not knowing 
whither we are tending nor what is to be the result, 

Having pat your gauntlets on, do not let up a bit. 
The Senate may laugh, but the people take it serious 
enough, and nothing that has been spoken this win- 
ter has caused so much interest and excited so much 
comment. A country journalremarked that Senators 
might pooh-pooh your words, but the people would 


take them to heart. 
In haste, yours, truly, JOHN H. WYMAN. 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington. 
MILWAUKEE, March 27, 1869, 

Dear Sir: I have perused with much pleasure your 
recent remarks on two or three occasions in the Sen- 
ate on the perilous position of the affairs of ‘the 
conntry, and the evils that result to the busimess-1n- 
teresis in consequence of the monopoly the lawyers 
have of the offices and most influential positions of 
the country. May I ask of you the favor to send me 
copies of your several speeches at length if any have 
been or shall be printed? g 

Believe me, sir, very reepectfully, your obedient 


servant, 7 
J. A. NOONAN, 
Hon. Mr. Sprague, United States Senate, 


GOSHEN BRIDGE, VIRGINIA, Mareh 27, 1809, 

Dear Sir: Lhave read with great satisfaction the 

in the Intelligencer whieh you made 
i.” Tam really glad to 
know that one man in the Repubiican ranks North 
the people. If youonly knew how we feel, who have 
no liberties except what a vindictive enemy may 
grudgingly dole out to us, you would have a despair 
Which would not allow you to have the heart to say, 
“God save the Republic.” We were brave enough 
to fight for our dearest rights, and our enemy ts 
brave enough te trample on all our rights aud dis- 
honor the Constitution of our fathers because it was 
in our souls to fight for our rights, and because they 
want to make as fai a plunder job out of us as possi- 
ble. We are not so devoid of understanding as not 
to know there will never. be any peace South as long 
as politiciansand bad men can make money by keep- 
ing up a chronic disorder here, Now, when will this 
strife end? Not ull the greed ends; and this will 
never end. But the hardest thing to swallow is te 
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be bayoneoted for opinion’ssake; to have our enemies 
come down among us proclaiming their moral and 
intellectual superiority and forcing upon an unwill- 
ing people opinions, principles, and laws insulting 
to our pride and the teachings of our fathers, and re- 
pugnant to conscientious convictions, Add to this 
the fact that the virtue and integrity and capacity 
of our peopic has no suffrage, and that we are cheated 
at the elections, and you have but a faint picture of 
our wrongs. : 2 
I hope you will send me your speeches, public 
documents, &c., as we have no representation. 
Yours, Les JOHN D. STERRETT. 


MILWAUKEE, March 29, 1869. 


Dear Sir: It is a long time since I have read a 
speech from those in position that seemed so put to 
the purpose as that of yours delivered in the Senate 
a few days since, and although a stranger I thank 
you for it. It has got to be so that hardly anybody 
but a lawyer gets elected to office, and if they were 
lawyers in reality it would not beso bad. But men 
get admitted to the bar, andno.matter how little law 
they know, they are exalted above the heads of all 
others. Ido not feel myself slighted in this respect, 
for generally speaking I am thought to be a lawyer, 
but I do not praetice in a case to be thought so and 
take but little part in political matters. My only 
object in writing this letter is to thank you for your 
specch, and hope to be able to read more of the same 


sort. 
Very truly, yours, J.B. SMITH. 


Senator Sprague. 


St. NicwoLtas HOTEL, 
New Yorx, March 29, 1869. 
Hon. Senator Sprague: 


Having observed with equal surprise and pleasure 
the briefmention in the papers of your bill for rem- 
edying our financial difficulties by_loans, &c., and 
your recent speeches in the Senate, Itake the liberty 
of requesting a copy of your remarks-and bill, which 
1 presune you have in print. G ; 

a 


central committee of Kentucky led to a study of 
financial questions and to the adoption of views 
similar to those which must have influenced your 
own mind as to the importance of an abundant sup- 
ply of capital at low ratos of interest for the pro- 
motion of industry. 

By the advocacy of such measures for the relief 


y former position as chairman of the Democratic | 


of the country you will direct the thoughts of many | 


in the proper course, and by a concerted effort sound 
principles of political economy may be made influ- 
ential at Washington hereafter. 


Yours, very respectfully, 
J.R. BUCHANAN. 


Newtown, MARYLAND, March 29, 1869. 


Doar Sir: You will confer a favor upon me by 
gending me your two speeches of the 20th and 25th 


instant on the repeal of the civil tenure-of-office bill. | 


Yours, respectfully, 
L. J. FEDDEMAN. 
Hoa. William Sprague, United States Senator. 


CHESTERTOWN, KENT County, MARYLAND, 
March 31, 1869. 
If you hayo a spare copy of your remarks on the 
tenure-of-o 
@ copy. 
Very respectfully, yours, 
Senator Sprague, 


A. PERKINS, 


Wasuineton, D. C., March 29, 1869, 


My Dear Sir: Permit me to most heartily congratu- 
late you and to give you my warmest thanks for the 
bold, wise, and patriotic stand which you have taken 
in the Senate. 

The. inclosed, cut from the Intelligencer of this 
morning, though not written by me, pretty well ex- 
presses my views as far as it goes, 

The history of all countries show that when the 
wealthy classes combine the result is that the rich 
are made richer and the poor made poorer. This is 
now going on in our country, in all sections of it, but 
toa greater extontin my unhappy section, the South, 
than in the North. In my own State, North Carolina, 
so greatly impoverished by the war, the few who hare 
means have combined and are gathering all property 
into their own hands. 


avarice. 


f a few, noble, and patriotic gentleman of the | 


North who have large means would lend us a heip- 
ing hand they could not only greatly relieve our 
oppressed people, but make it profitable to them- 
selves. Apian which would not only beperfectly safe 
and protitable to those ] o 
greatly to the relief of o 
devised. 

It would afford me great pleasure to propose 
if there was hope of its being carried out, 

The South wiil in time be prosperous and power- 
ful, and would ever prove hor gratitude to any who 
may aid herin this her bour of great need, 

ery respectfully and truly, yours, 
R. 3. POWELL. 

Hon, William Sprague, United States Senate. 


Portianp, March 29, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Allow me the liberty to ask you to send 
me one or more copies of yeur late speech in ths 


aplan 


ice law, you will oblige me by giving me it shall cause the currency to represent labor and its 


t I would to God this could be | 
averted. But our own helpless people have not the | 
means to protect themselves from the iron grasp of | 


ending such aid, but also | 
ur people could be readily : 


Senate of the United States, and greatly oblige, 


truly, yours, 
J. H, HAMLEN. 
Senator Sprague. 


Hupson County Democrat OFFICE, 
Hozsoxen, N. J., March 30, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I have read your speech on the repeal 
of the tenure-of-office act with much pleasure. Will 
you do me the favor to send me.a copy thereof in 


pamphlet form? 
Respectfully, yours, A. 0. EVANS. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


Pawtucket, RODE ISLAND, March 30, 1869. 


. Senator: The matter treated of in yourlate speech 
on finance has been much thought of by me. I have 
deeply deplored the want of foresight displayed by 
our national Legislature upon this subject; its action 
from time to time upon the tariff, and the action of 
our State Legislatures, as well as of the Congress, 
upon the matter of currency, tending always to the 
inflation of the volume and the depression of the 
value of the currency, until by the law of supply and 
demand it inevitably gravitates to those countries 
which, by an opposite policy, that of decreasing the 
volume and enhancing the value of the currency, 
invite its flow toward them. This volumé has now 
become so great and its value so low that tariffs no 
longer protect manufactures, and the necessity for 
an increase of capital from time to time has in- 
evitably increased the market value or interest upon 
capital, until interest at this time absorbs so large a 
share of the profits of labor that little or nothing is 
left with which to cancel our national liabilities. If 
money or currency were capital per se the policy 
pursued would have had the effect which its project- 
ors desired; but it being only the representative of 
value, and not real capital at all, its increase, while 
it adds nothing to the real capital of the country, 
causes a flow of it to the lowest level, which level is 
where thero is the leastofit. Having flowed there it 
becomes the representative of greater value; or, in 
other words, its representative power increases to 
the standard of their own currency; and its new 
owners then apply it to the work of drawing from 
this country the real capital which it represents in 
its new home instead of what it originally repre- 
sented here. Thus we are impoverished. Ican but 
hail this speech of yours—only extracts of which I 
have seen—as an evidence that one of our public 
men comprehends the emergency; and whether the 


cient, and their integrity and fidelity to the true in- 
terest of the country prove equal to that wisdom is 
with me a matter of greatconcern. Had thecountry 
adhered from the first to the policy of leaving the 
currency and manufacturing to the regular opera- 
tion of the law of demand and supply, we should at 
this time have been able to compete with any coun- 
try on earth in all departments of industry, on ac- 
count of our natural resources being greater than 
those of any other country. A dollar in this country 
represents the product of eighty-four spindles, while 
the same dollar in England represents the product 
of two hundred and seventy-five spindles, while the 
labor required to run those spindles, which is the 
real cost, is actually less in this country than in Bng- 
land. I cannot doubt that the intelligence of the 
people will enable them ultimately to understand 
this matter correctly, and sustain you in your efforts 
to bring the Government back to the policy which 


product as its basis, instead of a value which does 
not exist, and thus inaugurate a sound financial 
system. 

You rightly deplore the practice of sending mere 
lawyers and professional politicians instead of prac- 
tical business men to Congress. As long as this is so 
we must expect corrupt and unwise legislation. 

When I commenced this letter I intended merely 
to give you a word of encouragement, while asking 
of you a copy of cach 
Senate since your first election to that body. 
the remarks which have flowed naturally from one 
who does not often intrude upon the time of public 
men will not be construed into meddlesome obtru- 
siveness, Should they havethe effectof in any meas- 
ure encouraging and strengthening youin the course 
you havo so nobly entered upon my object will have 
been fully accomplished. 

Very respe-tfully, ALANSON FREEMAN. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


188 CHURCH STREET, 
New York, March 3), 1889. 
Dear Sir: Will you please send me a copy of your 
speech in the Senate last Wednesday, and oblige, 


yours, respectfully, 7 
HENRY F. SMITH. 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


FREEHOLD, N. J., March 30, 1889. 


i , JOHN W. SWARTS. 
Senator Sprague. 

BALTIMORE, Mareh 31, 1869, 
Hon. William Sprague: 

At the risk of being thought obtrusive I cannot 
resist thanking you for so ably expressing in yester- 
day’s and previous Senates, feelings and sentin 
so harmonious with my own. If your confrerie in 
' or out of the Senate have either the foree or insight, 


wisdom of a majority of Congress will prove suff- į 


of your several speeches in the į 
Ttrust | 


| f e 
| Dear Sir: Will you please send me a copy of your | 
speech recently delivered in the Senate, and oblige, | 
A &e., respectfully, yours, 
i 
i 


they certainly lack the moral eourage to express it 
as you haved one. Thatyou have the sympathy of 
the masses as well as the credit of having set them 
thinking, E have every evidence. 
With sentiments of respect, yours, truly, 
DANIEL BENDANN. 
A copy of your remarks would greatly oblige. 


VASSALBORO’, KENNEBEC COUNTY, MAINE, 
, Merch 31, 1869, 
Dear Sir: Extracts from your recent speech before 
the United States Senate have appeared in some 
of our local newspapers, the reading of which has 
led us to desire the perusal of the whole, should you 
feel disposed to favor us with copies of same, 


Truly, yours, 
H. P. WHITNEY, 
Hon. William Sprague. 


COLUMBIA, MISSOURI, March 31, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Will you do me the favor to send me 
several copies of your interesting speech delivered 
in the Senate a few days since on the subject of the 
repeal of the eivil tenure bill? 

Your attention will oblige, most truly, your obe- 


dient servant, 
JAMES 8, ROLLINS. 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


Norwicu, New Yors, March 31, 1869. 


_ Sir: Please send mea copy of your recent speech 
in the Senate, in which you, tell some wholesome 
truths about lawyers, and oblige yours, respectfully, 

A. F. GLADDING. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA, 
March 34, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you please favor me with a copy 
of your speech in the United States Senate upon the 
social, political, and financial condition of the coun- 
try, when printed ? i 
Your most obedient servant, 
LEVI SMOYER, 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D, O. 


Barrimoke, March 81, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Please send me a copy of your speech or 
speeches lately delivered on the currency and ten- 
ure-of-office questions, = ý í 

I trust you will not consider it impertinent in me, 
one of the humblest citizens of this great, but party- 
ridden and distracted country, to thank you from 
the bottom of my heart for your patriotic utterances. 
Your noble and independent course cannot but be 
regarded as tho, most significant political event of 
these eventful times, and in its moral heroism and 
grandeur dwarfs the so-called statesmanship of your 
more selfish and less patriotic. compeers. You have 
achieved a greater triumph than he * that taketh a 
city,” for you have conquered yourself. You have 
been bold enough to extricate yourself from the 
thraldom of a party which wields more than impe- 
rial power and patronage, and you can now stand 
upon national and constitutional ground. 

For God’s sake, Mr. Sprague, hold fast to this im- 
pregnable position. ou may depend upon it it is 
the honest and just course, and the only one which 
will save the Republic. It may bappen that you 
will experience martyrdom. Itmay be that you will 
be sacrificed upon the altar of infuriate and unpa- 
triotic party hate; but is this not far preferable to 
the unsatisiactory reward of party foalty coupled 
with national ruin? Will you sacrifice a clear con- 
science and posthumous blessings to the bubble rep- 
utation of the hour? 

Your references to history prove that you are 
deeply concerned about passing events, and that you 
are not willing to ignore the teachings and warnings 
ofthe past and the solemn logic of history. 1s itnot 
too true that history is daily and hourly repeating 
itself in some of its most deplorable and saddening 
phases, and this, too, in the face of almost universal 
ignorance and indifference as to the inevitable con- 
sequences? | ‘ 

The American people complacently, believe that 
they have attained the acme of enlightened and 
Christian civilization. Alas! does history chronicle 
greater barbarities or more unparalleled degeneracy, 
private and public, than have been in this, our day, 


| perpetrated in the name of this great delusion? The 


best and purest public men of the country are ostra- 
cised because their consciences cannot be made sub- 
servient to unhallowed and venal purposes and 
power. And while monopoly rampantly revels in 
luxury and vice, toiling millions pay the bills. How 
Jong such a state of thingscan last and the rigbtsand 
liberties of the people be preserved is a problem 
which only the honest reading of history can de- 
termine, 

__it is evident, Mr. Sprague, that you fully appre- 
ciate the magnitude and solemnity of our national 
difticulties, and I confess that your’ personal expe- 
riences and surroundings give me strong faith that 
you are earnest and patriotic in your present posi- 
tion. You have enjoyed to the full the wealth and 
the honors of this world. In thisdirection your am- 
bition must be satiated, and you doubtless feel like 
giving the remainder of your life. your abilities, and 
your influence to your country. An undivided heart 
and head given to this noble work will inangurate a 
movement which will not only tend to restore na- 
tional prosperity and justice, and especially to that 
wronged and heroic people of your own blood in the 
South, bute will place your name nigh up among those 
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on the scroll of fame that history will pronounce 
immortal. . : 

Thousands of bleeding and anxious hearts, deso- 
lated by affliction and oppression, are looking to you 
as the hope of the nation, as the forerunner of better 
days. They feel that cruel and unjust misrepresent- 
ation has placed them at the mercy of the party with 
which you have been acting, and that only through 
that party and by such independent action as you 
have exhibited can they hope to be spared further 
humiliation and injury, They do not desire you to 
compromise your honor, nor do they. ask you to abate 
one jot or tittle of the true and legitimate principles 
of your party, These they admit the sword, in the 
late. conflict, has established as the ruling principles 
of the Government. Slavery, secession, and the 
division of this country or political community they 
consider as obsolete and defunct dogmas, nor weuld 
they be willing. under the Constitution justly admin- 
istered, to revive them. They want, they yearn for 
peace, for self-government. They wish to be relieved 
from the tyranny, the mereonary and merciless per- 
secution of political emmissarics and vultures sup- 
ported by the Freedmen’s Bureau and fanatical 
societies that prey upon them and consume their 
substance, that demoralize, for personal aggrandize- 
ment, the labor element, thereby producing vaga- 
bondism, bankruptey, and crime, ‘They ask to- be 
delivered troim a set of adventurers who in their own 
communities would scarcely be permitted to hold 
the most menial positions, out who with them are 
intrusted with the most sacred and responsible 
trusts, ji 

If you knew the wrongs.and persecutions thesouth- 
ern people have suffered, wrongs that party rancor | 
and excitement hushed and concealed for party pur- 
poses, you would stand aghast! the blood would 
tingle in your veins, and you would ery out for 
vengeance. But the southern people do not desire 
vengeance. Party having secured the Government, 
they ask that the country may be considered; that 
the Constitution which your ancestors and mine ex- 

ended common bloos and treasure to establish may 

e once more enthroned in the Capitol of the nation, 
and they be judged by and dealt with asit prescribes. 

The peopleof the North, Mr. Sprague, should cease 
to view the late struggle exclusively from theirstand- 
point. Jf they will for a moment occupy the south- 
ern stand-point they will find that there are at least 
serious doubts as to the moral and legal status of the 
difference of opinion. And if they will read history 
as carefully as you have they will discover that Pat- 
rick Henry, the father of American independence, 
and almost every northern and southern patriot of 
the carly days of the Republic, held the southern 
view of the Constitution, and that the Government, 
upto the time of Mr. Lincola’s election, was admin- 
istered substantially upon the same theory, They 
will find that the southern people were educated in 
this theory, and that with them it was held as sacred 
as their religion. It was not, therefore, as some 
assert, a Wanton and unineaning act, that of seces- 
sion or separation, which they, too, desired to. be 
peaceable. The recognition of these facts and of sin- 
cerity upon the part of the South should put the set- 
tlement of the controversy upon higher grounds than 
the arbitrary will of the conqueror. The main issues 
being determined, as they have been in the opinion 
of every honest thinker, the details are easily ad- 
justed; noris it necessary, in so doing, to humiliate 
or even annihilate the weaker and more unfortu- 
nate adversary. Magnanimity is a more formidable 
weapon than revenge or oppression; and if it had 
been more appreciated by those who controlled the 
popülar heart and the Governmentthe country would 
to-day be marching unitedly and proudly on the 
grand and glorious career of political and national 
progress which God and the Constitution of our 
fathers decreed, g g i 

It is not too late yet to repair mistakes. It is true 
the wounds inflicted by being kept constantly irri- 
tated are angry and festering; but the oil of mag- 
nanimity and justice poured into them will soothe 
and heal. Will you be the good Samaritan, Mr. 
Sprague, or will you pass by on the other side and 
leave your country in the hands of despoilers? 

In what I have said Ido not mean to arraign the 
patriotism or sincerity of the masses of the North, I 
accord to them the possession of these virtues in the 
same degree ns my own people, I can understand 
their aversion tosiavery, and, indeed, the dissolution 
of the country; but I claim that ag regards the moral 
and legal aspects of the controversy there were two 
sides, and the sword only decided these two ques- 
tions. These being settled, we become homogeneous 
and sympathetic in interests and institutions, and a 
prompt and thorough reconciliation should have fol- | 
jowed by the expunging of all discriminating legis- 
lation. | 

Time and impartial history will doubtlessdo exact | 
justice to the partiesto the late controversy, and we | 
of the South have faith that our descendants will | 
notscorn to refer with pride and -pleasure to their | 
ancestors of these times. But the South needs pres- | 
ent justice, and it is to be hoped that the sword of | 
vengeance so long unsheathed will be returned to its | 

i 
| 
i 
| 
i 
į 
i 
| 
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scabbard, und that the descendants of Washington, | 
Henry, Mason, Marshall, Madison, and Jefferson | 
will be allowed in this generation to enjoy the bless- 
ings of thutrich heritage of the freeman which those 
honored and venerated heroes achieved for them | 
through so much blood and suffering. j 

In the ardor of my feelings I fear I have written 
too much. My apology is my love of my country. 


rby sk l I not love my country? For gen- | 1e VA inte : 
aad wy epeuld.2 ` : As an example, I máy cite this city, where before 


erations past my ancestors upon both sides firs 
breathed tue pure and sacred air of the old mother 


' States, and their dust now rests within her bosom, :: y y 
Ris ' of $100,060. The consequence is that money is ex- 


awaiting the resurrection of the heroic dead. Both 
my paternal and maternal grandfati ersserved with 
honorable comunissions in the war of independence | 


which made usa nation. A great undle, who fell at 
Chew’s house while bearing a flag of truce by request 
of General Washington, now sleeps at Germantown 
in ahero’sgrave. My father—a colonel in the United 
States Army—defended with éredit, I trust, his coun- 
try’s rights and honor in the war of 1812. - From all 
these. patriotic and revered kindred 1 learned the 
teachings of political science which in these later days 
stamps me and my name with the disgrace of rebel 
and traitor. I leave God and impartial history and 
criticism to decide bétween me and my accusers, 
Hoping that you will appreciate the frankness and 


| sincerity, and may I not-add; patriotism: of one who 


isno politician, and who never held an office nor 
desires one, I subscribe myself, very respectfully, 


ee AUG. J. SMITH 
Hon. William Sprague, rae à 
United States Senate, Washington, D.C, 


No. 211 Souta SIXTH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, March 31, 1869. 


_ Dear Sir: Would I be intruding too much on your 
time and attention to request you to forward mea 
copy of your late argument on the repeal of the ten- 
ure-of-office act? The papers state that it has been 
published in pamphlet form for general circulation. 

Very truly, yours, A. A. HIRST, 
Hon. William Sprague, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


PETERSBURG; VIRGINIA, March 81, 1869, 


Sir: In the papers I have recently seen some ex- 
tracts from your speeches lately delivered in the 
Senate of the United States, which take so wise a 
view of the present and past political events that I 
feel a desire to read the entire speeches. I take the 
liberty, therefore, to write to you and to ask you, if 
they have been published in pamphlet form, to be so 
good as to send them to me. 

Your compliance with this request will greatly 
oblige your obedient servant, 

B. B. VAUGHAN. 


Senator Sprague. 


63 THIRD Street, New YoRg, 

March 31, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I venture, with some diffidence, to so far 
trespass upon your good nature as to request that 
you will kindly forward tome, if entirely convenient 
to yourself, a copy of your recent speech in the Sen- 


ate on the social and financial condition of the Uni- | 


ted States. T have only seen a very imperfect report 
of it, which greatly interested me, and I have en- 
deavored, vainly, to obtain a more full report with- 
out trespassing upon your kindness, | 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient. servant, 

N. Y. Correspondent of The Scotsman, of Edinburgh. 
Hon. William Sprague, , 

United States Senator, Washington. 


RICHMOND, March 31, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Your recent speech on the social, finan- 
cial, and political condition of our country is one of 
so much ability that I venture, although a stranger, 
to beg that you will send me a pamphlet cony of it 
for preservation among the speeches of 1869 which 
are most worthy of a place in the library. 


Very respectfully, 
ees P. H. AYLETT. 
Hon. William Sprague. 
PHILADELPHIA, March 2, 1869. 
Sir: Will you confer a favor upon me by sending 


me a copy of your speech lately made in the Senate | 


on the repeal of thetenure-of-office bill? Thespeech 
is warmly applauded by all parties here, and I would 
be very glad to read it in full. If you would favor 
me with a copy of it I would be very thankful, and 
it will oblige, yours, respectfully, 

ROBERT A. P. MOORE. 


| Hon. William Sprague. 


Portuann, Maine, March 26, 1869. 
Senator Sprague: Will you_be so kind as to send 
me a copy of your specch on the tenure-of-office act 
delivered in the Senate on the 2ith, and also that of 
the 19th, and oblige, yours, truly, 
FRANK W. WHITNEY. 


ALEXANDRIA, March 23, 1869, 
Sir: Although I have not the honor of your per- 
sonal acquaintance, yet I have taken the liberty to 


address you this letter, encouraged to do so by the 
able and independent speeches which you have re- 


t cently made in the Senate of the United States. 


T do not propose to discuss the subject of politics, 
with which I have nothing to do, but to call your 


attention to the great destitution in Virginia of the | 


capital necessary to all the interests of the State. 
As you areaware, the entire banking capital of the 
Stato having been invested in confederate bonds, 
bills were lust, leaving us without a single solvent 
bank in the State. a 
Since the close of the war a few banks of restrictive 
capital have been established here and there, but they 


i are few and far between, and utterly inadequate to 


supply the wants of the various interests of the State. 


the war we bad three banks with about a million 
dollars joint capital, now we have one with a capital 


ceediugiy scarce, and the rates of interest enormous, 
ranging from twelye to twenty-four per cent, per 


annum, : Insel not say to you that tio business in 
Virginia can pay such rates: and:prosper: They are 
necessarily impoverishing and destructive. = i.t.t 

-Money is greatly needed here; and. in nostipted 
measure, All ourinterests are languishing and. dying 
for the want of it. It is needed alike by merchants, 
farmers, and by our railroad companies, all of whom 
are in debt and require money at fair rates to pay 
off old debts and reconstruct themselves. 

Twenty millions. could be readily: and: profitably 
absorbed by Virginia. atone, and what may be- re- 
quired for other southern States I any not .able.to 
says Cannot. Congress be induced. to enlarge::the 
volume of circulation by-giving say one hundred 
millions to the southern: States?. Phe sum sounds 
large, but I am satisfied that it isnot greater than 
the wants of the country. Money must bo made 
cheaper before we can prosper. Make it cheap for 
five to ten years-and we shall by the expiration of 
that time be strong enough to stand the effects of any 
gradual contraction that may be found necessary. 
You may safely deplete a full man, but an empty one 
will die under such a process. . 

As Virginia has no representative in eithor House 
of Congress I have taken the liberty to address you, 
asking your attention to this subject, as it is one that 
concerns the country at large, forif one of the mem- 
bers suffer, all must in greater or less degree feel the 
effects. i , 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ran ‘ W. G6. CAZENOVE, 
Hon, William Sprague, 


United States Senate, Washingtor, D. Ce 


Port Pexn, DeLaware, March 26, 1869, 

_ Respected Sir: I read your remarks yesterday de- 
livered on the tenure-of-office law in the Senate, 
and they so fully accord with the feelings of my héart 
and convictions of my head that I cannot'refrain 
from expressing to you the high eppreciation I en- 
tertain of your defense of the laboring men and basi- 
ness men of the country; and I think with you that 
the business men of the country are by far the best 
legislators and most practical men, and from’ expe- 
rience know what the people want, and have a love 
and respect for the hard laboring men that the cold 
professional men can never feel, despising his hard 
hand, and never seeming to realize that they are 
recipients of his bounty. It is the experience of 
every farmer of Delaware to-day that the legislation 
of the national Government is crushing his very 
existence out; and men who in former times were 
prosperous and doing well are not able topay their 
laboring men at the low rates at which they are 
compelledtohirethem. If they have been liberated 
from their former masters. they are certainly bond- 
men to the tax-gatherers, and I honor the man that 
will stand up for their defense. 

Yours, respectfully, 
THOMAS F. STILWORTH. 
Hon. Senator Sprague, 3 


BALTIMORE, March 25, 1869, 
Dear Sir: Having seen 2 portion of your speech 
of yesterday on the tenure-of-office bill in this morn - 
ing’s paper, I am anxious to seo all of it, and take 
this liberty of writing to request thatif it has been 
printed in fall you will do me the honor to have it 
mailed to me. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. RICHARD SELBY. 


Hon. Senator Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


Pawtucket, March 24, 1869, 

Dear Sir: I have read and reread your speech 
before the Senate on the 15th instant, and also that 
on the 19th, as published in the Providence Journal, 
and I desire to express to you the pleasure and satis- 
faction I enjoyed from the perusal of both, 

Tam aware that the faithful discharge of your offi- 
cial duties must necessarily absorb so much of your 
time and patience as to leave you but little of either 
to bestow- on_outside and casual correspondents. 
Nevertheless. I must take the liberty to trespass on 
both so far as to assuré you that the bold and indé- 
pendent stand you have taken on some of the most 
important questions that have been discussed in 
Congress for the last thirty years has elicited the 
highest commendations from every man within the 
entire circle of my acquaintance, of whatever shade 
of opinion, many of whom were formerly your polit- 
ical opponents. 

Sir, you have boldly and fearlessly thrown down 
the gauntlet and drawn your sword in defense of 
perfect freedom of debate. Throw away the scab- 
bard, Prick the bubbles and strip the masks from 
political charlatans and leather-lunged lawyers, who 
have too long infested the Capitol of the nation, 
blocking the wheels of wholesome andjudicious legis- 
Jation merely for their own private advantage or to 
perpetuate the power of their party. 20 

Sir, yeu have but to tread firmly and fearlessly in 
the path you have marked out and the sympathy of 
the mass of the people will be with you, and you will 
seeure the admiration of your constituents, and the 
respect. and gratitude of every right-minded and 
yvight-thinking man throughout the country, 

That you may some day receive a generous reward 
for the eminent and arduous: services you have so 
cheerfully rendered and the sacrifices you have made 
for the credit of your native State and the honor of 
your country, is the sincere desire of your obedient 


coe JOHN HORSWELL. 
Hon. William Sprague. 

P. S. If the speeches above alluded to are pub- 
lished in pamphlet form copies would be thankfanly 
received. J 


Wrstove P. Q., SOMERSET COUNTY, Mp. i 
i 


Dear Sir: Plensesend me your speech on thesocial, 
political, and financial condition of tho country, and 
ou will oblige yours, very truly, 
4 JOHN S.SADLER. | 


Senator Sprague. 


PROYIDENCE, March 31, 1869. 


DearSir: Your latespeeches I haveread with much 
gratification, and am pleased with their truthfal- 
ness, and admire the fearlessness of their utterances. 
I think, and many others express the same thought, 
that there is not another Senator possessing moral 
courage sufficient to have so addressed the Senate, 
no matter how honest his convictions. We differ in 
polities, but when truth is uttered L am with the 
utterer.. If your speeches on finance and condition 
of our country are printed in pamphlet form will you 
please order a few sent to my address?. I do not 
write for self wholly, but by request of friends. 


Yours, very respectfully, ` 
è CHARLES G. TAFT. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


BAIMIMORE, MARYLAND, 
March 31, 1869. 


Dear Sir; Thanks to you and Hon. Mr. Grimes 
for your independence in trying to make Senators 
sink tho selfish politician and rise to the plane of 
the great interests of the whole country. You are 
hitting the nail on the head; and I eannot but be- 
lieve the God of truth and honesty has inspired you 
both, and will continue to inspire you to bring the 
machinations of evil men und spirits to nought. 
‘that you may see this glorious consummation and 
our oppressed people, North and South, Bast and 
West, relieved from tbe charlatanism would-be 


gtatesinen, is the sincere prayer of r 
Ra a? A CITIZEN. 
Hon. William Sprague, 


Senaior United States, Washington, D.C. | 


BALTIMORE, March 31, 1869. |} P 


Dear Sir: My attention was directed to a portion 
of your speech wherein you allude to the repetitions 


paralleled by the present. 

Tt isso rare to see the science of history so devel- 
oped that I must ask of you a copy of your speech at 
your convenience. 

havo in a work 
attention to the remarkabie cycles of history, show- 
ing, on the authority of Disraeli, that the events of 
‘Grecian and Romuu crises were reproduced in the 
days of Charles T and Cromwell, and subsequently 
-by the French Revolution, “the same principles 
terminated in the same results and the same person- 
ages in the same drama.” 

‘A History of the French Revolution by a Society 
of Latin Authors,” describing inimitably the various 
events, is actually written by the Roman authors 
themselves, _ 

There is a striking similitude between the downfall 
of Charles Xand Louis Philippe. Both were dethroned 

.at the age of seventy-four, both abdicated in favor of 
grandsons, cach ten years old. The previous combat 
with the people lasted three days; during the year 
preceding each fall bread rose to an exorbitant 
price; and, as if nature sympathized, terrific storms 
arose after each downfall. i 

{ might develop this remarkable principle further, 
put having occupied your valuable time sufficiently 
long, I have the honor to be, truly yours, 

GEORGE A. LEAKIN. 


of history, the days and events of Charles I being jį 


Hon. William Sprague. 


i WAR DEPARTMENT, 
WASHINGTON Crry, March 31, 1869. - 


Sir: I have the honor to-request that you will fur- | 

nish me with two or three copies of your late speeches | 

delivered before the Senate. | 
S. E. SLATER. 


Very respectfully, 
. Adjutant Geaeral’s Office. 
Ion. William Sprague, United States Senator. 


2 


MLAESHALL HALL POST OFFICE, f 
CHARLES COUNTY, MARYLAND, 
March 23, 1869. 


Dear Sir: A few days ago Isaw in the National 
Intelligencer a few quotations from a speech made 
by you recently in the Senate upon the ~ condition 
of the finances and state of the country.” If your 
speech has been published in full I shall be obliged 
to you for it, and for anything elso you may desire 
‘to distribute. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servan ! industrial, bless the nation at large. 


t, 
TE N. LY AN, 
Hon. Senator Sprague. oe Ena 


Satan i 


Dear Sir: Your. efforts by legislation to improve | 
our money market receives our hearty commenda- 
tion. Your idea of lawyers, philosophers, theorists, 
and politicians, as against the material business in- 
terests of the country, is correct; and for one I hope 

„you will publish the idea at every opportunity. 

Let me continue yours, Åc., 

J.M.HAYNES, 


PROVIDENCE, March 30, 1869. 
Dear Senator: I see by the report of your speeches 
that you have taken what might be termed, meta- 
phorically speaking, 
fo pursue the metaphor you have raised such a 
dust with you wings at starting that it is somewhat | 
dificult for us here ta determine the course you in- i 


entitled the Periodic Law called i 


i 

| 

Aveusta, Maryn, March 29, 1869, | 
[i 

i 

i 


“an airy flight” in polities. |: 
\ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


Did | 
? Ifso, I 
| presume you have not had leisure to reply in conse- 


tend taking, much less where you will alight. 
you get my letter of a week or more since 


quence of weightier matters. It is of no great conse- 
quence any way. Your views in many respects meet 
mine, but some things I do not understand, and 
should be explained to your friends. I refer partic- 
ularly to what you say of Grant’s inaugural on the 
public debt. [tis liable to miseonstruction., If any 
kind of policy is indicated by. the new Administra- 


| tion as to appointments in Rhode Island, please 


inform we; and if your speeches are to be published 
in pamphlet form please send me one copy. 


Yours, traly, ; 
y WILLIAM D. BRAYTON. 


Wasuinctoy, March 30, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I have noticed inthe daily journals that 
your speech recently delivered in the Senate on the 
“Social, Political, and Financial Condition of the 
Country” is about to be published in pamphlet 
form, I would most respectfully thank you for & 
copy of it, as I have only been able to get a small 
portion of it from the papers. . ae) 

‘Truly yours, &¢., A. W. SWEENY. 
Hon. Mr. Sprague, United States Senator. 


No.1 PARK PLACE, 
New York Ciry, March 30, 1869. 
Dear Sir: If you have your specches on the ten- 
ure of office in pamphlet form I wish you would 
send me two or three copies of each. There is, as 


j you wisely suggest, much reason for alarm at the 


present time. a 

I should be very glad to see you the noxt time you 
are in New York. 

Truly, yours, E. THAYER. 
Hon. W. Sprague, United States Senator. ` 


Caxias, March 31, 1869. 


My Dear Sir: Your speech makes a sensation. 
leasesend me a copy. S e 
Yours, truly, E. A. PIKE. 


! Governor Sprague. 


| proposition to repeal or 


IIGHLAND, BRADFORD COUNTY, Pa., 
March 29, 1869. 


Sir: I have just read with great satisfaction an 
extract from a speech you recently delivered on the 
modify the tenure-of-office 
law. In this you assert that it has not been partisan 
skill in administration or legislation, but labor, and 
labor only, that has so advanced the material inter- 


| ests, and thereby so elevated tho character of the 
i nation, and that lawyers are the bane of both ad- 


: did not disclose them to him. 


ministration and legislation in our country. Greater 
truths were never uttered, and as a Republican citi- 
zen 1 thank you for them. I only regret that there 
are so many among us who will not see and cannot 
fully appreciate their force. Partisans have so long 
claimed the credit of making the nation, and law- 
yers have so long ruled as to constitute it almost an 
axiom that neither political organ ion or govern- 
ment can exist without the latter. ‘bis pernicious 
dogma must be changed or great evil will again 
come upon theimid, it seems to me that our Presi- 
dent has a bias toward your theory, but it is not 
marked enough to make it eticaciousat present, It 
would be a great blessing if we could have the Qov- 
ernment administered by your standard; and can we 
not soeducate the people to their true interests dur- 
ing the next four years as to bring this about? 

will gladly lenda hang to this end, and believing 
your ideas popular with the reading and thinking 
public, it doesappear to be practicable to guide these 
classes into an affective organization. Besides, all 
over the country the working people are anxiously 
inquiring into the causes which fatilize their in- 
dustry. They see the effect, but the cause seems to 
be hidden to most of them. Mischievons theorics 


| of capital are constantly inculcated. This leads to 


antagonism, and often Ia 
on which it subsists in its blindness and rage to strike 
at something. At present the working people's 
movements are aimless, and discordant councils pre- 


the very means 


‘vail. Through enlightenment and direction thiscan 


be developed into a triumph by your election to the 


head of the nation, and then, through you,reach the |: 


consummation so much needed. 

_ My idea is that working men would readily run 
into organization under the name of Workingmen’s 
League—secret urnot,asexpediency showldsuggest— 
and then, ifinielligently and wisely governed, would 
soon combine in one whole that entire power of our 
nation, and thus, by seeking special benefit to the 
: This seems the 
more feasible to me because the laborers of this 
country, in every department of useful employment, 
are more than dissatisfied with the knavery, greed, 
and arrogance of the present political parties. 

_ Lam a farmer by profession, a Republiean in pol- 
itics, and that Lam not a myth, refer you to Senator 
CAMERON, who knows mewell, though he does not 


! sympathize with my notions, and I would rather you 


Would be pleased to 
know more fully your convictions on the subject 


į treated of at your leisure. 


With great respect, I remain, yours, truly. 


3 


E. GUYER. 
His Excellency ex-Governor Sprague, 
United States Senate. 


UNITED STATES ĪNTERNAL REVENUE, 
PHILADELPHIA, Mareh 29, 1809, 
My DearSir: Tf your speech in reference to law- 
yors, &e.. is published in pamphict form, T would be 


April 22, 


greatly obliged if you would send a few copies to this 


office. 
| Respectfully, yours, J0. SEVERNS. 


Navy-Yaro, Wasurneton, D. C., 

i 7 March 29, 1869. 
Sir: I have the honor to request the favor at your 

hands of a copy of the late speech you delivered in 

the Senate. 

! Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES E. SIMMONS. 
Hon. Mr. Sprague, 


United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


PHILADELPHIA, March 27, 1869. 
Sir: Will you beso good as to send me a copy of 
your recent speeches in the Senate on the tenure-of- 
office bill, and in reply to Senator Nye? Lhbegleavo 
tocongratulate you on the onlanced reputation those 
speeches have won you. d 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY FLANDERS. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


Mippietown, New Yorn, March 27, 1869. 


Senator: Please send copies of your late speeches 
on the tenure-of-office bill, and oblige, yours, very 


respectfully, 
JOSEPH D. FRIEND. 
Hon. William Sprague, Senator, Washington, D. C. 
Brooxiyy, Nåw York, March 27, 1869. 


Dear Sir: If you print either of your recent 
speeches in pamphlet form, will you oblige me with 
a copy thereof? 

Very respectfully, yours, 


ie GORDON L. FORD. 
Hon. William Sprague. 
Pirvspurc, March 26, 1869. 
Senator Sprague: I must have the gratification of 
thanking you as one among the tew who remain true 
to our country and her institutions, A lifelong 
Republican myself, 1 fecl that of late we aro drifting 


into dangerous waters. 
THOMAS MELLON, 


Respectfully, yours, A 
Judge of Court of Common Pleas. 


i TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
i March 27, 1889. 

Sir: I inclose a copyof a letter written by me to 
the New York Express, and suggested by your speech 
in the. Senate on Friday of last week. L have long 
been of the opinion that the national and State Legis- 
latures were too exclusively under the control of 
lawyers for the advancement of the public good. We 
need more men in Congresslikethe late James Lloyd, 
of Massachusetts, who was one of the firstmerchants 
of the day; Mr. Silsbee, of the same State, and Abbot 
Lawrence, Nathan Appleton, &e. But the diffi- 
culty is, such men soon become disgusted with public 
life as it is at ,resent constituted, and retire from the 
public councils to the more congenial atmosphere 
of private life atthe very time when their services 
have become valuable to the nation, 

Trusting that the people of Rhode Island will sus- 
tain you in your prosent attitude of hostility to legis- 
ative empiricism, I have the honor to be, very re- 


spectfully, 
WINSLOW M. WATSON. 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


P. S. When your speeches are printed in pamphlet 
form I will thank you for a copy. 


Boston, March 28, 1869. 


Mr, Senator Sprague: Asvorking man myself, and 
recognizing the truth of your remarks in the Senate, 
I would take it as a favor if you would send me a few 
copies of your speech for distribtition, and also, if 
convenient, such other documents as bear onthe mat- 
ters spoken of, but, above all, the speech. I would 
write to the Representative from my own district, 
' put it would in all likelihood amount to nothing. 

: Yours, truly, i 
ji THOMAS G. STODDARD. 


‘CoLusBus, OHIO, March 29, 1869. 
Sir: I beg leave to request of you acopy of your 
speech of the 24th instant, in the Senate. 
. Very respectfully, H. E. AVERILL. 
' Ton, William Sprague, United States Senate. 


Provipenrce, March 80, 1869. 


’ Dear Sir: The puny criticisms on the telegraphic 
| reports of your speeches by those who are ever ready 
i to give you a stab, vanish into thin air after reading 
| the entire speeches. The sledge-hammer strokes 
; when you bearded the lion in his den have made @ 
i lasting impression, and the wonder is that such 
| palpable facts-were not before exposed. i 
: You speak of the “interest with which you listened 
| to the inaugural address. until the President spoke 
of the sacredness of the debt, when you became dis- 
couraged and disheartened.” This has been con- 
strued by some as meaning repudiation instead of 
what was evidently your meaning, that you was tired 
of this prating about the national debt regardless 
of the more momentous and weightier matter of 
legislation for promoting the prosperity and indua- 
tries of the country. 
Yours, faithfully, 


Hon. William Sprague, Wrshinoton. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


LEXINGTON, Kentucky, March 22, 1869. 


Doar Sir: If you have any printed copy of your 
speech, extracts of which are published in the Na- 
tional Intelligencer of the 18th, please seng it to me. 
It is that of a surgeon operating for a terrible ulcer, 
operating with skill and science combined. 


Very respectfully, yours, &c.. 
x LESLIE COOMBS. 
Senator Sprague. 


BROOKLYN, New. York: March 31, 1868. 


Sir: Will you favor me with a copy of your late 
speech in the Senate, as also with copies of any docu- 
mentsin which in the future you may be prominent? 

Admiration for you as a representative man in 
this country prompts this request. 

Very respectfully, FRANK C. ALGER. 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


PHILLIPSBURG, New JERSEY, March 31, 1869. 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate: 
Please do me the kindness to send me a pamphlet 
copy of your late speech in the Senate, and oblige, 


yours, truly, 
THADDEUS G. RICE. 


WILLIAMSPORT, PENNSYLVANIA, 


March 31, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Have noticed with pleasure the recent 
able addresses made by you. Persevere in your 
course, and future generations will rise up and call 
you blessed. f 

Could you furnish me with a copy of the one I 
understand you are publishing in pamphlet form? 

I am, most respectfully, yours, traly, 

_ 0. H. REIGHARD. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


Bosrox, March 29, 1869. 


Sir: Will, Mr. Sumner do me the honor to mail a 
copy or copies of Senator Sprague’s recent speeches 
in the Senate, when in print? 


I have the honor, &e., very respectfully, 


CHARLES 0. EATON. 
Hon. Charles Sumner, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


WICKFORD, Raons Isuanp, Murch 29, 1869. 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate: 

I have just completed the reading of your second 
speech in the United States Senate on the bill to re- 
peal the act regulating the tenure of civil office. 
read also with much Satisfaction your speech of the 
week previous on the same bill, in both of which the 
metal has the rightring. The statements, so truthful 
and momentous, are worthy to be coined into house~ 
hold words. I honor you for every sentence, and for 
the boldness with which you were enabled to pour 
them forth in the face of the United States Senate, 
many of whose members, it is to be regretted, have 
never yet conceived a practical idea of the great 
principles ofrepublican government, Godspeed you 
in the further endeavor to prosecute the work so weil 
and fearlessly begun. 3 

This is the first time in my life that Tever attempted 
the recognition or indorsement of a public speech; 
but there isso much in yours of such vital interest 
to the American people (leaving out lawyers and 
politicians) that L cannot withhold my hearty in- 
dorsement. Itmay beofbuttheslightestconsequence, 
coming, as it does, from a bumble farmer, but, nev - 
ertheless, one of the American people and your fel- 


low-citizen,. i 
A.B. CHADSEY. 


Wasurxctox, D.C., March 29, 1869. 
Sir: If the two speeches made by youin the Senate 
on the repeal of the tenure-of-office act are printed 
T would respectfully ask thatacopy of eachbesentme. 


Very respectfully, 
LEOPOLD EVERT. 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


PETERSBURG, VIRGINIA, March 28, 1869. 

Sir: I write to beg of you a copy, if, published, of 
a speech recently delivered by you in the Senate 
upon the repeal of the tenure-of-office law. It has 
excited much favorable comment from our press, 
and Í trust it may not be too much for me to ask this 
kindness of you. 

ILoping that the views presente 
have seen may soon prevail in t 
you area distinguished member, L 


servant, 
eae THOMAS R. JOYNES. 
Hon, Mr. Sprague, United States Senator. 


Nuw York, March 27, 1869. 


My Dear Sir: Having read your recent able speech 
in the Senate, and impressed with the force and the 
power and the truth expressed therein and the inde- 
pendence with which they are uttered, I take tho 
liberty of writing you, congratul ating you upon it. 
T inclose herewith a production of mine, which em- 
bodies somewhatsimilar views, though expressed in a 
different form. Lregret that I have not a more pre- 
sentable copy, but the accompanying is the best that 
Lean yet present it in. 

With great regard, yours, J. E. TUEL. 
Hon. William Sprague, 

United States Senate, Washington, 


din the extracts I 
he body of which 
am, your obedient 


D. €. 


i The issue o 


MACON, GEORGIA; Mareh 21,4869, 


Dear Sir: I have seen several extracts from your 
specch recently delivered in the Senate. Reading 
of those extracts has giyen me agreat desire to read 
the whole speech. ill you do me the favor to send 
it to me? . L have one other favor to ask of. you. 
you (Congress) should reconstruct us again, please 

iveusa kind master as possible, I would prefer 

eneral Meade myself. At any rate, send us an old 
Army officer, rather than one of our home loyalists. 
Ltrust you may not deem me impertinent in making 
the foregoing requests. Thelatter one, {I assure you, 
is the general wish of the masses in this State. We 
care very little about polities, reconstruction, &e.; 
all we'wish is to be allowed to follow our business, 
and to be secure in the fruits of ourindustry. Please 
send me the speech, and any other documents you 
think proper for a rebel to read. The word rebel is 
used in the northern sense. 

Yours, very respectfully, T. J. SIMMONS. 


Senator Sprague. 


SHARON, CONNECTICUT, March 27, 1869. 
Honored Sir; I have read an extract from your 
speech in the Senate of the United States, March 24 
instant, on the tenure-of-office bill, and it accordsso 
well with my own views and feelings that I will 
thank youif you will send me one or more of the 
same speech published in full, which will much oblige 


your obedient servant, 
ae CHARLES SEARS. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


; Wasuineton Orry, March 26, 1869. 


Dear Sir: In your late speeches and efforts for the 
good of the Government you have the sympathy of 
as many as have listened to you or have read your 
speeches. I believe I know of more than a million 
dollars due the Government by persons who have 
been in the military and civil service, and yet these 
persons though wealthy are not made to settle. The 
corruption that has existed in the last ten years, and 
particularly in the last four years, in high places in 
the Government is unparalleled. 
good can be done by bringing these things to light, 
and the Government can save and make money b 
compelling the delinquents to refund. I believe 
could assist a good deal, and I would gladly do so. A 
letter as below would reach me. 

Respectfully, &e., H. M. NEWELL. 
Senator Sprague. 


New York, March 28, 1869. 
Please send me, if convenient, a copy of your two 
speeches which are atiracting so much attention. 
The newspaper summary, though comparatively full, 
is still unsatisfactory. I shall feel obliged. : 
Yours, respectfully, J. W. O'BRIEN. 
Ion. William Sprague, Senator. 


65 WALL STREET, NEW YORK, 
March 26, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Will you do me the favor to send me a | 


copy of the speech you delivered in the Senate on 
Wednesday, the 24th instant, and oblige. respectfully, 


W. S. FIELDING. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


March 2%. 

Dear Governor: I support your ideas in a leader 
of this morning which I inclose. One of our other 
editors makes commentalso on Mr. Sprague by some 
curious freak of presidential unearthing. Never be 
astonished at any of the vagaries of the Herald. 
You must take it good, bad, and indifferent, believ- 
ing thatit all helps to create glory. I wrote you from 
Providence on Sunday last. ; 

Yours, CHURCH. 

i WASHINGTON, March 26, 1889. 
Hon. William Sprague: 

As Ihave for more than twenty years thought all 
Lknew how to think on the financial problem, you 
will allow me to suggest that any legislation which 
tends to change our present system back to specie 
basis and payments will be exceedingly unwise ; 
that the present system has proved itself the best we 
have ever had. i . 

2. Thatit would bein bad faith to withdraw from 
any part of the country any investments already 
made and locate the same in any other part of the 
country. Those bonds were not] 
limit or restriction, and their withdraw 
grossly unjust. À 

3, The issue and sale of $50,000,000 in bonds for 
the benefit of the South and West, or double that 
amount, purchaseable in greenbacks, the bonds 
drawing three per cent., would retire that amount. 
f the notes would fill the vacuu 
notes in eirenlation would equalize themselves, and 
no inconvenience would be felt. At the vend of the 
next year another $100,000,000 could be issucd, and 
so on until all the greenbacks are retired. 

This would be better for the commerce of the 
country and save the per cent. on gold. 

Thus it seemeth to one in humble life. 


R fully, 
espectfully JOHN B. WOLFF. 


al would be 


Pine PLAINS, NEW YORK, March 25, 1803. 
Dear Sir: Can you oblige by sending 2 couple 
copies of your speech delivered on the 2ith instant ? 
Tho brief report of it in congressional proceedings 
published in the Tribune of next day happening to 


A great deal of 1 


t purchased with any | 


m, the | 


il 


| 
i 
| 


i was atones p 
i by the sherif 


: addressing you; 


1 


meet'my eye and that of a friend siraek.us.as being 
£o original, in publie expression‘at least, and so called 
for; that we desire to possess fall-copies You will 
confer quite a favor by compliance. : 
Wishing you-long life, usefulness, and happiness, 


very truly, &e., 
: HEN N. 
Hon. William Sprague, ypy ALTMAN 
United States Senator, Washington, D.C. 


CuarLorin, N.C., March 26, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I see from the Chronicle that you have 
lately made two speeches on the tenure-of-office bill, 
and being much struck with the boldness and origin - 
ality of your views as eminently suited to the wants 
gf tho times I would be glad if you could send me 
opies. 2 
If you have time, and feel any interestin the próg- 
ress of public opinion here in the South, I trust you 
will glance over the inclosed letter of mine, and you 
will see, if’ I comprehended you rightly, that our 
views run somewhat in the same direction. “As a , 
citizen, a parent, and a Christian, I feel deep con- 
cern at the general demoralization of the. country, 
and I heartily rejoice when those in high places have 
the candor and courage to speak words of soberness 


and truth, 
Truly, yours, &c., RUFUS BARRINGER. 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D.C. 


Urrne MARLBORO’, Mo., March 25, 1869. 


My Dear Sir: I would be greatly obliged if you 
would send me a pamphlet copy of your late speech 
in the United States Senate. I have read only ox- 
tracts from itin the National Intelligencer, and have 
been so forcibly struck with its characteristic qual- 
ities as to beg that you will favor me with the entire 
speech. : 

I agreewith you thoroughly in your viewsin regard 
to the critical and dangerous point at which we are 
about to arrive, if not already reached, in the finan- 
cial and industrial condition of the country, and 
still more thoroughly in your independent and pa- 
triotic course in speaking plainly to the ** powers 
that be” that supercilious arrogance over. popular 
rights cannot long be maintained in a free country. 

{ have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 


obedient servant, 
THOMAS F. BOWIE, 
Senator Sprague. 


Roox 10, No. 119 Broapway, New YORK, 
March 25, 1869, 
Doar Sir: I have been so well pleased with the 
meager reportsof your late speeches on thecondition 
of the country and the civil-tenure-office bill that ng 
apology is made in asking you to frank me copies of 
them for examination and preservation. 


Respectfully, yours, 
THALES LINDSLEY. 


| Hon, William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


BALTIMORE, March 25, 1869. 


Honorable Sir: Having read in the Bun of to-day 
asketch of your speech in the Senate yesterday, and 
it having awoke within me all the solicitude for my 
country a humble mechanicis supposed to possess, 
because it contained plain facts and truths which it 
is our rare Jot to hear fall from representatives, 
and although differing with you in politics, I must 
confess such truths as are contained in your speech 
make me stop and think. You will pardon me for 
the presumption ofaddressing you, but my desire to 
procures copy of same, that may calmly peruse. an 
be benefited by same, is the only excuse I baye for 
therefore, if possible, I would re- 
furnish me with a copy of same. 
t will mect with your favorable 
in all sincerity, yours, most 


T. A. SJAMART. 


spectfully ask you to 
Hoping my reques 

consideration, 1 am, 

respectfully, 


Senator Sprague. 
P:S. I make the request s 


have been printed. ` 


upposing the:speech to 
L.A. J: 


aha 


Mount AIRY, PHILADELPHIA, Margh 25, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Yourspeech in the Senate the other day 
Tread with pleasure. I wish all Senators would speak 
and act as you do. p 

What is wanted to restore harmony is amoro per- 
fect union between the cotton spinners and the cot- 
ton growers, between the cotton gin and the cotton 

ennie. 
i When I was in Washington I exerted myself to 
get up an association which I named ‘The Union 
Cotton Supply Company.” I wished to unite in it 
all the cotton growers and all the cotton spinners. 
but I did not succeed. I think, however, it may be 
the foundation of the Union League, which has 
become a partisan political band. 

The intelligent business men of the Suuth should 
unite with the intelligent business men of the North, 
and then there would be peace. The capital or money 
of the State should be employed in exerting or pro- 
ducing instead, as now, in speculating upon that 
which is already produced. Thecireulating medium 
should be increased instead of ratherthan diminished, 
Ìf it bo diminished widespread ruin will overshadow 
the land. x 

I have heard my father relate what widespread 
ruin like a hurricane passed over the countryin 1789, 
when all State paper money Was repudiated by that 
clause in the Constitution, nothing but gold and 
silver alegal tender by the States. All paper money 
ut out of cirealation,and property sald 

for a trifle of its former values - : 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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Gradually and slowly the United States Bank be- 
an to cireulate paper money and restore confidence. 
myself witnessed the destruction of that bank in 
812. Twas in Boston then. Gilbert I. Dean, the 
great broker of thatday, failed—the merchants failed, 
the builders failed, &e, . , 

In 1817 I was in Phil-delphia. The banks did not 
pay specie, Silver was at a premium of twenty-two 
percent. Business was good, the people were pros- 
perous, and the laborers fuliyemployed. he Legis- 
lature passed a law obliging the banks to resume 
specie payments, They wiibdrew their paper circu- 
lating medium, and did return to specie. 

In 1819 there was great distress and failure among 
the merchants. John Stoddart, a large dealer in 
real estate, failed. William B. Slaughter, a large 
importer of dry goods, and others {could name, all 
failed, owing to the derangement of the currency by 
the Government. In 1837 I wasin active business 
in Philadelphia, and witnessed and felt the destruc- 
tion of the second Bank of the United States. The 
State stocks of Pennsylvania were at 113 for 100; 
they feli to 40. All business was prostrated; laborers 
were seeking employment at seventy-five cents a 
day, and two thirds of the workmen were without 


or 

In 1857 I was in Washington, writing essays in 
favor of a railroad to the Pacific. You were then in 
active business, and know more about the breakage 
and the cause of it than I do. I calculate another 
great ruin will come upon the country about the 
years 1873 and 1874 unless the wisdom of Congress 
prevent. 

Respectfully, 

CHARLES FREDERICK FLETCHER. 


Hon. Senator Sprague. 


Lewistown, Pa., March 29, 1869. 


Dear Sir: A speech which you delivered in the 
United States Senate Friday last has created some 
sensation in political circles, and seeing extracts 
alone is not entirely satisfactory. Will you favor me 
with a copy of the speech, and oblige, yours respect- 


fully, &e., 
H. FRYSINGER, 
Hon. William Sprague. 


New York, March 25, 1869, 


Dear Sir: I cannot refrain from expressing my 
thanks for your courageous and sagacious speech 
upon the incapable and unworthy character of mem- 
bers of Congress. It is to be hoped you will continue 
to expose the hypocritical and shallow claims of poli- 


ticians, and show the utter materialism of the ruling | 


classes of the people of the United States—their ab- 
sorption in selfish and immoral schemes. Notwith- 
standing their loud claims for patriotism and reli- 
gion, that with the full blaze of the civilization of 


the nineteenth century to instructand guide the peo- į 


ple, there never was a people among whom the pa- 
rental, marital, and moral obligations bad so slight 
a control; where commercial honesty, veracity, and 
a regard for the sanctity of an oath are so little 
regarded, every few years bringing its mercantile and 
financial revolutions, with cohorts of bankrupts, 
real or pretended, followed with national bankrupt 
acts and commissioners to furnish means to the dis- 
honest to defraud, and then glory in their shame. It 
is notan uncommon event for parties to obtain large 
eredits upon the boasted profits of a fraudulent 
pankruptey; and the class who seemed to have the 


greatest influenee in public and social affairs, whose | 


names are always paraded in the newspapers as 
patrons and supporters of so-called publie and patri- 
otic meetings, who dine and toast the distinguished 
stranger or “galorious’”’ general, &., are the ones 
whose arms have been deepest in the public purse, 
making merchandise of their principles. 


san act; the utter want of independence or manliness 
among those who by wealth and education are raised 
above the more sordid motives; the bad faith and 
despotism exercised toward the South since the close 
of the war; their haughty treatment of inferiors with 


whom they come in contact, and yet blatant advo- | 


cates of equality and universal suffrage in the South, 
T thank you again for your sharp criticism of Grant’s 
gold debt obligation. Itis much to your honor, and 


men will recognize it. that with your large wealth | 


and doubtless large Government bond investment, 
you have risen superior to your selfish interest, and 


spoken out one good strong word for the poor over- | 


taxed millions who have no bonds nor money beyond 
their daily earnings. Itisa matter of pride to mo 
that you point out and detect what [have remarked, 
that the legislation of the country, that is, the dom- 
inant party, is confined to conserving the interest of 
the bondholders or moneyed class; that, availing 
themselves of the popularity the war gave them, they 
have carried the election, and now control the posi- 


tion; and forgetting the masses whose votes they | 
begged, now turn, with hatin hand, to Wall street, | 
and ask the Dives of that precinct, “ What is your | 


pleasure?’ 


Rest assured, all the projects for a return to specie | 
payments or to harden into gold the paper obliga- | 


tions of the Government will return upon the pate 
ofthe party advocating it. ‘Phe commercial, manu- 
facturing, and agricultural interests of the country 
to-day are but staggering along under its burdens 


and precarious interest. Anything that proposes to | 
shrink that property, real or personal, will involve | 
the whole land in distress, and arouse a feeling of | 


retaliation against the capitalist that may reach 
even to the title to his houses and Jards. The law- 
Jess encruschments upon the constitutional rights of 
the executive and judieial departments of the Gov- 
erument are reaching down te the people. We see 
ít io the frequency of murders and high crimes, the 


; eight) and I 


i 
| 
i 
if 
i 
i 
| 
| 
i 
t 


i disregard of law, the absorption of property and 


common rights by Jarge corporations: all point un- 
mistakably to anarchy without God in His providence 
controls the hearts of men to peaceful measures. 
The shallow men you refer to think all is serene 
while they can make merchandise of principles, but 
they will all yet learn that this people cannot go 


through a war such as the recent one has been with- | 


out demoralization and poverty—that we are poorer 
than we were. d 
cannot be made consumers and destroyers without 
its results. : sa 

Knowing from general reputation your position as 
a Republican Senator with strong party associations, 
I was the more surprised at your independence and 
unselfish spirit, and believing you are among the 
few who discern the signs of the times, J, without 
apology, congratulate you, and would add my slight 
encouragement to urge you to greater efforts, The 
worship of mammon is such a controlling spirit that 
few feel that they can afford thesacrifice. Lam glad 
to think you are one that can afford it, and have the 
pluck to do it. TAD . 

As a stranger, and to avoid misconception, I would 
state that my birth, home, interest, and all I possess, 
are locatedin the North; and asking no favors beyond 
the common one of an independent judgment I have 
written the within with some slight hope it would 
encourage you to persevere in your manly course, 

Very respectfully, JAMES HOPKINS. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


No. 48 Dry street, New York, 
March. 25, 1869, 

Dear Sir: Although a stranger to you personally, 
I cannot refrain from thanking you for the manner 
in which you have lately exposed the facts in regard 
to the legislative incapacity of our times, and the 
consequent retrograde movement of the great social 
and industrial interests of this country. 

The laughter of some Senators may be echoed by 
the galleries, (it is “the wincing of the galled jade,’’) 
but the facts you state, as reported in the sketch of 
your remarks, inthe Senate yesterday, and on a pre- 
vious oceasion, cannot be successfully controverted; 
and I hear on all sides sentiments of warm approval 
of your plain and independent manner of presenting 
them. For one, I trust you will not be deterred by 
sneers or affected ridicule from maintaining your 
position; and further, that you will carry the warinto 


the very heart of the dominion where the evil reigns, | 


You have struck a chord the vibration of which will 
be responded to in the sentiments of all who desire 


to see the country governed on those lofty principles ; 
which promote the virtue and excite the pride of its | 


people and the admiration of mankind. r 
Without any apology for thus intruding this hasty 
card of thanks upon you, I am, very respectfully, 
your obcdient servant, 
CHARLES HOPKINS. 
Hon. Senator Sprague, Washington, D, C. 


CLEVELAND, Onto, March 25, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Your speech of yesterday has comforted 


| thousands. It is the first Republican sentiment that 
has come from the United States Senate for a long | 


| time. 


I have always voted the ** Republican” so-called 


i ticket since I was twenty-one, (I am now twenty- | 
am convinced that I have been de- | 
| ceivedin the main,and that [havebecn voting against | 
the “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” 

i of the mass of our people; I have been helping to | 
deprive them ofa large portion of the fruits of their | 
A fair statement of the policy ofthe Repub- |; 
|! licean ” Congress clique—for it is nothing more nor less į 
i than an immensely successful clique or ring—has 


labor. 


made me repent of my support of the party; but not 


The solid and uniform indorsement of every parti- |) 1o morace the so-called Democratic party, or any 


And I have made many think as Inow 


do; and I am perfectly sure that by a fair state- 


| ment of the operation of the ** public debt,” of the į 


* tariff,’ of the partiality of Congressin repudiating 
one class of publie debts to more thoroughly secure 
another class, i 
fore every citizen of the United States, with a sag- 
gestion for a new party, would change the minds of 


four fifths of all who read it, except the immensely | 
wealthy holders of securities, so that it weuld be j 


impossible for the present ‘* previous question mon- 
archy ” to again take their seats in any ofice in the 
gift of the people. 

It would not cost $28,000 to do this; and what a 
God-send it would be to the people of this country! 
I was one of the stubbornest party supporters. I had 
never read more than one side of any question for 
years, Nine tenths of the people ean be undeceived 
more easily than Iwas. 
Sprague! Do it again. 


Yours, respectfully; E. A. STUMM, 


Operator Western Union Telegraph Company. | 


Senator Sprague, 


Boston, Mareh 25, 1869. 


Senator Sprague, Washington, D. C.: 
We are pleased to see that you arestirring up a set 


of fossil lawyers that are loafing around the Senate. i 


Continue to punch them uniil you get a few grains 
of common sense into their heads. We are active 


Republicans, but feel that the Senate is not accu- | 


rately representing thecommon sense of the country. 


Go ahead! 
Yours, &c., F. G. WILLMONT. 


CONTINENTAL HOTEL, 
PHILADELPHIA, Harch 25, 1869. 


Sir: Accident favored me in permitting my pres- | 


ence in the gallery of the Senate at thetime you had 


One or two millions of producers į 


s, in pamphlet form, laid post-paid be- | 


i to do with its government. 


Three cheers for Senator |! 


occasion to refer to the numerical preponderance of 
the members of the legal profession in both Houses 
of the United States Congress. This morning I pe- 
rused with much interest your speech of yesterday,in 
which you reassert the leading points of your former 
argument, and, at therisk of trespassing too far upon 
your valuable time, I venture to offer my brief felici- 
tations upon your happy selection of the weakest 
point to which our present system of government is 
open to attack. 

I cannot but believe that any expression of sym- 
pathy and good will toward your efforts to amelior- 
ate the evils which afilict the existing condition of 
political affairs may not bealtogether without regard 
as indicating the existence of a knowledge of the 
dangers which environ, us asa people, and an carnest 
desire to see them avoided or tided over, if possible. 

Hoping that you will perseverein the path youhave 
chosen, and remember that the immediatereward of 
all social reformers has been that awarded to Aris- 
tides, “the just,” and that if you fail of apprecia- 
tion at the moment you have reason to expect at 
least the sincere esteem of posterity and the bless- 
ings of future generations, I have the honor to sub- 
scribe myself, with high respect, 

ALBERT WARREN KELSEY, 
of Belmont, Massachusettes, 
Senator Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


New Loxpon, Conyxcricut, March 25, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you oblige me with a fuller report 
of your admirable remarks of yesterday than the 
daily papers furnish? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. W. BENTLEY. 
Hon. William Sprague, 


United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


PHILADELPHIA, Mareh 25, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I have been so much pleased with what 
I have seen of your speech delivered yesterday that 
I would be grateful for a more extended account 


fit. 
Tery respectfully, CHARLES D. BIRD. 


Senator Sprague. 


34 WALL STREET, New York, Mareh 25, 1869. 


My Dear Sir: Though a stranger to you, permit 
me to thank you for the sentiments expressedin your 
speech yesterday in the Senate. The narrow views 
of public questions taken by so many of those occu- 
pying bigh positions has long been a curse to our 
country. Men who have never traveled out of tho 
narrow rut of their profession cannot be expected to 
embrace in the scope of their vision the needs and 
requirements of the many-formed industries of a 
great people. : : 

With sincere respect, believe me, very truly, yours, 
R G. WRIGHTSON. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


CHICAGO, March 25, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I would be most happy to receive your 
autograph for my collection. By filling out the 


‘| inclosed card and returning you will greatly oblige, 
| yours, very truly, - 


DEM. H. PRESTON. 
Senator Sprague, Washington, D.C. 


Curry or Boston, March 24, 1869. 
Hon. Senator Sprague, of Rhode Island + 
Permit me to ask your kindness to provide me a 
copy of your noble speech in relation to the war and 
dictatorial power, &c., of the Senate, as published in 
the Globe. The speech is praised by your friends 


here as the true ring. 
Your aged friend, WILLIAM EMMONS. 


Horrman Hovusn, New Yorn, March 24, 1869, 

Dear Sir: Allow me to testify to the pleasure ex- 
perienced upon reading some of your late speeches 
and remarks in the United States Senate. The day 
will come when you can refer tothem as prophecics, 
‘The people of this country have, indeed, but little 
The selfish aims and 
ambitions of the majority of those elected to.repre- 
sent the people, coupled with arrogance and pride, 


; culminate in a state of affairs disgraceful to the Gov- 


ernment and_disgusting to those who are not too 
blind to see. You must not now subside, Yourcourse 
Yours, &., G. T. MeCORMICK, 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 
Wasnineton, March 24, 1869, 


Dear Sir: Allow me respectfully and sincerely to 
congratulate you for your independent and cogent 


i is onward, 


| speeches—so mneh more candid and truthful than 


too many made in the Senate. To me your speeches 


; have the ring of the true patriot and the realstates~ 


man—of the self-respecting, genuine American; and 
I, asan bumble citizen, thunk you for your utter- 
ances in regard to the overreaching tendency of the 
Senate, of the National Legislature, to usurp the 
prerogatives of other and codrdinate branches of 
the Government. I bave noticed with alarm and 
marked with indignation this tendency y moro 
than two years past, and have been 7 
minded of Jefferson's prediction and fears, w 
his eclebrated resolutions of 1798, he wrote, in 
tion, against “sweeping away constitutional 
ricrs,” &e., “when no rampart would remain againat 
the ambition, passions, and power of Congress to 
protect either the minority of that body or of State 
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authorities, and when that was gone the liberties of 
the people would soon follow.” Patrick Henry, 
Madison, and the old patriot Nathan Dane shared 
these cautions and feared. Jefferson and his com- 
patriots also admonished that it ‘‘ was unsafe to re- 
pose too much confidence and power in any party or 
majority,” &e. ; : 

But I need net cite you to these things: you have 
read and undorstand them, and -have struck the key- 
note bravely on the subject of the tenure-of-office 
bill, and I trust it will be followed up and sustained. 
I fought three years in the war against the rebel- 
lion, am still lame from wounds. received there, 
and am not now willing to:see Congress overthrow 
the Government or disturb the harmony and success 
of the Union, I am poor, but-would rather wheel a 
barrow or grade streets than fatten and grow rich 
from pilferings on the Government, or truckling to.a 
power and party, when I believe sincerely it is dis- 
gracefully mercenary and usurping. ou are not 
acquainted with me, though I know you. Chief 
Justice Chase knows me well. I went to Chicago 
and to New York and did all I could in my humble 
capacity to secure his nomination, and I would make 
him President to-day if I could. 

D. S. CURTISS, 


Respectfully, yours, 
Late Colonel of Cavalry. . 
Hon. W. Sprague, United States Senate. 


BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, March 24, 1869. 


Sir: I shall bc much indebted if you will forward 
to my address as above acopy of the speech delivered 
by you on Friday lastin the Senate. 

Very respectfully, 

W. JEFFERSON BUCHANAN. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., March 23, 1869. 


Honorable Sir: What of your late speech (on last 
Friday, L think,) which I have seen in the Intelli- 
gencer, hungers me to read it as a unit, wherefore L 
beg you send mea copy, if to spare. Though not 
now, as formerly, an active politician, my every 
nerve still thrills toa manly bugle-tone of principle 
as good old Uncle Toby or his corporal may be sup- 
posed to have still loved the trumpet call which in 
former days had led them on to their glad quota of 
honor. From the few disconnected notes of your 
noble strain which have so reached mine ears } am 
anxious to hear the whole melody, 

A. G. HALEY. 


Respectfully, yours, 
United States Senate, Washington D. C. 


Senator Sprague. 


Hon. William Sprague, 


Custom-Housz, BALTIMORE, 
Surrryon’s OFFICE, April 22, 1869. 
Honored Sir: Would you do me the favor to for- 
ward copy of speech delivered in the Senate on ten- 
ure-of-oflice biil as published in Daily Globe? 
Pardon the liberty; but the true interests of our 
Government areso seldom broughtbefore the people 
in this day of self-aggrandizement and party pres- 
tige that L have assumed to address you, being de- 
sirous of showing it to those in sympathy with its 
general tenor. g 
Lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. J. B. BOGGS. 


GETTYSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA, 
March 22, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Would you please send me a copy of 
your speech on the tenure-ot-office bill? 


Very respecttully, yours, 
JOHN M. KRAUTH. 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


Boston, March 22, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Can you send me a few printed copies of 
your speech in the Senate on the 18th instant? 

Several parties have requested me to write for 
them: and next to the present excitement in 
Sprague prints the said speech comes. 


Yy s, respectfully, 
Ours, Fespeciti''* WILLIAM D. DIMOCK. 


Newport, Raope Isnanp, March 22, 1869. 


Jion. William Sprague: 

Your recent remarks in the Senate fell like a 
shower on a thirsty land, and I sincerely hope, for 
the good of the country, that you will, as you indi- 
eate, follow them up with further action in the same 
direction. The lawyer, or rather the peitifogging 
element in the United States, has, as I believe, been 
the cause of nearly all the difficulties we have ex- 
perienced both in our political and financial affairs. 
While there isnot a sensible man to be found who 
would trust his private business to the man agementof 
lawyers, allseem willing to trust to them the manage- 
ment of public affairs, while as a class none are so 
unfitted to conduct them successfully as they. No 
nation of Europe was ever more completely ruled by 
a corrupt oligarchy than are now the United States 
both in their Federal and State governments, and 
unless the people can be induced to apply a remedy 
soon I think a monarchieal Government will result, 
for a time atleast. In fact, if Grant is badgered 
beyond enduranee, as the present 
Washington seem to threaten, | am not sure but the 
people, whose representativ 
is probably tban any President we have ever had, 
not oven excepting Washington, would sustain him 
in turning, Cromwell-like, the whole troop of lawyers 
and petiifoggers out, of the Capitol and ordering a 
pew clection, Had there been clauses inserted in all 


Hon. William Sprague. 


e he more emphatically | 


state of things at | 


H- have ever been lawyers and pettifoggers. 


ing States sending more than one lawyer to Congress 
each, and counties the-same in our State Legisla- 
tures, Ido not believe the late rebellion would have 
occurred. |, ‘ 

Ifyou would employ some active, capable man to 
collect all the names of Congressmen since the year 
1854 and attach to their names their profession. and 
occupation, and publish them far and wide, I think 
that both on the southern and northern side it would 
appear that the insatiable, sophistical, hair-split- 
ting, domineering men who brought on the conflict, 
and who have since aggravated the evils of the times, 
I The fact 
is they have got the whole country under their con- 
trol simply through their excelling in gab and im- 
pudence. A young pettifogger who would starve to 
death in the prosecution of any honest business that 
requires the wit of a thorough-bred goose to con- 
duct has but to plant himself in a rising State and 
spout what he has learned by rote from some book 
and immediately the gaping multitude pack him off 
to Congress. It is easy to make a learned: man out 
of even a fool, but all the acquired learning in the 
world never did, and never can, make a wise man. 
Such a man, for instance, as Benjamin Franklin, or 
old Roger Sherman, would display more statesman- 
ship and judgment in Congress, though they. bad 
never been taught their letters, than has been shown 
for the last ten years by all the learned pettifoggers 


in Washington, 
Yours, truly, THOMAS R. HAZARD. 


New York, March 22, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I have followed up the fight you are in, 
and can only say that when you pitched into the 
lawyers, of which the Senate is mostly composed, you 
struck the key-note that is favorably responded to 
on all sides. This evil is not only in the Senate, but 
it is throughout our whole business operations, They 
pedevil everything they get hold of in our mercan- 
tile operations—go in for a large share of the pro- 
ceeds of failed estates. Iam afraid we will not get 
rid of itin my day. 7 

Very truly, EDWIN HUGH. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


25 East Tarrty-Nixts STREET, New YORK, 
March 21, 1869. 
My Dear Senator: Will you send me a copy of 
your speech made_the other day on tho finances; 
nud also a copy to Mr. W. Lea Roberts, No. 271 West 
Thirty-third street? and oblige, yours, truly, 
E. GEORGE SQUIER. 


PROVIDENCE, March 21, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I have read with much interest your 
specch in the United States Senate on the bill to 
strengthen the credit of the country, and likewise 
the short one on the repeal of the tenure-of office 
bill. Youhave uttered some bold truths in them both, 
and Isineerely thank you for them. These senti- 
ments, thus manfully spoken and defended, must do 
good. The people's eyes will be openéd. They will 
see where the real trouble lies. You suy you intend 
to say more about these matters. I hope you may. 
The peopleof this as well as thecoming generations 
will bless you for it. 

Most respectfully, yours, 


Senator Sprague. 


NOAH J. ARNOLD. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


LAWRENCE, MASSACHUSETTS, March 20, 1869. 


Sir: Ihave read only extracts from your speech 
upon the finances. [am auxious to read the whole, 
and therefore take the liberty to ask you, if not too 
much trouble, to send mea copy of the speech. L 
most deeply feel and fear for the interests of the 
country on account of the apathy of the people and 
the too evident faithlessness of those in positions of 

ower. 

j I am, honored sir, your obedient servant, 
H. C. BACON, 
Attorney ai Law. 


Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


163 Brospway, New Yorx, March 20, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I saw this morning in the World a very 
meager synopsis of your speech upon the tenure-of- 
office question. Asan acquaintance, friend, as a citi- 
zen of the United States, I wish to return to you my 
thanks for that speech. Judging from the synopsis 
T think I eancongratulate you. Please send me sev- 
eral copies of it. Sond aiso oneta my father-in-law, 
Hon. S. S. Nicholas, Louisville, Kentucky. 

The news from Post still more encouraging. He has 
no doubt. 

‘Allow me once more to congratulate and thank 
you for this speech. It was the very point to make, 
and you made it well, indeed. 

Yours, truly, J. RICHARD BARRET. 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington City. 
Custom-Hovuse, PHILADELPHIA, 
COLLECTOR'S OFrricE, Mareh 20, 1869, 
Honorable Sir: You remarks on the repeal of the 


tenure-of-office bill meets with a universal response | 


Eneomiuws 


by the workingmen throughout the city. 7 
ou 


I bear every place I go; 80 go On, go ON, gO On. 


have the right key; go in. 
Py ours respectfully, JOHN HAVILAND, 


Senator Sprague. 


-our-constitutions; both national and State, prohibit- | 


T . WasaNerox, D. C., March 20, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Good thinkers arè comnren, bata- bol 
speaker who atters good thoughts is a rafit: ar 
recent effort was a happy combination. i yeu 
oblige me with a dozen copies of your speech for dis- 

tribution? ` ; ieee 
Yours, respectfully, JAMES GUILD. 
Hon. William Sprague, United Statea Sendte. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
: WASHINGTON, D: C., March 18, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you favor me with a copy of your 
recent speech, in which you speak of the relative 
cost of spindles in Europe and the United States? 
I am, yours, most respectfully, i 
DAVID A. WELLS, 


Hon. William Sprague. 


METROPOLITAN HOTEL, WASHINGTON, 
i March 10, 1869: 
My Dear Sir: I listened with interest and with 
much pleasure to.your remarks in the Senate yéster~ 
day. Your earnest manner is impressive, and the 
high-toned doctrines which you advanced will yet 
command the approval of the country. I refer to 
your views on the subject of claims, Ifyou will send 
mea copy of the billaboutseals 1 will write an article 


upon it.. - 
Yours, very truly, W. 0. BARTLETT. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


; Hort, Missovrr, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you please send me a copy of your 
late speeches in the Senate, and oblige, yours, re- 


spectfully, D. W. 0. TOWNE 
. W. 0. TOWNE. 
Hon. Senator Sprague. 
BANGOR, MAINT, 
Governor Sprague: Please send your speeches to 
Miss J. S. Luce, East Hampden, Maine, 
: H. HAMLIN. 


FREDERICKTOWN, MADISON COUNTY, MISSOURI, 
April 14, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you please do me the favor to send 
to me, at the above place, copies of your recent 
speeches on the condition of the country? 


Very truly, yours, 
B. BENSON CABOON, 
Attorney at Law. 


Senator Sprague, Washington, D.C. 


New ORLEANS, April 1, 1869. 

Dear Sir: I arrived here from Matamoras on Mon- 
day, and leave for Washington to-morrow, remaining 
two days in ‘Tennessee. g oe 

Linclose a leader from the Times newspaper of this 
morning, which I think very complimentary to you. 
You have struck the right chord, and once the States 
of Texas and others are reconstructed you can dic- 
tate terms to your opponents, except that you act 
inconsistent with your present programine, which is 


improbable. Í 
Very truly, yours, F. W. LATHAM. 


CUMBERLAND, MARYLAND, April 1, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Will you please cause to be sent to my 
address a copy of your late speech or speechesinthe 
Senate about American morals, &c.. made in connec- 
tion with the tenure-of-offico bill, &e., brief reports 
of which I see in the papers, and that it may be ob- 
tained in pamphlet form ? X , 

I am glad to find one Senator with manliness 
enough to speak of such things. 

Yours, truly, E. 8. ZEVELY. 
Hon. Mr. Sprague, 


New York, April 1, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you be so kind as to send a copy of 
your recent speeches on the state of the country and 
the character of representative government to Rev, 
Edward Abbott, Cambridgeport, Massachusetts, and 


| also to me? 


Although myself of the legal profession, I am in- 
clined to think your suggestions as to the professional 
character of Congress worthy the thorough consider- 
tion of all patriotic citizens; and I desire to see them 
in a more full form than newspaper reports afford, 

My brother has been also interested in your views 
upon thecondition of thecountry, and desires to read 
the speeches in full. ` 

Pardon the liberty I take in this request; and 
believe me, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AUSTIN ABBOTT. 
Senator Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


WHITINSVILLE, Mass., Apri? 1, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you please forward to me the report 
of Special Commissioner Wells, of the internal rev- 
enue; also a copy of your latespeechesin the Senate? 


Yours, respectfully, 
A DAVID S. BOSTWICK, 
Late Acting Assistant Paymaster U.S. Navy. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. ©. 
GIRARD, PENNSYLVANIA, April 1, 1869. 
My Dear Sir: Will you please havethe kindness to 
send me your speech. recently delivered upon the 
tenure-of-office act? 


Vith hi ideration, Lam, sir, truly, yours, 
With high consideration, pii HUTCHINSON. 


Hon. William Sprague, United States Senator. 


BALTIMORE, April 1, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Being one of those who feel a deep interest 
in the fature of this nation, and agreeing with you in 
the sentiments recently expressed in your speech, I 
„take the liberty of asking you tosend me afew copies. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE E. McCAULEY. 


Hon. Senator Sprague. 


OFFICE or JREFFERSONIAN, 
West CHESTER, Pa., Apri? 1, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Can you furnish me with a copy of a 
speech made by you a few days ago in which you 
took issue against certain measures of the party? 


Oblige me if you ecan. 
Yours, truly, JOHN HODGSON, Editor. 


FEDERALSBURG, CAROLINE COUNTY, MD., 
April 1, 1869. 
‘Respected Sir: I will be very thankful for a copy 
of your speech on the social, political, and financial 
condition of the country. : 
Respectfully, &e., W., A. WILLIS. 
Won. Mr. Sprague, 
Senate Chamber, Washington, D. C. 


Orrick New York Disparca, 
11 FRANKFORT STREET, 


Dear Sir: Please find inclosed some remarks upon |! 
ji Hon, Witliam Sprague. 


the reported abstract of your timely speech. Will 
you favor me with a copy of it when printed at 
ength, and oblige yours very truly, 

A. J. H. ONGANNEY. 


Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 
749 GREENWICH STREET, New York. 
Dear Sir: I am very anxious to read full reports 


of your recent speeches in the United States Senate, | 
as I have been much interested in the brief extracts | 


that have appeared in the New York papers. You 
have earned the approbation of all good citizens by 
your fearless exposition of our national dangers. 

Ifyou can conveniently I should be obliged to you 
for copies of the speeches, say the last three, and 
oblige, W. L. ORMSBY, jr. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. € 


meat BALTIMORE, Apri? 1, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Having read some extracts from your 
late speech on the financial, social,and political con- 
dition of the country, and reeognizing the truths of 
your remarks so boldly and courageously uttered, I 
respectfully request that you inclose it to me for the 
gratification of myself and friends. 
Yours, respectfully, MORTIMER RAMSEY. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


Hagerstown, MARYLAND, April 1, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I see by the Baltimore American that 
you have refused to act with the Radicals in some 
of their proposed measures, and as that paper objects 
to your course I take it for granted that you are right, 
and shall feel myself much obliged if you will fur- 


object. if you have one tu spare. I have no claims on 
you further than a more introduction to youin camp 
when your regiment lay a few miles from our town 
in the commencement of the war, and I feel assured 
that one whose heart was right then, as your acts 
proved yours to be, cannot be far wrong now on the 
vexed questions of the day, whatever newspaper 
scribblers may say on the subject. 
Yours, most respectfully, 
JAMES A. SKINNER. 

Non. Senator Sprague, of Rhode Island. 


BALTIMORE, April 1, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you please send me a copy of your 
recent, speech Ñ 
have it in pamphlet form ? 
Vory respectfully, WILLIAM E. WARING. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C, 


CLEVELAND, OHIO. 
Sir: Please sond me a full copy of your excellent 
speech of yesterday. ‘The telegraphic synopsis shows 
me that you understand thoroughly the rottenness 
of the present financial and social system, Clearly 
perceiving the disease, you, and others like you, may 
be led to see the remedy. I hope soon to meet you 
in Washington and get clearer views, It behooves 
earnest men to be up and doing. 
Yours; with respect and esteem, 
G. F. LEWIS. 
Be E Pirrspure, April 2, 1869. 
Sir: Will you favor me with a copy of your recent 
speech, and very much oblige, yours, 
: J. J. YOUNG. 
Hon, W, Sprague, Washington, D. C. mene 


TOWANDA, PENNSYLVANIA, April 2, 1869, 


Dear Sir: May I ask the favor of you to send mea | 


copy of your late speech exposing ihe moral and 
political corruptions of the day? have seen a 
synopsis of it, and it is in exact accordance with my 
own views. Ihave been a radical Democrat from the 
timo I was a voter, in 1821, up till the commencement 
af the rebellion; and since then I have been a con~ 
servative War Democrat, sometimes voting for con- 
servative Republicans. I wasin favor of the nomin- 
a 


on tenure-of-office bill, &c., if you | 


| yours, 


April 22, 


ation of Judge Chase for the Presidency; and if he 


: had been nominated, as he ought to have been, by 


the Democrats, he would have been triumphantly 


elected. I want no ofice; having served six years | 
as a clerk of our (Pennsylvania) State senate, and 


twenty-six years aselerk of your body, (United States 
Senate,) and a short time in the Navy, Land, and War 
Departments. Unless some reaction in our Govern- 


ment affairs takes place soon it will experience the | 


fate of France. There is an alarming parallelin the 
career of radical Republicans here and the radical 
Jacobins of France. Wewant a conservative party, 


whose aim and objects should be the welfare of the | 
We want |; 
i content to worship. 
i ling intelligence, hitherto ditected so much toward 


country, instead of party ascendancy. 
integrity and economy, a reduction of office salaries 
and emoluments to 2 standard that will make them 
less sought after. ¢ 
duce a bill with that view. It would receive the 


indorsement of the masses, and the more it would į 


be discussed the more popular it would become. 


we have too many of them in Congress, 
oftheir profession are calculated to cause them to take 
one-sided views, especially where their professional 
duties impose upon them the necessity of aiding ras- 
cals to cheat the law. 
would have arrested the evils of partyism, but I fear 
he is giving way under its extreme pressure. It is 


I feel that I ought to subscribe myself your friend, 
W. PATTON. 


PHILADELPHIA, April 2, 1869. 


great favor by forwarding me a copy of Senator 


| Sprague’s speech on the tenure-of-office bill. 


Truly your friend, 
DANIEL J. FARREN. 
Hon. Samuel J. Randall, Washington, D. C. 


FLUVANNA County, VIRGINIA, 
Aprit 2, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Please send me a copy of your speech in 


extenso on the late war, slavery, &c., and oblige, ii ful 0 
i! position and views have mine, it may be that you 


very respectfully, 
R. E. NELSON, 
Senator Sprague, 


WILLARD’S HOTEL, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., Apri 2, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Will you do us the favor to forward us 


| some copies of your speech, and oblige, your obedient | 
i servant, i 


H. S. HANNISS & CO. 
Hon. William Sprague, Senate Chamber. 
BALTIMORE, April 2, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Will you be kind enough to send us two 
or three copies of your speech on the tenure-of-oftiee 


bill 
Yours, respectfully, JAMES LUCAS & SON. 


| Hon. Mr. Sprague. 
nish we with a copy of your speech to which they |! 


LIBERTYVILLE, LAKE county, ILLINOIS, | 


April 2, 1869. 


Honored Sir: If your speech on the public credit | 
bill is in print you will confer a very great favor by | 


sending me a copy. 
Your most obedient servant, E 
JAMES W. LIND. 
Senator Sprague. 
New York, April 2, 1869. 
Hon. William Sprague: 
I take the liberty to inclose my leading editorial 
of yesterday. It is but right that public men who 


have assumed a bold and independent positionshould `| 
know how the country sustains them. For thisreason, H 
and with no desire to insult you by personal flattery, ii 


I have deemed it proper to send you the verdict of 


my paper, which has nearly as large a circulation as |: 


the Evening Post, and among the same classes. 
I am, dear sir, yours truly, 4} 
J. M. BUNDY, 


Editor New York Evening Mail. 


GRAFTON, WEST VIRGINIA, April 2, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Will you please send me a few copies of i 


your late speech in the Senate, and very much oblige 


cle, 
M. M. MALLONEE. 
Senator Sprague. 
HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND, April 2, 1869. 
Pear Sir: Though personally a stranger to you, 


| yet I find myself in sympathy with the bold, manly, 
; and patriotic position recently assumed by you on 
| the floor of the Senate in relation to the ruling fac- 


tion now madly and recklessly rioting on the ruins 
of a debauched, defrauded, and distracted country, 
whose seeming prosperity, partial as it is, is founded 
upon political and financial fraud, which can rely 
for its support and perpetuity upon nothingshort of 
military force and violence. The misfortune of the 
country is that it has fallen into the hands of selfish 
and speculating politicians, who, intoxicated by their 
own short-lived official importance and the flatter- 


, ing unction of placeand power, are incapable alikeof 
, Perceiving or of sympathizing with the truc and very 
| grave condition of the Republic as itappears to more 
' discerning, philosophical, and reflecting minds, Your 
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You are now in a position tointro- j : 
i; not effect mueh by the establishment of papers in 


I was in hopes General Grant į 


| can 1 
| tribute to their popular influence and extension for 
| the good of our common country. | 
i| nobler motive and principle on which to makeiny 


position and circumstances give you commanding 
advantages for the exposure and correction of pres- 
ent and impending evils, if anything short of the 
purging power of an anti-revolution of blood and 
violence can relieve the country of the combined 
political and financial incubus which now, like an 
oppressive and stifling nightmare, weighs down and 
its upon the nation. Though a theologian by edu- 
cation, my mind naturally reverts to the practical 
questions of the day, whether moral, social, cr fnan- 


; cial, and I feel a spuntancous sympathy with a man 
| who has the moral courage to cope with the evils of 


the day, and lift the veil from the party idols at 
whose shrine a deluded and defrauded people are 
With your means and control- 
the increase of your material resources, could you 


different sections of the country which should be 


l i devoted to constitutional principles and practical 
Although I ama lawyer myself, [agree with you that ii 
The habits |; 


statesmanship in opposition to partisan and polit- 
ical trickery ? I should much like to devote my own 
powers to such a paper, the title of which should be 
the Christian Statesman or Patriot. But the diff- 


: culty with me is the want of means, for I am myself 


crushed by the times, and with a heart-broken wife, 


‘.who was a widow with two orphan children, I am 
; unable to provide for them, because I have no iuter- 
so refreshing to see a man of honest independence in j|; 
Congress that although astranger to you, personally, |! 
i | character, intellect, and integrity in the present 
| moraland financial condition of the country weighed 
| against political knavery and successful rascality, 
| backed and bolstered up by interest-bearing - 
/ ernment bonds? Since,in the course of this letter, I 
‘ have alluded to my own personal condition, like 
Dear Sir: Ifconvenient to you it would confer a |! 


est-paying bonds, though a man of literary culture 
and attainment and reputed talent. But what is 


Gov- 


that of so many others, as consequent upon the 
change of times and the enormous expense of liv- 
ng, I will venture to do violence to my native deli- 
cacy and those refined sensibilities cherished once 
by more auspicious circumstances by offering the 
humble services of my pen and talents in any honor- 


| able way which shall combine a provision for my 
| family with the moral and political interests of our 
i injured and oppressed country. Should my circum- 
|; stances and unemployed powers, languishing for, the 
i; want of the necessary patronage to bring them into 


useful action, enlist your sympathy as much as your 
devise some means through which I can con- 
This is a far 


appeal than any which should be merely personal 
and pecuniary, and a susceptibility to which on your 


ii part could not compromise your senatorial honor 


and dignity, while it would do honor to your per- 


| sonal sympathy and magnanimity, both asa man 


and a patriot. 
Yours, very respectfully, ©. H. POWELL. 


P. S. Please send me a copy of your speech, 


JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA, April 2, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Would I be asking too much of you to 


if send me acopy of your speech delivered lately in the 


Senate, and oblige, very respectfully, 
. à M. WELLS, 


| Senator Sprague, Washington, D. © 


NorwicH, VERMONT, WINDSOR COUNTY, 
April 8, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Will you please send me copies of your 


| late speeches delivered in the United States Senate? 


Yours, truly, 
A.J. DAVIS. 
Hon. William Sprague. 
New Rocaren, N. Y., April 5, 1869. 
Honorable Sir: Allow me, as a Providence boy, to 


| thank you for the late speech you have made in the 
ii United States Senate. 


Would be pleased to get one 
GEORGE W. LOYD. 


in pamphlet form, 
Yours, truly, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., April 8, 1869. 
Sir: Will you favor me with one or more copies of 


' your late speeches in the Senate, and bdbligc, very 
ji respectfully, your obedient servant. 


JAMES E. WILLIAMS. 


i! Hon, William Sprague, United States Senate. 


THREE TUNS, PA., April 3, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Not having the pleasure of your personal 


|; aequaintance, excuse the liberty I now take in ask- 
|, ing the favor of acopy of your late speech in the Uni- 
' ted States Senate on the social, political, and financial 


condition of the country,and you will greatly oblige, 
very respectfully, your obedient servant, k 

v J. ROBERTS JONES. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


New Yor, April 8, 1869. 
Sir: I have read extracts from your speeches wit’! 
great interest, and have the honor respectfully (> 
request that you will forward the entire speeches to 
me, and greatly oblige, your obedient servant, 
STUART BARNES. 
Hon. William Sprague, 


United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Boston, April 3, 1869. 
Sir: I should like very much to get a copy of a fall 
report of your recent speeches in the Senate, which 
have caused so much sensation among politicians. 
have been waiting: many years för some one to have 
the courage to speak ag I believe you have done: and 
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when one so-high in thecouncils of the nation asyou 
are dares to speak of the corruption which is.enter- 
ing our whole governmental system, I thank Godand 
take courage. If you have a spare copy please send | 
me one, and much oblige your obedient servant, 
tame B. F. WATSON. 
Hon. William Sprague, š 
BRIGHT HELHSTONE, MD., April 3, 1869. 

Senator Sprague, of Khode Island . i 

My father has just asked me to write to one of his 
fricnds for a copy of yourspeech. T have independ- 
ently concluded to write to you. If you are right it 
is Just for you to know that public sentiment is with 
you. That the American people have very little to 
do with the selection of their rulers is not generally 
known; but that we are more reckless in the ex- 
penditure of money than a monarchy dare be is, 
perhaps, better known than we care to confess. 
Louis Napoleon has himself lately felt that the 
French are not sleeping. You may never be re- ; 
warded. Republics are ungrateful. We need not 
study hitsory to_prove that. Chase, by his finan- 
cial policy, and Seward, by his diplomacy, did more 
for America than all of the soldiers. With wealth 
and position you can well afford to be our torch- 
hearer. Erasmus adopted as his motto “‘ kindle the 
light, and the darkness will disperse of itself,” I 
hope you do not think it wrong for ladies to read and 
discuss national topics. I must beg to be independ~- 
ent of thosesentiments, Helpless, complaining girls 
may be very interesting, but they will grow to be 
weak, silly women. Barry Grey sought his wife be- 
cause he had “a soul above buttons,” and then it 
was so inconvenient to carry a tailor everywhere. 
I read because I have so much spare time. It is 
inconvenient to play with one’s fingers. I have not 
a soul above domestic duties; but one cannot sew 
and make puddings allofthe time. [thank you for 
your sincerity, Rochefoucauld said, * Weak persons 


cannot be sincere.” 
KATE A. BLACKISTON, 


With respect, 


WASHINGTON, April 3, 1869. 
Sir: I will be greatly obliged to you for copies of 
your speeches sent to my address, Post Office box 325, 


New York. 
Yours, respectfully, JAMES A. BRIGGS, 


Hon. William Sprague, Senate, 


New Yorg, April 4, 1869. 

Dear Sir: If you are correctly reported as being 
willing to furnish copies of your speecheson national 
finance, I would respectfully request a copy of each. 
Your proposal “to place within the reach af every 
man of energy and industry capital at a low rate of 
interest upon which he can labor and make profit” — 
in other words to make money plenty and cheap— 
coming from the Senate, strikes us like a flame of 
light bursting forth trom Egyptian darkness. The 
Senate of the United States is believed to be the 
most intelligent legislative body on the face of the 
earth, and yet its ignorance on the subject of finance 
ismore dense than the densest Egyptian darkness we 
read of of old. The torch which you have lighted and 
hold forth with patriotic boldness, if not immediately 
smothered with the wet blankets of ignorance and 
prejudice, will spread with lightning speed until it 
dispels the cloud of darkness which has scttled upon 
our land. I look upon your movement as the dawn- 
ing of a new era, a most glorious era. The rebellion | 
freed the black man from the slavery of his master; 
but your movement, ifeuccessful, will tree both the 
black and the white iman from the slavery of the | 
moneyed power. The timeis propitious. You have | 
raised the standard, and all the well wishes of man | 
ag man will rally around it. The prayers of all good į 
men will be with you, and the blessing of Heaven | 
will crown your effort with success, | 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, | | 
PLINY FREEMAN. 


Hon, William Sprague. 


BALTIMORE, April 4, 1869, 
Will Senator Sprague have the kindness to inclose 
a copy of his late speech to 
E. G. HIPSLEY. 


JersrY CITY, N. J., April 4, 1869, 

Desr Sir: Being in sympathy with the stand you 
hare taken, as reported imperfectly in our dailies, I 
shanid deem it a favor by your furnishing me with 
your different, speeches in the Senate on yarious Hy 
topies coucerning our national prosperity. Corrup- 
tion wante exposing, and trne principles of govern- 
ment require diffusing through the people in theso 
times of conflicting interest; and it cannot bo better 
performed than by collecting the truths of persons 
who have given their time to investigation. 


Tam, your obedient servant, py J. CALLO. 


Hon. William Sprague. i 


Nuw York INSTITUTION For THE BLIND, 

New YORK, April 4, 1869. | 

Dear Sir; Will you please send me several copies | 
of your speech delivered several weeks since upon | 
the finances of the country? T heartily approve the | 
sentiments therein expressed. 
i 


ery res tfully, B, ` i 
Very respectfaliy, yoan onpTEN BABCOCK. 


Haon. William Sprague. 


WasurxaTox, April 4, 1869. 


Sir: Will you be good eno 
me one or two copies of your recent speeches on the 


ugh to canse to be sent ; 


beyond the circleof personal friends, and have waited 
eonditionof the country, and oblige, yours, with great 


respect, 

ne ; L. J. BRYAN, 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senator. . 
Wasurreron, D. C., April 5, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I would thank you for a few copies of 
your late speeches. Ihave read them with interest 
and. profit. Any proposition to give. to enterprise 


capital at low rates.of interest, and thus annihilate į 


the ten per cent.a month vampyres that are now 
sucking the very life-blood of trade, will be read with 


interest. 
Most truly, å. R. QUANTRILLE. 


Governor Sprague. 


, _ Wasuinetox, D. C., April 5, 1869. 
Sir: Iam in receipt of a letter from a friend in 
Cincinnati requesting me to send him a copy of your 
recent speeches, and would thank you to forward a 
few copies to my address. ; 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J.J. DERMODY. 


Ilon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


i Suxgvury, Pa., April 5, 1869. 
Sir: Will you beso kind asto send me a few copies 
of your able speech on the financial condition of the 
country ? 
Thanking you for the position you have taken in 
favor of the producing classes, I remain, fraternally 


yours, 
J. 0. SYLVIS. 
Senator Sprague, ` 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 5, 1869. 

As a young man I have been much interested in 
the effort you have made tò stay the tide of cor- 
ruption, licentiousness, and official dishonesty that 
seems to be rife in the land, and is threatening our 
destruction as a nation and a people. The extracts 
to be found in the newspapers are very meagre and 
unsatisfactory, and if it is convenient you will oblige 
me by sending to my address one or more copies of 
the entire speech. You, may be assured that your 
honesty and boldness in denouncing official cor- 
ruption ig appreciated by Young America every- 
where, 

Very respectfully, F. E. WEST. 


Hon. Wiliam Sprague, United States Senator, 


BALTIMORE, MD., April 5, 1869. 
Sir: Will you beso kind as to send me a copy of 


your late speech in full? 
Yours, respectfully, JEROME BUSK, 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington City, D. C. 


PALMYRA STATION, PENNSYLVANIA, 

April 5, 1869. 
Sir: Will you have the kindness to favor me with 
copies of your late speeches in the Senate upon the 
general financial condition of the country, and 
greatly oblige an humble citizen who is anxious to 


know the truth? 3 
Respectfully, yours, J.B. DAVENPORT. 


Hon. William Sprague, . 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


ASTORIA, Loxe Isuaxp, New YORK, 
April 5, 1869. 
Respected Sir: In behalf of the cause of labor 


| reform 1 most respectfully apply to you for copies of | 


your last speeches deploring the monopolization of 
legislation by lawyers, and lamenting the present 
moral condition of the community. à 

Workingmen do not claim to be better than their 
neighbors naturally, but respectfully submit the hope 
that theirlabor has protected them from those“ mean- 
est vices” which disfigure the census and are the eul- 
minating disgrace of the age. As regards lawyers, 
they do not forget that when the House of. Commons 
was first instituted in Great Britain members of the 
bench and bar were by law excluded from admission 
therein as representatives of the people. 


G 


lastly, entreating your pardon for the liberty Ihave 

taken in this application, I remain, honored sir, very 

respectfully, yours, 2. W. HUME. 
Senator Sprague. 


Corn Excuancs BANK, New YORK, 
April 5, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Willyou obligeme by sending me copies 
of the speeches lately made by you in the Senate? 
The newspaper reports are very imperfect. I think 
your strictures upon the merely legal acquirements 
of a majoity of Senators and Representatives will he 
relished by the national bank officials, who are inces- 
santly worried by their meddling with the banking 
system. = 
Respeetially, yours, W. A. NASH. 
Hon. William Sprague. 
New York, April 5, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Please send me your speeches lately de- 
ivered by you, they are good and to the point. 


Yours, respectfully, 
eee yer G. N. HERRMAN., 
Ifon. Wilian Sprague, Aenator, 


rateful for the words you have spoken, and thank- i 
fal that you are in a position commanding the atten- | 
tion of the people; trusting that you will not cease | 
to expose our faults unto us until we reform, and, į 


* eoming week, an 


i pended th 


| among my acquaintances. 


at wo, New Yorn, April 5,1869. 
Dear Sir: Will youde methe favor to mail to my 
address one or more copies of your late speech or 
speeches on the subjects of finance, condition of the 
country, &c.? I take a strong interest in-those sub- 
jects, and your views are exciting much interest 
t By mailing to me tho 
speeches you will very much oblige, yours, very re- 


spectfully, TAPP o 
- APPEN TOWNSEND. 
Hon. William Sprague. : 
i WASHINGTON, D. C., April 5, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Please send me a few copies each of your 
two speeches when convenient, and oblige your abe- 
dient servant, ; ; 
WILLIAM S. HOLLIDAY. 


| Hon. William Sprague. 


i 2 New York, Apri 5,.1869, 
Dear Sir: Will you favor me with copies of your 
recent speeches in the Senate? Your compliance 


will greatly oblige me. 
Respectfully, &c., SINCLAIR TOUSEY. 
BALTIMORN, MD., April 5, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Having noticed an article in the Sun, 
our daily paper, that it was your intention to send 
copies of your speeches to, the many applicants. for 
the same, being anxious to gain a more thorough 
knowledge of your views, you would, by forwarding 
me 4 copy of same, confer a great favor upon yours, 


respectiully, ; 
M. GRUMLBAUM. 
Hon, Senator Sprague. 
CINCINNATI, April 5, 1869. 
Dear Sir; You will oblige me much by sending mo 
2 copy of your speech or pamphlet so much spoken 
of. I takethe greatest interest in the questions dis- 
cussed, particularly as to the present improvident 
results of the industry of the country, 
Truly, yours, TIMOTHY KIRBY. 


Senator Sprague, Washington. 


HARTFORD, Connecticur, April 5, 1869. 
Dear Sir: If you have your late speech delivered 
in the Senate published in pamphlet I shall feel 
thankful to you for a copy of it; also for a copy of | 
any other speech you would like to send. 
Yours, truly, WILLIAM BROCKBANK. 


Mr. Sprague. 


BALTIMORE, April 5, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Be kind enough to send me copies of 


r t hes. 
FONT ieeceapeetiully, WILLIAM T. DIXON. 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. > 


NIAGARA, ONTARIO, CANADA, 
April 6, 1869 
. Sir: As one of the signs of the times, in political 
significance, I am interested to read the speech you 
lately delivered in the Senate at Washington. | 
If you can send me a copy of that to which is ap- 
c paper you adopt as a judicial judgment 
on the so-called tenure-of-office law you will oblige 
our obedient servant. l 
$ f J. M. MASON. 


Hon. Wiliam Sprague. 


BALTIMORE, MARYLAND. 


Dear Sir: Bo so kind as to send me per mail, copies 
of the speeches delivered by you in the Senate atthe 
present session of Congress, as they are creating a 
marked sensation among the people every where, 
Go on in the good work which you have inaugurated, 
and the people will sustain you. At present, aside 
from the host of office seekers, who, like the camp 
followers, plunder both camps when they may happen 
to get into them, you are more prominent with the 
people than General Grant, and may be his suecessor, 
As Í am personally unacquainted with you, Senator 
Tamrvtoy, of Maryland, knows me well, having been 
for several years State librarian of Maryland. 

Vith respect, yours, truly, &c. 
i = 7 L. BOYLE. 


Hon, William Sprague, 


Exerar, N. H., April 6, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I can hardly expect in the multiplicity of 
correspondence this can receive notice, yet a sense of 
duty impelsits diction, Having taken much the same 
views of the prospects of the country in the imme- 
diate future that you have, I visited New York last 
October, and should have returned ere this but for a 
casually preventing, for the purpose ofan effort to ini- 
tiate an organization ofthe nature of currency reform 
association, that should lay before the people of the 
whole country the needs of such a change as would 
tend to ward offa portion of the effects sure to result: 
from a contraction of the currency, or the fears of it, 
which is at this time the first cause of the present 
stagnation, that unless something is done we van 
hardly fail of a crisis within the next twelve months 
of asevere nature. With consumption decreasing, 
through fear; production holding its own, at least, 
through hope; a Government for currency contrac- 
tion; prospeets of full crops of all the important sta- 
ples to be moved to market next fall and winter. 
money cannot fail to bo in full demand, impairing 


: confidence and advancing rates of interest. For full 


have been maturing plans bearing 
Shall be in New York first of the 
d could I know when you were in 


twelve months I 
on this sabject. 
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the city would be pleased to confer with you a half 
ae or 50; il i 
ully, yours, 
E A A. B. ROBINSON. 
Hon. Wiliam Sprague, ; 
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, April 6, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you send a copy of each of your 


speeches to 
J. K. ADAMS. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


BALTIMORE, April 6, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you please send me a half dozen 
copies of your late speeches on tho state of the coun- 
try? And may God help you in trying to set this 
great country on its feet again; and oblige your obe- 


dient servant, 
WASHINGTON KELLY. 
Hon. W. Sprague, United States Senate. 


PROVIDENCE, April 6, 1869. 

Sir: Your speeches are called for very often, and 
we should like te have whatever you are disposed to 
send us. If they are free we can distribute them all 
over the State better than any one clse can, and will 
do so with great pleasure, as we believe you have 
been tolling lots of truth. 

We can use without wasting them about five hun- 
dred to onethousand. If thereisany way you propose 
to distribute them you will inform us. 

Yours, respectfully, a 

TILLINGHAST & MASON. 
Hon. Wiliam Sprague. 
Sixen NATIONAL BANK, 
New York, April 6, 1869. 
Sir: Please favor me with a few copies of your late 


speech, 
Very respectfully, JOHN W. B. DOBLER. 


Hon. William Sprague, Senator. 


New York, April 7, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I would be much pleased to receive one 
dozen copies of your recent speech. I wish to send 
thom to various fringe: Your ‘kind attention will 
much oblige, very truly, yours, e 
T. H. BELT, jr. 


Benator Sprague. 


Grens Porr, New York, 
April 7, 1869. 
My Dear Sir: Iam glad that there is one public 
man who dares to call things by their right name, 
Will you please send mesome copies of that speech? 
They ought to be put into the hands of every man, 
woman, and child in the land. If something is not 
done, and that speedily, too, to stay the tide of corrup- 
tion, immorality, and reckless extravagance which is 
engulfing us, all the country will be ruined. 
have the honor to be, very respectfally, your 


obedient servant, ak 
sts THOMAS D. JONES. , 
Hon. William Sprague, , í 
United States Senate, Washington. 


Boston, Apri? 7, 1869. 
Honorable and Dear Sir: Will you send us copies 
of your recent speeches, either as contained in the 
Globe or in pamphlet shape? is 
Very respectfully, W. S. GOSS & CO, 


Parersox, New Jessey, April 7,183). 


, Sir: Please send me a copy of each of your speeches 
in the Senate since the inauguration of President 


Grant. 
Respectfully, GEORGE 8. HILTON. 


Hon. William Sprague. 
Burraro, New York, April 6, 1869. 

Dear Senator: Ihave no doubt you are, in the main, 
right, and that the next census, unless basely ‘‘man- 
ipulated,” will prove it. 

Will you do me the favor tosend me aseriesof your 
speeches, if practicable? [see youspeak of publish- 
ing several of them. I write a great deal for the 
press, and thus communicate to the publicsuch views 


and information as I deem valuable, and your | 


speeches certainly abound in these materials. There- 
fore, I pray you, put my name on the list of those to 


whom you send copies, 
Yours, very respectfully, R. HADFIELD. 
g Wasurneton, D. C., April 7, 1889. 
Dear Sir: Hon. Fernando Wood directs me to re- 
quest that you send to my address for distribution to 
some of his constituents twenty-five copies of your 
speech lately delivered in the Senate. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, ` 
W. HENRY WHITE, Seeretary. 
Hon. Wiliam Sprague. 


BALTIMORE, April 7, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you be kind enough to send me 
copies of your late speeches? 
Very respectfully, yours, 
ase CHARLES W. COOKE. 
Hon. William Sprague, 


United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA, April 8, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I will thank you for copies of your recent 
sneeches, not omitting the one promised to be deliv- 
ered by you aday or two since, 


One million bales cotton do not require five mil- |] 


lion tons shipping; nor do äne million bales em- 
ploy as many factories, nor so many of the working 
classes. The ramifications are apparent to any think- 
ing, reflecting, business man; yet a cotton crop of 
one million may show larger money figures. 


Excuse me, Lam a stranger to you; but have been | 


an observer of these matters many years. I have 
witnessed the increase of ships in capacity of ton- 
nage and in numbers corresponding with the in- 
creased productof cotton and, alas! Ihave also wit- 
nessed the declino in tonnage with the decline in the 
cotton and tobacco, and other material prodacts. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN F. DYER, ir. 

Hon. William Sprague, 


United States Senate, Washington, D. O. 


BROOKLYN, New York, April 8, 1869. 

My Dear Sir: Having read with an exceeding 
degree of pleasure the telegraphic report of the 
speech recently delivered by you in the Senate, and 
so fally agreeing with all you said, has made me 
anxious to see and read the entire speech as revised 
and corrected. Ifnot asking too much I would like 
you to send me one or more copies. The sentiments 
you bave so truthfully and forcibly enunciated will 
find a lodgment in the hearts and mind of the busi- 
ness man everywhere. A few more such speeches 


will do a deal of good. 
Respectfully, yours, W. STRINGFIELD. 


Hon. Senator Sprague, Washington City, D. C. 


BALTIMORE, April 8, 1869. 


Will you be so kind as to send a copy of your late 
specch, and oblige ? 
Your obedient servant, 
as P. W. SHEPARD. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


Accomac Court-HousE, VIRGINIA, 
April 8, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Allow an humble citizen of Virginia to 
thank you for your able, far-sighted, clear-sighted, 
independent speech of the 24th ultimo. It is the 
speech of a wise, bold, sagacious statesman, whose 
whole heart throbs with love for his country, 


you have made it clear to the meanest comprehen- 
sion, that anarchy, disorder, ruin, and despotism 
must sooner or later be our fate. Your speech has 
created an earnest inquiry into the condition of the 
country, and the people are looking with the deepest 
anxiety and interest fur your future developments 
and your plan of saving the country. The country 
looks to you as a faithful, fearless sentinel in your 
high place in the Senate to expose the corruptions, 
the abuses, and the ignorances of our national Legis- 
lature, The responsibility of your position is great, 
requiring talents, learning, honesty, perseverance, 
aud incorruptible integrity. These your recent 
speeches show you poss in an eminent degree. 
Exercise them boldly, fearlessly for the good of your 
eountry, and a high and honorable future awaits 
you; and what is more to be prized tban all, you 
will have the conscious satisfaction of knowing you 


| have served and saved your country. I flatter no | 


man. I speak the honest convictions of my heart 
when Isay your position before the country is more to 
bedesired than any puklice man before the country. 
Iam glad to see you are disposed to do the South 
Justice, and to restore peace and prosperity tous. You 


į certainly understand our condition, our interests 


and wishes better than any Senator whose speeches 
I have read. 

I am too poor to take the papers, and will be 
obliged to you, when you can with entire conven- 
ience spare from other quarters your speeches, if you 
will send me a copy of them. Iwill read them and 
hand them around, as I have done, to my neighbors. 

In speaking of my poverty, I do not do so com- 


| plainingly. Itis true, I have lost everything in my 


old age, and must begin life anew; but I do not 
despair or whine about my misfortunes, but with a 
brave heart have gone to work and adapted myself 
to the circumstances that surround me. Your own 
successful and honorable career is before our young 


; men to enconrage and sustain them. 


Allow me to subscribe myself, very respectfully 


and truly, yours, 
i P. F. BROWNE. 
Hon. Wiliam Sprague. 


Wasuineton, D. C., April 10, 1869, 

Sir: As you appear to be secking the bestinterests 
of the laboring masses, I herewith inclose my views 
on the payment of the five-twenties in legal-tenders, 
thinking you will, perhaps, agree with me on some 
of the points taken. The speech you made in the 
Senate, in which you said there were too many law- 
yers in that body, there being forty-five out of sixty- 
six members, and five of the remaining had received 
legal educations, I consider the best effort of the 
session. Since then you have carried things some- 
What to extremes; but upon the whole, it is a move- 
ment in the right direction. 

Yours, truly, BRYAN TYSON, 
Hon. William Sprague. 


Hype Park, New York, April 14, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I would feel much obliged were you to 
forward to my address the speeches you delivered 
recently in the United States Senate, 
Your obedient servant, , 
i ROBERT L. LIVINGSTONE. 
Hon. Senator Sprague. 


With- | 
out some change in the Government of the country, | 


Ai 
it 
ii 
i 
i 
i 
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HAGERSTOWN, April 7, 1869, 

My Dear Sir: Allow me to express the gratification 
with which Tread in one of the papers a bricf refer- 
ence to your purpose of establishing in Washington a 
metropolitan paper, which I trust, through a happy 
combination of inteilectual and pecuniary resources, 
will become the model paper of the age, conserva- 
tive in all great constitutional and fundamental 
principles, while truly progressive in policy, or in 
their practical application to the unhappy condition 
ofour country. Liable as we are at any time, in the 
present political aspectof Europe, with arevolution- 
ary spirit everywhere abroad, to be involved in for- 
eign difficulties, it is manifest that we need a much 
higher order of statesmanship than that which now 
dominates and predominates in our national coun- 
cils; a statesmanship broad and comprehensive, co- 
extensive with our imperial domain and diversified 
interests and resources, and not to be trammeled by 
the petty and partial considerations of personal and 
party ambition. Itis truly refreshing to'turn from 
the party and political wranglings of our American 
Congress, whose progress may be compared to that 
of a tread-horse in 2 mill, one ceaseless round yet 
no advance, with the statesmanship of thatimperial 
mind which now presides over and rules the destiny 
of France. In his brief remarks, while presiding over 
the Council of State on the 23d of March, he thus 
speaks: “It is the duty of the Government reso- 
lutely to satisfy a just desire for improvement, and 
firmly to repress all subvorsive theories, which are 
both unlawful and culpable. Many improvements 
have already been effected, but when the hidden 
wounds of the most prosperous people are probed, 
bencath an appearance of prosperity many unde- 
served cases of distress are discovered.” “ Great 
problems stillremain tobe solved, and their solution 
requires the codperation of the whole intellect of the 
country.” The internaladministration of Louis Na~ 
poleon isnot perhaps equaled by that of any crowned 
head in Europe; he seems to combine the heart of his 
grandmother, Josephine, sympathetically aliveto the 
wants and interests of the lowliest, with the compre- 
hensive genius and morethan the far-reaching states- 
manship of the first Napoleon, his great-uncle. But 
if there are great problems yet to be solved by this 
master mind for the advancement of France and the 
prosperity of her people, where is the mind equal to 
the solution of the problenf before us in extricating 
this great country from the thraldom in which it is 
being involved more and more from day to day by 
packed and party legislation for personal and cor- 
poration purposes and cupidity, to the inereasing 
oppression of that class which most needs the pro- 
tection and fostering care of the Government? You 
are engaged in a noble cause; so thatin such a cause 
Į can but envy you your position and your means. 
Go on; and may the Good Being speed you with 
every helping and sustaining influence, for the strug- 
glo which awaits you with such men as shall oppose 
you will be like that of the archangel Michael when 
contending with the devil for thebody of Moses after 
his spirit had departed, But the struggle is a noble 
one, worthy of an angel’s power, and most gladly 
would I, in such a cause, the cause of humanity as 
well asof the State, give you any assistance which 
my pen or talents could afford, for my own cireum- 
stances are such as are well calculated to stir to their 
profoundest depths my heartfelt sympathies with 
those who are the greatestsufferers from the present 
unequal condition of things, a condition so foreign 
to the spirit and intended practical operation of our 
Government, which sbould not ‘give up to party 
what was meant for mankind.’ Excuse me for my 
prolixity. 


Yours, very respectfully, ©. H. POWELL. 
Hon. Senator Sprague, 


WOODENSBURG, MD., April 17, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Having seen an. analysis of your speech 
upon the tenure-of-office repcal bill, and actuated 
by a desire to peruse the whole speech I take the 
liberty of asking you to send a few copies to my 


address. 
JAMES H. WILSON, M. D. 
Hon. Senator Sprague, 


Brooxiyyx, New York, April 17, 1869. 

My Dear Sir: Lamina “big fight” at the capital 
against the barbarism of the gallows. The North- 
west has banished the gibbet, and [am now opening 
the guestion in the middle States. Your State has 
long been right on this question. 

My labors are sustained by the voluntary dona- 
tions of the friends of the cause. If consistent with 
your views I should be pleased to acknowledge a 
small donation toward our eause, 

Permit me to say that I most heartily indorse the 
bold stand you have taken against the “caucus” and 
“ring” prodigality with which the country is cursed. 

I return to Albany to-night. : 

Hoping at ‘some future time to make your personal 
acquaintance, I remain, dear sir, yours,very truly, 

MARVIN M, BOVEE. 
Hon, William Sprague, 
Senate Chamber, Washington, D. C. 


Custom-Houss, Boston, 
April 7, 1869, 

Dear Sir: Yours is reecived, informing me that. ou 
will send copy of speech as soon as printed, Since 
then Ihave been reading what I could find in the 
papers, as they appear irom day to day, of your other 
specebes, and IT am anxious to have copies of ali. 
They are creating quite a stir and talk. In fact, it is 
a long time since we have had anything of the kiad. 
So free, so independent, and so truo, I must say they 
have the right ring to them. Remarks similar to 
these I near every day inthe cars and atother places. 


“1869. 
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I might almost say that your remarks or speeches 
are more talked of than most anything else. Ihave 
watched your course while I was in the Army and 
since, and I am glad you have spoken, and in the 


way you have. 
Yours, truly, B. F. PRATT. 


; , ANNAPOLIS, April 7, 1869. 
Sir: I hope you will not think mo presumptuous in 
asking the favor to forward me your two last speeches 
before the Senate. By so doing you will confer a 
favor upon one of the admirers of freedom of speech. 
Oblige yours, &e,, 
WILLIAM MURDOCH. 
Hon. Senator Sprague, 
MANHATTANVILLE, New York, 
April 15, 1869. 
_ Respected Senator: Feeling some of that universal 
interest in the speeches recently delivered by you, 
though not agreeing, perhaps, in many of your enun- 
ciations, [ would respectfully ask you to send me a 


copy for further perusal. 
Sincerely, yours, JAMES A. DEERING. 


Senator Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, April 17, 1869. 

My Dear Sir: Your late speeches in the Senate 
Chamber have created quite a sensation in thìs 
region, I have been requested by several who have 
read the meager extracts from them to write you 
asking for a few copies when they shall have been 
revised and printed, ° 

Direct to your most obedient servant, 


A, C. BAGLEY. 
Hon. William Sprague, í 
United States Senator, Washington, D. C. 


i PHILADELPHIA, April 19, 1869. 
_ Sir: Having seen a few extracts of your late speech 
in the United States Senate I feel very desirous to 
> read it all, Will you do me the great pleasure to 


send me a copy of it? 
Most respectfully, yours, LEWIS COOPER, 


Hon. Senator Sprague. 


AUBURN, MAINE, April 8, 1869. 
` Sir: Will you please to send me one or more copies 
ot your late speech on the condition of the country, 
igon have it printed for distribution? 


espectfully, yours, : 
WILLARD SMALL. 
Hon. William Spraguo, Washington, D. C. 


r New York, March 9, 1869. 
Dear Sir: By this mail we forward aspecimen copy 
of the Chronicle, in i 
eighth volume, is published in a suitable form to file 
and bind, and furnishes in its editorials, reports, and 
statistics a complete summary of the information 
upon commercial and financial matters which legis- 
lators require for present use and for reference. 
Very respectfully, yours, ; 
WILLIAM B. DANA & CO. 
Hon. William Sprague. 
ELIZABETHTOWN, 
BARTHOLOMEW COUNTY, INDIANA, 
April 10, 1859. 
Dear Sir: I hope you are not averse to the receiv- 
ing of congratulations and the heartfelt gratitude 
of those who regard you as‘one of the very few men 
in the high official circlein which you have the justiy 
merited honor to figure conspicuously ; who fee} nat- 
urally inclined, from honest conviction and principle, 
to take a bold and fearless stand against the self- 
interested designs of those in high seats of power, 
who premeditate the infinite aggrandizement of the 
few at the fearful risk of the consequences that must 
inevitably follow the final success of their concerted 
action ia reference to the financial affairsof this vast 
country and its numerous population. [allude here 
to the late enactment by both Houses of Congress of 
the bill ‘to sustain the public credit.” But Ido not 
propose to discuss ner pretend to fully understand 
thisdifficult and deeply mystified subject, the finances 
of the Government, What I wish to impress upon 
your mind is that through the medium of the press 
the common people, that great laboring, woalth- 
producing class are slowly, but surely advancing to- 
ward a complete understanding in reference to the 
present and prospective future condition of affairs in 
this country, and that their united voice will finally 
bo heard, felt, and respected by those who may wish 
or propose tg serve their interests in a representative 
or executive capacity. I havéread in some of the 
late journals short extracts from your late speech 
before the Senate, where you allude to the present 
condition of the country, and especially to the bear- 
ingsof reccnt legislation in Congress upon the rights 
and interests of the poorer, laboring class, of which 


Tam one now, and ever have been, These extracts | 


This weekly journal, now in its ; 


have had the effect to call forth this hasty, unpre- | 


meditated attempt to address y 
behalf of thethousandsin the W 
are unavoidedly very poor, many of whom have not 
even the limited canacity (whieh is so clearly maui- 
fest in thisletter) that Tam possessed of to doa thing 
of the kind; and many more are so devoid of any 
hopes of ever having their present melancholy con- 
dition changed by the only means (legislation) by 
which change in this respect can be legitimately 
affected, that they scem to have become partially 
reconciled to a condition that they feel they have no 
power to avert, 


In conclusion, let me say, sir, that if you approve 


ou on the subject in | 
est who, like wyself, į 


the sentiments of this:hasty letter, and think that a 
change can and should he effected in behalf of the 
poor, the homeless, and the oppressed generally, 
please indicate your views by letter when conven- 
ient; and if it will not be-eonsidered out of place I 
would furnish some hints for your consideration. 
But if it shail appear to you that I am transcending 
the bounds of propriety, peculiar to my humble 
sphere, in thus so unceremoniously addressing one 
of your exalted station in life, all I ean ‘say in reply 
is that [have acted upon the impulseof the moment, 
and most humbly beg-to be excused. If your late 
speech referred to above is published entire please 
favor me with a copy. 

Hoping that you will still remain the firm friend 
of tho cause of justice to the whole country, I con- 
elude. 

Yours, very respectfully, i 
J. F. KNOWLAND. 
Senator Sprague. 


GREENSBURG, INDIANA, Apri 10, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you be kind enough to send me 


copies of your speeches delivered during the present 


Congress? 
Yours, &e., A. B. ARMINGTON. 


Senator Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


New York, April 10, 1869. 
Senator: Iam interested to read your speeches in 
detail, as weil, also, as your financial bill. May I 


request copies? 
With respect, J. U. ORVIS, 


Hon. William Sprague. 


DINWIDDIE COUNTY, NEAR PETERSBURG, 
Vigarnia, April 10, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Will you pardon a perfect stranger for 
taking the liberty of respectiully soliciting a favor at 
your bands? I have read in the newspapers some 
notices of and extracts from your speeches recently 
delivered in the Senate, and have been so much 
pleased with these intrepid and patriotic utterances 
that I am greatly desirous to obtain correct copies 
of them ail. As T live ina rural district and only 
occasionally see a newspaper it occursto me that you 
would furnish me with them if I made application 
to you, and under this impression I accordingly thus 
address you. [presume that they have been or will 
be printed in pamphlet form, as is very often the case 
with congressional speeches. They ought to be pre- 
pared in this way, atall events, for cireulation among 
the people as, from the importance of their character 
and their peculiar adaptation to the times, besides 
their high merits in point of statesman-like ability 
and loftiness of spirit, they have a peculiar claim in 
a crisis like the present to public consideration. 
Another reason for my troubling you is, that I have 
no Representative in Congress to whom I can apply 
for a public document, and I am sure that you will 
duly appreciate this circumstance and accord to me 
that degree of indulgence to which it entitles me. 

I am one of those old Virginia Whigs who was 
warmly opposed tu secession, and I did what I could 
to save our people from the hazards of such a rash 
and terrible resort. But when, in spite of all the 
efforts of the small minority with which I acted to 
prevent the catastrophe, the war broke out, and a 
de facto government was established, I determined to 
cast my lot with that of the people among whom I 
was born and raised, although I could not but deeply 
deplore the dreadful scenes of blood and devastation 
which I knew would follow. After the surrender of 
our armies in 1863, in view of the resolution of Con- 
gress of July 26, 1861, I confidently expected peace 
and fraternity upon the basis of an immediate and 
full restoration of the States which had been deluded 
into secession to the Union, and if the spirit and let- 
ter of that memorable resolution had 


out there would not have been more true and steady | 


friends of the Republic and its Government than the 
people of the South. Butthe word of promise which 
was held to our ear was broken to ourhope. A vin- 
dictive policy, instead of akind and conciliatory one, 
was inaugurated, and has ever since the meeting of 
the Lhirty-Ninth Congress been inexorably and in- 
flexibly pursued, and of the results of this policy the 
speeches of yours, copies of which I am now request- 
ing of you, are. full of testimony. These speeches 
form a refreshing oasis in thesterile waste into which 
the Union has been converted by the burning pas- 
sions which havelighted up the Halls of the national 


Capitol for the last three years. I hail them as | 


auguries of the most propitious import, as signs of 
an approaching change in the northern mind, which, 
when it comes, will rapidly give peace to our land 
and lay the foundations of a new, solid, and lasting 
prosperity for it. ; 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, 
your most obedient servant, 

JOHN T. ROBERTSON. 

Hon. William Sprague. 


Mr. Robertson is onc of tho ablestmen in the coan- 
try. with talents surpassing most of our able public 
men, and he is as pure as he is intellectually able. 

THOMAS FRANKLAND. 


East Foxsroro, April 10, 1869, 
Dear Sir: I have scen in the papers some extracts 
from your speeches made in the Unite 
ate, and in one of them you said they would b 
in every town and village of the country, which led 
me to believe you intended to publish them. If you 
do, ugar you plenae o soue me one of them, and to 
each of the names I will inclose to you? 
Dp. A. HODGES. 
Joseph Kingsbury, Alfred Hoges, Jobu Bonny, 


een carried |} 


d States Sen- | 
be read | 


Joseph: Dixon, Willard. Pettee, Foxboro, Norfolk 
county, Massachusetts, * 
Hon. William Sprague. : 


P. S.—Such talk will do good here. 


ee New Yoru, April 10, 1869, 
ir: Will you please favor me with a copy of your 
speeches recently delivered in the United States Sen- 
ate? Having read with great interest your fearless 
declaration of truths important for the people ta 
know, I am anxions to read them in full. À 


Yours, respectfully, ; : 
; © EDWIN A. OVERTON. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


. Wauseon, Onto, April 11, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Please send to my address your speech 
or speeches coutaining your plan for thé distribution 
of capital. I have looked long and anxiously for 
some legislation on this subject that would benefit 


the masses. 
Yours, truly, WARREN ©. WILLIAMS. 


Senator Spragne, Washington. 


‘ Frontenac, April 11, 1869, 
My Dear Governor: I have been exceedingly in- 
terested in the partial reports I have seen in the 
papers of your late speech or speeches on tho condi- 
tion of the country, but have also found a disposition 
in the papers I read to misrepresent you and to de- 
preciate the effect of your statements, The acquaint- 
ance that I feel honored and favored in making with 
you Jast summer gives me great confidence in the 
ruth and value of your observations of the working 
of the Government, and ofyour opinions on the finan- 
cial condition of the country. The two points which 
the Republican press most studiously avoid conced- 
ing are the two [hadin my acquaintance with you 
the most occasion to remark. They are your habit of 
philosophical observation of facts and your patriotic 
superiority to class interests, They will not under- 
stand that a New England manufacturer should, as 
a statesman, declare the interests of the whole coun- 
try. Will you be kind enough to send me theso 
speeches, and also to remember mo in the future as 
one whowill be the gratified recipient of thespeeches 
you may make. 
With great respect, very truly, &e., 


og ISRAEL GARRARD. 
Hon. William Sprague, 
United States Senator, Washington, D.C. 


Newsuryrort, Mass., April 12, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you have the kindness to forward 
me some of your speeches as soon as you get them 
ready? The people are all with you in this section 
of the country. Go ahead; you are all right. 
I remain, yours, respectfully, 
CHARLES E. PORTER. 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 
`N. B. Send a number of copies if convenient, 


SPRINGFIELD, MO., April 12, 1869. 
Sir: You will much oblige an old Rhodo Islander 
by sending a copy of your recent speech to 
Dr. J. E. THEFT. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


UNION Grove, WAITESIDES county. ILLINoIs, 
Aprit.12, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Reforms, generally commencing in tho 

lower strata of society, have been somewhat startled 

by extracts and the howl of a portion of the press over 

| your late several speeches in the United States Sen- 

ate. Would be much pleased with copies for reading 


and distribution. 
Most respectfully, yours, &. J. ATKINSON. 


Hon. Senator Sprague. 


PATERSON, New JERSEY, April 12, 1869. 
Sir: Please send mea copy of yourspeech delivered 


in the Senate on the 8th instant. 
Respectfully, GEORGE 8. HILTON. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


LLOYDS, Essex county, VIRGINIA, 

April 12, 1869, 
Dear Sir: Will you do me the favor to send me 
your speeches recently delivercd in the United States 


Senate? 
Yours, very respectfully, B. R. BAIRD. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


Lavrens Court-Houss, 8. C., 
April 12, 1869. 

I take the liberty to address afew lines 
to you in regard to your speech in United States 
Senate. [hope thatsome more bigh~standing man 
would look natural in the future for the welfare of 
the country, and also will understand the meaning 
i! of your speech ; and itis my opinion to look in the 
present generation, to study their character and 
doings. It will be far sorse in the next generation if 
it should not take a change. in the present course, 


Dear Sir: 


|! then it will be certain that the character and virtue 
will be lostgenerally. J acknowledge my sympathy 
with you, ; SAN 
| Yours. &on A. W. KRUSE. 


i Hon. William Sprague, Senator. 
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142 Mast THIRTIETH STREET, 
New York, Aprii 12, 1869, 
Dear Sir: How far the interest ofa young man and 
a stranger, one totally opposed to your political 
tenets, in your recent statesmanlike and decided 
action in the Senute may be acceptable to you I 


haveno means of judging, but to know that your | 


appeal for the people, and your just rebuke to their 
pretended representatives meet with responsive ap- 
preciation from those who have studied earnestly 
the problem of successful republicanism, and hoped, 
until despair came to watch with them, for some 
fearless advocate of right and honesty, must be a 
source of high gratification to you as aman, and of 
encouragement in the unthankful office of censor to 
your compeers. 

A man who would shrink from the course you have 
adopted because of the sneers of foes and the faint 
praise of friends, would deserve the ignomy which 
would be sure to overtake and overwhelm him. A 
courageous persistence carries with ita weight ofsin- 
cerity which wins its way in spite of place and power. 


The school of polities in which I was brought up | 


always left me at liberty. to admire the patriotic 
course of any man, no matter what his party, and 
taught me to adopt as my own all the good I could 
find in whatever creed. What tangible result may 
be obtained by a steady adherence to principle and 
a continued exposition of the mal-administration 
of affairs at Washington and elsewhere, it would be 
too soon now to inquire, but I might build a well- 
groundcd hope that the veto power of justice would 
not be entirely suspended if the integrity and fear- 
lessness of purpose in the future of Senator Sprague 
were a sure sequel of his past course. In conclusion, 
I would ask for a copy of your speech. 
Very respectfully, LEWIS SANDERS. 


Senator Sprague. 


CHELSEA, Massacnuserts, April 13, 1869, 


Dear Sir: I have tried to find your recent speeches | 


in the United States Senate, but it seems the papers 

in this vicinity do not care about publishing them. 

Will you oblige me by sending me a copy? . 
Respectfully, JOHN McKEY. 


Hon. William Sprague. 
Cricaco, April 13, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Will you be so kind as to send to this 
office a couple of copies each of your late speeches in 
the United States Senate? Being anativeof Rhode 
Island must be my excuse for thus troubling you. 

Your obedient servant, HENRY KEITH. 
Hon». William Sprague, 

United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


SALISBURY, N. C., April 13, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Having read with mach interest an ex- 
tract from a speech delivered by you in the Senate 
recently upon the wants of the country and its finan- 
cial condition, may I trouble you for a copy of your 
speech on the subject referred to. 
ĮI have the honor to be, most respectfully, 
J. M. McCORKLE,: 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate, 


Liıxxevs, Missouri, April 15, 1869. 


Will you please send to my address copies of your | 


recent speeches in the United States Senate if you 
have them for general distribution? I shall take 
pleasure in giving them wide Circulation in my 
county, believing them to contain many correctideas 
on social and political questions. 

Yours, very truly, c. D. PRATT. 
Hon. Wiliam Sprague, United States Senator. 


Woorwicn, Marse, April 15, 1869, 
Sir: Will you have the goodness to send me, if you 
have them printed,a copy of your recent speeches in 
the United States Senate? 
Very respectfully, yours, W. A. POTTER. 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate, 


CINCINNATI, April 14, 1869, 


x A report of your recent able speech. in the United | 
States Senate would be duly appreciated by your i 


obedient servant, : g 
J. F. SAUNDERS, 
Hon. William Sprague, Senator, Washington. 
WASHINGTON, April 14, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I have been sent to by many Maryland- 
ers for your speech in the United States Senate. 
kind engugh to send me one or two dozen copies, 
Very respectfully, ` 
cage F. T. MADDOX, 
Hon. William Sprague, alate 


New York, April 14, 1869, 


My Dear Sir: I have been much interested and | 
gratified at the bold and fearlessstand you have seen | 
iit to take respecting the outrages perpetrated upon | 


the people of this country. desire to add my 
tribute to the many you are constantly ‘receiving, 
and pray you may be prospered_in your endeavors 
for the welfare of this country. I would beg to have 
a copy of your speech of March 19 on the tenure- 
of-office act, as I have only seen a brief synopsis of 
it, and am very desirous of reading it intact. 

With assurances of my most distinguished regard, 
I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant, F. D. STEAD, 


Hon, William Sprague. 


Be jj ‘ 
| to me? 
ii like the argument. 


|i Concurrence of your j 
i worthy ‘Chief Justice.” God bless him, he ought to 
i; have been now President. 


: scribe myself, your obedient servant, 


li Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


| them among my friends, 


New York, April 14, 1869. 
Sir: Will you please send me copies of your late 
speeches introducing and urging your loan bill? 


Very respectfully, ¥ 
GEORGE L. ANDREWS. 
Hon. William Sprague, Senator United States, 


New York, April 14, 1889. 

Dear Sir: Willyou be good enough to send me your 
recent speeches in the United States Senate on the 
subject of loaning the public money? I should like 
to understand fully your ideas on that subject, which 
I cannot very well do from the reports sent to the 
Associated Press. 

I should be pleased to have you send me any pub- 
lie documents besides your speeches that are of great 
or general interest. 

Most respectfully, yours, &c.. 

PRINCE DE JUDA. 


Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 
LOUDOUN county, VIRGINIA, 
TayLoxsrown, April 14, 1869. 
Sir: The very meager reports of your late specches 
in the Senate that I have seen have created a great 
desire to see them in full. I have, therefore, to beg 
of you the favor tosend me your speeches, which 


| will gratify me very much. 


Ihave the honor to be, your obedient servant. 
LEWEN T. JONES. 
Hon. Senator Sprague. ` 
LOWELL, MASSACHUSETTS, April 14, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I take the liberty of asking you to send 
me a few copies of your speeches recently made, and 
I do so the more readily from the fact that Cranston 
was my birth place, and I am anxious to sce what it 
is that has been said by one to the "manner born” 
which causes the "galled jade to wince.” 
Very respectfully, GEORGE HOBSON. 
Bostoy, April 16, 1869, 
My Dear Sir: I am daily asked by Boston mer- 
chants for copies of your recent speeches in the Sen- 
ate, and I trust that you will send some at your 


| earliest convenience. 


The men of common sense in this section of the 
country indorse what you have said. 
Truly and respectfully, yours, 
WILLIAM D. DIMOCK. 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington. 


New York, April 16, 1869, 

Senator: Will you excuse a stranger for this intru- 
sion on your official time? Iam wellaware that your 
time and attention are engrossed in your duties and 
official labors; still I can hardly suppress the utter- 
ance of my sincere and heartfelt commendation of 
the noble, dignified, intelligent, and patriotic stand 
you have recently taken in your place in the United 
States Senate. Leongratulate you, sir, and the coun- 
try that we have one man inthe Senate, though from 
“little Rhody,” who dares be honest, intelligent, and 
patriotic. It is mortifying to us New Yorkers that 


| we have no one inthe Senate who has the ability and 


independence to throw himself into the breach be- 
tween the country and the party and yield his devo- 
tion to the former rather, if needs be, than the latter. 
Rhode Island, through one, at least, of her repre- 
sentatives, deserves well of the Republic, and I doubt 
noi will sooner or later receive her reward. 

I bave been doubting for some years whether or 
not all of our great and patriotic men had not left the 
councils of the country, but thank Heaven there is 
hope yet for our beloved country andits institutions. 
, Allow me again to thank you for your able and 
judicious end independent speeches lately delivered 
in the Senate. I have read them as they have synop- 
tically been presented through the journals. 

If it is not taxing you too much, would you do me 
the favor to send me a few copies if they are to be 
issued in pamphlet form? I would like to distribute 
In the course you have 
taken you will have, I doubt not, the support and 
honored father-in-law, our 


Pardon the liberty I take, and allow me to sub- 


CHARLES S. GOODRICH, 
Late United States Consul, France. 


PHILADELPHIA, April 16, 1869, 


_ My Dear Sir: I see by the newspapers that you | 
it Intend to publish your speeches in pamphlet form. |; 


Can I claim the privilege of having a few copies sent 
Although differing from you politically I 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient. servant, 
DAVID P. WEAVER, 
, City Commissioner. 
Hon. William Sprague, 
United States Senator, Washington, D. C, 


ORANGE, NEW JERSEY, April 16, 1869, 
Dear Sir: Please send me a few copies of your 
speeches. They are just what the people want. 


ours, truly, 
W. WALLACE SNYDER. 
Hon, William Sprague. 


Roxpout, New York, April 16, 1369, 
Dear Sir: Send me a copy of your speeches, if any 


to spare. 
Respectfully, A. WHARTON BICKLEY, 


Senator Sprague, 


Dear Sir: Having read your speeches recently i 
the Senate of the United States, and thanking ee 
with al: my heart for what you have done, but hop- 
ing that you will not weary in well doing, but go on 
to the end, beg you to send me, when you can, some 
of your speeches when published. This whole nation 
rises up to-day and blesses you for what you have 


already done. X 
Yours, very truly, JOSEPH BRYAN. 


Senator Sprague. 


WALTHAM April 16, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Will you have the kindness to forward 
to my address your two last speeches, and oblige 


yours, 
A WILLIAM A. ADAMS. 


Natick, April 16, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Thewaters are a little stirred up here in 
Rhode Island just now: but as the name of Spraguc 
and defeat do not harmonize I have strong hopes in 
the future. Please send me a few copies of your 
speeches at your convenience, as we get but little but 
what the Providence Journal sees fit to publish about 
| bere. Mills are running well at present. 
Yours, truly, WILLIAM M. SPINK, 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


New York, April 15. 1869. 
Sir: If your recent, speeches on the state of the 
country have been printed in full please send mé a 
copy of them, and much oblige, yours, very truly, 
EDWARD W. FOSTER. 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate, 


Parrerson’s Depot, WEST VIRGINIA, 
April 15, 1869, 

Dear Sir: Will you be kind enough to send me 

copies of your recent great speeches, which I believe 

destined to do much good. I will distribute them . 

among my neighbors, and do all I can to have them 

read by my friends. 

Very respectfully, JOHN A. ROBINSON, 
Ilon. Me Sprague. 


Brooxuyy, New York, April 15, 1869, - 
Honored Sir: You will confer a favor on at least 
five hundred ofyour admirers in this city by sending 
fifty copies of your speeches to my address, I ama 
member of the class called mechanics. The life of 
the country is their life, and you I recognize ag their 
champion. I have read yourspeeches in the papers, 
but Ishould like to have the above number of copies 
in pamphlet form that I may distribute them among 
i my fellow-workmen, &e. s S 
Yours, truly, R. COWEN, 
Senator Sprague. 


t 

H Hren Suoaus, Gaston county, N. C., 

ji April 18, 1869. 

| Dear Sir: Dome the favor to send me several copies 
' of your late speeches, and oblige. 

| Very respectfully, yours, 

CHARLES WILKES, 

: Hon, William Sprague, $ 
Senator United States, Washington City, 


New York, April 15, 1869. 

Dear Sir: The writer wishes to congratulate you 
on the truth of your remarks in the United States 
Senate of late in regard to the corruption of public 
men. It is the same in_private life, in a business 
i, way. The writer has had a long experience in this 
city, and am sorry to say that it seems to grow worse 
! and worse. It is time for some one to speak out, and 
I am glad to see you are not afraid to do it. 
‘| Ihave never had the pleasure of secing you, but 
| if you should ever happen to think of it when home 
ask my old friend Whipple, the hatter, in your city, 


: who Tam. 
Yours, truly, SAMUEL G. STARR. 


i Hon. Senator Sprague, 


PuruapuLpura, April 15, 1869, 
: Dear Sir: Will you permit me to add my mite of 
j; praise in bebalf of the good work that you have 
| undertaken? Iknow but of two epochs in history in 
ii which public men were as corrupt as they are now. 
| The firstimmediately after the proscription of SyHa; 
the second under the French Directory. You have 
‘put your hand to the plow; see that you drive the 
hare deep down until you shall weed out all the 
rorruption in Congress. Will you be kind enongh 
to send me a copy of your speeches when you have 
them ready? I know several gentlemen who will be 
glad to got them. The corruptionists hate you. You 
must expect to be abused, villified. and wisrepre- 
sented. Do not flag; you will have God, the people, 
and a good cause to sustain you. 
JOHN CAMPBELL. 


Respectfully, yours, 
Hon. Senator Sprague. 


HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA, April 1v, 1869. 

Dear Sir: If you can spare twenty copies of your 
speech, or a less number if you have them not to 
spare, they can be used here toa good effect. I have 
written to one of our Senators and our Represonta- 
tive, but have not yet received them. If nut too 
much trouble please send ine at least a few copie. 
ours, &e., JOHN WALLOWE 


Hon, William Spracue. 
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COVINGTON, INDIANA, April 17, 1869. 

Sir: I have read in a newspaper some extracts 
from a speech recently delivered by you in your 
place in the United States Senate which makes me 
desirous of reading it in its entirety. If not too 
much trouble to you I shall receive it as a kindness 
at your hands if you will send ime a copy of it. If 
you should desire a reference, I can refer to Hon. G. 
S. Orib, of the House of Representatives. 


Very respectfully, . 
SAMUEL J. WELDON. 
lion. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


i New Yorx,. April 17, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you please send me a copy of your 
recent speeches for.my library use ? 
Respectfully, T. F. GIBBONS. 
Hon. William Sprague. 
New HAMPSHIRE PATRIOT OFFICE, 


CONCORD, New HAMPSHIRE, 
April l7, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Please send me a copy of yourlatcspecch i 


in the United States Senate, and oblige, yours, re- 


spectfully, 
WILLIAM P. HILL. 
Hon. William Sprague. 
PHILADELPHIA, April 17, 1869. 


Sir: Understanding that your late speeches have 
been published in pamphlet form, may I ask the 
favor of you to forward me a few copies for self and 


friends, as the reports in the papers are but meager? | 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS F. SHEWELL. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


Bostoy, April 16, 1869. 


Dear Sir: If your recent speeches in the Senate 
are in print, will you kindly forward mea copy and 
greatly oblige, very truly, yours, 

R. F. BRIGGS. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


PITTSBURG, Pa., April 17, 1869. 

Honorable Sir: The newspapers give such meager 
and garbled extracts of the speeches lately delivered 
by you that itis impossible to form any idea of their 
purport, and having a great desire to know your 
views on the “situation,” I take the liberty of ask- 
ing for copies of them, Hoping that you may find it 
convenient to comply with my request, and that you 
will pardon the presumption of a stranger, I remain, 


very respectfully, yours, 
ot J.C. LEECH. 
Hon. William Sprague, A 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Warren, Mass., Apri? 17, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you please send me copies of your 
late speeches, and oblige a former resident of Provi- 


dence, 
GEORGE M. NEWTON. 


New Yorx, April 17, 1869. 
Dear Sir: If convenient may I tax your kindness 
for ten copies of your last speech ? 


lion, William Sprague. 


Assuring you that the course you have of late | 


pursred mects the hearty concurrence not only of 
my humble self but of all my friends, I remain, very 


respectfully, X $ 
A. M. SOTELDO, jr. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


PHILADELPHIA, April 17, 1869. 
Dear Sir: As a Rhode Islander I still feel a lively 
interest in everything thatrelates to the affairs of my 
native State. Will yousend me your recent speeches 
inthe Senate? Icordially approve your course, and 
hope you will be sustained. a , 
Yours, truly, W. L. DENNIS. 
Hon. William Sprague. 
BALTIMORE, April 17, 1869. 
Dear Sir: As I understand you are having your 
speeches printed, I would be much obliged to you 
for a copy of them. g So ai 
Very respectfully, D. LOWENTHAL. 
Hon. Senator Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


BALTIMORE, April 17, 1869. 
My Doar Sir: I have read your speeches with a 
great deal of pleasure in the newspapers, and I 
thought I would ask you to oblige me with copiesin 
pamphlet form. I desire then, tor future ripe Saas 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ees GEORGE SMALL. 
Hon, Wm. Sprague, Washington, D.C. 


New York, April 17, 1869, 
u have the kindness to favor 
me with ten copies of your recent speeches in the 
United States Senate to be distributed among my 
friends? In closing I would say push forward and 
drive the rogues who now are ruining the country, 
drive them from their hiding- places, unveil them 
before the people, that they may see in r 
kind of men they are who now have ¢ 
commerce, and are the controllers of our finances. 


Dear Sir; Will yo 


eality what , 
e control of cur | 


! Hon. Senator Sprague. 


! Hon. William Sprague. 


By conforming to my requestyou willgreatly oblige, 
your humble servant, - i ‘ 

ee ANDREW B. CARPENTER. 
Hon. William Sprague. : 


BROOKLYN, New YORK, April 17, 1869. 
_Sir: Having read extracts from your spteches de- 
livered in the Senate Chamber with interest, I would 
esteem it a favor if you will send them to me in full. 
Your strictures upon the corruption of our eminent 
public men and the ruinous results of their imprac- 
ticable legislation on finances and taxation is not 
only correct, but will be cordially indorsed. by every- 
thinking, unprejudiced Republican; and as agitation 
is the mother of reformation, ** stiek” to your child 
untilit is permanently established and able to defend 
itself is the sincere wish of yours, respectfully. 
an JOHN T. GILES. 
Hon. William Sprague, 


United States Senator, Washington, D. C. 


ASHLAND, HANOVER COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 
April 17, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Please do me the favor to send me a 
c-py of your late speech in the Senate. It is ex- 
tremely gratifying to find one gentleman at least in 
high place rise to the level of statesmanship in beal- 
ing the public wounds and arresting the inevitable 
ruin which mere partisanship will work for the morals 
and the strength and prosperity of the country. 

I took the liberty of addressing you a line some 
days ago in behalf of the college which we have just 
removed to this place. On Henry Clay’s natal spot, | 
it will be to him a monument such as he would first 
have chosen, We have much need to repair our 
apparatus, injured by negro occupancy of the college 
buildings. We are very anxious, also, to found and | 
endow a Henry Clay professorship, that.we may have 
his name in highest remembrance. We venture to 
hope that the great manufacturers of our country. 
among whom you stand a prince, will sympathize in 
this design and will add of their wealth to the con- 
tributions of our extreme poverty. If the subject 
interests you please be good enough to favor me with 


a line of answer. 
Very respectfully, R. M. SMITH. 


PITrsBURG, April 17, 1859. 
Dear Sir: Will you do me the favor to send me one 
or two copies of the speeches lately delivered by you 
in the United States Senate? Our papers have only 
published the meager extracts from telegraphic 


reports, &c. 
Very respectfully, W.S. PURVIANCE. 


Hon. William Sprague. 
New York, April 19, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Please send me your late speeches, and 
oblige, yours, truly, a 
E. A. MANN. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


Newark, N. J., Apri 19, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you please send me your recent 
speeches in the United States Senate? Jam very 
desirous of reading them in full. In sending them 


pl direct to 
please aire FRANK P. NORTON. 
Mr. Sprague. 


PHILADELPHIA, April 19, 1869. 

Sir: Your reeent speeches in the United States 
Senate are doing the work of awakening the masses 
to a proper appreciation of the impending danger to 
the Republic. Likea faithful sentinel you aresound- 
ing the alarm. Keep onin the good work, Please 
send me some copies of your speeches. I can and 
will use them to advantage. 2 

Truly, yours, JOHN WELSH. 
Hon. William Sprague, : 

United States Senate, Washington, D. O. 


164 FRANKLIN STREET, BALTIMORE, 
April 19, 1869. 
Sir: Please do me the favor of remitting copies of 
your late speeches. p é 
By so doing, much oblige, respectfully, your obe- 


dient servant, 
SARN A GEORGE F. ARMOR. 
Hon. Mr. Sprague, United States Senator. 


PHILADELPHIA, April 19, 1869. 
Sir: Will you be kind enough to forward mecopies 
of your recent speeches in the United States Senate | 


ati 1 finances, and oblige, yours respectfully, | 
eae O OMAYER ZULICK. | | 


Hon. William Sprague. 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


COCKEYSVILLE, MD., April 19, 1868. | 

My Dear Sir: Do be kind enough to send me copies 
of your iecont adinira speeches delivered in the | 
United States Sonate, and very much oblige your | 
friend, PHILIP A. BALL. | 


Senator Sprague, of Rhode Island. 


PHILADELPHIA, April 19, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Will you do me the favor to send me a | 
copy of your recent speeches for reform, and very | 
mush oblige, your obedient servant, te Ael 
WILLIAM S. PRICE. : 


APPOMATTOX COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 

sei oe ctro wprid9, 1869, 
Dear Sir: I will be much:gratified if-you will send 
me a copy of your'speech made sometime since in 


the United States Senate. : 
Very respectfully, JESSE T. DAVIDSON. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


STERLING, ILLINOIS; April 19, 1869. 
Dear Sir: For sometime past I have been reading 
extracts from your speeches with an increasing in- 
terest, but as 1 can only get a.“ bit here and there” 
in the papers I would thank you to send me speeches 
and documents of like character that may serve to 
post. me on the doings of the Senate. Living so far 
as we do from Washington “distance may lenden- 
chantment to the view,” and which may be entirely 
changed upon a closer examination. ` 
Very truly, yours, JOHN W. ALEXANDER: 


Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


_ ATLANTA, GEORGIA, April 9, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Ilaving seen many extracts published 
of your recent speech in the Senate, Lam very anx- 
ious to secure a copy, and respectfully request that 
you will furnish me with one. 
Hoping you will comply with my request, I. am, 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: H. C. BILLINGS.. 
Senator Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


PERU, Invisna, April 10, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you do me the favor to forward at 
your earliest. convenience a package of your late 
speeches, and greatly oblige, yours, truly, 
HENRY DUTTON, 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington. g 


Sratu House, Bosrox, April 10, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I should not trouble you again, having 
done so once with a note to which I have yours of 
March 17 in reply, if I had not just heard something 
which both surprises and gratifies me, and at the 
same time shows that there is more than one reason 
for the strange, almost insane hostility shown toward 
you lately by the leading Republican papers and 
party men, who evidently are more afraid of you 
than they would dare to acknowledge. i 

Ihave been told by those who profess to know, 
that you believe, as I do, that our friends who have 
gone before us to the otber world can and do return 
and aid us in any good work we may undertake here; 
and I can assure you from a pretty long and severe 
experience that the person in your position or mine 
who entertains and dares to express such belief runs 
great risk of losing caste with all the people, who 
never accept the truth or abandon old error until 
they have ascertained whether the Scribes and Phar- 
isees have done so or not, 

Perhaps I need not tell you how it has been with 
Professor Hare, Judge, Edmunds, Epes Sargent, 
William and Mary Howitt, and hosts of others, who 
until they became spiritualists were considered quite 
respectable, but never afterward. 

Ido not fear that you will be frightened out of 
your propriety by any loss of this sort, and perhaps 
you know already how much independence costs, 

T have only desired to say to youthat allof us here 
who have had this sort of experience know what it 
means and can sympathize with you, 

I should be very glad indeed, if at any time you 
are likely to be in Boston, I might see you for an hour 
or so, and discuss this question of open communi- 
cation with the other world, and also exchange 
views in regard to our finances and the proper treat~ 
mont of the debtsnow due in currency or depreciated 

ollars. 

It has seemed to me that the Presidentin his in- 


' augural points toward some measure by which justice 


should be secured to the debtors, and I have great 
confidence that it is within the power of a compari- 
tively small number of persons in your position, in 
concert with him, to bring aboutimmediate resump~ 
tion without any risk of a finangial crisis, which 
otherwise we shall be likely to experience. 

I think you will agree that it is desirable to get 
back to the old standard without bankrupting the 
debtors by obliging them to pay $100 in gold when 
they only owe $160in paper, equal to seventy-five or 
seventy-six dollars in gold, and thatweshoulddono 
injustice to the creditors by providing in repealing 
the legal-tender act that all old currency contracts 
then existing shall be paid at their real value in the 
new dollars or gold currency. This would be just te 
all parties, and I want very much that you should 
see it as I do, and then between _ yourself and the 
President and a few others contrive some mode by 
which Congress can be made to see it so, and act 
accordingly. 

With justice to the West and to all debtors we can 
have peace. Butwithout this there can be no peace, 
and therefore I shall confidently hope that you will 
be influenced by your friends who have. gone before 
us to a higher, broader life, to take up the question 
and treat it from their stand-point, so that we may 
at last have it settled, and settled equitably. 

If you think it is likely that I can see you, or you 
feel that the idea I have offered is worth considera- 
tion, please let me hear from you. Otherwise, do not 
take your time to write, for I would not tax you'un- 
necessarily fal 

ruly and respectfully, yours, 
` DAVID WILDER, | 
Formerly State Auditor, 
Hon. William Sprague, f ; 
United Statea Senate, Weshinoton, D, C. 
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April 22, 


COLUMBUS; GA., April 10, 1869, 
Dear Sir: Ibavo been much pleased withsuch por- 
tious of the recent speeches made by you in the Sen- 


ate ag have met publication, and would like tohave. 


them in full. In fact, having no representative in 
Congress that I can call upon, I 
obligations by being placed on your document list. 
It is proper to state that before the late ‘‘ cruel war” 
Thad the pleasure of meeting and being presented 
to you one summer at the North, 

Respectfully, yours, 
` ALEXANDER C. MORTON. 
Hon. William Sprague,’ 4 

United States Senate, Washington, D. O. 


NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, April 10, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Although without avoicein public affairs, 
and‘ perhaps but limited influence, I hope I may be 
permitted to express my admiration for the mauli- 
ness, independence, comprehensiveness, and states- 
manship exhibited in your recent course in the Sen- 
ate; more particularly in the remarks made on the 
30th ultimo, of which [ have not been enabled as yet 
to obtain a full report.. Will you be so kind as to 
send mea copy? . 

Education and interest—haying once been a large 
slaveholder—have caused me to observe from a dif- 
ferent stand-point in times past. But in the present 
miserable state of affairs my attention having been 
attracted to you, I will be permitted to say that I 
have been much gratified and have a new hope 
awakened, that with such material there is yet a 
chance to bring about some change in the present 
state of affairs. 

I will be much interested in watching yourcareer, 
and would be flattered at tho reception of such docu- 
ments as you might see properto send to my address, 


With much respect, 
HENRY S. FRAZER. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


WASHINGTON, April 12, 1869. 
My Dear Sir: Allow me to thank you for your 
kindness in giving me a note to Seeretary Borie the 
other day. As perhaps you saw by the papers the 
intercessions of the Vice President, yourself, and 
other influential parties were sufficient to secure my 
reinstatement, read with much attention your 
speech on the repeal of the tenure-of-office bill, as 
wellas thesynopsis OM ils others that have appeared 
in the papers. I think your position with reference 
to that act was a sound one, and I am glad toseethat 
our little State is making itself heard at last, and 
especially through the representative of its young 
men. Please put me in your list for some copies of 

all your speeches when they are issued, 
ery respectfully and truly, yours 
H. H. TILLY. 


Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


CurcaGco, April 12, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you obligo mo by sending me copies 
of your late speeches, particularly that on the “ten- 
ure-of-officebill?” Your guns have been well aimed. 
I should like to see with what they were charged, 


Very respectfully, J. N. STILES. 


Hon, William Sprague, 
Senator from Lhode Island. 


Qurxoy, ILLINOIS, April 12, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Allow me to congratulate you for the 
noble stand you have taken in the Senate. Your 
course meets the approbation of the conservative 
men of all parties in this city. If you have any of 
your speeches printed I wish you would send me 
some of them to distribute among my friends. 


I am, very truly, yours, &e., JOHN A. ALLEN 
Ion. William Sprague. ma ak 


CARTERSVILLE, CUMBERLAND COUNTY, VA., 
Apri 12, 1869, 

Dear Sir: Ihave just read in the New York Tri- 
hune of the 7th instant, a paper I take, not from 
choice, but to see the drift of our affairs, a personal 
explanation you make of a former speech, a short 
sketch of which I read lately in a Richmond paper, 
and I cannot deny myself the pleasure of expressing 
to you my thanks for that manly and noble effort, 
and the great satisfaction it gave me, and, as I þe- 
lieve, will also to the great mass of ourpeople. You 
have struck a chord which will vibrate in unison 
with the feelings and sentiments and wishesof every 
reflecting and patriotic citizen of our country. For 
God's sake, for the people and good Government’s 
sake, maintain the stand which your talents and 
position entitle you to, and i 
rescue the Government from the whirlpool which 
threatens to engulfit. Butyoustrike but one of the 


discordant strings, the lawyers, which have brought | 


ruin upon the harmony of our system of Govern- 
ment, and are now rioting in the wreck they have 
made, 

Two other classes remain to receive, I hope, your 
severest censure and condemnation. T allude tothe 
political parsons and the profligate, unprincipled, and 
mercenary editors of many of the political papers of 
the day, Here is more than Herculean work: but 
recollect that Hercules, even in bis cradle, boldly 
scized the twoserpentsin both hishands.and squeezed 
them to death, You will have the third serpent to 
contend with, but as you are “a man,” we will hope 
and pray that you will use your feet, if necessary, to 
crush the head of this third monster also, There is 
a fearful combination and collusion of these three 
political serpents, which will make the contest more 


would feel under | 


continue the effort to | 


serious, but the victory more glorious. The peo- 
ple wili encourage, applaud, and sustain you, and 
children yet unborn will rise np to bless and rever- 
ence your name and memory. I sball be glad to 
receive your speeches when prepared for circulation, 
and if you think proper to honor this letter with 
your notice, please direct to your obedient servant, 
GEORGE M. BROWN, M. D. 


Hon. Senator Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


P. S. I wrote, during the war, a short and earnest, 
but I know very imperfect, article on the subject 
referred to in this letter, under the title of ** Scribes 
Pharasees and Lawyers,” which I tried toget, in vain, 
all the so-called religious and political papers in 
Richmond to publish, and made similar effortssince 
the war with like failure. It expressed but the sin- 
cere, unselfish, unambitious opinions of a lover of 
his race and country, and judging the humble and 
unaspiring masses by myself, I thought and still þe- 
lieve, that if its truths could have reached the peo- 
ple, many of the evils which have been heaped and 
gathered upon us would have been avoided. If in 
your leisure you would read it, I would send you 
the copy I have, with the wish there expressed, I 
hope fulfilled, that one fitted for it would thoroughly 
do the subject justice, B. 


OMANA, NEBRASKA, April 12, 1869. 
My Dear Senator: Will you do me the favor to 
send me your late speech on corruption? Also, 
please send me copies of any other speeches made 
by you at the Jate session of Congress. 


Always yours, truly, C. S. CHASE, 


Boston, April 12, 1869. 
Dear Sir: God bless you for your late speeches for 
truth, forright, and the cause of human progress. 
Please send me copies of all as fast as published. 
Congress indeed seems to be like a bear garden, and 


you have done your country and the world a lasting | 


good by standing up and speaking truths that wil- 
lions know but dare not utterin high places. 
almost seems like the millennium when one United 
States Senator is willing to face the world of hypoc- 
ricy and deceit in public, as wellas private life, and 
rebuke it as you have done. Honor and success to 
you in the work you have so nobly began. 

Ihavethe honor to be, respectfully and truly, yours, 

STEPHEN M. ALLEN, 

Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


Granp Rapips, Mren., April 13, 1869, 


Sir: Being desirous to investigate the subject of 
resumption, and the finance question generally, I 
take tho liberty to write and request you, ifit would 
putyoutonoineonvenience, tosend meyourspeeches 
in the Senate, and such matter as bears upon that 
subject, which you may have at your disposal, in the 
shape of documents, if you can spare them as well as 
not. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

ROGER W. BUTTERFIELD. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


Rock HILL, N. C., April 13, 1869, 


Sir: I have seen some extracts and a number of 
comments upon recent speeches delivered by you in 
the Senate of tho United States. I take the liberty 
of requesting you to send me copies of those speeches. 
From what I have seen of them they contain truths 
which it is high time the American people were 
taking to heart. The Government is becoming—has 
it not become ?—as rotten and as corrupt as the effete 
monarchies of Europe,and unless something is done 
to arrest the present tendency we will soon be a 
Republic only in name. Butit may seem strange, 
even indecorous, to you for a citizen of North Caro- 
lina— a rebel’’—to evince any desire for the pros- 
perity and glory of the American Republic. We 
made an honest and earnest effort to sever our con- 
nection with it, and we believed for good cause. We 

ayed. 
We have complied with all the re- 
quirements, however humiliating they may have 
been, yet we are denounced as rebels, as mon who 
yet plot treason, and are dangerous to the Govern- 
ment. Itis nottrue. Ourfeelings toward tke north- 
ern people are not unkind; we are tired of strife 
and contention; we are not turbulent and factious; 
we want, above all things, peace and guiet. We 
pay taxes to support the Government; we want to 
see it honestly administered, and notso administered 
as to benefit a party, but the whole country. Cor- 
ruption and profligaey are notconfined to Washing- 
toncity. Come to the capitol of North Carolina and 
other southern States and you will find the very 
atmosphere reeking with it. Our Legislatures are 
largely made up of scalawags, carpet-baggers, and 
negroes, men who care nothing for the material in- 
terests of the country, and whose object is to put 
money in their own pockets. Because we denounce 
them we are called rebels, traitors, &e. We do de- 
nounce them; they ought to be denounced, for they 
are a curse and a blight upon the country. You de- 
serve and I believe will receive the thanks of all 


honest men for denouncing the corruption that in- | 


fests our legislative halls, both State and national. 
The destiny of this country is with you people of the 
North. We of the South can do but little; but in 
every effort to preserve and perpetuate the institu- 
tions of our fathers you will have whatever support. 
we can give, andall of our commendation. I have 
been ied to make these remarks from reading notices 
of your speech, and from the fact that we are so 
grossly and. persistently misrepresentod, believing 
that you will accept them in the spirit with which 


It | 


We were told to do certain things and all | 
| would be well. 


! you personally. 


they are written—that of candor and kindness. I 
would be pleased to distribute a number of copies 
of your speech, and any other documents with which 
you may favor me from time to time. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, yours, &¢., 
J. ©. NORM ‘ 
Hon. William Sprague. LAN 


OLDTOWN, April 18, 1869. 


Sir: I have seen notices of certain speeches re- 
cently delivered by you in the Senate expressing 
views upon the state of the country, but have been 
unable to procure a copy of either of them. If printed 
for distribution, will you be so kind as to favor me 
with a copy? Ifthe brief analysis of these speeches 
given in the newspapers is in any respect correct, 
your questions are certainly well taken, and, in my 
humble opinion, tenable. 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient ser- 


oe G. P. SEWALL 
Hon. William Sprague. eas / 


WORCESTER, MASS., April 18, 1869, 


Sir: Wiil you be so very kind as to send me a copy 
of your late speeches in the Senate? 

We are all very much interested here in the course 
you have recently taken in the United States Con- 
gress, and we glory in your efforts for retrenchment 
and reform. God prosper you and the good work 
which you have commenced. 

Yours, very respectfully, is 

JAMES J. KENNEDY, 


| Hon. William Sprague, United States Senator. 


Wasarneton, D. C., Aprié 13, 1889. 


Dear Sir: Will you forward to mea copy of the late 
speech in the Senate by ex-Governor Sprague? 


Yours, respectfully, 
J. R. Ti. GERMANS, 
Hon. R. E. Fenton. 


Norwicu, Vermont, April 13, 1869. 


_ Dear Sir: I trust you will not deem it presumption 
in me to address you at this time, being a stranger to 
I have seen many extracts of late 
that purport to come from speeches recently deliv~ 
ered by you in the United States Senate onthe civil 
tenure bill, &c. As thesespeeches, what I have seen 
of them, speak in behalf of an oppressed people and 
a corrupt system of legislation, I have taken the 
liberty to ask you to forward me a few conics of the 
same for perusal and distribution. The heart of the 


. people are with you while you advocate their cause. 


You alone almost of our public men stands forth to 
proclaim the rights of an overburdened and over- 
taxed people. Keep cn in the good work, and thou- 
sands upon thousands will rise up regardless of party 
to sustain you. Iam a Democrat politically. 
I am, my dear sir, truly, yours, 
LEWIS S, PARTRIDGE, 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senator. 


PHILADELPHIA, April 13, 1869. 
Respected Sir: Horace H. Day’s letter, published 
in the Daily News of this morning, meets with a gen- 
eral response from the workingmen of this city. Go 
on, go on, go on, and may God give yon, heaith and 
strength to battle for the depressed millions of your 
fellow-citizens. 
Yours, with respect, 
JOHN HAVILAND. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


MACON, GEORGIA, April 14, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Please send me your recent speeches in 
the Senate, and groatly oblige. 2 

Yours, &e., T. J. SIMMONS. 
Senator Sprague. 


NEW ORLEANS, April 14, 1869. 
Dear Sir: You will make me a great pleasure by 
sending me the last speech you delivered in the Sen- 
ate. 
Tremain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
. A. COMMAGERS. 
Hon. William Sprague, 


Senator from Rhode Island. 


234 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 
April i5, 1899. 
My Dear Sir: I will esteem it a great favorif you 
will send me any or all of your late speeches on the 
present condition of the country. Philadelphians 
are watching you with great interest, and applaud 
your conduct, E 
Respectfully, yours, E. E. EASTLACK. 
Hon. Wiiliam Sprague, 
Senator from Hhode Island. 


Bancor, Maine, Apri? 15, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Pardon me for making a requisition for 
you to forward me ten, or more of your Sth of April 
speech in the United States Senate, Thore isa great 
want among the people to road it, Phe Republican 
papers are mum in regard to publishing it. 

Very respectfully, yours, we 

CHARLES K. MILLER. 
Hon. William Sprague, 
United States Senator, Wushington D. O. 


1869. 
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Morrison, Inurwois, April 15, 1869, 
Sir: Will you please send me your speech lately 
delivered in the United States Senate ? 


Yours, respectfully, 
es W. S. WILKINSON, 
Hon. William Sprague. 
OTTER Pont, MD., April 16, 1869. 
Sir: Please send one or two of your speeches “that 


weread abont’? to the address below, and oblige, | 


respectfully, yours, 


he W, S. OSBORN. 
ilon. William Sprague, 


New York, April 16, 1869. 
Sir: Would you oblige me by sending copies of 
your late speeches in Congress? 
I remain, yours, most respectfully, 
JAMES PEARSON. 
Senator Sprague. 


NEWARK, New Jersey, April 16, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Please send me five copies of your recent 
pungent speeches, and oblige, yours, 
J. M. KEEN, 
Senator Sprague. 


New York, April 16. 1869, 
Dear Sir: Will you do me the honor of placing my 
name and address upon your list for mailing copies 
of your lute and future speeches before the Senate 
and elsewhere, and oblige, very truly, yours, 
N. BINGHAM. 


Hon. William Sprague. 
New Havey, Apri? 16, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Will you have the kindness to forward 
me a copy of your celebrated speech on the condition 
of the country, as delivered by youintheSenate? My 
reason is I wish the whole, not a garbled report, as 
there are many of my friends that want theoriginal. 
Pardon the liberty, &c. 

Respectfully, yours, HUGH DAILY. 
Hon. Senator Sprague, Washington, D. © 


New York, April 17, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Will you be kind enough to send me 
copies of your recent speechesin the Senate? Ihave 
been gronily interested in them, meager though the 
reports have been, and I am anxious to get them 
eutire. Lf they are not yet published in pamphlet 
pora oblige me by sending the Globe contaiuing 
them. 

Very respectfully, J; R. FELLOWS. 
Hon. Wiliam Sprague, United States Senator. 


East Mapisox, Mainz, April 19, 1869, 


Dear Sir: I should be pleased to have fifty copies lj 


of your last speech to circulate here among the work- 
ing and thinking men, There are at the present a 
great many of that ciass who having nothing else to 
do can study the cuuses why the past winter bas 
been so dull. It will tell them of the economy that 
was practiced in the past whenthe poorsought tobe 
rich before they put themselves in tae clothes aad 
style of tne rich, Ft will tell them the reason why 
A B & Co. have left off employing wen and put 
their capital into five-twenty bonds; why B F & 
Co. have suspended operations because they cannot 


compete with the national Government in paying |! 1 YOu i 
P ee ally, moreover, J feel inclined to underwrite a good | 


interest, to say nothing of the enormous municipal 
and national taxes. Interest; why I could loan 
$100,000 here in a short time ateight and ten percent, 
on real estate worth three times that. But if there 
is a little money about it goes into town, State, or 
natioual bounds, to escape the enormous municipal 
taxes, that average three and a half percent. The 
business men go to the banks where the rates are ten 


per cent, which soon bring them into bankruptey. I | 
here in į 


said go to the banks. Why, sir, we have 
Skowhegan, our leading village, $400,000 bank capi- 
tal, or $360,000 circulation, yet they do but a sinall 
business in the discount line, as Government stocks 
pay better, so their circulation is mostly invested in 
them. Reduce the rates of interest and business 
will thrive. Keep inthe track you haveonened, and 
four years willsee the man who in his inaugural 
turned his back on the tax-payers step_ aside to give 
place to one who, despite party shackles, has the 
foresight, honesty, and courage to standup beforean 
imbecile Senate and tell them the truth in relation 
to the country, Let officeholders and office-seekers 
croak and snarl; let a venal and pensioned press 
growl; the people are with you. 2 
Excuse this trespass on your time, and believe me 


to be, yours, very truly, JEFF. SAVAGE. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


CAMBRIDGEPORT, MASSACHUSETTS, 
April 17, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Like the hero of ancient Israel, you are 
hurling the pebbles at the Goliah heads. The masses 
of the people respond in applause, 
cloments in New England and throughout the coun- 
try arc insympathy with you—arewith you. All the 
so-called reformers, Radicals, eome-outers, Emer- 


sonia transeendentatists, optimists, £c., and every jj 


class advocating retrenchment and revolution and 
the breaking down of partyism, are with you. I 
speak from what [ know. 


for seme man like you to get ap and speak in the 
council chambers of the nation. I pray, sir, that 


4isr Coxa. Ist Sess.—No. 49. 


The most radical | 


I have labored as minis- | 
Y, author, editor, and lecturer of not much fame 
beyond the circle of personal friends, and have waited | 


ij] youmaynotwaver. Youstand on etern 
and the nation can stand on no other 
the majority in power at Washington scowl, frown, 
laugh, hiss, and thunder, but remember the millions 
of the people will back you and the angel hosts of 
the Almighty will inspire you. Your fine, sensitive 
nature may quiver beneath the storm of foes, but, 
sustained by a consciousness of right and the ulti- 
mate blessings of the masses, you have ample com- 
pensation. Be thou in one a Paul and a Patrick 
Henry! My pen and voice are now stayed, and I 


al principle, 
ground. Let 


bide my time. I have been on the stump, and in com- 
mon with hosts I take the field again, when more men 
like you can be found to “ery aloud, and spare not,” 
Did not my family depend on my professional labor, 
gods! how I would goin with pen and tongue to aronse 
the public in stronger enthusiasm and sympathy with 
daring, iconoclast patriots like yourself. 
Yours, for humanity, URIAH CLARK. 

Senator Sprague. 


i S 


H ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA, 
April 17, 1869. 

Sir: Being an entire stranger to you, but a great 
admirer of the course you bave taken as a Senator 
of the United States against the evils of corruption 
now so prevalent at our national as well as State 
capitals, your speeches have been read with the 
greatest interest by the public in our section of 
country. Wil you favor me with a number of your 
speeches, if you have them in print, for which I 
would feel myself under obligations to you? 

Respectfully, yours, A. L. RUHE. 
Hon. Wiliam Sprague. 


New York, April 17, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Would you have the kindness to send 
me your speech? By so doing I would be much in- 
debted to you, and I assure you if it laid in my power 
to reciprocate I would do so with the greatest of 


pleasure. . 
FRANK LEWIS. 


Yours, truly, 
Hon. William Sprague. 
WILLIAMSBURG, New Yoru, April 17, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you have the kindness to send me 
a copy of your recent speeches, directed to 112 Third 


i street, Williamsburg, New York, and oblige, respect- 
j W.J. RAND. 


| fully, yours, 
Senator Sprague. 


i! PHILADELPHIA, April 17, 1869. 

{i Dear Sir: Your able speeches, portions of which I 
have read in the New York lierald, are almost en- 
| tirely suppressed in this city. As I see you are about 
į publishing them, will you favor me with a copy? If 
the honest masses of the people are uot with you 
| there is but Jittle hope of the country. I think they 


are. 
SAM’LSPARHAWK., 


Very respectfully, yours, 

Hon. William Sprague. 
New York, April 17, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Please mail me copies of your recent 
speeches if they are in print. Although not one of 
your constituents, I can claim you asa custumer from 
ji the fact that my company “underwrites” you to a 
considerable extent on your various milJs, Person- 


many of your views as expressed in the meager news- 
paper reports of those speeches which have so bor- 
rified the “great family,” and I want to see them 


in full. 
Yours, truly, FRANK W. BALLARD. 


| 
| 
| Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. 0. 
H 


RICBMOND, VA., April 19, 1869. 

i; My Dear Sir: Excuse the liberty I take in asking 
i of you the favor to send me acopy of your latespeech 
| inthe Senate. Being one of the unrepresented, E 
| cannot obtain documents inthe ordinary way, t. Ca 
through the congressional Representative of the 
i district. Tam not, never was, and never expect to 
bea politician; but as a tax payer, not to a very 
large amount, it is true, but larger by far than the 
| amountof property Lown would seem to justify, I feel 
a lively interest in men and measures which look to 
| reform, especially in our finances, the rendering of 


| tion of the working classes, the protection of labor, 
! the improvement ofour cotton, agricultural, commer- 
; cial, and manufacturing interests, and also to giv- 
i ing the go-by to all talk about negroes, negro suf- 
| frage, women’s rights, rebels, &c., of which latter 
class I suppose I may be said to be, having spent 
four years of my life in upholding, with arms in my 
hands, a cause which I thoughtjust; but this is past, 
and I now have the same interests that any other 
United States citizen has, and regard the prosperity 
of the country as much a necessity for me as it is 
for you or any other poar people. ‘ 

Very truly, your obedient servaut, 

‘ CHARLES W. WILLIAMS. 


Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 


Dear Sir: Will you have the kindness to send me 
a copy of your late speech upon the financial con- 
dition of the country, and oblige yours, respeetfully, 
ii CHARLES E. RICE. 
: Hon. William Sprague. 


t 
| PHILADELPHIA, Apri 19, 1869. 
i 
f 
t 
$ 


am drudging on in my profession; but I patiently j 


; money cheap, the reduction of taxation, the eleva- | 


1 


| 


it 


H 
i 


i 
i 


PHILADELPHIA, 4th Mo. 19th, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I have read with great interest your 
able and instructive discussions of the great question 
now agitating the conntry, demanding, as it does, 
the earnest care and study of the best intellects of 
the country—I refer to the subject of finance. Not 
to trespass upon your valuable time: my object in 
now addressing you is to solicit a copy of your views 
and speeches made upon this subject. The news- 
paper reports are uureliable and full of venom, and 
altogether unreliable, 

With great respect, yours, truly, 

JOHN B. MORGAN. 


New York, April 19, 1869, 


My Dear Governor: The very able and exhaustive 
letter in the Tribune of last Saturday, from their 


| correspondent" t. 0.8.” who went to Rhode Island 


for the special purpose of giving an account of the 
war between the great rival houses—the Montagues 
and Capulets—is read everywhere with the most 
absorbing interest. 

Wishing to get at the exact truth, itis aremarkable 
fact that writing under the overshadowing influence 
of “the million of dollars” he turns every point at 
issue between you and the enemy in your favor, and 
that, too, most clearly and distinctly. He shows also 
thatin the coming contest—notwithstanding the pub- 
lic opinion they are making against you and the cloud 
of dust they are raising to cover the real issues at 
stake—you are sure to win. 

What a wonderful inspiration it was that made 
you coin that phrase, ‘a million of dollars.” Itis a 
golden expression, and in the coming time will be a 
ram that will batter the strongholds of the enemy to 
pieces. 

The inclosed clip from the Mail will show how 
fairly the independent press of the country are dis- 
posed to treat you, 

It is worthy of note that while Senator Anthony 

pooh-poohs your financial plan as exploded, the 
leading journals are daily demanding the unlocking 
of the vaults of the sub-'T'reasury, which is the very 
key-stone of your plain and practical bill. 
_ When in the White House waiting the end of your 
interview with Grant, L said to myself how fortu- 
nate it will be for the Governor if the Administration 
refuses to listen to him, because if it does it may 
curb and trammel him; whereas if left alone he 
will become the great hoad center of his original and 
daring movement. And all who favor reform, the 
just distribution of capital, the protection of labor, 
and relief from taxation, must rally round the 
Sprague banner. 

With best wishes, yours, most truly, — 

OHN H. WYMAN. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington. 


New York, April 19, 1869. 


Dear Friend: I have read your various speeches as 
published in the papers, and would like to have 
some for distribution among the “cotton bugs” bere 
who are not worth a million. 

Faithfully, C. W. FREDERICKSON, 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C, 


‘Eniswortu, Marxe, April 19, 1869: 
Dear Sir: Please send me a few of your speeches 
delivered in the Senate on the condition of the 


country. 
Yours, most respectfully, J.H. THOMAS. 


Hon. Senator Sprague. 


SOUTH PENDLETON, Ono, April 20, 1869. 


Will you excuse the liberty? I write to request a 
few copies of your speeches and to know if you will 
favor me with your photograph. I paint portraits, 
and am a poor girl trying to earn my living and get 
means to improve what little talent I have, and I 
believe if I could succeed in making a good por- 
trait of yourself I could make a good sale of it, ag 
you haveso many admirers and friends in Cincinnati, 
If you will allow me the great, privilege of painting 
a portrait of you and will assist me by giving mea 
good photograph, stating the color of your hair and 
eyes, complexion, &c., you will be doing agreat favor 
to one in humble life who admires you as a soldier, a 
statesman, and a friend to humanity. 

Mrs. JOSEPHINE LOWRY. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


Lovisvitue Ky., April 20, 1869. 


Senator Sprague: Please send us half a dozen of 
your diagnosis of our financial. distresses, 
Respectfully, WM. F. BEACH & CO. 


Danvitus, ILL., April 20, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I should like:to have a copy or copies 
of the speech or speeches of yours that have recently 
been creating a sensation in the country. 

I am, sir, yours, very truly, D. D. EVANS. 
Hon. William Sprague, i 

United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


New Yore, April 22, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Please send, when printed, fifty copies 
of yourspeeches. Direct to Whitestone, Long Island. 
Lam a southern man, once known asa rebel, Hav- 
ing many friends in the South, I have no doubt but 
they will be pleased to get your speeches. 

Tam, &e., — rm, 


Hon. William Sprague, United States Senator. 
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April 22, 


New York, April 22, 1869. 


Sir: May I venture to trouble you for acopy of | 


your celebrated speeches on national affairs? 
Tam, with the greatest respect. your obedient ser- 
vant, ROBERT SCOTT. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


OFFICE JOUNSTOWN (Pa.) TRIBUNE, 
April 20, 1869. 
Sir: Please send mo copies orali gonr late speeches, 
and oblige, yours, very respectfally, 
7 JAMES M. SWANK. 


BALTIMORE, April 20, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you do me the favor to forward a 
' copy of your recent speech onthe finances of the 
country? Would not trouble you, but our papers 
have very meager reports of congressional pro- 


ecedings. 
With respect, D. M. NEWBOLD. 


Hon. Senator Sprague, Washington, D.C. 


PHILADELPHIA, April 20, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Will you be kind enough to send mea 
copy of your great speech delivered a short time 
ago? Isee accounts of it in the daily press, and I 
wish to read it and hand itto my friends. 

Respectfully, F. W., KEELER. 
Senator Sprague, i 

United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


New York, April 20, 1869. 
Ilonored Sir: Having read a synopsis of the first 
ofa series of speeches delivered by youin the United 
States Senate, I would respectfully request to have 
forwarded to me, ifprinted for distribution, one copy. 
Tam so pleased with the terse truths embodied in 
your recent speeches, and so delighted with the bold- 
ness with which you denounce the ruinous policy 
being carried out by the fossils in Congress, that I 
wish you God speed in the live work you are per- 
forming. You have my entire sympathy in your 
efforts, and now that tbe alarm has been sounded by 
you there isan awakening of the peopleto thedan- 
gers by which they have been surrounded. Why, 
senator, efforts are being made in this city to sub- 
vert our present form of governmentand transform— 
that is the word they use—it into an autoeracy. For 
the furtherance of their purpose they bave estab- 
lished an organ entitled the Imperialist, whose 
principal contributors are the decayed remnants of 
lords, or funky cousins of lords, who affect to believe 
that the transition from our present to another form 
of government would be an easy one, provided, they 
think, “merchants only were made rulers under the 
present form.” A few years siuce were such a prop- 
ion even hinted at it would be denounced as 
ison; but now that the people are being crushed 
by taxation and special legislation they manifest an 
indifference in regard to polities, as the science of 
government, from which they are aroused only by 
such as you laying bare the situation. 
iu the good work. Your laboris not circumscribed 
by Rhode Island. 
vating, and you are in a position to effect it, for you 
have started aright. 
With great respect, yours, trely, 
PETER S. DELANEY. 
Benator Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


: . ZASTON, Pa., April 20, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you be so kind as to send me copies 
of your late speeches on the condition of the coun- 
ry? 
fam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Mis F. A. PAGE. 
Hon, William Sprague, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


PROVIDENCE, April 20, 1869, 
Ilon. William Sprague : 

Reading of your intention to circulate printed 
copies of your recent speeches, I should be very 
thankful to possess a copy of the same. 

Yours, traly, FRANK HORR. 


Wintow Grove, Pa., April 20, 1869. 


by you in the Senate? 
the monopolizing tendency of the times. 
Very respectfully, DAVID NEWPORT. 
Ion. William Sprague. 
; GREENSBURG, Pa., April 20, 1869. 
My Dear Sir: Have the kindness to favor me with 
a pamphlet copy of your late speech, 
I remain, with respect, very truly, yours, 
vege. 7 JOHN ARMSTRONG. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


New Yorx City, April 20, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I hear much controversy in relation to | 


si 
ly with yourself with referenco to tbis kind 


Go on, then, | 


The whole country needs reno- | 


m t ind | apply to. 
of presumption, alihough within a much more lim- 


ited sphere—the senate of this State—and can appre- 
ciate and sympathize more fully perhaps than many, 
and am therefore anxious to read your real views so 
independently put forth. 

Very respectfully, yours, R. H. WILLIAMS. 
Hon. Wiiliam Sprague. 


Quipxick, R. I., April 20, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I see by the New York Herald that you 
are preparing your late speechesin the United States 
Senate for circulation. Will please send me a few 
copies for myself and friends, and oblige, yours, truly, 

JOSEPH GISSON. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


PITTSBURG, April 20, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you please send me è copy of your 
late speeches delivered in the Senate? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


PITTSBURG, April 20, 1869, 


Dear Sir: Will you have the kindness to send me 
a copy of your speeches delivered in the Senate in 
the months of March and April, if they are in print 
in such a shape that you can conveniently do so. I 
have read extracts of them in our local papers, and 
would take delight in reading entire. 


Yours, respectfully, 
S. P. GAMBLE. 
Ilon. William Sprague, Washington, D. O. 


New Yorg, April 21, 1869. 

Sir: Will you piease send mo a copy of your 
speeches? . 

} have this morning returned from a visit of a few 
days in Rhode Island. I met there » great many 
lawyers and others who take interest in political 
matters. Of course the Journal people pitch into you 
pretty severely, but there is a strong current in your 
favor. Those whose sympathies are with the masses 
are on your side. A number who have fought you 
pretty hard at times say you are right, and that you 
will be sure to win, I hope you will. I know you 
will unless your health fails or some unforeseen ac- 
cident occurs. g 

You are right on three great questions—finance, 
labor, and political corruption; and these are the 
most important subjects which ean occupy publie 
attention. Tholabor question isreceiving the atten- 
tion of thinkers everywhere, and with the working 
classes of course it will take with tremendous effect. 
I do not see how it can help controlling, to a great 
extent, the politics of the country. 

Excuse my writing so much, I meant but to ask 
for a tull copy of your speeches. 5 

Hoping you may be able to “push things” with 
your accustomed vigor, I am, very respectfully, your 


obedient servant, , 
T. T. NEVILLE. 
Hon. William Sprague, 
P.S. I find people in New York quite generally 


| and deeply interested, as they think your course if 
persevered in—we who have lived in Kbode Island | 


do not dyubt your perseverance—will result in the 
organization of a new and pewerful party which will 
sweep everything. EN, 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 21, 1869. 
Sir: I would be pleased to receive a copy of your 
late speech, if itis printed. Also, a copy of the Uni- 
ted States Oficial Register, if you have one at your 
disposal, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. A. MOSS, 
Hon. William Sprague. 
TIPTON county, TENNESSEE, 
April 14, 1869. 


Dear Sir; [fit be not ill-timed I would be glad to offer | 
! you some smail compliment on the practical, peace- 

i able tone of some of yourspecches recently delivered | 
in the Senate. 
|! whote country if publie mon could rise above the 


What a blessing it would be to our 


party prejudices of the hour, and shape their legis- 
lation in accordance with the teachings of the early 


a 3 |! fathers of the Republic, for the common peace and 

Sir: Will you be good enough to send me acopy !! 
of your speech explanatory of the resolutions offered || 
Itully accord with you as to | 


welfare of all sections? , A 
Hoping that you will excuse my intrusion, I remain 


yours, respectfully, 
GEORGE A. TAYLOR, 
Hon. Mr. Sprague. 


Mowsovtu, ILLINOIS. 
Dear Sir: You will please send for distribution a 


|. few copies of your late speech in the United States 
, Senate. 


o furward in your exposure. 


Most respectfully, T. HANNIN LEE. 


: Hon. William Sprague. 


HOPKINSVILLE, KY., April 15, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Will you be so kind as tosend to ussome | 
copies of your speeches recently delivered in the Sen- | 


atc upon the condition of the country, &e.? Iam un- 


! able to more specifically identify them. The notices 


of several speeches have attracted our attention. but 
we have not seen any of the speeches in fall. Sup- 


i posing them to have been published as usual, we 


hope that we are not too exacting in presenting this 


| request, especially as we do not know who else to 
p If convenient to send a copy of cach, they | 
: will be read with attention by many. 


yours, 


Presenting our respects, and our thanks for any 
favors, I am, with respect, for myself nnd others, 


JOHN W. HAYS. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


Mempnis, TENN., April 16, 1869. 
Hon. Senator Sprague, Washington, D. O.: 

Having read with pleasure some extracts from your 
late speeches, will you please honor me with copies 
of the same, and oblige, most respectfully, yours, 

R. R. PITMAN, 


Sr. Lovis, April 16, 1869. 
_ Dear Sir: There are a great many of your admir- 
ing friends here who are very anxious to getacopyof 
your great speech, Will you be kind enough to send 
us a few? i 
And your humble servant will ever pray, 
ii THOMAS LOUGHRAN, 
Senator Sprague, 
INDIANAPOLIS, April 17, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you be so kind as to send me copies 
of your recent speeches in the Senate, especially the 
onedelivered while the repeal of the civil tenure law 
was under discussion? Many earnest men think you 
are doing a good work in your denunciation of cor- 


ruption and monopolies. - 
Yours, truly, JOHN OVERMYER. 


Senator Sprague. 


Sr. Louis, April 17, 1869, 
Dear Sir: I take the liberty of requesting a copy 
of your late speech in Senate on tho condition of the 
country. ESN 
Hoping you will pardon this liberty, I am, very 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Hon. W. Sprague, United States Senate. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., April 17, 1869. 
Dear Sir; You are a brick! You will confer a 
great favor to one of your sincere admirers by send- 
ing to my address a copy of your late speech in the 
Senate of the United States. 
Very truly and respectfully, F. M. PAUL. 
Senator Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


EDGEFIELD POST, NEAR NASRVILLE, TENN., 
April 17, 1869. 
Dear Sir: You will confer great kindness npon the 
writer by sending recent speeches delivered by your- 
scifin the United States Senate. 
Very respectfully, — —. 


Senator Sprague. 


Curcaco, April 17, 1869. 
DearSir: If printed, Ishould be pleased to receive 


your late speeches delivered in the Senate, 


Yours, truly, GEO. A. FARNUM. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


SAVANNAH, GA., April 17, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I am very anxious to read the speeches 


! recently delivered by you in the Senate, and will be 


much obliged, when they are published, if you will 
send me copies. Your attention will be highly ap- 
preciated by, yours, most respectfully, 


! Hon, William Sprague, Washington, D. O, 


CHARLESTON, S. C., April 18, 1869. 


My Dear Governor: I was pleased to know that 
you were the recipient of such an ovation from tho 
“rank and file,” the voters of Washington, and was 
also pleased with your speech upon that occasion. I 
believe that the workingmen of Rhode Island would 
be glad to give youa rousing reception upon your 
return to that State if your friends would only giya 
them an opportunity, Youwill not only meet many 
friends, but you will also meet bitter enemies who 
will fight with the desperation of dying men. In 
their frenzy they will make many mistakes, and they 
will disclose their weak points, I should meet their 
onslaughts with a bold and determined front, but 
should not push the fight this summer, ‘They will 
fret and worry all the more if they fail to disturb 
your equilibrium. [f itis necessary for you to vin- 
dicate the course which you have taken I know that 
you will do it boldly and fearlessly, at the same time 
giving them no advantage of position. 

You will have many stories poured into your ears 
by your would-be friends, and your opponents will 
use every artifice to ascertain your plans and move- 
ments. These I would not disclose to any person at 
present. Thestrength and ability of the enemy must 
not be underrated. They will use every strategy 
which a long political experience has taught them, 
and the “war will be to the knife, and the knife to 
the hilt.” They must be defeated. 

I remain, your devoted friend, — —. 


LUMBERTON, April 18, 1869, 
Sir: Ihave been requested by several to write ta 
you for some of your recent speeches for the benefit 
of those interested. 
Yours, respeetfally, 
Hon. William Sprague. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


a 


COLUMBUS, OHIO, April 19, 1869. 
Dear Sir: In behalf of many of our laboring men 
of this vicinity I have to request a few copies of your 
admirable speech in behalf of the masses. Rest 
assured, sir, that you have touched the popular heart, 
and your efforts willultimately meet with its reward. 
Tam, sir, very respectfally, 
Hon. W. Sprague, United States Senate. 


3 : Curcaco, April 19, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Will you favor me with your speeches, 
and oblige? GEO. H. HULBURT. 

Hon. William Sprague. 

Cuaicaco, April 19, 1869. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C.: 

I take the liberty of asking you for two copies of 
your late speeches in the United States Senate—one 
for a friend and one for my own use. K 

Lam glad there isone man who dares to speak the 
truth on the floor of the United States Senate. 

Please direct to mo at 276 South Water street, 
Chicago. Å 

Yours, very respectfully, 


J. W. BRIDGMAN. 


7 Boston, April 19, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Although a stranger, allow me the lib- 
erty to say, I havebeen very much gratified by read- 
ing even extractsof yourlatespeechesin the Senate, 
and to ask you to favor me with a copy of the same. 
Very respectfully, J.B. ROBINSON. 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


COLUMBIA, Pa., April 19, 1869. 
Sir: I would be very thanktul if you will send to 
my address a copy or two of your late speech, deliv- 
ered on the finances, &c. 
Yours, respectfully, J.M, WATTS. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


Wasuineton, D. C., Anril 19, 1869, 
Dear Sir: If you could furnish me a few copies of 
your fate speeches, you will much oblige your obe- 


dient servant, 
WILLIAM F, PROSSER. 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


OMAHA, April 19, 1869. 

Sir: The extracts of your recent eloquent and able 
speech it has been my pleasure to read have so im- 
pressed me with the importance of their extensive 
distribution in their entirety that I presume, as pres- 
ident of the National Labor League of this State, and 
at the earnest solicitation of many of my friends, to 
seek at your hands the favor of a few copies. 

Lam, sir, sincerely yours, &c. F. ROONEY. 
Hon, William Sprague. 


HILLSDALE, Micn., April 19, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I ama very anxious to read acopy of your 
speech in extenso which you recently delivered in 
the Senate. From all { can gather from the com- 
ments in the newspapers the speech is full of sug- 
gestive ideas. I will therefore be greatly obliged to 
you if you will furnish me a copy at your earliest con- 


venience, 
Yours, respectfully, E. H. C. WILSON. 


Ion. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


. New Yorks, April 20, 1869. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C.: 

My superintendent, Dr. Pratt, not wishing to part ; 
with the inclosed Boston letter without my first see- 
ing it, hag sent the inclosed two letters with request | 
that I mail them to you from here, And as Lbelieve 
your effortsrespecting the financial legislation of the 
country will be conducive of much good to the labor- 
ing people, I take the liberty of adding a few words 
from myself. I have not written asking for your 
speeches because I fully expected you had me down 
on your list for a copy of cach anyway; but from 
resent indications the demand will be so great that 

fear I shall be overlooked, but I hope not. May 
your exertions to rouse the people of this country to 
a realizing sense of their actual position and toward 
what condition they are drifting meet with that suc- 
cess your earnestness deserves. The people have 
heen thinking upon this vital question of finance ; 
you have set them to talking and arguing aboutit, 
and the result must be of benefit tothem. The 
greatness of the benefit depends upon the prompt- 
hess with which they act intho matter of compelling 
tbeir servants in Congress to legislate upon the busi- 
ness matters of the country like business men, and 
not like a set of railroadstock jobbers. Lwould write | 
much more than the above, however, to show where | 
Tam on the question of wealth vs. labor. } 


With the best wishes for your success, I remain, H 


yours, respectfully, N. B. WILLIAMS. 


BALLSTON Spa, SARATOGA county, N. Y., | 
April 20, 1869. 

Sir: Your late noble and patriotic attack on the 
great monopolies which are devouring the bestin- 
terests of our country meets with approval on the 
Her sons are ag true to-day as in 
determined spirit with which 
they met and conquered the invading hosts of Brit- 
ain and in later times sent forth ber sons to die on 
many a southern field in defense of our Union of 
States will rally to the support of the man who dares | 
to raise his voice in opposition to the giant frauds | 
of to-day. We havo, as elsewhere, men who think a } 


soil of Saratoga. 
76, and with the same 


t 


: f 
“national debt a national blessing” to their own 
private interests. But your stirring utterances on 
the floor of the Senate has given them the “Grecian 
bend.” Go on, sir, in your laudable work, and the 
praise of the people will be your reward, Tam glad 
that you are distributing your speeches in pamphlet 
to open the people’seyes. Iam a Republican, but 
do not see that party ties lead me to follow blindly 
in the ruts worn by the old political hacks who have 
fastened themselves on our party. I would feel ita 
pleasing duty to aid in distributing your speeches in 


this county, 
= Yours, for the right, E. R. MASON. 


Hon. William Sprague, United States Senator. 


HARRISBURG, April 20, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Please send me a printed copy of your 
speech delivered in the Senate a few weeks since. 
Oblige yours, very respectfully, 
A. E. KINGPORT. 
Senator Sprague. 
Councit Buurrs, Iowa, April 17, 1869. 
Dear Sir: You will please send me a copy.of your 
speech delivered in the Senate, and oblige one whose 
frst ge was cast for you for Governor of Little 
ody. 
Your obeđient servant, 


Hon. William Sprague, 


CINCINNATI, April 20, 1869. 
Honored Sir: Will you pleasefavorthe undersigned 
with one or two copies of your last specced delivered 
before the United States Senate? With us it is duly 


appreciated. 
Respectfully, yours, A. BLOOM. 
Hon. William Sprague, 


United States Senator, Washington, D. C. 


CINCINNATI, ONTO, April 19, 1869. 
Honored Sir: The undersigned most respectfully 
requests of youacopy of your late speeches delivered 
in the Senate. 
I have the honor to remain your most obedient 
servant, 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


BALTIMORE, April 21, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Please send me a copy of your speech 
recently delivered in the Senate of the United States. || 
Yours, &., W.G. FURLONG. 


Hon. Senator Sprague, Washinglon, D. C. 


RECEPTION-ROOM, SENATE. 
Senator Sprague: 

How can I most directly secure several copies of 
yourlateremarkablespeeches? The demand among 
my friends is so great that I despair of supplying it 
unless I can get nearer the fountain-head. Pardon 
the intrusion, and believe me, very truly, your 
friend, Mrs. DUNCAN. 


WATTSVILLE, VA., NEAR HoRNTOWN, 
April 20, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you please have the kindness to 
send me a copy of your recent speech on congres- 
sional corruption? I feel a great desire to read it, 
and as we are unrepresented in Congress I apply to 
you for this favor. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, eas 
J. D. PARSONS. 


Senator Sprague. 


New York, April 9, 1869. 

DearSir: Will you please send me your voleanic 
speech, not the last, which is more tartarian, but the 
one previous ? 

The doctrine of free trade must eventually prevail 
in this country. Whoever becomes its champion in 
Congress will be on the topmost wave of popular 
favor. ‘Chis question will become a political ques- 
tion at no distant day. Republican as I am, I shall 
work for the success of so just a cause. 

Yours, truly, esac 


W. Sprague, Senator. 


— 


New York, April —, 1869, 
My opinion may be a matter of little consequence, 
but I cannot refrain from telling you that the posi- 
tion you have taken excites my highest admiration. 
Your recent speeches have made you some cnemies, 
but hosts of friends, who, when needed, will rally | 
about you. All thatyou have stated is gospel truth; 
it is a bombsbell into the ranks of both parties, and 
the nucleus of a political revolution. Fight it out. 
Your friend, ——— ee, 
Avrora, IND., April 20, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you have the goodness to send me 
a few copies of each of the speeches recently deliv- 
ered in the United States Senate by you on financial 
questions? By complying with thisyou will not only 
oblige me but many who are groaning under the al- 
most unbearable load now resting upon the people, 
and who hail with delight every proposition which į 
promisesrelief. Yourearly attention is respectfully 
solicited to this request. i 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


0. F. ROBERTS. 


: Hon. William Sprague, 


Hon. William Sprague. 


CINCINNATI, April 21, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Myself and a few friends have greatly 
admired your late specches in the Senate, or at least 


the mutilated parts we haye been permitted to see in 
the daily papers. I will feel greatly obliged if you 
will send me afew copies.. I am no politician, but 
I sincerely believe the matter of your spéeches is 
just the kind of honest independence the country 
needs and will appreciate, ah 

Hoping I will have the opportunity to give a vote 
for you as President of the United. States, respect- 
ully, 

Senator William Sprague, Washington. 


i Sr. Louis, Mo., April 20, 1869. 

Dear Sir: I will take it as a favor if you will send 
me copies of your_recent speeches on the condition 
of our country. From what I have seen in the tele- - 
grams and extracts in our local papers I am anxious 
to read your speeches in full. I think you are onthe 
right track, and hope you will persevere until you 
build up a party sufficiently strong to sweep the foul 
corruptionists from place and power and bring the 
Government back to its native purity. 

Yours, truly, J. H. ALEXANDER. 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


CLARKSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA, April 22, 1869. 
Hon. William Sprague, 
United States Senator, Washington, D. C.: 
Please send me a copy of your late speech, and 
much oblige, your friend, 
Provipence, April 12, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Excitement runs high hereathome; you 
have puta knifeinto the sideof some, I saw Colonel 
——-—— to-day, and he says you are right as regards 
Governor Burnside and the first regiment, and will 
sustain youin it, and knows others also that heard 
the conversation; says he intends to write you about 
it, which he will probably do in a day or two: says 
he was present and heard all the conversation be- 
tween yourself and Burnside. 
Truly, yours, — ——. 


BALTIMORE, MD., April 14, 1869. 
Honorable Sir: If agreeable to you your humble 
servant would be pleased to read in full your recent 


speeches on the momentous issues of the times. 
Most respectfully, yours, J. G. RISTON. 


Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


East TEMPLETON, MASS., April 13, 1869. 
Dear Sir: [see by the papers that you will send 


; your speeches on the financial question to those that 
; wish for them. Every one is talking of them and 
wishing they had them entire. 


a, í They are doing good. 
People begin to say, is this so? Please send to, 


Hon. William Sprague. 
New York, April 14, 1869. 
Sir: If ready for distribution hayvo the kindness to 
send me copies of your recent able and patriotic 


speeches. 
Yours, ke., Q., R. CATHCART. 


Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


Lowen, Mass., April 14, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you be so kind as to favor me with 
copies of your recent speeches in the United States 
Senate, as I prefer to judge of their merits from an 


authentic report? 
Yours truly, J. R. FOLSOM, Mayor. 


Hon. William Sprague, United States Senator. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 15, 1869, 
My Dear Sir: Several friends have written me, de- 
siring to procure copies of your late speeches in the 
United States Senate. Can you furnish me, say three 
copies? By so doing you will much oblige, yours, 
respectfully, 


Hon. William Sprague. 


New Yor, April 16, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I have read your recent specches—or 


! such portions as are printed in the daily papers— 


with much interest. I should be glad, however, to 
carefully read them complete. I should therefore 
consider it a favorif, when published, you will send 


i me copies of each, that I may be able to keep step 


with you in “the great awakening.” 
Very respectfully, yours, B. T. RANDALL. 
Hon. William Sprague, i 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Bostoy, Mass., April 10, 1869, 
Sir: A few days since I saw in the papers a report 


that you were having your late speeches printed for 
circulation, and as one who admires you as a man, 


| and approves your action as a Senator, I would re- 


quest that you favor me with a copy—or a few—of 
your speeches. 


sh d sir, respectfully, yours, _ 
I am, honored sir, respectfu yya SN OLATR. 


| Hon. William Sprague. 


CINCINNATI, April 8, 1869. 


United States Senator, Waskington, D. O.: 
You will greatly oblige us by forwarding to our 


| address copies of your late speeches. 


Wo have endeavored to procure thesame here and 


! elsewhere, but have been unable, 


Yours, respectfully, aisle saan 
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PHILADELPHIA, April 10, 1869. 
Bir: Wil you please favor me with copies or yonr 
eches, and very greatly oblige, yours truly, 
renent eno ey ONT MM, MAYS. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


LENOX, BERKSHIRE county, MASS., 
April 18, 1869. 
Sir: Willyou be so good as to send me a copy of 
your speech recently made in the Senate, and to 
which Senator Anthony attempted a replication. 
It has, among my neighbors and friends, awakened 
a deep interest, and is regarded as deserving great 
and critical consideration. We concur in the views 
- and sentiments you have expressed so far as we have 
examined them. 
Yours, most respectfully, —— —. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


Tremont Houser, Boston, April 11, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I cut the inclosed slip from the Com- 
mercial Bulletin of last evening. | i 
Tis silly criticism about" puerility and confusion,” 
&e., may be pardoned to the general sense of the 
article. ‘Straws show which way the wind blews;” 
and this is but an echo of what I hear in other 
Neen t full, bedient servant 
X ectfully, your very obedient servant, 
CET TORRO "GW. SEARLE. 
lion. William Sprague. 


PETERSBURG, Va., April 10, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Our State being unrepresented in the 
Congressof the United States, editors are dependent 
for public documents upon the represcutatives of 
other States. If perfectly convenient will you dome 
the favor to place my name on your list as the recip- 


ient of such documents as you may have at your dis- į 


posal? WR 
I am, very respectfully, your obodient servant, 
` HOLT WILSON. 
Hon. Wiliam Sprague, Washington. 
N. B.—I send you a paper with an article marked, 
which may for a moment interest you. 
PHILADELPHTA, Apri} 10, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I will feel indebted if you will be kind 


enough to send me copies of your specchesin regard i| 
to the tenurc-of-oflice bill and on the state of the |, 


country. ` 
Yours, respectfully, G. GREENE, 


Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 
WASHINGTON, April 12, 1869. 
Sir: A letter from a friend in Maine requests me 
to obtain some copies of the speech delivered by you 


in theSenate about three weeksago. Will you please | 
favor me with eight or ten copies, or inform me i: 


where they can be obtained? 
Respectfully, yours, é&e., 


Hon. William Sprague, 


L. W. TOLMAN, 


MITCHELL'S TATION, 
CULPEPER COUNTY, Va. April 8, 1309. 
Mr, Sprague: I write to you to request that you 
will send me your late speeches in the Senate. I 
have only been able to see a synopsis of them. F 
want them to read myself and pass around to friends. 
I am sir, very respectfully, yours, 


PROVIDENCE, April 12, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Iseeit reported thatyou intend to pub- 
lish your speeches in tie Senatein a pamphlet form 
for distribution, If h bo the fact, I respectfully 
ask the favor that you send me a package of the 
same. I am often called to Massachusetts in my 
business, and have been solicited by many to send 
them copies if any are to be had. have promised 
so todo, All friends and foes acknow? eyou have 
told truth 
you have said, and God speed you in your good work. 
It I have presumed too much in thus troubling you, 
please excuse, your obedient servant, 


Hon, William Sprague. y 
BAVANNAH, April 8, 1809, 
Sir: Some of my friends, both here and in Florida, 
are anxious to procure a few copies of your late 
speeches, Should you have any, by forwarding a 
few to my address, the favor will be appreciated. 
Yours, truly, 
Hon, Wiliiam Sprague, Washington. 


7 WASHINGTON, D. C., Aprii 14, 1869. 
Senator Sprague: I have felt for fonr years an 
earnest desire to embark in an undertaking having 
in view the very large increaseto the prosperity and 
happiness of the people ofall class 


3 


My thoughts haye turned very often toward the ! 


younger Senator from Rhode Island as the one who 
would, if properly approached, become the great 
lever by which this great good could be accom- 
plished. 

The many perplexing questions of publie interest 
demanding so large a share of your attention, and 
the doubt as to my ability to approach the subject in 
the manner most likely to accomplish good, without 
giving avy offense, have caused me to hesitate. Of 
late you have come out boldly in favor of the weifare 
of the people, and this encourages me to ask the 
favor of a few moments, at your earliest convenience, 


sand no patriot can but gay amen towhat | 


that I may lay before you my thoughts in regard to 
the subject. a 
I inelose two printed sheets of mine as an indica- 
tion of my principles. You may call to mind that I 
was agent of The Right Way,” formerly published 
by Major Stearns, Boston, Massachusetts. 
Respectfully, M. A. 0. BONNER. 


ALLENTOWN, PA., April 10, 1869. 


My Dear Sir: Asan ex-memberof the House, who į 
takes a deep interest in all publie questions of the | 


day, and particularly in the one which you have 
lately made the subject of several speeches upon the 
floor of the Senate, I would thank you for a copy 
of those addresses in pamphlet form, presuming, of 
course, that you have had them printed. 

Your able and fearless denunciations of the cor- 
ruption and degeneracy of our political men is at- 
tracting the deserved attention of the country. 

With high respect, your obedient servant, 

H, C. LONGNECKER. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


New York, April 10, 1869. 
Sir: One day last week I listened attentively.to 
your speech in the Senate upon the financial condi- 


tion of the country, but at my seat in the gallery I | 


could not hear all your remarks distinctly, and E 


have not seen in the public journals any full and | 


accurate report of the speech. 

Although personally unknown to you, I trust you 
will pardon the liberty I take in asking you to send 
me a copy of the printed speech, and also of the other 
speeches lately made by you upon the same subject. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, _ 

a J. A, MANNING. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


PETERSBURG, Va., April 10, 1859. 


Honored Sir: Willyou please forward a few copies | 
ses to the United States Senate? They | 
show manliness and indicate integrity. Their dis- į 
tribution and dissemination in this community can | 
not fail of securing a benefit to the Government and ; 
; the extension of the principles which you advocate. i 
' And the common sense shown in them will secure 
muy a willing car as well as of perusal by many | 


of your addy 


who have heretofore differed with you in political 
sentiments, 

Most respectfully, yours, truly, ve 
E. L. LUNSFORD. 
Hon. William Sprague. 

KINGSTON, SOMERSET COUNTY, MD., 
April —, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Wil you be kind enough to send a copy : 
of your speech delivered in the United States Senate | 
about the dth of April? I have seen extracts from it i 
in the papers, and am so pleased with its logic, &e., | 
: that I desire to see a copy as a whole. 


Tam, very respectfully, yours, = 


i Hon. Senator Sprague. 


SRSBURG, Va., April 10, 1889. 


Vy 


Dear Sir: Task (it is yours to grant) that you will | 


not forget to cause to be sent to me copies of your 
late speeches as soon as published in pamphlet form. 
ad herewith a copy of a pamphlet I wrote in 
855. 
O, sir, has morality deserted our councils? 
there but a few to struggie for the right? 
The coming hope, the future day, 
_When wrong to right shall bow, 
Necds but a little courage, man, 
To make that future now, 


I am, your fellow-citizen, 

R. R. COLLIER. 

Hon. William Sprague, United Statics Senate. 
Sr. Jounspury, VT., April 8, 1869, 
Dear Sir: Thavescen only extracts of your 
in the United tes Senate. I am anxious to see 
thein entire. Will youdo me the great favor to for- 
ward them tome? Did I know where else to obtain 
them without troubling you I would do so, but I do 
not. 


therein contained. 
Yours, truly, Åc., 
Senator Sprague. 


New Yoru, April 12, 1869. 


Sir: I most respectfully request, if consistent and | 
convenient, to favor me with half a dozen copies or | 


less of your speech recently delivered by you on the 
fioor of the Senate. 
gives many the opportunity to question. 
speeches, 
i remain your obedient servant, 
if. F. VAN ARNAM. 
Hon, William Sprague. 


WASHINGTON. Ð. C., April 12, 1889. 


Dear Mr. Sprague: Can you send me, without in- | 


convenience, a few copies of your speech ? I like its 
positivism, and have full faith the position you have 
taken will culminate in honor to yourself and good 
to the country. 

f inclose my comments published in yesterday’ 
Gazette. The article was inserted as ‘editor 
which Í did not intend. 

_ Receive my congratulations, and believe me, with 
sincere regard, your friend, 


Are i 


speeches "| 


f So far as I have seen them I wish to thank you || 
for the moral courage to proclaim the sentiments i 


My being present at the time |i 
t I wili! 
place them in hands that respect your honor and the }! 


Wasuineron, D. C., April 13, 1869. 
Sir: I should be pleased to receive a copy of your 
late speech in the United States Senate, if you have 
any to spare. 
If you have both speeches in pamphlet form I 
should like a copy of each. 5 
Respectfully, — —, 


Hon. William Sprague, United States Senator. 


LEBANON, TENN., April 13, 1869. 
Sir: The many complimentary illusions to your 
resent speech before Congress has led me to ask you 
to please send itto me, and very much oblige, yours, 
truly, 


Hon. William Sprague, 
Senator from Rhode Island. 


y Newark, N. J., April 15, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Having read several extracts of your 
|| speeches, I would like to have a few copies when 
published, and oblige, M. T. BAXTER, 


Senator Sprague. 


New Yorx, April 16, 1889. 
Dear Sir: I will be greatly_indebted to you for 
copies of your speeches in Congress which have 


thrilled the American people so much. 
: Yours, respectfully, W.K. NEWTON. 
Senator Sprague. 
| = 
New York, April 16, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Wil you be kind enough tosend me two 
or three copies of your recent speeches made in tha 


Senate, and oblige one of your admirers? 
Respectfully, yours, L. A. SOLOMONS. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


Pua@nicra, ULSTER country, Naw YORK, 

April 15, 1869, 
Dear Sir: Will you havo the kindness to send me 
your four speeches? I have readsome extracts from 
them, and am pleased with the sentiments. If you 
| could send me twenty copies of each I will distribute 


; with pleasure. 
Respectfully, yours, A. H. BURHANS. 


Ion. Mr. Sprague. 
Bosrox HiGaLaNDS, April 15, 1869. 
Sir: I have the honor to request copies of your 
recent speeches, especially the last one. 7 
a JOEL SHAMENS. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


F BALTIMORE, April 16, 1869. 

With great respect the undersigned solicits from 

i Hon. Mr, Sprague, a copy of the speeches recently 

` delivered by him in the Senate of the United States, 
JOHN M. BUCK. 

: PHILADELPHIA, April 16, 1869. 

| Dear Sir: May I so far tax your kindness as to ask 

the favor of a copy, if published in pamphlet form, 

of the brave words you have recently spoken in the 

| Senate? I believe the tumors of the body-politi¢ 

i call for a keen blade and firm hand. 

: With consideration, I am, sir, vours.traly, 

i E. E. BRATTON. 

: Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate, 

t West CHESTER, Pa., April, 15, 1809. 

| Dear Sir: Will you do me the favor to send me a 

i few copies of your latespcech concerning the manu- 

' facturing interests of this country for distribution 

© among ty constituents? WwW. TOWNSEND. 

Hon, William Sprague, Senate, Washington. 


jg 
J9 


gi PETERSBURG, VA., April 10, 1869. 
! Sir: I baye read with profound interest the brief 
|) notices which have appeared in the newspapers of 
ii your late speeches in the Senate in reference to the 
condition of the country. I presume they will be or 
have been published in pamphlet form. May I beg 
the favor of you to send me a copy of cach of them? 
: Your obedient servant, W.T, JOYNES. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


| Boston, April 7, 1869. 
i} My Dear Sir: Will you be kind enough to send me 
i copies of your recent speeches in the Senate upon 
|) the condition of the country? I have scen the ab- 
l: straets in the papers of the day, but place little reli- 
ance upon them, Permit me to say that I am very 
glad that one man has had the independence to rise 
in his place in the Senate and announce to the peo- 
ple the exact condition of the country in all iis rela- 
tions. 

Very truly, yours, J. 8. dL FOGG. 


Hon. William Sprague. 


East MARSHFIELD, Massa April TISS 
Dear Sir: Will you be kind enough to send me 
opies of your recent speeches in the United States 
|) Senate, and very much oblige one who believes in 
if the doctrines you advance? 7 T 7 
; Yours, very traly, CALVIN AMES. 
| ae cS 
' Hon. William Sprague. 


1869. 
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New YORK, April 13, 1869. 
_ Dear Sir: LT have perused with much pleasure the 
imperfect telegraphic reports of your recentspeeches 
in the Senate Chamber, and would be much pleased 
toread them in an unabridged form. Having seen 
an announcement that they were to be published in 
a pamphiet form I take the liberty of asking the 
favor of a copy of them from you, and will be much 
obliged by your compliance with my request, 
‘Trusting you will excuse the liberty, if not disposed 
to accede to the request, I am, dear sir, truly yours, 
vh f SAMUEL COULTER. 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


. New-York, April 13, 1869. 
Dear Sir; I have read with much pleasure even 
the imperfect newspaper reports of your recent 
speeches in the Senate of the United States, and I 
should esteem it a favor to receive a copy of them 
at your convenience. 


I have the honor to be, yours, respectfully, 


Hon. Wiliam Sprague. 
Brooxiine, Mass., April 12, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Will you have the kindness to send me 
printed copies of your late specches in the Senate? 
None of the Boston papers reported them in full, and 
I am therefore under the necessity of troubling you 
for them. 

Hoping you willexcuse my intrusion on your time, 
I remain, yours, respectfully, J.B. EDGERLY. 


Senator Sprague. 


OGDENSBURG, April 12, 1869. 


My Dear Sir: Please have the goodness to send me | 


your speeches delivered by you in the Senate of the 
United States, and oblige, yours, truly, 
haat WM. GORDEN. 
Hon. William Sprague. 
PHILADELPHIA, April 13, 1869. 
Dear Sir: The writer has been trying in vain to 
get copies of your recent speeches in the United 
States Senate. Will you be good enough to inclose 
one or two copies for self and friends to address of 
tio undersisngd, and very much oblige, yours, very 
traly, — —. 


Hon, Wiiliam Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


LOGANSPORT, IND., April 9, 18609. 


Sir: Please send me copy of your speeches, We | 


have a great many persons at this place who would 
like to peruse them. 
Respectfully, yours, =; 


Hon. W. Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


ATTLEBORO’, Mass., April 12, 1869. 
Sir: Ilaving road extracts from your speeches 
lately made in Congress, 1 should take pleasure in 
reading the whole if you would take the trouble of 
sending them tome. Ifyou have them published in 
book form, and desire it, Lshould take much pleasure 
in distributing any number of copies you might de- 
sire in this vicinity, as I think and believe you have 
began a good work, and the people should be in- 
formed in relation to it if we are to have peace or a 
United Statesagain. May we take warning in season. 
Yours, respecttully, J. W. CAPRON. 
Hon, William Sprague. 
SALEM, FAUQUIER COUNTY, VA. 
April 11, 1869. 
Will you please do me the favor to send me two 
copies of your recent speech of which so much has 
been said ? n 
Very respectfully, W. A. CAVE, 
Hon. William Sprague. 
_ ALEXANDRIA, VA. April 10, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I have not been so fortunate, in the 
midst of my engrossing official duties, as to obtain a 
full reportot your late financial speeches, and would 
be much obliged for a copy. . : 
Your obedient servant, J.C. UN DER WOOD. 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


Wagurxetox, D. 0., Mareh 23, 1869. 
Sir: I have perused with great pleasure, extracts 
from your very able speech delivered in the United 
States Senate on, last Friday, and shall be happy to 
receive a few copies of thesameif you have it printed. 
Very respectiuily, your obedient servant, 


Hon. William Sprague. é 
Yorx, ME., April 10, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Will you bo kind enough to send some 
of your speeches to this place? T 
demand to see them, as nothing but extracts are in 
the papers. $ 
Tous E. C. MOODY. 
Hon. William Sprague. 
PRovIDENCE, April 12, 1869. 
Sir: Will you be good enough to send me for dis- 
tribution your several speeches, as the people in 
Rhode Island are very anxious to read them com- 
plete, not as they are printed by the paper in this 
city? You have commenced & good work, and I 
hope you will follow it up. 
Respectfully, yours, en 


Governor Sprague. . 


W. B. RIDER. 


There is a great | 


| hereafter make. 


; country. 


f 

, S WASHINGTON, April 13, 1869. 
Sir: May I request a copy of each of your recent 
speeches in the Senate upon the corruption of the i 
times. I should like much to have copies of them if į 
you have printed them and itis convenient for you | 
to send me them. à i 

Very respectfully. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Aprit10, 1869. | 

Dear Sir: I am in receipt of a request for twenty- | 
five copies of your recent speeches, when published, 
from y r.0.S. Denton, Atlantic, Queen’s county, Long 

and. 

I have the konor algo to request that a number of 
your speeches be sent’to my address, Greenport, Suf- 
folk county, Long Island, for distribution among my | 
constituents. 

With high respect, I am, your obedient servant, 

aa HENRY A. REEVER. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


DANVILLE, Va., April 8, 1869. | 

Dear Sir: Will you favor me by sending copies of | 
your recent speeches? 

The insufficient reports of the newspapers have 
won for you many friends and admirers in this un- 
happy section of what we hope soon to call our com- 
mon country. 

Very respectfully, 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 

Suxsunry, Pa., April 9, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Will you be kind enough to send me a 
few copies of your last speeches? They havecreated 
quite an excitement here, 

Yours, very respectfully, 

His Excellency Governor Sprague. 


Boston, April 10, 1869. 

Dear Sir: When any of thespeechesrecently made 
by youin the Senate are published I shall be very 
glad to receive a copy, and the same of any youmay 
i It strikes me, from the abuse lav- 
ished upon you, that you have uttered many whole- 
some and unpalatable truths, ‘vera pro gratis.” 

Your obedient servant, G. S. HILLARD. 
Mr. Senator Sprague. 


Sienen] 


. PHILADELPHIA, April, 1869. 
“ Senator Sprague is to be serenaded by the Wash- 
ington workingmen.”—Brevitica. 

“Go on Senator Sprague, the Walpole of the 
American Senate. You are developing a splendid 
mine of intellectual wealth, and every patriot in the 
land will wish you God-speed in your sublime efforts 
to reform the corruptions and abuses that have crept 
into bigh places in our political tabernacle.” — New 
York Herald. 

I might quote more of matter commendatory of 
your recent speeches, but itis not necessary. am 
proud to note the fact that some eyes are opening to 
do your efforts justice. 

The next day after you made your first speech Ij 
saw a partial report of itin The Age, a Democratic 
paper published in our city. I was greatly pleased 
With it, and during the day did little else than read | 
itto many of my friends. Firstsaying tothem, “ Did 
pore Senator Sprague?” Answer. “No.” “Then 

ear.” 

‘Being an excellentreader, [gave itallthe emphasis 
and force that. I was possessed of; and each time I 
would fecladditional pride in commenting favorably 
on it. 

My first remark made after reading it was to my 
son. Lsaid, * A Luther has appeared in the Senate; į 
listen to these remarks made by Senator Sprague.” 
Lie said, * Well done; let him continue fighting on 
that line, and while he may have the success of a 
Luther, he will also have the success of a Grant.” 

‘And now I say in all the sincerity of my years, God 
bless you, Senator Sprague, for yourrecent speeches. 
I pray you go on; unless, indeed, we witness some 
early change in the administration of the affairs of 
the country, we shall have no virtue or morality 
left. Heaven knows law, morals, and religion are 
at a very low estimate now, and unless a change 
does soon take place the country will become hope- 
lessly demoralized. To deny this would be useless; 
the evidences of demoralization are all around us, 
and but for the positive and undeniable truths you 
uttered in your speeches, they would not have been | 
characterized as eccentric, as wild and wayward, as 
lacking in connection, as rambling, &c., by our Re- |} 
publican papers. i 

I say, Mr. Sprague, the truth is not always pala- 
table: to me, however, it always is; Ilove it; have 
alwaysiloved it; it is the pearl of great price to man’s 
conscience. Hence, I pray you, g0 on; itmay be that 
a better and happier day shall dawn on you and the 
God be with youand yours. Please send 


> your speeches. 
Baliye S. S. LEIDY. 


Respectfully, 

New York, April 12, 1869. | 
Dear Sir: Can I ask the favor, if convenient, of a | 
copy of your recent speeches in the Senate, if pub- | 
lished for distribution? I shall feel obliged if you i 
can do so. = i 
Very respectfully, JOHN FAIRBAIM. | 

Hon. William Sprague, 
Senator, Washington, D. C. 


MARSHALÈTOWN, lowa, April 10, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Please forward copies of your several 
late speeches in the United States Senate to the un- 


| dersigned address, 


| My course 


fully, 
Hon. William Sprague. 


and oblige, yours, very respect- 
. THOMAS. 


R WILLIAMSBURG, VA., April 8, 1869. 
Sir: Ihave read with great interest your recent 
speeches in the Senate, and beg, if it he not too 
troublesome, you will send me copies cf the same, 
You have touched upon achord deeply interesting 
to men of standing throughout the land. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Hon. William Sprague. 


Hanover, N. H., April 8, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Ishould be very glad to secure copies of 
your two speeches in the Senate on the state of the 
country. Ifthey are published at private expense 
please to give my name to the publisher and £ will 
forward the price by mail. 
New Yor Crry, April 10, 1869. 
Sir: Thavescen and read some imperfect Asso- 
ciate Press reports of your speeches on the financial 
question, and will be glad of an opportunity to be- 
come more familiar with your views, Will you please 
do me the kindness, at your con venience, tomail me 
full reports, and oblige, very respectfully, 
J. X. BROWNE, 
Ifon. William Sprague, 


Un ied States Senate, Washington, D. O. 


BALTIMORE, MD., April 12, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I would be very much gratified if you 
will send me two or three copies of your very, valu- 
ablespeeches delivered by you recently in the Senato. 
Many friends desireto havecopies. Please send them, 
and you will much oblige, your most obedient ser- 
vant, B. F. HOOK. 


Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate, 


Ouxry, ILL, Aprid 20, 1869. 
Sir: During the last fow weeks I have seen many 
comments made by newspapers relative to a speech 
made by you in the Senate. As none of these papers 
have done you the justice to publish the speech so 
that others beside newspaper editors could form an 
opinion thereon, L have taken tho liberty to write 
you and ask for a copy of your speech when printed. 
T believe, from the extracts which I have seen, that 
you have fearlessly vindicated the rights of the peo- 
ple, and warned them of their great danger, and hope 
that you will continue in your fearless advocacy of 
their causo. $ i 
Will you please oblige me by sending me a few 
copies of your speech for circulation? 
Yours, respectfully, L. M. DE MOTTE. 
Hon, William Sprague, . 
United States Senate, Washington, D. 0. 


LANCASTER, PA., April 23, 1869. 


you, I was a pilgrim for the defenso 
1861. As a corporal of the Cameron 
Guards, Isaw your entranceinto Washington. Never 
mind; we (you and I) have seen hard battles sincein 
putting down the rebellion and in polities, but as 
a true soldier of the cross stand by the truth. Lam not 
worth a cent; you are worth millions. Let us have 
eharity for all men. As Abe Lincoln said, * With 
malice against no man and charity for all men, let 
us try to do our duty as we understand it.” 
Your friend, —_——, 


Ion. William Sprague, United States Senator. 


DearSir: Like 
of Washington in 


INDIANAPOLIS, April 22, 1809. 

My Dear Sir: Lam very anxious to procure acom- 
plete set of your speechesif you willtuke the trouble 
of sending them to me. ? 

May God aid you in your effort. Being the young- 
est man in the Legislature, I stand aghast in the face 
of influences that old men’ wink at and say it is all 
right. Senator, the young men, of the West are 
yearning for something better and nobler in politics. 
Give it to us. < ee 

I um, yours, from the largest Republican district 
in the State, —— —. 


Senator Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


CALIFORNIA, Onto, April 21, 1869. 


Sir: Please send me a series of your late speeches, 
Though a Democrat, I have taken a deep interest in 
your speeches from the first. Thousands in the West 
nnd South give you their unqualified indorsement. 
Are there any charges? . 

Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. H. MATHEWS. 
Hon. William Sprague. 


Kansas City, April 21, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Your speeches, which have received 
wide-spread notico and publication, havo opened a 
question that have advocated through the columns 
of my paper the past two months, and the viewsyou 
have expressed meet my warmest approval, This 
paper is independent, and is controlled only by the 
proprietors and editors, and is bound to adopt only 
such actions as will prove of good to the country. 
as editor-in-chief the past fow months has 
mot the wishes of a majority of our citizens without 
regard to party, and to-day wields the strongest 
power of any paper in our city, or, we believe, west 
of St. Louis. I should be pleased to receive your 


Ti 
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views and the probable course you will pursue in the 
future, and if you proposed to continue in your pres- j; 
ent statesmanlike course in the future. If so, wo | 
might work in unison to the benefit of our country. ji 
I mailed you a fow days since a couple of my papers, |; 
with an article E wrote approving your coursq, and i 
hope you may bave received and read those remarks, i 
This city boasts of over thirty thousand inhabitants, |: 
and my paper circulates largely in Missouri, Kansas, i 
Colorado, Arkansas, and Texas, and also in Illinois, | 
Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Mississippi—the 
latter State my former home until September last. | 

Hoping to hear from you, and joining you in the | 
best wishes for Pipher ane pelle and your faturo | 
fame in the good work inaugurated, 1 remain truly, j| 
yours. J. D. WILLIAMS, | 


Senator Sprague. 


4 
it 


PHILADELPHIA, April 23, 1869. 


My Dear Sir: Will you, have the goodness to state 
tome by letter the particular points you were en- 
deavoring to impress upon the country at the recent 
session of the Senate? I am anxious to send it to 
England for the London (Methodist) Times, the 
largest circulating paper there of a religious char- 
acter; and I am desirous to give the matter its true 
form. . Please let me hear from you early. 

Very respectfully, 
Hon. William Sprague. 


i 
PROVIDENCE, April 20, 1869. | 
My Dear Sir: Allow me to undeceive you in regard | 
to the demand for your speeches in Rhode Island. I | 
have had applications for them from numbers of your | 
fellow-citizens, all admiring the bold stand you have | 
taken, and wishing you all success in your hereulean 
effort to cleanse the Rhode Island Augean stables of 
their political corruption. Ihave but this morning 
been asked for a copy of your speeches to transmit į 
to England. Such as you have will you send me. 
Yours, respectfully, 
Hon. William Sprague. 


PROVTDENCR, April 19, 1859. 

Dear Sir: If the speeches you have lately deliv- | 
ered are printed in pamphlet orany convenient form | 
for distribution I wish you would immediately send 
me one hundred and fifty or two hundred to hand 
around among my friends. ‘Faithful Sprague men, |! 
every time.” There was a serious misunderstanding |} 
of one part of one of your speeches concerning the || 
$ 


bravery of the regiment as a regiment. I immedi- |! 
ately explained it satisfactorily, and am now author- 
ized by a number of men, among them the force in 
Brown & Sharpe’s works, consisting of about one 
hundred and fifty or one hundred and sixty men, to |! 
s “Let Sprague put his artillery in line when he || 
mes home and we will keep it in for him; we will |! 
cigar the track and shout Sprague forever.” | 


Send the speeches if possible, certainly “the |i 
speech.” It is necessary that they should be handed | 
around. H 

Very respectfully, yours, truly f 


: W. B. W. HALLETT. |i 
Hon. William Sprague. i 


Nasuva, N. H., April 17, 1889. 

Sir: Having read with much interest extracts of a 
speech by you delivered recently in the United States 
Senate, I would feel very grateful for a copy of said 
speech, Goon in the guod work, and the overbur- 
dened taxpayers of the country will bless the Sen- 
ator that has raised his voice against the corruption | 
in high and other places, 

Your very humble servant, R. €C. DUFFY. 
Hon., Wiiliam Sprague. 


Rr 


CRHMOND, Sortu Scrrvare, R. L, 
April 19, 1869. 

Dear Sir: You bave cast a stone into the hornet’s 
nest and started considerable buzzing, and all wio 
have manliness enough to indorse your facts must 
expect to be stung by these silly hornets. A paper 
was brought to me to-day for signatures to sustain 
Burnside. I told my friend who had it that such 
props proved the truth of your statements, and that 
Twas in the Army too long and knew too much of 
all the facts set forth in your speech to- doubt asin- |: 
gle statement. He left the village with but asingic | 
name, and that man did not belong here, but bap- |! 
pened to be passing by. Thank God one man dares | 
beard the whole tribe of political lions in ihe na- | 
tional den. Thecountry isrife for astir in the camp. | 

At the April election [ found your opponents’ ` 
paid cluguers” on hand, but they were beaten. i 
The Republican party was split, but I found thai L` 
had the largest half, and by marshaling your oid | 
friend Horace Patterson, with the Democratic host, |: 
we cleaned them up, and will do it again in May. | 
We go in for the new party you speak of. Send me: 
some of those speeches, and L will take the stminp | 
and prove them to the satisfaction of the masses in | 
defiance of one million dollars. : i: 

Yours, £e., J. A. PERRY. 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


“ 


New Yorn, Aprii 22, 1899. 

Dear Sir: Tsee from the papers you are about to | 
prepare and publish your recent speeches entira in i 
pamphlet fo would be glad to see and read them 
if you seud several copies 1 will see to their distri- 
bution, as gentlemen callin at our hook store. 

Yours, &e., SMITH SHELDON. 
dion. William Sprague, United States Senator. 


‘and heartily Indorse what we hav: 


» Hon. Senator Sprague. 
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New York, April 22, 1869. 

Dear Sir: I had long felt that great wrong was 
perpetrated againstthe welfare of the whole country 
by the leaders of the Republican party under_the 
shadow of the still greater wrongs perpetrated by 
the leaders in therebellion and the copperhead Dem- 
ocracy. Your first speech opening this discussion 
was to my mind like the bright beacon to the storm- 
tossed mariner; it brought hope and consolation. I 
have felt grieved with the course taken by Senator 
Anthony and his paper, the Providence Journal, 
especially as my father was its first proprietor and 
publisher. Although he was wronged out ofits own- 
ership by his successors, I have always taken a deep 
interest in its course. 


Requesting full copies of your speeches, and trust- | 
g that you will persevere in your patriotic course, | 


in 
I am, very respectfu'ly, yours, &e., 
Hon. William Sprague. 


MILLEDGEVILLE, Ga., April 21, 1869, 


Dear Sir: Pardon the liberty I take in calling on i 
Although a j 


you for a copy of your late specches. j 
stranger I feel a deep interest in your success in sur- 
mounting the bereulean task in which you are at 
present engaged. You can rest assured our people 
are with you, and that honesty and truthfulness will 
eventually prevail. Had I any influence with you 
I should say continue to strike and spare not, 
Yours, truly, 3. R. BROWN. 
Lion, William Sprague, 
Senator from Hiode Island, 


TRENTON, April 23, 1869. 
Sir: Wili you do me the favor to send me a copy 
of your recent speeches? Itis refreshing to see that 
one Senator has honesty and backbone enough to 
stem the tide of political corruption. 
Gratefally, your obedient servant, — 
Hon. William Sprague, a! oh 
United Stuies Senator, Washington, D. C. 
New Yorx, April 22, 1859. 
y Dear Sir: I will highly appreciate your kind- 
ness if you will favor me with a copy of your recent 
speech in the Senate. | i 
Your views in relation to Burnside are fully sub- 
stantiated by Swinton, who says “that he was & 


M 
es 


lamentabie failure.” 


I have the honor to be, yours, with high respect, 


Hon, William Sprague. 
MILWAUKEE, April 21, 1869. 

Dear Sir: Having read with the utmost satisfaction 
extracts from your speeches recently delivered in the 
United States Senate, and wishing to preserve such 
for future reference, also feeling deeply interested 
in the movement now going on among the laboring 
classes, I would respeetfully ask you to please send 


i me a full copy of your speeches, which created such 


profound enthusiasm and sensation all over the con- 
tinent, 
Hoping that you will comply with my wish, I am, 


“sir, with great respect, your bumble servant, 


. W. B. TEIFFEN. 
Hon. Wiilium Sprague. 
NIAGARA FALLS, April 20,1899. 

Sir: Please send me your speeches, which contain, 
judging from quotations, more truths than I feared 
wouid cver again be spoken to public car. They are 
wholesome bitters, and I trust will neutralize the 
utterances of those who, like the bees of Trebizond, 
have honeyed men only to destroy their reason. 

L rejoice there is one who has the will to undertake 
and the ability to effect restoration to normal repub- 
licanism. 

Accept congratulations, thanks. and wishes for 
success. B. H. WHITE. 

Hon. Wiiliam Sprague. 


New YoRrx, April —, 1860. 


; Ilon. William Sprague : 
I juet want to thank you for your speeches, and to | 


say if you are insane that sanity, as exhibited in the 


; Senate, is a very costly article for the country, and | 
that it is unfortunate that more of our Senators are | 


not such lunaties as you are. É . 
Here let me ask you, did Senator Nye or did he 


not tell usin bis last speech how mucu the Pacific | 


Mail Steamship Company and 
{ s (Nye’s) election? 
the cost, as, if it does not cost teo much, I might like 
to pay ard goin m f. WhatState is Abbott from 
No ons knows of hi 
print? 


R. C. MARTIN, 
Wasurnerox, D. C., April 10, 1869. 
: I Lave the honor to request copies of your 
t speeches in connection w 
Iam, sir, very respectfully, y 


ntservant, 


SMETH. 


Hon. Wiiliam Spragne. 


LOUISVILLE 
, Dear Sir: We feel ibat your posit 
tue Senate of the United States lately 


pril 21, 18389 
a, as taken 
the true one, 
een, 2. e., de- 
tached portions of your speech. V you piease 
send a copy, or two copies, of your speech if you 
have any to spare, and oblige two Kentuckians? 
Truly, OWEN D. MILLS. 


Bank of California, | 
T should like to know | 


New York. Isit not amis- i 


th your finance bill. ; 


Dear Sir: I have scen and read portions of your 
speech which some of the more self-important Sen- 
ators are making so much fnss about. I see from 
some papers you aregoing to haveit published. When 
done I will be grateful to you tor a copy of it, so as 
I ean read it altogether and have the full speech, 
I agree with your sentiments in regard to some of the 
representatives of the House and Senate both; they 
are not entitled by any means to seats there. You 
will please send or have sent one of your speeches to 
me when convenient, 

Respectfully yours, 


Hon. William Sprague, 
United States Senator, Washington City, D.C. 


ATLANTA, April 21, 1869. 


Dear Sir: We would be exceedingly obliged to you 
for a copy of your great speech that fell like a bomb 
shell inthe Senate some days ago. And whileask- 
ing this favor we cannot refrain from expressing our 
high admiration for your manly independence, 
prompted alone, as it must be, by a full consciousness 
of strength. We have only meager telegraphic ex- 
tracts from your speech, and wish to see it in extenso, 

Yours, very respectfully, W. T. NEWMAN, 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


KNOXVILLE, April 22, 1869. 
| Sir: I have the honor to request that if you haye 
; any of your late speeches for distribution you will 
i favor me with copics of theim, for I feel a deep inter- 
|! est in the noble stand you have taken, and wish you 
| most earnestly God-specd in the great reformation. 
| J have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
| obedient servant. 
| Hon, William Sprague, . 
j United States Senator, Washington, D. C. 


WATERVILLE, April 20, 18689. 


| Dear Sir: Iscein the New York Herald that your 
| late speeches are to be published, and being pleased 
| with such portionsas have been reported in the above 
| paper, and also the stand you have taken, I desire 
| to possess a copy in full. 
Wishing you success in your efforts in bringing 
about the reformation so much needed, Iam, respect- 
i fully, yours, 
Hon. William Sprague, 


Cuicaco, Anril 21, 1869. 
Dear Sir: I am carried away with enthusiasm over 
those portions of your recent speeches which I have 
encountered in the newspapers—they are creating 
profound sensation here, as elsewhere, and beg you 
will do me the favor to forward a few copies to my 
address, as soon as possible. I_ask for several 
copies, at theinstance of Rev. L. J. Batler, D. D., 
one of the most learned Catholic divines of America, 
and who also is a great admirer of Senator Sprague. 
{| Very respectfully, yours, N. F. COOK, M. D. 
Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. O. 


New York, March 29, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I hope you may not consider it intrud- 
ing upon you to be addressed by a German who fecls 
a deep interest in the welfare of his adopted country. 
Although I am personally unknown to you, [had the 
pleasure of an introduction to your family by Major 
General Siegel last summer, when in company with 
other gentlemen, a committee to invite Chief Justice 
Chase and other honorable gentlomento participate 
in the festivals of the New York Sharpshooters’ So- 
ciety. You will allow mo now to refer to your two 
addresses which you have recently delivered in tho 
Senate. Both of them were telling and to the point, 
and have not failed to make a deep impression upon 
| me as well as the country at large, and it provesthat 
| there is still a gentleman in the Republican party 
! who is not willing to be made a pliant tool, and to 
sacrifice everything that is sacred to an American 
citizen for mere party sake. Sir, there are very fow 
public men now-a-days who have a clear compre- 
hension of the present condition of the country, and 
if so they have not the courage to acknowledge it. 
|. They only live for the present; they have notlearned 
j: from history, nor do they consider the future. Moral: 
i 
i 


“They do not know whatitis; they do everything 
to serve theirdemagoguish ambition, and do noteare 
what the result may be.” Sir, it is, therefore, that 
such an eventis to be hailed by every man who loves 
his country and believes in arepublican form of gov- 
i ernment for the future, and I sincerely believe that 
there is still some hope, if not within, then without 
' the Radical party. The position you havetaken will 
ii not fail to rally men of all parties around you; a new 
|: formation of parties will by all means be necessary. 
i 

i 

i 

| 


: I have during the last few days met with a large 
; number of Democrats who hail you for your courage 
: and the broad views which you expressed in your 
: addresses to the Senate; and as issues, whieh have 
© heretofore kept the two parties wide apart have 
events ppeared, Tcunnotscee any reason why me 
l of like ideas than yours could not rally under one 
banner. Land a great many others, some of them 
: very distinguished gentlemen, among others Mr. O, 
| Ottendorfer, the editor and proprietor of tha Saata 
| Zeitung, the most influential German paper in tho 
country. LI would now respectfully request you to 
send me both of your speeches you have delivered 
| to the Senate as Mr. Ottendorfer, myself, and others 
; have resolved to have them translated into German 
and published in pamphlet form. 

Hoping that you will be successful in the course 


1869. 


you are pursuing, I remain, dear sir, with high con- 
sideration, your obedient servant, : 


Lon. Mr. Sprague, United States Senator. 


AUBURNDALE, Mass., March 19, 1869, 


Dear Sir: Withoutthe honor of your acquaintance 
with the exception ofa transient introduction in the 
college yard at Providence on a commencement day, 
but having been a resident and citizen alternately 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and having had 
some interests in both States, which have important 
interests in common, I take the liberty of asking the 
favor of you to send me a couple of copies of your 
speech in the United States Senate in relation to the 
manufacturing, monetary, and other business inter- 
estsof tho country. The Boston Daily Journal of 
March 18 gives a brief statement of the speech, 
which awakens my desire to see the same in full 
when it shall be published, Your statement, as re- 
ported by the editor of the Journal, that "an English 
spindle is run on an average capital of eighty cents, 
while an American spindle requires $2 75,” shows a 
wide difference, and prompts the inquiry as to what 
remedy can be had forsuch difference; also aninquiry 
as to the cause. J have been of the opinion that our 
currency should be made eminently a valuecurrency, 
more so than it was before the suspension of specie 
payments was forced upon the country by the warcf 
therebellion. Too much of banking capital and cur- 


rency was simple credit in excessof coinand capital | 


to constitute a value currency; too much of what 
was called capital was fictitious, even when bank 
notes commanded specie payment. If we are to 
compete with the manufactures of England and 
France we must havea currency as valuable astheirs, 
Tam not a business man, but a lookeron in Vienna. 
I retired from a small manufacturing interest in 


Pawtucket, and from business of any kind a full | 


half century ago. J, of course, may be asciolist in 
matters of business and currency, but I hope weshall 
have no currency hereatter but specie, and Govern- 
ment paper paying specie. I hope for-an entire 
displacement of small bills, asin France and Eng- 
land. Banking wiil then be conducted on principles 
safer to the country, and wild-cat banks, as now, 
entirely suppressed. The better our currency the 
cheaper we can manufacture and the greater will be 
ourexportations. There willbe more genuine money 
and less credit eurreney. 
Respectfully, yours, — —. 


Hon. Wiliam Sprague. 


BosTON, Apri? 2, 1869. 


Dear Sir: I have had several business men in Bog- 
ton ask me if I could procuro a copy of your speech 
in the Senate, which is very much commended here 
forits bold and practical truths, and hearing that it 
was about to be published in pamphlet, I would be 
very much obliged if you would forward me some 
copies for distribution. 

Yours, respectfully, — —. 
Hon. Wiliam Sprague. 


Boston, Mass., March 25, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Pardon me for intruding upon your 
notice at this time, for I can but teel so grateful that 
a gentleman in your position should, regardless of 
all personal consequence, take such an independent 
and, as I believe, statesmanlike view of the condition 
of the country. For more than five years I have 
been identified with the workingmen in our city 
elections. We hope to have a State and a national 
ticket in the field. Inspeculating aboutacandidate 
for President your name was suggested, and since 
your late course in the Senate there has been in- 
creased interest in the matter. Ihaveno authority, 
nor do I intend to ask you so presumptuous a ques- 
tion as whether you would be our candidate, but will 
say that I hope and pray thata man of honoras well 
as means, and possessing the qualities of astatesman, 
may become the John Bright of America. Were it 
not for trespassing toomuch upon your time I would 
ask if you would some day meet an assembly of 
workingmen in Boston and address them upon the 
questions of public affairs that will soon engross the 
attention of the whole American people; but in the 
press of business that must of necessity occupy your 
attention I cannot expect an answer, but will thank 
you again for the good you have done. 

Most respectfully, yours, 


Senator Sprague. 


WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA. 
April 21, 1859. 


Dear Sir: Will you have the kindness to send me i 


a copy of your recent speeches ? 
Respectfully, 

Senator Sprague, Washington. 
Wasniveton, D.C., Apri? 12, 1889. 
Tam instructed by Mr. R. J. Haldeman 
has subscribed for nine bundred copies 
of your recent speeches, and that he has quite a nu- 
merous demand from bis constituents for them. He 
would feel much obliged tor any Re ular you 
Aaa ; n Fes 

ean give bhim in reference to the subject, arene 
Lam, sir, very reapectfally, A. BEVEXS. 
Ilon. William Sprague. 


JOSEPH BELL. 


Dear Sir: 
to say that he 


Bernerton, N. J., April 23, 1899. 


My Deer Sir: 
Nye and Abbott. 


h = beral ace pt? 
will sapport yoi im yow bed and feoriess barle 


I have just read your “tilt ” with © 
You are right, nnd the people 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


115 


f 
against the corruption whieh has taken hold of our 
| pretended law-makers. The corruptionists hate you, 
| that you dare expose their frauds, 
| ,. wish you would send me a parcel of speeches for 
distribution, The people want light. Go on; do 
not- fear them. , 
Yours, truly, í 
Hon, William Sprague. 


: RIDGEFIELD, CONN., April 19,1869. 
Dear Sir: If you have extra copies.of any of your 
speeches delivered in the Senate in the past few 
weeks I would most respectfully solicit you for such 
as your kindness would favor me with. 
Yours, respectfully, 


Hon. William Sprague. 
| New Yors, April 23, 1889. 


Dear Sir: Will you please send me copies of your 
late speeches, and also the Globe containing your 
speech yesterday and the letters you had printed 
therein? 

Very truly, 
Hon, W. Sprague. 


COLUMBIANA, OHIO, April 21, 1869. 
Dear Sir: Please send me a copy of your recent 
speech or speeches made in the United States Senate, 
and you will greatly oblige yours, most respectfully, 
WM. M. VOGLESON, 
Hon. William Sprague, United States Senate. 


MINNEAPOLIS, April 20, 1869, 


DearSir: Will you please send such ofyourspeeches 
to ime as you can conveniently, and oblige your most, 
obedient servant, 


Senator Sprague. 


! New York, April 23, 1869. 


Dear Sir: Will you be kind enough to have my 
| name placed upon the list of those to whom you mail 
| your speeches when printed, and oblige, respectfully, 
$ 


| Hon. William Sprague, Senator, Washington. 


f New York, April 23, 1869. 
‘Dear Sir: Will you please send me,when published 
| a copy of the “Globe” containing your speech and 
| the letters referred to in the proceedings of the Senate 
| yesterday, and oblige your old friend, 


Hon. William Sprague, Washington, D. C. 


Provipencr, R. I., March 29, 1869. 


Dear Governor: When in all human probability 
will you be at home tostay? There are matters of 
momentous interest constantly being agitated in this 
community which greatly concern you. It is not 
loud talk, but a kind of low, mischievous muttering, 
which excites and alarms me. Something occurred 
to-day that disturbed me, and there is in various 
quarters a disposition, if not afixed purpose, to dam- 
age your credit and break down your influence, I 
look around in vain, even among those whose for- 
tunes you have built up, to find your hearty, sincere, 
outspoken friends. ‘then there are those rich and 
powerful men who wish you not well. I gloricd in 
the opnortunity which was afforded me to-day, when 
A. & W. Sprague and Hoyt, Sprague & Co. were 
under discussion in high business circles, of stating 
that you had added to your business strength by 
recent operations; that your stock on hand would 
pay all your liabilities, &c. 1 put itstrong, and they 
opened their eyes, and could not believe that it was 
fustso. [tell you, Governor, what with your busi- 
ness coneerns, your bold, aggressive speeches, your 
financial poliey, and everything else, it makes a 
whizzing, and requires all my tact and prudence to 
keep things on an even keel. I dislike to be always 
looking on the dark side, and could far prefer the 
easier task of representing everything couleur de 
rose, but am quite certain that no harm will arise to 
you in knowing all that I know and feel. The times 
are precarious, and our finaucial affairs are in a very 
bad condition. The banks aud bankers will absorb 
all the money, and when at last the goose that lays 
: the golden eggs is killed, then we shall all fail to- 
: gether, Ido not wish to be rich; all I ask is to be 
| able tosuppori my family and station respectably; 
| and I find this no easy thing to accomplish. There 


i which all who could succeed must in a measure sub- 
i mit. L shall, therefore, probably never make much 
I advance in wealth, as I cannot descend to the means 
© necessary to secure it. 
Your tirm friend, £e., 


Crampaien Orry, ILL., March 20, 1869. 


Sir: Your late speeches, of which we get here the 
| bricfest reports only, have created a lively sensa- 
tion, Itisso strange a thing for a Senator to show 
| he has the faintest conception of the actual condi- 


our jate eloquent arraignment of the 


wonder on y r 
: parry in power before the bar of the country. 
: doabt whether any one Representative from Tilinois 
knows that while the population of Illinois has in- 
creased about seventy per cent. within seven years, 
the yield of corn and wheat, per cent., has failen off, 
and that seven years ago 9 
thousand hogs were packed in the 


isa purse-proud, seiish meanness in Providence t9 į 


tion of a@airs at home that we look with pleasing | 
1i 


two milllion two hundred į 
West against an < iU | is 
. ineroase of only two hundred thousand in 1868 and i' Island yie 


il 
i 
1 
i 
i 


i 


| 


H 
i 
i 
| 
ti 
j 
i 


1869. It is true, as you say, thatthe country ‘has been 
mismanaged by lawyers; and it is true further, which 
you do not say, that the agriculture of the country 

as been sacrificed, at what shrine I will leave it for 
youtosay, Weare nearer to an industrial crisis than 
even you think, and nearer to a condition of things 
that will half depopulate New England, than any 
New Englander I ever saw could be made to be- 
lievein. | 

You, sir, who have shown you have a scientific 
conception of the situation, can you not help us to 
draw attention: to the present condition of the agri- 
culture of the country? I do not say we need tariffs 
or protection or any of that kind of doctrine, but wo 
do need the attention of the country drawn to us, 
and by no means to be had ina better way than by 
the organization of a commune made up of the best 
men in the country, not lawyers. 

Who are you?” you ask, I am nothing, and 
nobody, but a physically disabled farmer whose 
enforced idleness allows him the leisure. to survey 
the field. But will you send me your speeches, and 
more than one, too; for when I told my neighbors 
what L intended to do, namely, to write to you, they 
all sang out in chorus like children, ‘Send for one 
for me!” ‘Send for one for me |” 

_I beg you to believe this to be dictated with the 
sincerest respect. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. PF, JOHNSON. 
Mr. Senator Sprague. 


Mr. President, these are but part of the let- 
ters I have received touching the great ques- 
tions now before the country. I do not pro- 
pose to enter onany general discussion of these 
qustions at this time, because the Senate is not 
a body that can now actou them. I make no 
attack on the remarks or motives of Senators 
who have antagonized themselves with me. 
They have touched no points bearing on the 
great questions atissue. My words and posi- 
tion in reference to the policy and principles I 
advancestand uurefuted. [have eriticised your 
Presiding Officer, not from any personal ill- 
feeling toward him, but because he is a repre- 
sentative of that kind of power and influence 
which is reducing the nation to a condition of 
moral, intellectual, material, and physical de- 
cay. He reflects the sentiments of those upon 
whom rest the weighty responsibility. Nor do 
I regard the secret machinations of Senators 
to cover the situation by glossing over these 
defects by Burnside platitudes. I have never 
mentioned his name in connection with my 
remarks. Let his acts be his best defeuse of 
any criticism I may have indirectly uttered. 

The people will observe that the plottings 


| of Senators to open executive sessions of the 


Senate to fire their paper bullets at me was 
unknown to me, except in rumbling utterances 
which came indirectly, while I have invariably 
informed each Senator when I intended to open 
on him; and let it be also observed that Í have 
never acted the part of requesting ove branch 
of the Legislature to fortify me by utterances 
on questions not before both, Let me say to 
the people of the whole country that they now 
need the coöperation of each other. Banish, 
therefore, all bitter recollections of the past; 
apply to the present a remedy for dangers more 
destructive than war or famine; study well 
my words and the plan of relict I have pro- 
posed, and unite with me in that which may 
seem necessary to arrive at a speedy and whole- 
some solution of the difficulties which surround 
us. I would preserve all of good we have. 
Men of the North, bring to your recollection 
that the men of the South are more native 
Americans than you are. Men of the South, 
remember that the enterprise, skill, and en- 


! durance of the men of the North are essential 


to the strength of the nation. All timid people 


i may be assured that my cardinal principle is 


to produce radical results by conservative 
means. Lam relieved from the great anxieties 
that have oppressed me, because I now have 


i the people of the United States to share those 


anxieties with me. For the past few weeks Í 


_ have been but revising my studies and investi- 


The letters 1 have read show, that I 

may be safely followed in the completion of 

the great work set before us. 
While Mr. SPRAGUE was rea 


gations. 


ding the forego- 


: ing letters, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. MoRRILL 
in the chair.) Does the Senator from Rhode 
id to the Senator from Illinois? 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. 
gestion to the Senator. 

Mr. SPRAGUE. Iwill hear it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. TheSenator from Rhode 
Island will pardon me for making the sugges- 
tion Tam about to make. He is aware that we 
have agreed to adjourn to-day. We have some 
very important business in executive session. 
I submit to. my friend from Rhode Island 
whether he will not be willing to continue his 
remarks now and allow the extracts that he 
designs to read to be incorporated in the report 
of his speech without taking the time of the 
Senate to read them in full, nnless there is some 
particular point which he wishes to present to 
the Senate. By pursuing this course he would 
enable us to getat our executive business, which 
he undoubtedly is as anxious to have trans- 
acted as fam. 

Mr. SPRAGUE. I desired simply to make 
remarks touching some of the writers as I read 
their letters. Further than that I did not in- 
tend to go. I merely intended to offer them 
as an off-set to the card that has been pre- 
sented to the Senate, to show the testimonials 
that I have received from the people. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Of course it is a very 
delicate matter for me to make any suggestion 


I desire to make a sug- 


to the Senator; and Ido it in kindness to him. | 


My suggestion went simply to this extent: 


whether it would not suit his convenience just | 


as well toread only the particular portions that 
he wishes to comment upon, and let the rest, 
that he does not desire to make any special 
remarks upon, but which he wishes to have 
presented upon the record, go in print with his 
speech? Inthatway perhaps his remarks would 
not oceupy much farther time. 

Mr. SPRAGUE. To accommodate the Sen- 
ate and husband their time, if they will by their 
vote permit me to print these letters I will 
forego any further reading of them. The let- 
ters are very considerable in number, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am sure the Senate 
will do so. 

Mr. SPRAGUE. If that be done I will 
forego making any further remarks on the 
subject. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am quite sure the 
Senate will agree that the Senator shall incor- 
porate the letters in his speech. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there any 
objection to the proposal made, that the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island shall have leave to 
print such extracts from letters as he chooses? 

Mr. SPRAGUE. Such letters as I choose 
to_offer in connection with my remarks, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If no objec- 
tion be made that will be taken as the sense 
of the Senate. The Chair hears no objec- 
tion. 

Mr. SPRAGUE. I shall have the letters 
ready for the reporter, to be published in the 
Globe. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Do I understand the 
Senator to have concluded? 

Mr. SPRAGUE. Yes, sir; I will not occupy 
the time of the Senate longer. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then I move that the 
Senate now proceed to the consideration of 
executive business. 


Mr. CAMERON. Before that is done, I | 


hope the Senate will allow me to say a few 
words. [‘‘No!’’ **No!’] There are reasons 
in my own mind why I should, and therefore 
the Senate ought not to object. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator from 
Pennsylvania will promise not to say anything 
which shall call forth a speech from anybody 
else in reply I shall have to yield. 

_Mr. CAMERON, Certainly; I promise that. 
{ Laughter. ] i 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I know the Senator will 
occupy but a few moments. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is, per- 
haps, proper for the Chair to say that the 
Senator from Tennessee | Mr. BROWNLOW] has 
a few remarks placed in the hands of the Sec- 
retary to- be read. If it ig the pleasure of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania to allow those re- 


|| the Senate that no member of this body could i 


| as follows: 


| General Burnside, and, with others on this floor, 


| traitors and now sleep their last sleep in the 


! handled. 


marks to be read first, the Secretary will read 
the remarks of the Senator from Tennessee. 
Mr. CAMERON. Very well. 
The Secretary read Mr. BROWNLOW’ s speech, 


Mr. President and Senators, impelled by a 
sense of duty, and what I know would be 
desired by my immediate constituents, I have 
some remarks to make in vindication of that 
noble and gallant officer, Ambrose E. Burn- 
side, who has been assailed on the floor of this 
Chamber as wanting in patriotism and courage. 

I disclaim any intention of seeking to inter- 
fere directly or indirectly in the fierce contro- 
versy which has been carried on for several 
days past in this Chamber between the hon- 
orable Senators from Rhode fsland. I have 
listened to that controversy with much interest, 
and have carefully considered the points at 
issue. Ihave made up my opinion as to the 
merits of that controversy, but, as I have said, 
it is not my purpose or desire to become a 
party to it. My sole purpose is to vindicate 


do him simple justice. 

Eastern ‘Tennessee is composed of thirty- 
One counties, and constitutes a little more than 
one third of the State, being separated from the 
rebel portions of the State by the Cumberland 
range of mountains, The entire State gave the i 
Grant and Colfax ticket a majority of thirty-one |! 
thousand, twenty-six thousand of which majority |! 
was obtained from my immediate constituents | 
in East Tennessee ; and had General Burnside 
been ou the ticket the majority in Bast Tennessee 
would have exceeded thirty thousand. 

At the commencement of the war the Union || 
men of East Tennessee began crossing the |! 
mountains into Kentucky and enlisting in the 
Federal Army until not less than twenty-five 
thousand of them had enrolled themselves 
under the Union flag as cavalry, infantry, and 
artillery. Several thousand of them returned | 
in triumph to their homes and families under | 
Burnside, and, establishing their headquarters 
at Knoxville, threw the old flag to the breeze. 

Burnside had about twelve thousand effective 
men when the siege of Knoxville began, one 
of the ablest of the rebel generals attacking 
him with thirty thousand of the chivalry and 
flower of Lee’s army. That siege continued 
three weeks, fighting more or less every day, 
and frequently at night. So far from Burnside 
exhibiting cowardice, his conduct throughout || 
showed that he was insensible to fear and 
regardless of personal safety. His demeanor 
throughout this trying ordeal was characterized 
by coolness, courage, and good sense. His 
supplies were entirely cut off and the city sur- 
rounded by Longstreet’s vastly superior forces. 
Burnside’s army was reduced to quarter rations 
and parched corn, and many of the animals of 
his army starved. The gallant men from Rhode 
Island who constituted a part of Burnside’s | 
command, indeed the entire command, will į 
attest the truth of what I say. 

Bat it will take the unclouded light of eter- 
nity when it shall shine upon the doings of 
the past to do exact justice to the noble Burn- 
side aud his army, many hundreds of whom 
received their death wounds from Longstreet’s 


national cemetery at Knoxville. 
In conclusion, in all frankness, I will say to 


deliver a speech to an Fast Tennessee au- 
dience and charge Burnside with cowardice 
or want of patriotism without being roughly 
Indeed, there are patriotic women 
enough there who have named their children 
for Burnside to whale twenty such orators out | 
of the State with broomsticks. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I now renew my motion 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration | 
of executive business. I have had a moment's | 
conversation with the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania, and it will suit him just as well—— 

Mr. CAMERON. Allow me to state what || 
the arrangement is. I have no desire to make | 
& speech, but I think it is my duty to say some- | 
thing abont Genera) Bûrnside, and his coming 


here, and the battle of Bull Run. I wasin a 
situation to know more about that battle than 
most persons. But at the suggestion of the 
Senator from Illinois I forego speaking now 
with the understanding that 1 may be allowed 
an opportunity to be heard this evening when 
we meet after the recess; or if that opporta- 
nity is not allowed to me in the hurry of busi- 
ness, I ask permission of the Senate that what 
I wish to say upon that subject I may be per- 
mitted to write out and publish in the Globe. 

Several SENATORS. AN right. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The request 
of the Senator from Pennsylvania is that he 
may be permitted to publish in the Globe the 
remarks he would have made in regard to Gen- 
eral Burnside. No objection being made, that 
will be so ordered, 

Mr. CAMERON. Thatis, provided I do not 
get an opportunity to speak. 

[Mr. C. not having an opportunity to speak, 
his remarks as written out by himself are pub- 
lished in the Appendix. ] 

EXECUTIVE SESSION, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I renew my motion that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
remained in executive session till five o'clock, 
when a recess was taken till half past seven 


| o'clock p. m. 


EVENING SESSION. 


The Senate met at half past seven o'clock 
p. m. in executive session, and remained in 
executivesession till twenty minutes past eleven 
o'clock p. m., when the doors were reopened. 


PAGES AND COMMITTEE CLERKS. 


Mr. ROBERTSON submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be au- 
thorized to pay the pages of the Senate during the 
present executive session, and the clerks of the 
several committees up to the Ist day of May next. 


PERSONAL MATTERS. 


Mr. ABBOTT. I send to the desk to be 
read words uttered to-day by the Senator from 
Rhode Island [Mr. Sprague] as taken down 
by the reporters. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


“ Mr. President, in answer to the tirade of the Sen- 
ator from Nevada and the Senator from North Caro- 
lina, I am reminded of another little illustration. 
In my travels from the center here into the rural 
districts, through the woods and farms of the sur- 
rounding neighborhood, chance at one time brought 
me toa farm house. I discovered on looking up a 
large mastif and a mongrel puppy dog. The little 
dog moved on me with rapidity from behind, bit at 
my heel, and frightened at his temerity ran howling 
and crying away, followed by his larger companion, 


i| The Senate will observe thatthe mongrel, whining 


puppy, encouraged by the mastiff and emboldened 
to make the attack from the shadow of his backer, 
ran rapidly away alarmed at his temerity, while the 
overgrown cur follows after with ears lopped and 
tail between his legs to a place of safety beside his 


diminished companion.’ 

Mr. ABBOTT. When I arose in executive 
session to ask that the doors be opened some- 
time ago, I said that I did not intend to utter 
anything unbecoming this floor. What I did 
intend to do was to ask the Senator ftom 
Rhode Island if he meant to apply the term 
‘‘ puppy” to me, as ig implied in the connec- 
tion of that language ; and if he did intend to 
apply it to me, my purpose was to ask him for 
a retraction as full as the implication of the 
language ; and if he refused that retraction, 
my intention was to ask for satisfaction out of 
this Chamber. I now, sir, give notice, inas- 
much as that Senator has skulked out of the 
Chamber, that I intend to have satisfaction 
outside of the Chamber. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I rise toa 
point of order. 

Mr. ABBOTT. I desire to say—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts rises to a point of 
order. The Senator from North Carolina will 
take his seat; and the Senator from. Massa- 
chusetts will state his point of order. 

Mr. SUMNER. I rise to a point of order. 
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TUT 


to violate the laws of the land. 
in making any such enunciation he has vio- 
lated 

Mr. ABBOTT, 
determination. 

Mr. SUMNER. I am on the floor now; 
the Senator cannot be heard. 
has violated the rules of the Senate, and I call | 
upon the Chair to take notice of it. 

Mr. THURMAN. Let us have the words |! 
taken down. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
did not understand the Senator from North |! 
Carolina to declare his intention to violate the 
laws of the land. 

Mr. SUMNER. I wish that the reporter 
would read the words. 

Mr. ABBOTT. I wish to say, soas to avoid 
all misapprehension 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator cannot pro- 
ceed now. 

Mr. ABBOTT. 


hear me. 


I did not announce any such 


I suppose the Senate will 


T insist that he jj 


Mr. WILSON. Let us go into executive 
session. I move that the Senate proceed to 


Mr. THURMAN. Mr. President, Task that the consideration of executive business. 
Mr. ABBOTT. Mr. President 
| Mr. DRAKE. I suppose the Senator from i r ie 


North Carolina can explain what he meant, i| is no objection the Senator from North Caro- 


lina will be allowed to state the interpretation 
| which he gives to his language. 


i 
i The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


can he not? ij 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Sen- | 
ator from-Ohio demands that the words ob- | Mr, ABBOTT. Iwill state that I am not a 
i| jected to be taken down; and the Senator | duelist; I was not educated as a duelist, and 
i| from Massachusetts asks that they be read by || I did not mean that sort of thing ; but I mean 
the reporter. They will be read. | to say that the Senator from Rhode Island 
Mr. D, E. Murphy read from his short-hand || must make a retraction as broad as the asser- 
notes the following words of Mr. ABBOTT: | tion, [“ Order!’’] and that I shall have that 


“I now, sir, give notice, inasmuch as that Senator | Satisfaction outside of this Chamber in some 
as skulked out of the Chamber, that I intend to i way 
ave satisfaction outside of the Chamber.” ij Me. WILSON. I move thatthe Senate proceed 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. In the | to the consideration of executive business. 
opinion of the Chair those words are not | The motion was agreed to; and after some 
necessarily a declaration of an intention to | time spent in the consideration of executive 
violate the law of the land. `i business the doors were reopened at half past 
Mr. THURMAN. Isubmit thatthose words | | one o’clock a. m., [Friday April 23,] when 
require an explanation at the hands of the | | the President pro lempore decl ared the Senate 
| Senator from North Carolina. i aticurid sine die. 
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